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By Narendhra Seshadri
Contributing Writer

Many students are unaware
of standard housing policies that
affect issues ranging from secu-
rity to heating and air condi-
tioning problems to energy
conservation. The Department
of Housing provides routine and
emergency maintenance and
housekeeping services to all of
Georgia Tech’s residence halls.
If students were not naïve to
some of the norms and regula-
tions administered by the De-
partment of Housing, “there
would be a lot less complaints at
the housing office from students,”
said Dan Morrison, the Associ-
ate Director of Residence Life.
Morrison pointed out that many
of the complaints are usually via
email and with respect to the
heat or air conditioning systems
in the dorms.

Although many of the choic-
es on when to raise or decrease
the temperature in the residence
halls have been made by Hous-
ing staff in the past, recent reno-
vations mean that the systems
have been modified. All of the

Thesis project to alleviate Atlanta’s traffic woes

By Derek Haynes
Managing Editor

It started with a map of At-
lanta, a collection of abandoned
railways and a student looking
for a master’s thesis project.

It might finish as a major
solution to Atlanta’s
transportation night-
mares.

In 1999
former

Geor-
gia Tech
student Ryan
Gravel, who
graduated from the
College of Architecture
and entered the City Plan-
ning master’s program in 1998,
began work on his Belt Line thesis
project. The Belt Line, a collec-
tion of railroads 22 miles in cir-
cumference, circles Atlanta with
a roughly six-mile loop. The rail-
road was used during Atlanta’s
industrial age but is mostly aban-
doned today with the advent of
truck freight. Gravel’s idea was
to use these existing rights-of-
ways for a light-rail transit sys-
tem to link Atlanta’s diverse
neighborhoods and promote
development on vacated indus-
trial land.

What makes this idea stand
out is the simplicity of the sys-

Dorm climates controlled by machine, not man

Computer security
compromised daily
By Christine Rutz
Contributing Writer

Everyday two to three million probes
enter Georgia Tech’s computer networks
scanning for vulnerable open ports in the
system.

The probes usually come from other
computers that have been “compromised,”
or infiltrated by a master computer. The
person, called a “cracker,” who originally
created the program uses other computers
as a base for spreading the compromising
program around the world wide web. Once
the cracker feels they have sufficiently spread
the program, they can send a command for
those computers to act. The number of
computers under the control of a cracker
can vary from 15 to as many as 1,000.
Usually, the command is a denial of service
to a website; Ebay recently faced a situation
like this one, in which a command to deny
service to their website was sent out to a
huge number of computers. The worst part
is that the majority of computer users don’t
even realize that their system has been com-
promised and unwittingly play a role in a
serious attack.

It is extremely difficult to trace an attack
back to the original creator because of alias
IP addresses and the fact that the cracker
uses other computers under his control to
send out the commands. An IP address is a
unique number assigned to every user of
the internet; however, most viruses forge an
IP address once they compromise a system
and therefore remain untraceable.

Georgia Tech’s system is especially tar-
geted because, as Greg Hale, Technical
Project Director for the Office of Informa-
tion Technology, explains, Tech has a big-
ger “pipe” to the Internet. Since Georgia
Tech provides internet access through its
own servers, it has more outgoing traffic
than incoming traffic. The sizable amount
of outgoing traffic is what makes the Geor-
gia Tech system so attractive to would-be
virus programs.

The weakest links in the Georgia Tech
computer systems are in Internet Relay Chat
(IRC), which functions similarly to AOL
Instant Messenger. Crackers use IRC to
direct the computer to act on a denial of
service command. Accordingly, OIT has
blocked IRC on all campus computer clus-
ters to prevent such an occurrence.

In some cases, however, OIT has pur-
posely left IRC on to attract probes so that
they can then attempt to trace the virus and
prevent future attacks from that source.
These special computers are set up so they
will not inadvertently infect the Georgia
Tech system.

Most of the attacks, however, do not
occur in computer clusters, but in residence
halls on student computers. Student com-
puters are more at risk because of the use of
servers. A server is any process on your PC
that is “listening” online for another PC to
access. Examples of these programs are Ka-
Zaa, Audiogalaxy or any other file-sharing
program. These programs make your com-
puter vulnerable to attack because they open
one to four ports on your system.

A standard computer has 65,535 ports
available; each operation that accesses the
internet has its own specific port. If you’re
really interested, you can find a list of port
assignments online at www.iana.org.

