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This is a proposal for a Poster for Open Repositories 2009 describing ongoing work by the University of London Computer Centre and the Linnean Society of London to provide online access to a large quantity of digitised material from the archives of the 18th Century scientist Carl Linnaeus (www.linnean-online.org).

The collection includes digitised versions of the majority of Linneaus’s botanical specimens - plants, insects, fish - and his correspondence with other leading contemporaries, such as Anders Celsius and Daniel Fahrenheit. (Although Celsius devised the temperature scale, it was Linnaeus who gave it its familiar form by inverting Celsius’ system.)

The development and population of the repository continues on a steady schedule to make new materials available as they are digitised.

Technical innovations have included several additions to the core EPrints functionality. For the user, these include:

· use of the FSI Viewer utility to enable the user to magnify and measure the images
· embedded hyperlinks to cross-link common metadata values
· user-managed bookmarks
· links to an external site of transcripts and translations of the correspondences
In the back-end, Linnean-Online actually uses two EPrints instances, one to manage the botanical specimens, and one to manage the correspondence collection. These have been combined to function seamlessly as a single system (e.g, for searching).

Work on Linnean Online also led to a UK JISC-funded project, SNEEP (Social Networking Extensions for EPrints). This extended the Bookmarks functionality to implement user-contributed Comments and Tagging for items in the repository. In a repository such as Linnean Online (and another university image archive that ULCC is currently developing) these features offer great potential (for example, the Linnean Society is considering a collaborative project using tagging to collect vernacular names for its specimens.) Interestingly, however,in the field of ‘traditional’  OA IRs there remains great cultural resistance to the idea of letting users add comments to items’ abstract pages. However some universities (Lincoln, Amsterdam) have begun investigating use of the SNEEP extensions with their repositories.

The Linnean Online project demonstrates the effective use of repository software beyond the familiar ETDR OA University Repository, to form the robust heart of a public access digital archive for image collections. The differing attitudes to SNEEP demonstrate that not all repositories are alike -  and features universally accepted in the Web 2.0 world (blogging, Flickr) can still make academic institutions nervous!

The poster will highlight these features, with smashing screenshots of the Linnean System and SNEEP plugins in action.

