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GOIZUETA, continued on page 4

NEWS BRIEFS

Tech Awarded $3.1 
Million for Nuclear 
Energy Research, 
Education
The Institute 
has been 
awarded 
$3.1 million 
from the U.S. 
Department 
of Energy for research and 
scholarships focused on 
nuclear energy. Read the full 
story at    

tinyurl.com/ca78e5u

G.I.T. FIT this Summer
The Campus Recreation 
Center’s schedule of summer 
group fitness classes is now 
available. Classes run through 
July 27. Learn more at 

tinyurl.com/68slwl6

Alumni Magazine 
Website Gets  
a New Look

The Alumni 
Magazine and 
its website 
have been 
redesigned. 
Take a look at  
the new site at   

http://gtalumnimag.com

 ASK AWAY

If I get into a car 
accident on cam-
pus, do I call 911 
or the Georgia 
Tech Police 
Department? 

According to Alex Gutierrez, 
crime prevention officer for 
GTPD, call GTPD at 404-894-
2500. “If you call 911 using 
your cell phone it will go to 
the city of Atlanta,” he said. 
“And they will just transfer 
you to GTPD.” Gutierrez also 
suggests that you program 
the number into your phone 
under “AGTPD,” so you 
won’t have to scroll through 
contacts if you ever need to 
call in an emergency. 

Have a Tech-related  
question that you’d like 
answered? Email it to  
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

??

IPAD, continued on page 3

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

The Goizueta Foundation has awarded Georgia 
Tech a $5 million grant to promote Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) fields 
to Hispanic/Latino K-12 students.

“Georgia Tech has a longstanding commitment to inspir-
ing and attracting young people to enter STEM fields,” said 
President G. P. “Bud” Peterson. “Hundreds of Georgia Tech 
Hispanic and Latino students have benefitted from support 
provided by The Goizueta Foundation over the last decade. 
We’re looking forward to partnering with the foundation to 
expand opportunities for K-12 Hispanic and Latino students 
through new programs, and enhancing those where Tech has 
national leadership.”    

The five-year grant will support and enhance the GoSTEM 
research-based model and will demonstrate how technological 
universities and school systems can partner to promote aca-
demic achievement.  

Specifically, the grant will support the following programs:

•	Graduate Teaching Fellows Program 

•	Pathways to College Program, after-school programming

Tech Gets $5 Million 
for Hispanic, Latino 
Outreach

Vice Provost  
Vito to Retire
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

Following 37 years of service to Georgia Tech as 
a professor, researcher, administrator and advo-
cate, Raymond Vito has announced his intention 
to retire at the end of May. 

For the past five years, Vito has served 
as Tech’s vice provost for Graduate 
and Undergraduate Studies, overseeing 
academic activities such as curriculum 
development and educational technology, 
as well as experiential learning initiatives 
such as the Honors Program, cooperative 
education and the InVenture Prize.

“The most rewarding aspect of my 
career has been anything that impacts 
student success,” he said. “It’s amazing 
how clear your thinking on an issue becomes when you ask, 
‘what would be best for the students?’”  

Following his official retirement, Vito will return on a part-
time basis later this year as an emeritus faculty member and 
special assistant in support of institutional initiatives for both 
the Office of the Provost and Office of the Executive Vice 
President for Research.

“Ray has been one of the driving forces in creating the 
kinds of student experiences that highlight Tech’s commit-
ment to entrepreneurship and creativity,” said Provost and 
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs Rafael L. Bras.

On the research side, Vito’s involvement will focus on com-
mercialization, the multifaceted process for bringing ideas 
from concept to reality and, ultimately, to market.

VITO, continued on page 3

Raymond Vito

Recent Grad Aims to Improve iPad Experience 
KRISTEN SHAW
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

When Daniel Hooper became 
frustrated with editing text on his 
iPad, he wrote an application that 
could revolutionize the way users 
select and arrange their words on 
tablets.

“I see the iPad as the future of comput-
ing, and I think a couple years down the 
road it will be the only thing most people 
own,” said Hooper, who earned a bach-
elor’s degree in computational media from 
Georgia Tech in May. “Because of that, I 
feel a lot of things need to get better — 
particularly editing text.”

