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going to give up some easy lay-ups,
so it’s nice to have a guy back there
who can erase some mistakes.

Neal: What’s on the agenda for the
team this summer?
Hewitt: It’s not finalized yet, but
what we’re planning to do is to take
the team on a six-game tour of Aus-
tralia. It’s for a couple of reasons, I
think it might give us the opportu-
nity to play a couple of extra games
and give our still-young team a lit-
tle more experience. It’s always nice
to have some type of cultural ex-
change program. There are a lot of
time commitments that we ask of
the guys and any time we can do
some kind of little treat like this to
make the experience even more re-
warding and gratifying, we try to.
And obviously, it gives us a chance
to take the team home for Luke and
give him the chance to play in front
of his family.

Neal: What do you expect for the
future of Georgia Tech basketball?
Hewitt: I hope we can get to the
point where we are a team that peo-
ple recognize nationally as one of
the better programs in the country.
One of the things that I have learned

this year is to really try to stay away
from looking towards of the season.
At the beginning of the year I would
always say that my goal was to get to
the NCAA tournament- and I think
that goes without saying.

This year has really taught me to
focus what’s going on at the mo-

ment, don’t hurry up and get to the
end of the season… I didn’t want
the season to end; I really wanted to
keep playing. I was having fun coach-
ing these guys and seeing how they
are improving…when we lost that

last game against Wake Forest, I
had just as much energy as the first
of the season because I was having
so much fun.

I guess my big thing now is to
really concentrate on what’s going
on right now and not worry about
what’s going on at the end of the
year... if we keep improving as a
team and help the players improve
individually, by the end of the year
we will by rewarded by having more
games to play. But the way you get
that reward is to take care of what’s
going on right now.

Neal: Who do you think will be the
leaders of the team next year?
Hewitt: Marvin Lewis. He’s a guy
that I think has a strong commit-
ment to basketball. He is a very
bright player...a guy that I think has
the chance to be the person every-
one looks up to- on and off the
floor. He’s an excellent student and
has been a starter for almost every
game he has been here, with the
exception of senior night two years
ago… He is a guy that has a chance
to lead because he wants it. He’s
committed. That’s important.

I think Robert Brooks has a chance
as well. He had an up and down
sophomore year, but he had some
great flashes. I think he has strug-
gled with his confidence a little bit,
which is something our coaching
staff will work with. He is a terrific
young man that is a great player, we
just have to make him believe that
he is and he will be a big part of this
program.

Neal: Has your style of coaching
changed during your time at Tech?
Hewitt: The way I want to play has
not changed. We’ve had to make
some adjustments the last couple of
years based on personnel and inju-
ries. The 8/5-scholarship rule [a
maximum of five scholarships in
one year, and maximum combina-
tion of eight scholarships in any
consecutive two-year period] that
limited us to 10 scholarship guys
this year. But in terms of my goals
and what we are going to try to do

and how we are going to play, I am
convinced now more than ever that
playing 9 or 10 guys in the up-
tempo style, not only is it strategy,
but it builds morale.

Neal: Who are your all-time favor-
ite coaches?
Hewitt: John Thompson, George
Raveling…Rick Pitino, because I
have always like his style of team
and style of play. Gary Williams
and Mike Krzyzewski… obviously,
they are successful, but I really ap-
preciate the way that their teams
play. They play with a lot of confi-
dence and I like that. I like teams

“I hope we can get to
the point where we
are a team that
people recognize
nationally as one of
the better programs in
the country.”
Paul Hewitt
Head Men’s Basketball
Coach

that go out and play with a strong
sense of purpose.

Neal: If you weren’t coaching, what
would you be doing?
Hewitt: I would probably work in a
high school some place. I would
probably be a guidance counselor
or teacher or something like that.
But somehow coaching would work
its way into the fabric of what I was
doing… Prior to coaching, I had
thoughts about law school, put that
aside. I thought about working on
Wall Street, put that aside. I decid-
ed I wanted to be a coach.

