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The real star was Simon, a humanoid 

robot being developed at Tech to explore 

intuitive ways robots can interact           

with humans.   

   The breakthrough research that        

Georgia Tech is doing in robotics is 

gaining national and  international 

attention. But so are initiatives like our 

National Transportation Center, our   

cutting-edge leadership in cyber secu-

rity, our work with unmanned aerial 

vehicle technology, our research at the 

intersection of life sciences, the physical 

sciences and engineering, or conver-

gent/science, and dozens of other areas 

of transformative research.

   In the fall of 2010 we launched our   

25-year strategic plan, Designing the 

Future, and with it Georgia Tech’s vision 

to de�ne the technological research 

university of the 21st century. As stated 

in the vision, “As a result, we will be 

leaders in in�uencing major techno-

logical, social, and policy decisions that 

address critical global challenges. ‘What 

does Georgia Tech think?’ will be a com-

mon question in research, business, the        

media, and government.”

   Powerful examples of progress toward 

that goal are unfolding almost daily. 

As the people of Georgia Tech continue 

their tradition of excellence in teaching 

and research, the Institute’s educational 

and economic impact will continue to 

increase. We are committed to leader-

ship in improving the human condi-

tion in Georgia, the United States, and 

around the globe.

Sincerely,

G. P. “Bud” Peterson, President

The Sunday, January 27, New York Times ran 

a story on robots that interact with humans. It 

included references to work at several research 

universities, but it featured Georgia Tech.

GEORGIA TECH’S IMPACT

Universities, companies, and governments from 

around the world continuously look to Georgia 

Tech to assist them in their efforts to grow science, 

business, and technology.     

Our global positioning strategy includes 

the goals of expanding the world’s foot-

print at Georgia Tech, expanding and 

leveraging Georgia Tech’s impact around 

the globe, and embracing and supporting 

globally engaged students.

   Georgia Tech partners internationally on 

everything from research and teaching to 

logistics. Currently 43 percent of Georgia 

Tech graduates have some form of inter-

national experience during their under-

graduate career, compared to the U.S. 

national average of less than 10 percent. 

Georgia Tech students represent 118 coun-

tries. Tech has more than 15 dual and joint 

degree programs with leading universities 

around the world.       

   Georgia Tech faculty, staff, and students 

have a global impact. For example, 

through research and related startup 

companies, Georgia Tech is a major driver 

for cyber security and innovation. In 

January, former Georgia Tech Informa-

tion Security Center Director Mustaque 

Ahamad shared cyber security solutions 

being developed at Tech at the World 

Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, 

which President Peterson also attended.  

The program allows for information 

sharing among governments and corpora-

tions around the world. 

   Our faculty are researching endangered 

coral reefs in Fiji. They are creating a 

model to forecast �ooding in Pakistan 

as many as 10 days in advance. They 

are contributing to the development 

of instruments to remotely measure 

hurricane intensity. They are developing 

a microneedle patch to advance world 

measles vaccination. And, they are 

advancing nanotechnology research in 

an international joint laboratory between 

Georgia Tech and the French Centre 

National de la Recherche Scienti�que 

(CNRS) at Georgia Tech-Lorraine, as well as 

on our Atlanta campus. The Georgia Tech-

Panama Logistics Innovation & Research 

Center will bolster the supply chain and 

logistics systems to power Panama now 

and in the future. n

GLOBAL IMPACT

A Georgia Tech video study shows that picky eater 
fish threaten endangered coral reefs.

A recent study concludes that devastating Pakistan 
floods of 2012 could have been predicted, saving 
thousands of lives.

GTRI Research Engineer Glenn Hopkins is helping to 
develop remote measuring of hurricane intensity.

The microneedle patch shows potential for 
advancing global measles vaccination efforts.