The Hooper Selection uses the keyboard 
to select, copy and paste text, rather than 
having the user highlight on the text itself. 
Hooper demonstrates the method in a 
YouTube video (visit tinyurl.com/cvq9l3x) 
that has garnered more than 600,000 views 
and drawn attention from media outlets 
such as Business Insider, Gizmodo and 
Engadget. As for the name, Hooper himself 

can’t take credit. 
“Another developer 

emailed me saying he 
had made a Wikipedia 
page,” Hooper said. 
“He was concerned 
so many people were 
copying the work that 
I wouldn’t be remem-
bered as the creator. 
The name is kind of 
dorky and still sounds 
weird to me, but it 
works.”

Hooper, who him-
self is an iPad and 
iPhone owner, has 
been working on iOS 
development since his freshman year at 
Tech. Last fall, he created a game called 
Percepto, and Hooper Selection emerged as 
a project for his digital humanities course 
last spring.

“It’s sort of a bland thing, text edit-
ing, but it’s so key to everything you do. 
Regardless of the app, you’re probably typ-
ing at some point.” 

Whether Apple implements the idea or 

not, Hooper hopes it inspires all companies 
to put more time and research into this 
aspect of the tablet user experience. He’s 
already seen some third-party developers 
use it in their applications. 

“I put the video out there hoping people 
would think it was cool and, at the very 
least, make them unhappy with the current 
state even if this isn’t the solution.  
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The Hooper Selection uses the iPad keyboard to select, 
copy and paste text, rather than having the user highlight 
on the text itself.
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Events continue on page 3

ARTS & 
CULTURE

Through June 1 
The Innermost Room is an exhibit 
that features original images and 
video and benefits Operation Photo 
Rescue. It is open to the public daily 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Robert C. 
Williams Paper Museum. 
http://ipst.gatech.edu  

June 6 
The Flicks on 5th film series will fea-
ture “Mission: Impossible 4” at 7 p.m. 
at Fifth Street, Tech Square. It’s free 
to attend and free popcorn will be 
provided.

CONFERENCES 
AND LECTURES

June 1 
The second annual Pediatric Surgery 
and Technology Research Day will be 
held from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Emory University School of Medicine. 
The seminar will showcase ongoing 
pediatric research projects from the 
Atlanta community.
tinyurl.com/cuun4b8

June 5  
An interactive workshop on “From 
Transit Hubs to Combat Zones: 
Serving the Government Customer 
with Lightweight Materials” will be 
held from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Global Learning Center.   
www.marc.gatech.edu/events/dpac 

June 7  
The Georgia Tech Business Network 
will host a panel on “Talking 
Traffic: A Public Forum on the July 
Transportation Referendum” at 6:30 
p.m. at LeCraw Auditorium, College 
of Management. The cost to attend is 
$15 and includes drinks and appetiz-
ers. Register at  
tinyurl.com/c92pebd      

TRAINING

May 31 
A course open to Georgia Tech 
employees on “Effective Problem 
Solving in a Customer Care 
Environment” will be offered from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in room 308, Savant 
Building. To register visit  
www.trains.gatech.edu

June 5 
A defensive driving course open to 
employees will be offered from 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. in room 343, Student 
Center. Register at  
www.trains.gatech.edu

June 13 
A course open to employees on CPR/
AED/First Aid Training will be offered 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in room 321, 
Student Center. To register visit  
www.trains.gatech.edu

Library Appoints 
Associate Deans
TEARANNY STREET
LIBRARY AND INFORMATION CENTER

Both Bruce Henson and Jeff Carrico have served as 
interim associate deans in the Georgia Tech Library 
since 2011 and have been officially appointed to 
these positions. In addition, a new director of busi-
ness operations, Vanessa Payne, was hired and will 
assume her position on June 1.        

“Henson and Carrico have been perform-
ing extremely well in these roles for more 
than a year and it was past time to recognize 
their contribution to the Library and the 
Institute,” said Catherine Murray-Rust, vice 
provost for learning excellence and dean of 
libraries.

As associate dean for research and learn-
ing services, Henson is responsible for refer-
ence and information services, the Library 
and Clough Commons 

service desks, faculty engagement, the multi-
media center, Archives and the Architecture 
Library.

Carrico now serves as associate dean for 
scholarly communication and access where 
he oversees collection development, infor-
mation delivery, information technology, 
collection development, acquisitions, cata-
loging, scholarly communication and digital 
curation services.