Hewitt from page 40

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
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By Al Przygocki
Contributing Writer

Even if you know going in that
the sophomore left-handed ace of
the Jackets is six foot nine and the
tallest baseball player in the ACC,
there is still no substitute for walk-
ing right up to him and appreciat-
ing what it must be like to try to bat
against him. His hand envelops and
you begin to understand why he is
able to do things with a baseball
that a man of normal size cannot
do. Your thoughts drift off to Ran-
dy Johnson, the six foot ten left-
hander for the Diamondbacks who
has dominated major league base-
ball.

“I’ve always loved Randy
Johnson,” said Bakker. “I try and
do whatever he does.”

You begin to talk to others about
what makes Bakker such a good

pitcher. You find the same things
over and over. It’s not Bakker’s phys-
ical skills that make him a success.
It’s his competitive fire, his abso-
lute focus on success, and his over-
whelming desire to win and to win
championships. All those factors help
make him the staff Ace.

“I think it takes a lot of hard
work and obviously God-given tal-
ent, and I just worked as hard as I
could. Yeah, I did want the ball in
my hand Friday nights,” explains
Bakker. “I got a taste of being a
weekend starter and obviously it’s a
lot nicer not having to worry about
coming out of the pen and worry-
ing about all the other stuff. It’s
very nice, I wanted it and I worked
for it.”

Bakker knows his skills, what
hitters are trying to do and how to
win those one-on-one battles.

“I just focus on challenging hit-

ters and making them beat me in-
stead of letting myself lose to them,”
explains the 6’9” lefty. “I basically
go right after hitters and hope for
the best.”

Bakker’s stats easily compare to
the great pitchers in Tech’s past and
if he continues on his current pace,
he will break many records. He would
earn the most wins in a season and a
career. However, Bakker has only
made fifteen starts in his young ca-
reer and will likely be drafted after
his junior season. The fact remains
that the start of his career at Tech
has been incredibly impressive and
one can only dream of his potential
future.

Of course, one key to Bakker’s
success is his ability to focus on the
moment and not think about statis-
tics or the future.

“I’ve really never been a stat rat,”
said Bakker. “I haven’t checked out
what everyone else has done. I just
go out and try to do the best I can,
and I am really not worried about
what other people have done.”

On being in line to tie or break
Brad Rigby’s single season record of
14 wins in a season Bakker says,
“Fourteen wins is a very high mark
and it would be an honor to be able
to have fourteen wins. I just hope I
can stay healthy and contribute to
my team’s season.”

Keeping that in mind, the only
thing that is certain is Bakker’s drive
to win the College World Series.
For Bakker it would have added
meaning since he went to high school
in Omaha, the home of the College
World Series. He would be able to
share his greatest team moment with
his parents, Larry and Donita, and
his younger sister, Larissa, a 6’2”
sophomore in high school.

“It’d be more than I could ever
ask for,” said the Omaha, Neb. na-
tive. “I’ve dreamed of playing in the
College World Series since I was
five when I was at the College World
Series watching it. It would be a
dream come true.”

Baseball Notebook

By Al Przygocki
Contributing Writer

The No. 5 Joltin’ Jackets went
3-1 this week to raise their record to
32-5, 8-3 in the ACC. Tech took
two out of three against Maryland
over the weekend and won the sec-
ond half of a home-and-home se-
ries with Auburn on Tuesday.

Tuesday’s game against Auburn
was notable more for who did not
play than for who did. Tech was
missing Tyler Parker, Matt Mur-
ton, and Matthew Boggs from the
starting lineup and Mike Andreas
from the bullpen due to suspen-
sions resulting from Sunday’s fra-
cas with Maryland.

Tech’s offense didn’t skip a beat
as Jeremy Slayden paced the Jackets
attack with three hits and three RBI.
Brandon Boggs had the critical hit
in the game as his bases loaded dou-
ble scored three runs and pushed
the margin from 4-2 to 7-2 after
which the Tigers never seriously
threatened. Chris Goodman had a
strong start, going seven strong and
allowing only two earned runs in
earning the victory, as the Jackets
were able to win 10-4.

Auburn, among the nation’s lead-
ers in team ERA, once again ran
into trouble against Tech as the Ti-
gers used six pitchers, four of which
gave up at least one run.