Websites act as servers, opening one port
and using that port to download informa-
tion from the web page onto a computer.
On the other hand, a file-share opens as

See Housing, page 16

Tech grad Ryan Gravel’s Belt Line proposal now subject of MARTA study.

See Security, page 16

tem. One of the
major problems
in creating a rail
system is pur-

chasing land for
the railway. That

won’t be a problem;
t h e

state of Georgia shouldn’t have
to compete with businesses to
purchase parts of the track it
doesn’t own. Another obstacle
is political opposition. Gravel’s
Belt Line thesis has seen any-
thing but.

“We’ve seen a lot of support
from in-town residents,” said At-
lanta City Council President
Cathy Woolard. “These are the
people more likely to get out of
their cars.”

A light rail system is also cheap-
er to build than a heavy rail sys-
tem like MARTA and less

expensive to run than a bus sys-
tem once implemented. The pro-
posed line would hit major points
and link big city parks. For ex-
ample, stops would be at Pied-
mont, Grant, Maddox, Perkerson
and Freedom parks. The train
would go as far north as Pied-
mont Hospital and as far south

as Zoo Atlanta. However,
the key to this system
isn’t what it connects
now, but what it can
connect in the future.
“Mostly it [the Belt
Line] serves future pop-
ulations,” said Gravel.
“It follows the indus-
trial land; you can see
at Little Five Points and
Inman Park a lot of
that property is being
developed at certain
densities. Those den-
sities support mass
transit.”

The tracks
would wind through

4,000 acres of redevelop-
ment sites with over half of the
land suitable for residential
and mixed-use development.

100,000 residents could be add-
ed to the development land.

With such a large portion of
the project based on land that
isn’t developed, Gravel acknowl-
edges that much of the Belt Line
hinges on the likelihood of these
areas being rebuilt.

“I don’t know if it would be
feasible without the develop-
ment,” said Gravel.

However, Gravel sees the mi-
gration of people back to the
city as a likely scenario.

“Traffic in the suburbs is get-
ting horrendous, so people are
starting to move into town. As

more people move into town,
traffic in the city is getting worse,
so as the traffic in the city gets
worse people are more likely to
ride [mass] transit.”

Georgia Tech Industrial En-
gineering major Salman Mian,
like many in the Tech commu-
nity, has experienced the subur-
ban traffic first hand.

“I’d lose two hours every day,”
said Mian, who drove from
Lawrenceville into Atlanta dur-
ing an internship this summer.
“The comforts of suburbia are
not worth that much time.”

Atlanta, highly criticized for
the traffic that people like Mian
experience, has also been ridi-
culed for its lack of pedestrian
and bicycle-friendly pathways.
Gravel’s Belt Line thesis helps
tackle this problem too; he pro-
poses that bicycle and pedestri-
an paths be implemented
alongside the tracks. Gravel the-
orizes that riding a bike along-
side the tracks would be just as
fast as driving a car inside Atlan-
ta.

“What this does is that it sep-
arates transit from street traffic,
and for that matter, bicycles. It
slices through the city,” explains
Gravel. “A lot of cities try to
build the transit along highways,
but it doesn’t work because you
can drive faster than you can get
out and get in the station.”

One of the people most in-
strumental in getting the project
to take off is City Council Pres-
ident Cathy Woolard, herself an
intown resident. Woolard, along
with Councilmember Lamar
Willis, introduced a proposal last
February in support of a MAR-

See Belt Line, page 14

newer residence halls and apart-
ment buildings, including the
ULC and the language house,
are equipped with four-pipe
HVAC systems that are con-
trolled automatically. The old-
er, traditional freshmen dorms
and the suite-style residence halls
(like Woodruff) that were not
built for the 1996 Olympics are
only equipped with a two-pipe
HVAC system.

“Normally, during moderate
conditions, both heated water
and chilled water is available to
condition the spaces in these
buildings. When the outside air
temperature rises above 55 de-
grees, the production of heated
water is reduced. Likewise, when
the air temperature falls below
65 degrees, chilled water for air
conditioning is reduced,” said
Morrison. He praises the new
system as being far more effi-
cient than the old one, which
relied on weather forecasts and
ended up being very unreliable.