The Georgia Tech-Panama Logistics Innovation & 
Research Center will provide critical support for 
Panama’s future development.

www.gatech.edu/president

On the cover: An artist’s rendering of the 
Engineered Biosystems Building currently 
under construction and scheduled for 
completion in 2015. The latest addition to 
the biotechnology complex.

http://www.gatech.edu/vision/
http://www.gatech.edu/vision/
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=191551
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=181511
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=177121
http://www.gatech.edu/president
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Georgia Tech’s national leadership spans from 

space to energy, with numerous faculty, staff, and 

alumni serving on panels and councils, testifying 

before Congress, serving as media experts, and in 

other positions of leadership.       

Visibility continues to grow. In March, 

Henrik Christensen, Georgia Tech’s 

KUKA Chair of Robotics in the College of 

Computing, presented “A Roadmap for U.S. 

Robotics: From Internet to Robotics-2013 

Edition” to the Congressional Robotics 

Caucus. The report outlines the progress 

of robots in multiple industries over the 

last �ve years and identi�es goals for the 

coming decade. It highlights robotics as a 

key economic enabler with the potential 

to transform U.S. society. 

   U.S. Air Force General Philip Breedlove, 

a 1977 Civil & Environmental Engineering 

alumnus, was con�rmed by the U.S. 

Senate to head up NATO Forces in Europe. 

His new assignment as NATO’s Supreme 

Allied Commander in Europe will make 

him the �rst Air Force general to lead U.S. 

and NATO forces in more than a decade.

  In fall 2012 researchers from Tech        

were awarded three grants totaling more 

than $9 million from the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy’s Advanced Research 

Projects Agency — Energy (ARPA-E) to 

develop transformative energy tech-                   

nology solutions. 

   Researchers exploring the complex 

stream of cellular signals produced by the 

body in an injury have developed designer 

blood clots with arti�cial platelets to treat 

injured soldiers on the battle�eld. 

   The Georgia Tech Manufacturing 

Institute (GTMI formerly MaRC), under 

the leadership of Ben Wang, became one 

of the newly created Interdisciplinary 

Research Institutes. The GTMI brings 

together top researchers and thought 

leaders from the varied disciplines that 

shape manufacturing —science, engi-

neering, policy, robotics, and management 

— to help de�ne and solve some of the 

greatest challenges facing U.S. industry 

today. It complements Georgia Tech’s 

presence in the national discussion on 

manufacturing, including leadership in 

advanced manufacturing.

   GTMI is one of several interdisciplinary 

research institutes at Georgia Tech that 

bring together a mix of researchers — 

spanning colleges, departments, and 

individual labs — around a single core 

research area. 

   A Georgia Tech education continues to 

be one of the best investments a student 

can make. For the second year in a row, 

Tech was named No. 1 in the nation for 

return on investment by SmartMoney 

magazine. Upon graduation, Georgia Tech 

students are in high demand. 

   Georgia Tech is the gold standard for 

retention and graduation of students in 

science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics (STEM) �elds — with 94 

percent freshman retention and an 80 

percent six-year graduation rate.

   Georgia Tech is doing its part to 

contribute quali�ed graduates who will 

help solve some of the grand challenges 

before us now and in the future. As one of 

the nation’s top public research universi-

ties, Georgia Tech has a commitment to 

encouraging and equipping young people 

to further their education and prepare for 

NATIONAL IMPACT

Research universities play a key role in regional 

economic ecosystems. They attract business 

and industry, partner in research, help to get 

innovations from the lab to the marketplace, and 

educate students who often become the intellectual 

talent that business and industry seeks.       

Georgia Tech has several programs to 

accomplish that goal.

   The Institute is taking a leading role in 

creating an Innovation Zone in Midtown. 

What was a blighted location just ten 

years ago is now fast becoming the center 

of the entrepreneurial community in 

the Southeast. The mixed-use area is a 

testament to what is possible through a 

partnership between higher education, 

the state, and business and industry. In 

February 2013 USA Today ran a feature on 

Atlanta’s aspirations to be the new Silicon 

South. It cited that the National Venture 

Capital Association ranked Atlanta as the 

No. 12 city in the nation for tech startups 

in 2012.   