Payne will oversee business/finance, facilities, human resources, 
security, and shipping and receiving.

                     www.library.gatech.edu

Bruce Henson

Materials Science, 
Engineering Appoints 
New School Chair
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Naresh Thadhani has been appointed chair of Georgia 
Tech’s School of Materials Science and Engineering 
(MSE), effective Aug. 1.  

“Naresh brings with him a great set of teach-
ing, research and outreach skills to the position 
of school chair. He will provide excellent vision 
and leadership to ensure the success of the fac-
ulty, staff and students,” said Gary S. May, dean 
of the College of Engineering. “Naresh will use 
his exceptional knowledge and experience to 
continue to advance the school and build on its 
successes.”

Thadhani, who is currently a professor and 
associate chair of the school, said he is honored 
to have the opportunity to serve as chair of MSE.

“I look forward to partnering with the outstanding faculty, staff, 
students and alumni in taking MSE to the next level of excellence and 
recognition,” he said.

Thadhani’s research focuses on studies of shock-induced physical, 
chemical and mechanical changes for the processing of novel materi-
als and for proving the deformation and fracture response of metals, 
ceramics, polymers and composites subjected to high-rate impact 
loading conditions.

He has been recognized as a Fellow of ASM International based on 
his contributions in “materials effects of shock compression.” 

He earned his PhD in metallurgical engineering from the New 
Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology. He joined the faculty of 
MSE in September of 1992.

                            www.mse.gatech.edu

Naresh Thadhani

Jeff Carrico

Professional Ed Dean to Lead GT-Savannah
NIKKI TROXCLAIR
PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

The Georgia Tech-Savannah cam-
pus is transitioning into a hub for 
professional education, as recom-
mended by the Institute’s task force 
report last summer. Professional 
Education Dean Nelson Baker 
will lead the new direction of the 
Savannah campus.        

Baker is a nationally 
recognized leader in 
award-winning edu-
cational technologies 
designed for and applied 
to engineering and tech-
nical environments.  

As the dean of 
Professional Education, 
Baker is responsible for 
the oversight of all pro-
fessional education programs at Georgia Tech 

and for the distance-delivered master’s degree 
programs.

“Nelson will provide the leadership and 
direction needed to guide Georgia Tech-
Savannah through this transformation,” said 
Provost Rafael L. Bras. “He has a strong vision 
for professional education at Georgia Tech, 
and Savannah can play a key role through its 
new mission focused on meeting the needs 
of the community and industry in the coastal 
Georgia area.”

GT-Savannah will begin to offer profes-
sional education classes this fall in the areas of 
OSHA, LEAN Healthcare, supply chain logis-
tics and project management, with additional 
programs to be scheduled in the future. 

The Savannah campus will also continue to 
deepen engagement with the community via 
partnerships with industry, other educational 
institutions, K-12 outreach and the military.

“I’m excited that Georgia Tech is investing 
in the Savannah campus through our profes-
sional education program,” Baker said. “Over 
the last year, I have learned that the Savannah 
business community is very dedicated to 

working with GT-Savannah. Our goal is to 
create new programs that will have a vital and 
lasting impact in Savannah and the coastal 
region.”

Within the educational technology domain, 
Baker has helped create and assess technology 
used by students in the pursuit of evaluat-
ing the impacts on knowledge retention and 
transfer.  

These activities have included multilingual 
Web-based intelligent simulations for prob-
lem solving, intelligent tutors, student mod-
els, virtual reality interfaces for education and 
medical assistants for physicians.

Baker’s research interests include intelli-
gent learning environments for engineering, 
applications of artificial intelligence and other 
computer-based techniques to solve engineer-
ing problems, as well as robotic applications 
in civil engineering. 

He holds a master’s and PhD in civil engi-
neering from Carnegie Mellon and a bach-
elor’s degree from Georgia Tech.                     

     www.savannah.gatech.edu

Nelson Baker
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Campus News

AUTOMOBILE

1998 Black BMW 750iL. Full options, 
141K mileage. $5,400 OBO. Ultra-
smooth and strong ride. All service 
records. New A/C, tires, spark plugs, 
belts, battery and control arms. Just 
passed emissions test. Still needs knock 
sensor. Email sina.khorasani@ece. 
gatech.edu.