An off-the-field highlight was
watching suspended Tech catcher
Tyler Parker hanging out with At-
lanta Braves General Manager Jon
Schuerholz. Schuerholz was in at-
tendance to watch his son, Jonathan,
who plays third base and leads off
for the Tigers. The game also fea-
tured Auburn right fielder Doug
Vines who is the younger brother of
former Tech basketball player T.J.

Vines. Another reminder that base-
ball is a family game was seeing Au-
burn first baseman Scott Schade one
week after seeing his brother Ryan
play shortstop for Western Caroli-
na. It turns out that Western Caro-
lina used to also have Tech center
fielder Wes Rynders’ brother.

The Maryland series started on
Friday night with Kyle Bakker’s first
career complete game victory. Jere-
my Slayden and Victor Menocal
both homered to give Bakker a com-
fortable 9-2 margin going in to the
ninth. Bakker gave up four in the
ninth to make the final margin 9-6.

Saturday’s game was as disap-
pointing a loss as the Jackets have
had this season. Jeremy Slayden hit
a two-run homer to give the Jackets
a 4-3 lead in the seventh and Tech
was able to add four runs in the
eighth to push their lead to 8-3.
Maryland battled back for four runs
in the eighth on the strength of a
three-run homer by Jason Maxey.
The Jackets clung to a one run lead
in the ninth that evaporated as An-
thony Buffone launched a game-
winning two-run home run over
the short fences at Shipley Field.

Sunday’s game featured both the
explosive Tech offense and fisticuffs
that marred the proceedings. The
skirmish and the resulting suspen-
sions are dealt with elsewhere and
took away from what was a com-
mand performance by the Tech of-
fense and Jeff Watchko. Matthew
Boggs came a home run short of
hitting for the cycle while driving in
three runs. Watchko went six strong
before giving up a solo home run to
lead off the seventh, which was the
last pitch of the game. Watchko
struck out five, walked none, and
gave up five hits in improving his
record to 6-1.

By Matthew Bryan / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
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Bakker has pitching records in sight
Auburn outfielder brings
Tech hoops connection
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Beyond the White and Gold

Dynamics of a standard sports brawl with Jack B. Nimble
Intramural Notebook

There are several
parts of a quality
sports brawl that must
be present. Here are
the steps to a
qualified, sanctioned
sports fight.

By Derek Haynes
Sports Editor

There’s nothing like a tradition-
al sports brawl.

The sports fight is like a one-
night stand. Both of the parties in-
volved won’t comment on the action,
both will somehow dismiss the event
as something minor, and both will
talk about the event with all their
close friends for quite a while (just
as long as the parent or coach doesn’t
find out).

On Sunday, the Georgia Tech
and Maryland baseball squads had
a bench-clearing brawl that ended
the game with the Jackets up 12-1
over the Terps in the seventh in-
ning. Unfortunately, the game was
not on television so I didn’t get to
see any video replays. However, a
photo in the Diamondback, Mary-
land’s independent student news-
paper, gave some insight.

Listed in this article are the steps
for a qualified, sanctioned sports

thrashers

challenge

atlanta
last week’s winner

Congratulations to Kamden Robb. He was the first to
correctly answer that 4 is the number of Tech golfers
ranked in Golfweek’s Top 25 poll.

numbers

fight.
1. A drastic difference between

playing ability.
While there have been some good

fights between teams of equal talent

(the mammoth Detroit Red Wings–
Colorado Avalanche fight comes to
mind) a proper beating on the score-
board sets up a titanic battle on the
playing field. When the game is over
on the scoreboard, there is one oth-
er area to win in: the fight.

2. The foreplay: stupid penal-
ties or throwback pitches.

Teams know they can’t proceed
to the fight unless the events lead-
ing up to the brawl are satisfying.
Jeff Watcho’s pitch, which sailed
behind Jeff Maxey, was very satisfy-
ing and emotional on both ends. It
served Maryland notice that this
was for real.

3. The staredown
This is the most important as-

pect of the fight, a properly orches-
trated staredown provides more
tension that an 8-year-old waiting
to see if he got the video game he
wanted for his birthday

4. The instigator’s walk
The walk to the challenger is of

utmost importance. It is important
to throw down the equipment in an
aggressive but controlled action to
show a quiet determination.