   Helping us move into the top ten is 

the Enterprise Innovation Institute (EI2), 

Georgia Tech’s primary business outreach 

organization, providing a comprehen-

sive program of assistance to business, 

industry, entrepreneurs, and economic 

developers. EI2 accelerates startup forma-

tion through education programs, assists 

startups through incubators, and ampli-

�es commercialization impact through 

support programs. Today there are more 

than 40 startups operating out of our Tech-

nology Square space in Centergy One, and 

Georgia Tech is assisting more than 350 

startups statewide.

   Recognizing EI2’s experience with 

commercialization, last summer the 

National Science Foundation named 

Georgia Tech one of two founding nodes of 

its Innovation Corps, or I-Corps network, 

along with the University of Michigan. 

EI2 commercialization specialists have 

already taught 75 NSF teams from around 

the country. 

   The Advanced Technology Development 

Center, or ATDC, is a technology accel-

erator that helps Georgia entrepreneurs 

launch and build technology companies. 

It is the oldest and largest of its kind in 

the U.S., and is widely regarded as one of 

the best. A unit of EI2, ATDC has helped 

launch more than 140 companies that, 

together, have created thousands of jobs 

and attracted more than $1 billion in 

investment. In spring 2013 Georgia Tech 

announced plans to strengthen resources 

in ATDC to help meet the growing demand 

for support to Georgia technology entre-

preneurs and startup companies. 

   Georgia Tech partners with the Georgia 

Department of Economic Development 

to attract new business and industry to 

the state. In November 2012, Panasonic 

of�cially opened its new automotive 

innovation center in Centergy One in Tech 

Square. Panasonic bene�ts from having 

access to Tech students and graduates 

who are helping to develop the next 

generation of in-vehicle multimedia       

infotainment systems. Penguin Computing 

recently opened a sales, support, and engi-

neering of�ce in Centergy One.

   Companies bene�t from Tech’s School of 

Interactive Computing, the Digital Media 

Program, and the Institute for People and 

Technology (IPaT) located in Tech Square. 

IPaT recently initiated a pivotal partner-

ship between Georgia Tech and Midtown 

Alliance to spur the growth of Midtown 

as an innovation district that capitalizes 

on technical inventions, entrepreneurial 

activity, and community engagement. n

REGIONAL IMPACT

Researchers are exploring the potential of artificial 
platelets in treating injured soldiers on the battlefield.

The Georgia Tech Manufacturing Institute, formerly 
known as MaRC, brings together top researchers 
and thought leaders from various disciplines to help 
define and solve some of the greatest challenges 
facing industry today.

Technology Square is a high-energy hub, creating   
an exciting environment for innovation to flourish.    
In fall 2012 Panasonic opened its Automotive Inno-
vation Center.

Georgia Tech was named No. 1 in the country for 
return on investment by SmartMoney magazine for 
the second year in a row.

NSF Innovation Corps (I-Corps) is a new e�ort to help develop scienti�c and engineering dis-
coveries into useful technologies, products and processes.The NSF Innovation Corps (I-Corps) 
program, a public-private partnership, will connect NSF-funded scienti�c research with the 
technological, entrepreneurial and business communities to help create a stronger national 
ecosystem for innovation that couples scienti�c discovery with technology development and 
societal needs (www.nsf.gov/i-corps).

National Science Foundation
4201 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington, Virginia 22230

careers in STEM �elds. 

   Through our Center for Integrating 

Science, Mathematics, and Computing, 

or CEISMC, we are leading the way in 

expanding K-12 STEM education, offering 

nearly 30 different programs for K-12 

students and teachers. n

General Motors and Governor Nathan Deal selected 
the CNES Lab at Tech as the site to announce the 
opening of a $26 million Information Technology (IT) 
Innovation Center in Roswell, Georgia. It will house 
workers responsible for performing IT-related proj-
ects that normally get outsourced. 

http://tlw-proxy.gatech.edu/research/news/robots-spur-economy-improve-quality-life-keep-  responders-safe
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=173901
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=172391
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=172391
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=158411
http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/columnist/talkingtech/2013/02/13/atlanta-for-tech-startups/1911353/
http://innovate.gatech.edu/
http://venturelab.gatech.edu/nsf-innovation-corps/
http://atdc.org/
http://atdc.org/
https://www.ceismc.gatech.edu
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Georgia Tech continues to be one of the nation’s 

leading public research universities.        