“This automated system of
controls is designed to conserve
energy consumption within the

This sud’s for you
The logic behind the placement of laundry
facilities at Tech can confuse even the most
seasoned senior. Finally, the myriad of
mysteries is explained. Page 15

Sweet Home Alabama
Reese Witherspoon’s newest movie arrives
in theaters today. This romantic comedy
with a twist is a fresh update of the typical
formula Hollywood uses. Page 19

By Robert Hill / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
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Laundry locations, prices with a purpose
By Eric Vogel
Contributing Writer

To Georgia Tech residents, laun-
dry is simple: put your clothes in
the washer, swipe your BuzzCard,
hit start and chill out for the next 30
minutes or so. There’s actually quite
a bit more to it than that.

Administration of the campus
laundromats is handled, interest-
ingly enough, by the Student Cen-
ter department, which also handles
vending, bathrooms and many oth-
er smaller services that keep our In-
stitute functioning properly. While
as a whole these services come at a
cost, the laundromats themselves
do produce a slight profit.

In 2002, the Student Center re-
ceived a commission of $74,858
from Mac-Gray Services, the indus-
trial contractor that owns the some
450 Maytag washers and dryers on
campus. Of that, about $72,000
will be used to cover costs (water,
electricity, BuzzCard machines, etc.),
leaving about $3,000 to be added
to the Auxiliary Services general
funds. The contract with Mac-Gray
Services began in July of 1998 for a
period of one year with five planned
renewals. The washing machines pro-
vided by Mac-Gray have a seven- to
ten-year life expectancy; however,
Mac-Gray is responsible for any
maintenance they may require be-
yond what campus personnel can
provide.

The locations of the laundro-
mats for newer buildings (such as
the GLC) were determined by the
Department of Housing. As for older
communities like East Campus, Ann
Waters, Business Manager for the
Student Center, said, only half-jok-
ingly, “I’m sure no thought was put
into anything back then.”

With more than fifteen laundry
locations, one has to wonder who
decides which residents have access
to which laundry facilities. The only
reason all of the laundromats aren’t
open to all residents is security. Ac-

Belt Line from page 13

cording to Ms. Waters, Brittain was
previously open so that all students
would have access to the recreation
and vending areas, but the adminis-
tration had to lock it because they
“had street people literally sleeping
and living there.”

In collaboration with the Stu-
dent Center, the Housing Depart-
ment keyed the laundromat locks
so that the ratio of washers to beds
(meaning residents) was somewhat
balanced, though the capacity of
the laundry facilities isn’t typically
a problem. Student Center Direc-
tor Rich Steele admitted it “might
be easier if [Folk/Caldwell residents]
went to the ULC” to do their laun-
dry.

Some do laundry weekly, others
biweekly, but, more often, the laun-
dry is done “when I run out of
clothes,” as freshman Justin Jack-

son put it. When asked his opinion
on laundry at Tech, Justin respond-
ed, “It seems necessary sometimes.”

Many local students have a lux-
ury not available to non-locals: home.
“I just take it home and let my mom
do it whenever possible,” explained
freshman David Kenny. “I didn’t
even learn how to do laundry until
the week before school started.”

David is not the only one for
whom laundry is a new experience
altogether. West Campus resident
Brian Patterson has it even worse.
“To me, laundry is not an option. I
haven’t seen the laundry facilities
yet, and I still don’t know how to
do laundry.”

Off-campus residents have a
plethora of options available to them
as well. Most apartments in and

TA study to address the feasibility
of the Belt Line. Woolard, who re-
ceived the thesis in the mail from
Gravel in 2001, supports the Belt
Line in part because it strengthens
Atlanta’s innercity first before ex-
panding to the suburbs.

“If you can’t walk from the sta-
tion to work, what’s the purpose of
building outward?” said Woolard.

Another advantageous aspect of
light-rail systems is the stations them-
selves. They re-
semble glorified
bus stations more
than the huge
MARTA sta-
tions.

“I’d have no
problem with
seeing one in my
neighborhood,”
says Tech Civil
Engineering Ma-
jor Matthew
Haas, who lives
near the Lind-
burgh MARTA
station.

“It won’t di-
vide the neigh-
borhood like the
traditional [MARTA] stations.”

Gravel’s thesis includes 40 of the
light rail stations, spaced about a
half-mile apart. The system would
connect to five MARTA stations—
Lindbergh, Inman Park/Reynold-
stown, West End, Ashby and
Bankhead. The closest station to
the Tech campus would be at North-
side Drive.