1991 Harley-Davidson XLH883 Sportster 
motorcycle. 28,300 miles, five speed, 
belt drive, black. One owner. $3,000. 
Call 404-894-9599 or email joe.mckee@
oit.gatech.edu.

2004 BMW Z4 2.5i five-speed manual, 
silver with black convertible top, 70K, 
good condition and dealer serviced. 
New tires. Powerful engine is a blast to 
drive. $12,900 (negotiable). Email greg.
mccormick@gtri.gatech.edu or call 404-
683-3791.

REAL ESTATE/
ROOMMATES

2BR/2BA condo for rent. Piedmont Park 
is your front yard. Private entrance, two 
reserved parking spaces just steps from 
your front door. Five minutes to campus. 
$1,450/mo. Call 770-331-7497 or email 
mlwilliams@aol.com.

Apartment for rent in private home.
Private entrance. 1BR/1BA. Utilities 
included, cable, separate alarm, use 
of W/D and Wi-Fi. $550 per mo. Good 
neighborhood. Call 404-252-2486.

Roommate wanted to share 4BR/2.5BA 
home in quiet Decatur suburb. $575/mo. 
(utilities included). Call 404-704-6710. 
Ask for Ms. Ellen.

3BR/2BA furnished, waterfront cot-
tage along the southern outer banks 
(Morehead City, N.C.); $750/mo. (rate for 
off-season). Wi-Fi, central HVAC, W/D, 
dock and boat slip. NO SMOKING OR 
PETS. Visit http://travel.ajc.com/ads/158 
or email jud.ready@gatech.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS

Classifieds continue on page 4
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EVENTS

For a more comprehensive listing of 
events, updated daily, visit  
www.gatech.edu/calendar.

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
May 30 
President G. P. “Bud” Peterson and 
Steve Cross, executive vice president 
for research, will host a town hall at 
10 a.m. It is open to all but will be 
targeted to research faculty and staff 
at Georgia Tech Research Institute 
(GTRI), Georgia Tech Research 
Corporation and the Enterprise 
Innovation Institute. Both Peterson 
and Cross will provide  brief updates, 
followed by an opportunity for ques-
tions and discussion. The event will be 
held at the GTRI Conference Center 
and will be webcast at  
http://webcast.gtri.gatech.edu

June 11 
Join the Georgia Tech GIS Community 
of Interest, led by the GIS@Georgia 
Tech Research Institute (GTRI) 
Program. Parking is free. RSVP to 
Danielle.Ayan@gtri.gatech.edu. The 
group will meet at 11:30 a.m. at GTRI.  

Peachtree Veteran? 
We’re doing an article featuring 
stories and memories from people 
who have participated in the 
Peachtree Road Race. If you have 
a story to share, email editor@
comm.gatech.edu. 

VITO, continued from page 1

Faculty Use Video Projects to Engage Students
AMELIA PAVLIK
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

When it comes to gauging a stu-
dent’s understanding of what’s going 
on in class, a video can be much 
more revealing than the average 
homework assignment.    

“Students tend to stretch the limits of the 
collaborative nature of your average home-
work assignment and often arrive at the 
correct answer without understanding the 
material,” said Ed Greco, an instructor who 
coordinates half of the introductory courses 
in the School of Physics. “But when the 
assignment requires them to problem solve in 
a short video, it becomes very difficult to hide 
the gaps in their understanding.”

Greco began using the videos as a learning 
tool after attending a workshop sponsored by 
the Center for the Enhancement of Teaching 
and Learning. At the workshop, Greco met 
Jarrad Reddick, academic support manager 
for OMED: Educational Services, who was 
already using video as a way to urge calculus 
students to demonstrate their knowledge.  

“I became interested in championing video 
use in class because my master’s thesis focus-
es on the integration of multimedia technolo-
gies into science, technology, engineering and 
math courses at Georgia Tech,” Reddick said. 
“In addition to providing Ed with support, 
I’m currently working with faculty from the 
schools of Mathematics and Biology to help 
them integrate video use into classes. And I’ve 
partnered with the Center for 21st Century 
Universities to work on other ways to employ 
video use in the classroom.”