Groundbreaking research is under way in 

research institutes, centers, and labora-

tories throughout the campus, inspiring 

game-changing ideas and new technolo-

gies that will drive economic growth while 

improving human life on a global scale.

   We believe that much of the research 

that will change our world will be inter-

disciplinary in nature. As a result, we 

continue to work to create the world’s 

foremost innovation ecosystem to             

help move the results toward comm-  

ercialization. 

   This will provide our industry part-

ners with a competitive advantage while 

bene�ting the economy and society. 

A good example of interdisciplinary 

research is the recent work to discover                      

microorganisms in the troposphere. The 

project was a partnership between NASA, 

the National Science Foundation, and 

researchers in Tech’s civil and environ-

mental engineering and earth and atmo-

spheric sciences programs.

   The cochlear implant is widely consid-

ered to be the most successful neural 

prosthetic on the market. The implant 

helps deaf individuals perceive sound 

by translating auditory information into 

electrical signals that go directly to the 

brain. Despite their prevalence, cochlear 

implants have a long way to go before 

their performance is comparable to that 

of the intact human ear. Led by Pamela 

Bhatti, School of Electrical and Computer 

Engineering, researchers at Georgia Tech 

have developed a new type of interface 

between the device and the brain that 

could dramatically improve the sound 

quality of the next generation of implants.

   Tech’s research strategy focuses on 

creating transformative opportunities, 

strengthening collaboration, and maxi-

mizing economic and societal impact. 

Twelve core research areas can be found 

in our academic units, research institutes 

and centers, the Georgia Tech Research 

Institute, and the Enterprise Innovation 

Institute. They include the following: 

n  Big Data 

n  Bioengineering and Bioscience

n  Electronics and Nanotechnology

n  Energy and Sustainable Infrastructure 

n  Manufacturing, Trade, and Logistics 

n  Materials 

n  National Security 

n  Paper Science and Technology

n  People and Technology

n  Public Service, Leadership, and Policy

n  Robotics

n  Systems

   Georgia Tech remains among the top 10 

in research expenditures among univer-

sities without a medical school. In 2012 

Georgia Tech’s research expenditures were 

$689 million. An interdisciplinary, highly 

collaborative environment that permeates 

the entire university and a successful 

history of partnering with business, 

industry, and government set Georgia Tech 

apart and contribute to an immensely 

successful track record. n

RESEARCH

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and 

Georgia Tech announced a $20 million 

joint investment in June 2012, strength-

ening a research commitment to develop 

technological solutions to improve 

children’s health. The common vision is 

to become the global leader in pediatric 

technologies. Georgia Tech and Children’s 

have 125 collaborations to develop new 

products and processes that will create 

economic opportunities and improve 

quality of life.

   The collaborative agreement between 

Georgia Tech and Children’s Healthcare 

of Atlanta earned the Georgia Bio Public/

Private Collaboration Award. One aspect 

of this collaboration is Georgia Tech’s Sim-   

Tigrate design lab, which gave Children’s 

Healthcare of Atlanta Sibley Heart Center 

doctors and nurses the opportunity to test 

various devices to implement electronic 

medical records during a simulated 

patient encounter. 

   The Engineered Biosystems Building, 

now under construction, extends Tech’s 

vision for interdisciplinary research on 

today’s grand challenges in biomedical 

science and human health. It will provide 

a highly interdisciplinary space that 

enables collaborative research in three 

areas: biochemical technology, cellular 

therapies, and complex systems biology. 

Research neighborhoods in the facility 

will bring together top-tier researchers 

for a common purpose, providing the 

infrastructure that fuels great ideas. 