“The idea is that these are sta-
tions that you walk to, so you live
within a quarter to a half-mile walk,”
said Gravel.

Woolard also emphasized a rela-
tively new option: flex trolley. A
flex trolley is a train on rubber tires.
Many Atlanta residents have rid-
den on one and not known it: the
shuttle system at Hartsfield Airport
is a flex trolley system. The prime
advantage of a flex trolley system is

its ability to move from city streets
to dedicated paths. A flex trolley
system would also be cheaper to
build than the light-rail Belt Line,
which has an estimated cost of 600
million to one billion dollars. Grav-
el sees no problem implementing a
flex trolley on the Belt Line, although
he’d like to see a more permanent
light-rail system.

“This would work well with a
flex trolley. The cost and the speed

of implementa-
tion of a flex
trolley is a lot
faster,” said
Gravel.

While
a timeline for
the project is dif-
ficult to set as
the feasibility
study has yet to
begin, the trans-
portation con-
sulting firm
URS estimates
construction
could begin 12
years from now.
However, Grav-
el is optimistic

that it could begin before then based
on how quickly the plan has moved
from a collection of railways on a
map to an important part of the
city’s transit solution.

Solving Atlanta’s transportation
woes requires more than one point
of attack, and strengthening the in-
town transit system is only part of
the solution. MARTA has been con-
ducting research on a northwest line
and there have been many discus-
sions regarding a rail system along
major Atlanta highways. However,
Gravel’s unique Belt Line plan could
be remembered as the most inno-
vated of the ideas.

For more information about light rail
development, visit Atlanta City Council
President Cathy Woolard’s website at
cathywoolard.com.

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
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See Laundry, page 16

“A lot of cities try to
build the transit along
highways, but it
doesn’t work because
you can drive faster
than you can get out
and get in the station”
Ryan Gravel
GT grad, on his Belt Line thesis
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many as 4 ports and keeps them
open until a computer connects to
it, making the computer vulnera-
ble. The difference between the web
page and the file-share program are
the exposed, open ports of the file-
share; they are prime targets for vi-
ral probes.

Hale recommends the follow-
ing to Georgia Tech students to
protect their systems from crackers:
Do not run a server/file-share pro-
gram on your computer; run anti-
virus software and update it with
patches; and install a firewall on
your computer and use it to protect
your files from unknown persons.

Hale said, “Servers leave you vul-
nerable. Period.”

Tech students can download anti-
virus and firewall software free of charge
off of the OIT website:
www.oit.gatech.edu. More informa-
tion about information security at
Georgia Tech can be found on
www.security.gatech.edu.

Security from page 13Housing from page 13

buildings. This system allows occu-
pants to switch between heating and
air conditioning at their discretion.
Our older residence halls and apart-
ments that have the two-pipe sys-
tem will be transitioned or started
based upon outside air temperature.
When the outside air temperature
rises above 55 degrees, the produc-
tion of heated water is reduced. Like-
wise, when the air temperature falls
below 65 degrees, chilled water for
air conditioning is reduced. The
Metasys program installed allows
the two-pipe system to mimic the
newer four-pipe systems and pro-
vides greater creature comfort.
Cloudman and Harrison are the only
two-pipe systems that require man-
ual conversion from A\C to Heat-
ing.”

While there are water shortages
on rare occasions, Housing will usu-
ally provide adequate notice to res-
idents. The warnings, in the form
of flyers and email, are usually given
three to five days in advance so that

students can make alternative ar-
rangements. Sometimes the prob-
lem is not just a shortage of water,
but repairs with the system, upgrades
or general maintenance. The major
upgrades are usually saved until “af-
ter students move out or right after
exams,” said Morrison.

Some students complain about
the efficiency of Housing’s service,
but this is primarily due to a mas-
sive overload of maintenance requests
sent in by students. The highest
overload occurs during the initial
move-in, when housing receives a
lot of complaints.

Morrison said that “although
there are only a few complaints ev-
ery once in a while, students can
help themselves by not filtering out
Housing emails, and observing for
notices in their dorms.”