This academic year, Greco gave students 
the option to submit a short video response to 
a physics-based problem for extra credit. Last  
semester, for example, he provided a viral 
video of people swinging on the world’s larg-
est rope swing (visit tinyurl.com/7lhcdf7).   

Approximately 20 percent of his students 
participated and created five-minute vid-
eos that modeled the physics of the swing. 
Students were asked to respond to questions 
including, “Where along the trajectory is the 
tension of the stretchy rope the greatest?”

Greco encouraged students to use whatever 
video camera was available, whether it was a 
camcorder or a cell phone. (The Library offers 
a variety of digital camcorders if students are 
in need of one: visit www.library.gatech.edu/

gadgets.)
Reddick was available to help Greco’s stu-

dents with the projects and encourages any 
student who has a question about creating a 
video to contact OMED for assistance. 

“I think one of the greatest misconceptions 
about OMED is that we only serve minority 
students. In reality, we support all students,” 
Reddick added.

In addition to making a video to earn the 
extra credit, each participant also had to rank 
eight student videos, which Greco randomly 
assigned, from favorite to least favorite. The 
amount of extra credit earned was dependent 
on the student’s average ranking received 
from their peers.

“It’s important to emphasize to students 
that the videos will be judged on the quality 
of the physics, not the production quality of 
the video,” Greco said. “This prevents stu-
dents from inflating their rankings with com-
edy or satire.”

Greco didn’t provide a specific rubric or 
solutions, just questions for students to keep 
in mind as they viewed each video. The prob-
lem itself was open in nature, so there was no 
correct answer, he added. 

Each time Greco offers these assignments, 
he is able to improve the process.

“For example, last semester when I first 
tried this, I didn’t realize that most students 
will wait until the last second to submit their 
assignment, and this was problematic when it 
came time for students to upload their videos 
to T-Square,” Greco said. “T-Square couldn’t 
handle hundreds of students uploading and 
converting large videos all at the same time.” 

To remedy the problem, this semester stu-
dents were allowed to upload their videos 
anywhere on the web (e.g., to YouTube or 
Vimeo). The only requirement was that they 
had to provide a URL where the video could 
be accessed. 

Another change that Greco will make next 
semester is to require the videos rather than 
make them extra credit. 

“Students have been receptive to the videos 
being mandatory, with the understanding that 
I would need to dial back some other tasks 
related to the class, given creating the videos 
takes more time and effort,” Greco said. “And 
I’m willing to do this, because the videos are 
much more useful to me when it comes to 
ensuring that students are learning the mate-
rial.”

For more information, contact Greco at 
ed.greco@gatech.edu or Reddick at jreddick@
omed.gatech.edu. 

IPAD, continued from page 1

The images above are taken from two of the extra credit videos submitted by Susmita Gorai 
(top) and Sara Ferretti (bottom) who were both students in Ed Greco’s spring semester phys-
ics course. Check out the full videos at tinyurl.com/7yac7q7 and tinyurl.com/6nw9ov9.

I enjoyed using my prototype so much that I thought, other 
people probably want this, but it’s something Apple would 
have to do since it’s kind of a system-level thing.” A modi-
fied version of Hooper’s idea by another developer has been 
made available to those willing to jailbreak their phones, but 
nothing from Apple has been implemented at this time.

“Through programs such as the Georgia Tech Fund for Innovation in 
Research and Education and Flashpoint, we are making significant investments 
to help foster the creative spirit of our faculty, students and the local commu-
nity,” said Executive Vice President for Research Steve Cross. “Ray’s leadership 
and passion for these initiatives have been instrumental in their success.”

An expert in bioengineering and computer-aided engineering design, Vito has 
stayed connected to the School of Mechanical Engineering as an instructor and 
faculty advisor to Tech’s chapter of the engineering honor society Tau Beta Pi.

“Ray Vito was in the vanguard of bioengineering research in the 1980s along 
with Don Giddens and Bob Nerem and really helped to put us on the map,” 
said William Wepfer, chair of the School of Mechanical Engineering. “Ray’s 
contributions to Georgia Tech are epic in impact, and I am glad that he will be 
working with us after retirement to continue to advance these goals.”