It will foster economic development                  

opportunities and enhance Georgia’s 

competitiveness. It is being made possible 

through both an investment from the 

state of Georgia and private philanthropy.

   Support from the Coulter Foundation 

and others resulted in the Parker H. Petit 

Institute for Bioengineering and Biosci-

ence (IBB). IBB is one of the �rst institutes 

in the country to develop an interdisci-

plinary model that combines bioscience 

and bioengineering. It has a variety of 

collaborative projects in India, Ireland,        

Egypt, Norway, and the United Kingdom.

   Tech leaders, faculty and students are 

partnering with the residents of the 

Home Park, Vine City, Centennial Park 

and English Avenue neighborhoods on 

two partnerships. Ivan Allen College Dean 

Jackie Royster and College of Architecture 

Dean Alan Balfour united members of the 

Tech campus with interest in the Westside 

communities to form the Georgia Tech 

Westside Task Force. Its goal is to connect 

efforts across Tech, so that by partnering 

and sharing resources, the groups can 

accomplish more.

   The Westside Communities Alliance 

also seeks to build or strengthen partner-

ships with external organizations such 

as businesses, nonpro�ts, neighborhood 

associations, public schools, police and 

�re departments, other universities and 

residents. Their mission is to share Tech’s 

expertise and culture of service with            

its neighbors. n

Georgia Tech’s impact is multiplied through 

collaboration, both internally between programs 

of study and externally with education, business, 

government, and communities. 

COLLABORATION

Georgia Tech’s SimTigrate Design Lab helped Chil-
dren’s Healthcare of Atlanta select a device to use 
with electronic medical records in their clinics.

LOBBY

Ground was broken on March 8 for the Engineered             
Biosystems Building (EBB). Artist rendering of EBB 
commons area.

Pamela Bhatti (ECE) and a team of researchers have 
developed a new interface that will improve the next 
generation of cochlear implants.

Researchers work in one of the new advanced clean 
rooms in the biotechnology complex.

Students explain research projects at the Digital 
Demo Day.

http://gatech.edu/research/areas/big-data
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/bioengineering-and-bioscience
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/electronics-and-nanotechnology
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/energy-and-sustainable-infrastructure
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/manufacturing-trade-and-logistics
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/materials
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/national-security
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/paper-science-and-technology
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/people-and-technology
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/public-service-leadership-and-policy
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/robotics
http://gatech.edu/research/areas/systems
http://www.choa.org/
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=194411
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=194411
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At Georgia Tech, we work to create a climate of 

innovation across all areas of study.         

While you would expect a focus on inno-

vation in the nation’s largest and one of 

the best engineering programs, innovation 

is an intrinsic element of our programs 

in computing, architecture, liberal arts, 

sciences, and business. It is also empha-

sized in extracurricular activities such as 

industry-sponsored student competitions.

   In March 2013, Georgia Public Broad-

casting aired live the �nalist round for 

InVenture Prize, a competition to create 

incentives for undergraduate student 

innovation in a fun, high-pro�le event. 

This year, Google sponsored the �rst         

prize award.

   A program called “Ideas to Serve” 

is part of our Institute for Leadership 

and Entrepreneurship in the Scheller 

College of Business. It is a competition 

for current students and recent alumni 

who have early-stage product ideas or 

venture concepts geared toward creating a              

better world.

   Arts@Tech provides students with 

opportunities that enable them to become 

innovators and nurture their artistic 

talents. Arts@Tech fosters programs and 

events spanning the arts spectrum at the 

intersection of technological innovation 

and creative expression. It includes perfor-

mance/exhibition, from big stage produc-

tions to small traveling exhibits; research 

with everything from music technology to 

gaming to wearable computing; education 

combining artistic creativity with tech-

nical innovation; and community partner-

ships, initiatives, and collaborations.

   As part of teaching our students to 

be innovative, we are challenged to use   

innovation in our teaching methods, 

including presenting students with 

realistic and complex problems and 

empowering  them to develop solutions                

in self-directed learning. 