Unfortunately, flyers are ripped
down and other students do not get
to see the notices that were meant
to stay in their dorm. If students
took a more positive approach “there
would be a lot less complaints and
they would be helping out each other
as well as Housing,” said Morrison.

around Atlanta have nearby laun-
dromats available which are equal
in cost to on-campus facilities. Ryan
Vogel, who lives in the Georgian
Hills apartment complex, said
“there’s a laundromat by the pool,
but I’ve never actually used it,” since

his apartment has its own machines.

Laundry users can report problems
or make suggestions about  laundro-
mats by calling (404) 895-2788
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or by
dialing (404) 894-HELP after hours.

Laundry from page 15

Where are the washers?

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Laundry roomLaundry roomLaundry roomLaundry roomLaundry room WashersWashersWashersWashersWashers DryersDryersDryersDryersDryers Service areaService areaService areaService areaService area

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Hopkins 24 24 Area II Housing: 652 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Brittain 30 21 East Campus FE dorms: 1,853 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Burge 7 6 64 apartments

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Fitten 12 12 Freeman, Montag, Fitten: 740 beds
Commons 6 6 Folk, Hefner, Cauldwell, Armstrong:

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

576 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Woodruff 24 24 560 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Callaway 16 16 156 families

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Healy 6 6 50 apartments

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Center Street 12 12 400 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Eighth Street 26 26 650 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

ULC 18 18 427 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

GLC 15 14 344 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Hemphill 11 11 328 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Fourth Street 8 8

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Sixth Street 14 16 580 beds

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

TOTALTOTALTOTALTOTALTOTAL 233233233233233 224224224224224
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Does MTV’s Sorority Life portray an accurate view of greek life?

Sliver Box
whoever reversed the picture on page 4 should be ashamed!
here she comes with them daisy dukes on
Why are these comics the same as last week?
Whatever happened to “Techs and the City?” I really miss the poorly-
hidden weekly plea for a date.
Someone needs to tell SGA that when you say the pledge, you cover
your heart (located under your LEFT breast).
you never know how slow the moments go till I’m near to you
it’s not that i don’t know, it’s that i don’t care. nice to know you.
goodbye.
It is not about what you did last night!!
Good guys finish last because they are only good in the beginning.
Can I get some credit for creating the away message/profile awards.
Bilbo for starting quarterback!!!
D@#! Clemson
“When virtual reality gets cheaper than dating, society is doomed.”
—Scott Adams
just the beginning...plenty more to come...thought I’d let you know
(#1)
are u butch or femme or are you going to keep us guessing
you gogetter
If someone can give me a way to get over him in one night I will pay
you $100 cash cause I am tired of trying to get over him
let’s just hope BYU’s defensive line is worse than Clemson’s cuz our
O-line is hurting bad.
Drowning in Death Valley on Saturday was not worth it.
I have never seen more hicks in orange overalls than I did last
Saturday. Get a life Clemson.
what is this rabbit food you speak of?
Have you heard Weberdog yet? www.weberdog.com
If someone puts in “Peanut Butter Jelly and a Baseball bat” in again,
I am going to slap myself
Coca-Cola has a Ph of 3.0, Battery Acid has a Ph of 2.5
my sac was ramblin last friday..oh yeah
“We’ll put a boot in your ass, for the U.S. of A!”
Sponge Bob Square Pants is cool
What about the badonkadonk butt?
What about the badonkadonk butt?
I’m gonna miss Ophia. She understood me. She had red yarn for hair.
It is the decided opinion of all who use their brains, that all men desire
to be happy. - St. Augustine
slap my bitch up! or is it slap my ass up? i’d prefer the latter
I got a buzz at Tech... off 3 beers
Halo anyone? HYAH!
Peanut butter jelly WITH a baseball bat! Not “and”
Will you be my Callipygian Angel?
why do people put to-do lists up on aim? we don’t really care unless
they get them done right?
is it fall break yet? I am ready for it
They really need to start selling cigarettes in the Student Center
again.
All she wants is disco potential
Wow. Fastlane really....sucks.
Well, if I can’t charm you, I’ll just strong-arm you to bed.
slap my bitch with....peanut butter jelly with a baseball bat!
you’re not going crazy, you’re going sane in a crazy world
mmm.....nucci
wax yo ‘stache
what’s the name of the game?
how do we play it?
why do we play it:?
Someone needs to learn that Div. I-AA is not real football

By Kimberly Rieck
Senior Staff Writer

Over the summer, MTV added
another show to the reality genre—
Sorority Life. Sorority Life chroni-
cled the lives of the Sigma Alpha
Epsilon Pi Sorority at University of
California-Davis and their mem-
bers during rush in Spring 2002.

