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The Architecture Library staff consists of one librarian, Cathy Carpenter, Head of the Architecture Library and three staff positions: Stephany Kretchmar, Collections & Student Worker Specialist; Kevin Quick, Electronic Reserves Specialist; Fakhri Haghani, Journals Specialist. The Library also employs between 4-6 student workers. 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Partnerships:

COA Research Forum

The Architecture Library’s mission goes beyond that of a traditional library and serves as a social gathering place for our community of users –  COA students and faculty. During 2008, in collaboration with COA administration and faculty, the Library hosted a total of eight COA Research Forum lectures. The monthly lectures raise awareness of what is happening at the College and increase interdisciplinary collaboration. The lectures were well attended not only by COA faculty and students but others on campus. Each Forum is videotaped by the staff from SCDS and added to the Library website and SmartTech.

Other outreach efforts
In January, CNN (television news) used the Library space to interview several Georgia Tech students and faculty in the Architecture Library. 

In June, PBS (national television station) used the Library space to interview and film  Ellen Dunham- Jones speaking about her latest book, Retrofitting Suburbia.

In August, the Library hosted the day long COA Executive Council Retreat. 

In fall and spring semester, career counselors from the Career Services Department held Resume Workshops for COA seniors in the Library. 

Collections:
Developing Collections
The architecture collection continues to grow and the Library now has close to 49,000 volumes. Many new architecture and planning DVD titles were added per faculty requests to use in their classrooms. Many of the book and journal purchases were funded with the Preston Stevens endowment. Also, COA’s Dean Balfour very generously contributed several thousand dollars to purchase new books for the Library. 
Collection development is an ongoing collaborative effort, involving faculty and students in each of the College of Architecture’s academic programs.  The architecture librarian seeks book recommendations from all faculty and stays alert to course changes in COA programs to buy books that support new research areas. 
Managing Collections
In 1980 when the Architecture Library was originally built it was designed to house about 28,000 volumes. The Library now has almost double that number. A major weeding and shifting project began this year to help address the over-crowding. Systems  was asked to install the  Voyager Circulation Reports module on the architecture computers to run reports and see what books have not circulated in years.  Preservation efforts have been ongoing as older and damaged yet heavily used books are sent to the bindery for repair. Books that have been missing for awhile are being identified and repurchased. 

Course Reserves:
Course reserves continue to be popular with COA faculty and students. This year 34 instructors (20 in Architecture, 9 in CFY, 4 in CP, 2 in BC) used the Library’s reserves system. Students had online access to 749 course readings (mainly journal articles) through electronic reserves. 

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Facilities and Equipment:
The COA IT department  purchased new computer equipment for the Library’s computer lab that was created several years earlier but had outdated equipment. The IT staff bought and installed 10 new computers, a large format scanner, and a new printer for the Library’s computer lab. Our lab is now the preferred computer lab in the COA building for students. 

Exhibits:
In 1909, the Architecture Program was founded at Georgia Tech and to celebrate the Centennial, COA has held many events such as lectures and exhibits during the year. Starting fall semester, the architecture librarian collaborated with Professor Betty Dowling to host parts of the Centennial exhibit within the Library. The Library exhibit consisted of student and faculty works both archival and current, large graphic posters featuring well known deans, faculty and alumni of the College as well as selected books from the rare book collection.  Staff from the Archives department assisted with displays of the archival materials. 

Library Staff:
Architecture Librarian: Cathy Carpenter
Instruction
One of Cathy’s major accomplishments has been the increase in the amount of classroom instruction Cathy has been able to provide to the College’s students. Through outreach and word-of- mouth marketing, several faculty requested for Cathy to teach course specific library research classes. She taught six different research classes on various topics in architecture, city planning and building construction programs. She also was one of the featured guest speakers for the Common First Year freshman architecture program which Cathy taught in the auditorium to over 250 freshmen.  She also created a research tutorial for the CFY course wiki with an extensive bibliography at the request of Assistant Dean Sabir Kahn. 
Service to the Institute - Constitution Day
Cathy along with Bob Pikowsky from Public Policy chaired the Constitution Day Committee. The Committee decided to focus on the importance of 2008 being a presidential election year. They created week long programming including a well attended lecture titled “Locked Out: How the United States Limits Voter Participation” by HTS professor Bill Winders. They also had several educational exhibits in the LEC on constitutional issues, and showed an informational film in the LEC. Cathy organized a voter registration drive with assistance from the administrator of SGA which was held in Skyles walkway. 

Professional Associations
Chair, Travel Award Committee, AASL (Association of Architecture School Librarians)

Member of AASL Task Force to review NAAB standards on “Information Resources”
Member of ARLIS (Art Libraries Society of North America)
Member of the Planning Librarians Interest Group (a national effort to initiate a professional association for city & regional planning librarians)
Committees – Library and Georgia Tech
Library Planning Committee

Library Marketing Committee 

Library Newsletter Committee

Library Furniture Committee

LFO Nominating Committee

Information Resources Council

Chair, Constitution Day Committee. 

Publications, Presentations and Book Reviews
Book chapters:

Carpenter, Cathy. “You’re a New Manager, Now What: Learning to Manage Ourselves” in 
A Leadership Primer for New Librarians. Chandos Publishing, October 2008

Carpenter, Cathy. “When is a Librarian Not a Librarian? When She is a Student, Professor, Fellow, Mentor…” in Thinking Outside the Book: Essays for Innovative Librarians (2008, McFarland Publishers). 

Presentation:

Carpenter, Cathy. The Evolving Art Librarian: Convergence of our Traditional Roles, ARLIS Conference, Indianapolis, April 18, 2009
Book Reviews:

Review of Greenwood Encyclopedia of Homes through American History,

Reference Reviews 23:2 (2009):21

Review of Drafting Culture: A Social History of Architectural Graphic Standards,

By George Barnett Johnston, ARLIS (Art Libraries Society of North America) website: http://www.arlisna.org/pubs/reviews/2009/06/Johnston.pdf
Continuing Education
Cathy audited a COA architecture class about Atlanta architecture during spring semester.

Cathy completed the certificate for SEI Visual Resources and Image Management, Boston, June 8th-13th, 2009

Other Library Staff

Library associate Kevin Quick who is responsible for electronic & print reserves completed his Bachelor’s degree from Clayton State University. Library associate Fakhri Haghani who is responsible for the Library’s journals is completed her PhD  in history from Georgia State University. 

Staff Accomplishments
Kevin assisted Cathy with the Voter Registration Drive for Constitution Day. 
Kevin assisted Cathy and others in putting up exhibits and displays in library.
Kevin shifted  hundreds of  linear feet of books in the stacks.

Kevin and Stephany assist in preparing Library space for the monthly Research Forum.
Stephany inventoried books from several donations, including materials donating from the new Program Director of City Planning.
Fakrhi processed donated journals from the several donated collections. 
GOALS, 2008-2009

1. Continue to collaborate with COA administration and faculty in providing programs and events for the College of Architecture community.
2. Collaborate with COA faculty to create and install exhibits for the COA Centennial year long celebration

3. Continue to develop the Architecture Library collection and weed collection by moving seldom used materials to new records storage area. 
4. Continue to offer library research instruction classes to COA faculty.

5. Continue to offer individual instruction to COA students.

6. Redesign Architecture Library website to increase usability and discovery. 

Submitted by Cathy Carpenter, August 2009