   Online education has become a tool that 

not only enhances a traditional college 

education, but also helps people to           

participate in lifetime learning. Georgia 

Tech’s Distance Learning offers 40 areas 

of study to students ages 16 to 85. Our 

Distance Calculus Program, for example, 

provides advanced level calculus courses 

to hundreds of students throughout 

Georgia who might not have those courses 

in their high schools. Seven percent 

of Georgia Tech’s 2012 freshman class 

participated in the program before coming              

to Tech.

   Georgia Tech has taken a leadership 

role in MOOCS, or Massively Open Online 

Courses. Coordinating the effort is our 

Center for 21st Century Universities 

(C21U). In its �rst year of offering MOOCS, 

Georgia Tech has enrolled more than 

200,000 students. These students have 

access to some of the best professors, 

course material, and opportunities for 

online interaction around the globe in 

their quest for continuous learning.

   The challenge in higher education is 

to think carefully about the added value 

that can be offered, blending the best 

of an in-person experience with the 

convenience of technology, including 

opportunities for virtual collaboration                        

and discussion. n

INNOVATION

Georgia Tech students are among the most 

high-potential students in the nation, if 

not the world. Many entering freshmen 

have been involved in leadership activi-

ties before they set foot on campus, and 

continue to lead in the more than 400 

student organizations and in community 

volunteer efforts. Georgia Tech students 

excel in the classroom, on the playing 

�eld, and even in their spare time. The 

Technique continues to win awards from 

the Georgia Collegiate Press Association, 

the Model U.N. team received national 

recognition, two architecture student 

teams were selected as the �rst and third 

prizewinners in the prominent Land 

Art Generator competition for public art 

installations, the Student Government 

association provides outstanding leader-

ship to the student body, and alternative 

spring break groups cleaned up tons of 

debris after Hurricane Sandy in New 

Jersey. Whether it is DramaTech, InVenture 

Prize, raising awareness for hunger, or 

celebrating the international aspect of our 

community in CultureFest, Georgia Tech 

students are making the most of their                     

college experience.

   Some of our more inspiring students 

include Joy Buolamwini, a spring 2002 

graduate, was named a Rhodes Scholar. 

She will attend the University of Oxford. 

Georgia Tech civil engineering graduate 

student Jacob Tzegaegbe is a Marshall 

Scholar who plans to use the scholarship 

to pursue his doctorate in civil engineering 

at University College in London.

   As our student body becomes more 

diverse, women now comprise 33 percent 

of the student population. The 2012 

freshman class includes 35 percent 

women, the largest number of women    

ever enrolled.

   Many students enhance their education 

through opportunities such as internships 

and Cooperative Education, the nation’s 

largest voluntary co-op program and one 

of the best. Co-op celebrated its 100th 

anniversary this year.

   Our student-athletes continue to be an 

important part of the campus culture. 

In 2012, the women’s basketball team 

earned a bid to the NCAA tournament for 

the sixth consecutive year and advanced 

to the round of 16 for the �rst time in          

school history.

    The 2012 football squad earned a bowl 

berth for the 16th consecutive season, 

defeating University of Southern Cali-

fornia in the Sun Bowl. The spring of 

2012 brought ACC championships to the 

Yellow Jacket baseball, golf, and softball 

teams. Many of our student athletes are 

also scholar athletes. Teams with a grade 

point average of 3.0 or better include 

men’s and women’s swimming and diving, 

golf, men’s and women’s track, softball, 

women’s tennis, and volleyball.

   In the fall of 2012, McCamish Pavilion, 

the home to Tech men’s and women’s 

basketball, opened its doors for the �rst 

time. In January 2013 the new Ken Byers 

Tennis Complex opened.

   This spring Georgia Tech welcomed 

new Athletic Director Mike Bobinski from 

Xavier University. His proven record of 

success and his unwavering commit-

ment to student-athletes and to integrity 

make him the ideal person to lead our           

athletic program. n

For several years in a row, Georgia Tech has 

welcomed the largest, best-quali�ed, and most 

diverse freshman class in Georgia Tech’s history.  