A retirement celebration event, co-hosted by the School of Mechanical 
Engineering and the Office of the Provost, is being planned for the beginning of 
the fall semester. 
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3BR/2BA furnished house for rent in 
Decatur. $1,500, plus utilities. Ideal for 
sabbatical. Available Aug. 1, 2012, to 
July 15, 2013. Contact Stavros at 404-
894-6614 or stavros@math.gatech.edu.

Beautiful ranch house. 3BR/1.5BA for 
rent in Doraville. Well maintained, good 
neighborhood, large yard, screened 
porch, fireplace and hardwood floors. 
Close to I-85, I-285 and MARTA for an 
easy commute to GT. Walking distance 
from shops and restaurants. $1,050/
mo., plus utilities. Contact Johannes at 
johannes.leisen@chemistry.gatech.edu.

Finished basement for rent in Marietta 
30068 — close to I-75. 1 to 2BR/1BA 
and garage. Security. $850 w/utilities. 
770-712-1436.

Lake Lanier deep-water lot and house 
on the south side of lake. Awesome 
view, sidewalk to water, dock permit, 
boathouse with swim dock attached and 
electrical for dock. House has windows 
across lakefront side. Call 770-827-8706 
or email lakelanier@mail.com.

Faculty member seeks undergrad or 
grad female roommate for large fur-
nished studio in Biltmore, 855 West 
Peachtree, for fall 2012 and spring 2013. 
Monthly rent per person: $550, plus 
utilities (trash, water, electricity). Email 
angela.dallevacche@lcc.gatech.edu.

2BR/1.5BA townhouse in Panama City 
Beach. Great location. Pictures available 
upon request. $110K. Call 404-210-8271 
or email alroper3984@gmail.com.

Looking for two working professional 
or grad student roommates to share 
large, fully furnished 2BR/2BA Buckhead 
condo. Close to Tech campus. $650/
mo., includes utilities and cable/internet. 
Call 404-561-5052.

Rental to share in Avondale Estates. 
Private BR/BA with full access to house. 
Basement for storage. Great location. 
$600 per month. Utilities included. Email 
lukeismydog@hotmail.com.

Well-maintained 3/2 ranch with beauti-
ful yard. Large living room, beautiful 
kitchen, hardwood floors. Freshly 
painted and ready to move in. One mile 
from East-West Connector and Powder 
Springs Road with convenient shopping 
nearby. $850/mo. Contact Shawn Oates 
at 770-789-0202.

MISCELLANEOUS

For sale: queen size bed, includes box 
spring, mattress and frame. $40. JVC 
Standard Definition 32-in. TV w/remote 
and stand. $50. Call 678-687-7884.

Red microfiber sofa from Rooms To Go, 
$175. Wood dinnette set, $35. Two wood 
bookshelves, $10. Wood rocking chair, 
$25. Entertainment center with wheels, 
$20. Call 706-254-5642.

Used 90-gallon, reef-ready, saltwater 
show tank by Oceanic with left corner 
overflow box. Tank only, no hood or 
stand. Dimensions: 32 in. high by 15 in. 
deep by 48 in. wide. $400. Call 404-385-
2175.

2005 Emerson TV with 20.5-in. screen 
and remote, good working condition, 
stand included. Email to see pictures. Will 
bring to campus for the buyer. Make offer 
at jennifer.tyner@comm.gatech.edu.

Thomasville bookcase twin bed and 
trundle storage drawers for sale. Great 
condition. Bed measures 42.5 in. wide by 
90 in. long. Bookcase is 12 in. deep. Two 
large storage drawers underneath mea-
sure 37 in. wide by 39 in. long  by 9.5 in. 
deep. $350. Email msg624@gmail.com.

Ads run for three issues in the order  
in which they are received.  

Email submissions to  
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS
Community News
Fate Guides Leasure’s Animal Rescue Work
AMELIA PAVLIK 
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

What started as an effort to keep 
a stray cat from being euthanized 
turned into a way of life for Michael 
Leasure.         

“My wife and I have rescued more than 25 
dogs and cats over the years,” said Leasure, 
associate director of energy conservation for 
Facilities. “Our strategy is to rescue animals 
that fall in our path, meaning that we don’t 
seek them out.”

It all started in 2001 when Leasure and 
his future wife found two wild kittens and 
their mother. The couple took the cats to the 
Humane Society only to learn that the moth-
er would likely be euthanized — and Leasure 
wasn’t willing to accept that answer. 