MTV chose SAEPi because the
sorority is relatively new (it’s only
four years old) and had less than
forty members. MTV was unable
to get permission from any Nation-
al Panhellenic Conference sorority
to film the lives of any NPC sorori-
ty. NPC is the organization to which
all six national sororities on Geor-
gia Tech’s campus belong to.

“I think that is it extremely un-
likely that Panhellenic, our campus
chapters or the Institute itself, would
approve any of Tech’s sororities, or
fraternities for the matter, having
their lifestyle taped, especially after
seeing this show. The view shown

on TV, good or bad, would not just
reflect on the Greek community but
also on the Georgia Tech commu-
nity, something that this chapter at
UC-Davis may not have consid-
ered. MTV is for entertainment;
they’re going to show the scenes
that will keep ratings high,” said
Christina Lee, Panhellenic Execu-
tive Vice President.

In return for permission to film
their sorority, Sigma AEPi was giv-
en some benefits. The sorority re-
ceived the use of a new “Pledge
House,” national exposure and fi-
nancial contributions.

So what’s the difference between
a typical sorority at Georgia Tech
and SAEPi? We asked Lee and An-
drea Pesonen, Panhellenic President,
for their input.

TQ: On the show, the pledges
lived in a house together before they
were iniated as sisters. Is that a typ-
ical scenario?

Pesonen: Usually potential new
members do not live in the house

with sisters before initiation.
TQ: In several shows, the sisters

consumed alcohol in the pledge
house. Is alcohol permitted on NPC
house grounds?

Pesonen: All NPC sororities have
National rules that do not allow al-
cohol permitted on the grounds at
all.

TQ: During formal in San Fran-
cisco, two pledges and their dates
left the formal early and went to a
strip club. Afterwards, the pledges
received harsh criticism from their
sisters. So are there any consequences
for leaving formal early?

Lee: Typically, sororities have bus-
es that run back and forth to and
from their functions, sisters are usu-
ally allowed to come and go as they
please as long as this is the case. ␣ If a
bus only runs one time, then ar-
rangements with the Chapter Presi-
dent or the Social Chair can be made.

TQ: The show featured wild par-
ties with alcohol and recreational
use of a swimming pool and hot

tub.  What types of parties do Tech
sororities host?

Pesonen: The general rule for a
function held in the sorority house
is that it may not include alcohol.
Most houses on our campus have
Alumnae luncheons, Alumnae drop-
ins during Homecoming, sister
events, Parent weekends and other
events along those lines in the house.

TQ: Can a sorority really have
more than three letters?

Pesonen: A greek organization
can have as many letters as they
want—as long as another greek-let-
ter organization doesn’t already have
the combination, including honor
and professional societies. Most gen-
erally have either two or three,
though.

TQ: On the show a sister slapped
another sister but there were no con-
sequences for the action. ␣ What
would happen at Tech in the same
situation?

Lee: Each chapter has their own
way to deal with judicial matters

through a Judicial Board or Disci-
pline Committee. ␣ If the problem
was very harmful to the person, an
individual case could be sent to to
Tech’s UJC. ␣ The Panhellenic Coun-
cil’s Judicial Board only hears cases
relating to the entire chapter.

In its mission statement, the sis-
ters said their goal was to have peo-
ple “understand that, contrary to
the images that bombard our soci-
ety, there is more to sorority life
than pillow fights and ‘girls gone
wild.’ Conquering such stereotypes
is critical to the growth of the Greek
community and we were blessed
with an amazing opportunity to do
so.”

The sisters may not have proved
their point.

“I’m still baffled that the local
sorority, Sigma Alpha Epsilon Pi,
agreed to do the show. The view
shown is not a proper representa-
tion of sorority life, or Greek life,
whether is be a local or National
chapter,” said Pesonen.

www.nique.net/sliver
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Last week’s Tech Up Close:

email: focus@technique.gatech.edu

Winner of the Tech Up Close contest
receives a Technique T-shirt and a

coupon for a free student combo at
Li’l Dino’s.

Up
        Close

Tech

Chandelier in the
library rotunda

Last week’s winner:
Rajiv Ratnam