STUDENTS

The 2013 InVenture Prize first-place winner was 
Christopher Taylor, Mechanical Engineering, for 
Chewbots, an automated robotic dog toy. Second 
place winner was Erika Tyburski, Biomedical Engi-
neering, with AnemoCheck, an inexpensive and 
disposable diagnostic test for anemia.

Provost Rafael Bras sponsored a town hall meeting 
on the impact and potential of MOOCs.

Arts@Tech includes performance/exhibition, 
research, and community partnerships.

Joy Buolamwini
Rhodes Scholar

Jacob Tzegaegbe
Marshall Scholar

McCamish Pavilion opened in November 2012.

Mike Bobinski

https://inventureprize.gatech.edu/
http://nique.net/
http://nique.net/
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=172241
http://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=173211
http://www.ramblinwreck.com/
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Much of Tech’s global reputation can be attributed 

to the faculty and staff, who pursue excellence in 

teaching, research, and administration.        

Tim Lieuwen, executive director of the 

Georgia Tech Strategic Energy Institute, 

was appointed to the National Petro-

leum Council by the secretary of the 

U.S. Department of Energy to advise on 

matters related to oil and natural gas. 

Lieuwen leads Georgia Tech’s Carbon 

Neutral Energy Solutions laboratory. 

   Georgia Tech faculty continue to 

receive numerous prestigious awards. 

The Institute has 182 faculty who have 

won NSF CAREER Awards, among the 

highest number received nationally by 

any institution. Seven faculty members 

were named American Association for the 

Advancement of Science (AAAS) fellows: 

Shuming Nie (BME); Andres Garcia (ME); 

Paul Goldbart (PHYS); Julia Kubanek 

(BIOL); Arthur Ragauskas, (CHEM); Mohan 

Srinivasarao (MSE); and Eberhard Voit 

(BME).  Erik Verriest (ECE) was elected to 

the Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for 

Science and the Arts. Farrokh Ayazi (ECE) 

was named an IEEE Fellow. Most recently 

Ajeet Rohatgi (ECE) was named a Georgia 

Research Alliance Eminent Scholar.

   AAAS has named Baratunde Cola (ME) 

recipient of the AAAS Early Career Award 

for Public Engagement with Science, 

recognizing “his commitment to an excep-

tional research career while sharing his 

passion for science by engaging in creative 

outreach with teachers and students in 

underrepresented communities.” 

      In the fall of 2012, Tech had two 

recipients of the Regents’ Teaching Excel-

lence and Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning Award for FY2013. Steve Potter, 

associate professor of biomedical engi-

neering, won in the faculty category for                   

research universities. 

   Winning the Regents’ award in the 

program/department category across 

the University System was the Wallace 

H. Coulter Department of Biomedical 

Engineering. The Department imple-

ments an innovative problem-driven                   

learning approach.

  Lauren McDow, career advisor in the 

Scheller College of Business, received a 

“Chancellor’s Customer Service Excellence 

Award of the Year” from the University 

System of Georgia.  Zachary Hayes, asso-

ciate registrar, received the GeorgiaBEST 

MVP award from the University System        

of Georgia.

   For the fourth consecutive year, Georgia 

Tech was named to The Chronicle of Higher 

Education’s “Great Colleges to Work For” 

list. Providing our people with state-of-

the-art facilities, sustainable communities, 

and ef�cient business systems enhances 

productivity and work satisfaction. 

Adding new buildings like the Engineered 

Biosystems Building, replacing 50-year 

old steam lines for energy savings, and 

collecting accolades for having a “green 

campus” bene�t all of Georgia Tech’s 

diverse community. Georgia Tech has a 

strong commitment to diversity, and we 

are purposeful in creating an inclusive 

environment where diversity can thrive. 