“I told my wife Renee that I was going to 
tame that wild cat,” he said. “We had some 
tough times initially, but now the cat, Mona 
Lisa, loves me to death.”

Although the cost to rescue an animal can 
be anywhere between $250-600, Leasure 
takes it in stride. 

The couple does not charge a fee for 
people to adopt the animals. Before they 
will give the animal to a new owner, the two 
require the prospective owner to visit their 
home (with any pets), and they will visit the 
person’s home. 

“And we have said ‘no’ to people,” Leasure 
said, which is part of the reason why he and 
his wife have six permanent pets — all of 
which were originally rescue animals.

Recently, The Whistle had an opportunity 
to learn more about Leasure and his time at 
Georgia Tech. 

What did you want to be when you were a 
child?         

I remember the moment in high school 
when I realized that I wanted to be an  

engineer. I was sitting in a McDonald’s park-
ing lot, where I was working at the time, 
and my buddy asked me what I wanted to 
do with my life. He said he was going to be 
an engineer like his father, and I had an a-ha 
moment. I always enjoyed taking things apart 
and putting them back together, so being an 
engineer sounded like a good fit for me, too. 

How did you get to Tech?     
I worked for Pillsbury in Tennessee for 

many years doing project engineering. But 
I wasn’t feeling challenged anymore. So I 
moved to Atlanta to be closer to my sister 
and took another job for a company that I 
later learned was going under. I soon found 
myself interviewing for a job at Tech as an 
infrastructure manager in Facilities. And 14 
years and two promotions later, here I am.

What is something that you’d like for people 
to know about your job?   

These days, most of my time is spent over-
seeing a staff that includes 15 engineers. My 

job is to keep everyone on track and to coach 
people on how to solve problems related to 
keeping energy costs down. I wish people 
realized that although there are things to 
improve about energy conservation in the 
buildings on campus, we’ve come a long way. 
For example, 20 years ago the administration 
started updating the central chiller plant (the 
source of most air conditioning on campus). 
We’ve been working on this behind the 
scenes for a long time and have made some 
great progress. 

What is most satisfying about your work?
I still get to create and fix things. For 

example, the College of Computing had a 
lecture hall that flooded every time it rained. 
For more than 10 years, many people tried to 
fix it — but my team finally did. 

Where is your favorite place on campus?
There’s a bench in front of the Ferst Center 

that is next to a statue of former dean George 
C. Griffin. I really like this spot because it’s 
shady and usually cool. 

What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever 
heard?

President Reagan used to have something 
on his desk that said, “There’s no limit to 
what you can do if you don’t care who gets 
the credit.” 

Where is your favorite place to have lunch?
Firehouse Subs — they have the best meat-

ball sub.  

Tell us something about yourself that others 
might not know.

I had such severe dyslexia that by 
the fourth grade I still could not read. 
Thankfully, my parents recognized the 
problem and got me help. Now, I will soon 
graduate with a Master of Science in Systems 
Engineering from Southern Polytechnic State 
University.

Members of the Boyan Lab in the Department of Biomedical 
Engineering were the first to be named a “G.T.I.F. Weekly Winner.” 

Show Spirit on Fridays,
Participate in G.T.I.F.

Georgia Tech, It’s Friday is a new initiative that encour-
ages faculty and staff members to show a little school 
spirit. 

To participate, wear Tech colors or spirit gear on Fridays throughout 
the summer. By 11 a.m. on Fridays, upload a photo of everyone in your 
department showing Tech spirit to the G.T.I.F. Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/GTFriday). 

One department will be selected as the weekly winner and will 
receive goodies and gifts. For more information about G.T.I.F., visit       

                          tinyurl.com/broyczp               

Michael Leasure with two of his rescue dogs.
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RSVP to Attend 
Diversity Roundtable 

Staff members are invited to 
participate in Georgia Tech’s 
annual Diversity Roundtable 
at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
June 6, in the Student Center 
Ballroom. Seating is limited. 
For more information and to 
RSVP, go to 

tinyurl.com/bvl9437

•	Hispanic/Latino outreach initiatives through the Institute’s Office 
of Hispanic Initiatives and Parents Program 

•	STEM Enrichment/Summer Programming

For more information about diversity initiatives at Tech, visit

                     www.diversity.gatech.edu