We continue to enhance our culture of 

collegiality, collaboration, global perspec-

tive, intercultural sensitivity, and respect 

through programs such as the annual 

Diversity Forum, the MLK Week Celebra-

tion, and the Ivan Allen Jr. Social Courage 

Prize events that promote thoughtful 

interaction. n

FACULTY AND STAFF

A golden example is Campaign Georgia 

Tech, the most ambitious campaign in 

the history of the Institute. Through the 

generosity and engagement of many, 

the Institute surpassed the $1.2 billion 

mark toward a goal of $1.5 billion by 

December 2015. Alumni continue to lead 

the campaign, contributing more than 

45 percent of the total. There have been 

almost 69,000 donors to date. This spring’s 

campaign activities included meetings 

with alumni and other friends in Asia. 

   The generous gift of Ernest Scheller Jr. 

in 2012 resulted in the naming of Georgia 

Tech’s College of Management as the 

Ernest Scheller Jr. College of Business. 

The gift is both inspirational and              

transformative. 

   Gifts to the G. Wayne Clough Georgia 

Tech Promise program are changing lives. 

Through the generosity of Georgia corpo-

rations as well as individuals, the Institute 

is continuing to pursue its goal of making 

a Georgia Tech education within reach of 

every quali�ed in-state student, regardless 

of family income. 

   Campaign Georgia Tech will help us 

achieve a level of excellence that would 

otherwise not be possible through state 

funding alone. It will allow us to provide 

scholarships for our undergraduates and 

fellowships for graduate students, add 

endowed chairs and professorships to 

continue to attract and retain the very 

best faculty, construct new and renovate 

existing facilities, and bring our 25-year 

Strategic Plan to life. 

   In fall 2011 a steering committee led 

in the development of 16 institutional 

projects, each one re�ecting one or more 

elements of the Strategic Plan. These 

projects, led jointly by faculty and staff on 

topics as diverse as undergraduate educa-

tion, technology transfer, research innova-

tion, and campus operations, demonstrate 

a forward thinking approach worthy of 

the Tech motto “Progress and Service.”  

Members of the executive leadership 

team evaluated each project’s �nal report 

along with their recommendations in May 

2012, and allocated funds to support the 

continued development and implementa-

tion of the initiatives. 

   Tangible evidence of progress abounds. 

Investments in the Engineered Biosys-

tems Building and Technology Enterprise 

Park demonstrate a continued institu-

tional commitment to reenergizing Tech’s 

approach to life sciences. Continued 

growth of the faculty has already had an 

impact on both research priorities as well 

as classroom instruction, and initiatives 

such as the startup accelerator Flashpoint 

are helping to position Tech as an insti-

tution synonymous with innovation and 

economic development

   The plan was designed to be a living 

document, and together we’re making 

signi�cant progress on our �ve strategic 

goals. As we continue to translate the plan 

into action, our strength comes from the 

ongoing collaboration and innovation for 

which Georgia Tech is so well known. n

Georgia Tech would not be the outstanding 

institution it is today without the engagement and 

support of those who share the Institute’s vision 

for the future and are committed to helping it 

achieve ever-increasing levels of excellence.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

Tim Lieuwen (top left) was appointed to the National 
Petroleum Council.

Baratunde Cola (center) received the AAAS Early 
Career Award for Public Engagement with Science.

Steve Potter received a Regents’ Teaching Excellence 
and Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Award.

Campaign Georgia Tech has surpassed the $1.2             
billion mark.

Students, faculty, and staff thanked Ernest Scheller Jr. 
at a reception in his honor in September.

A Tech Promise recipient, Stephen Webber is the 
Ramblin’ Wreck driver.

https://www.gatech.edu/newsroom/release.html?nid=188861
http://www.me.gatech.edu/faculty/cola
http://www.development.gatech.edu/campaign-georgia-tech
http://www.development.gatech.edu/campaign-georgia-tech
http://scheller.gatech.edu/
http://finaid.gatech.edu/promise/overview
http://finaid.gatech.edu/promise/overview
http://www.gatech.edu/vision/
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