5. The event
Don’t be surprised if the actual

event doesn’t live up to the pre-
brawl theatrics.

Men’s 3 on 3 Top 5

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1 Beta Theta Pi

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

2 Pike

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

3 Fiji

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

4 Sigma Nu

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

5 Phi Gam

It’s official— an independent
team has got game. It’s How You
Play is the No. 1 team in the
Spike division of Co-Rec Vol-
leyball and haven’t even played
a full regulation game. Then how
do they have game if they have
not even played a single game?

Their game comes from the
fact that every single one of their
competitors have lost to them
on the basis of either no-show or
forfeit. What does this mean? It
means that the It’s How You Play

gang has enough game to get the
ladies to show up. Ladies that
are not only willing to show up,
but also to play for them.

So, not only have the men of
It’s How You Play won the admi-
ration of the males from the LCA,
Delta Chi, Mikasa Es Su Kasa
and Phi Psi teams, but with the
help of their ladies, they have
also won the top spot in Co-Rec
Volleyball. There is a new tech-
nique for the road to an intra-
mural championship: show up.

Volleyball’s How You Play is
winning games the easy way

Co-Rec Softball Top 5

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1 Half-N-Half

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

2 BGD’s

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

3 Pi Kap Co-Rec

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

4 MSE

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

5 Delta Chi
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ramblin’ withwithwithwithwith dan dyke
by kimberly rieck

junior punter
For the past three years, Dan Dyke

has been named to the first team Ac-
ademic All-American team. The Yel-
low Jacket’s starting punter came
to Tech from Winter Springs,
Florida on a President’s Schol-
arship. He goes into his se-
nior year with an average
of 42.3 yards per kick.
He also maintains a
3.88 GPA in Elec-
trical Engineer-
ing.

KR: Do you miss playing soccer
(In high school, Dyke lettered in
football and soccer)?

DD: Yeah a little bit. I just
miss being involved in
more of the action.
You know a football
game, I only get a
few plays a game.
In soccer, it’s
con t inuous
non -s top
action. I

j u s t

miss that a little bit. I’m definitely
happy with what I’m doing now
though.

KR: Would you ever play for the
Minnesota Vikings under O’Leary?
DD: Would I ever? Yeah I would.
KR: So you would play for him
again?
DD: Yeah, he was a great coach.
I don’t think anyone would turn
down a job in the NFL. They
would be crazy to do that.

KR: If you could do it all over
again, would you still walk on to

the football team, or just take
your president’s scholarship

and focus on school?
DD: I’d walk again.

KR: What’s your
favorite game
memory?
DD: Winning
the Seattle
bowl. It was
great how the

team came together that week af-
ter all of the drama with changing
coaches. It was the happiest lock-
er room that I’ve ever been in.

KR: Are you a Gators fan or a
Sem-

inoles fan?
DD: Definitely a Gators fan all the
way. My dad went there, and we
used to go to games at “The Swamp”
all the time.
KR: Did you ever think about go-
ing there?
DD: Yeah, definitely, it came down
to Florida and Tech. In the end, the

President’s Scholarship was just
too good to pass up.

KR: What music do you listen
to while you’re studying?
DD: I don’t really listen to music
while I’m studying, I usually
watch TV.

KR: Ah ok, cool, what TV
shows do you watch?
DD: I like to watch Jeop-
ardy and Survivor with
my roommates.

KR: So were you Ka-
vanaugh (SGA President
Chris Kavanaugh’s) cow
last year when he ran for

president?
DD: [Laughs] Was I what?
KR: You know, the guy who
dressed up in the cow outfit last
year when he ran for president.
DD: [Laughs] No I wasn’t his
cow, I mean I would have been
if he had asked me, Chris is my
boy, but I just told the football
players to vote for him.

message. Maxey responded by hit-
ting a home run several pitches lat-
er. Maxey also got into a verbal
exchange with Watchko as he round-
ed the bases. The Maryland team
came out to greet Maxey at home
plate as is customary. Tyler Parker,
Tech’s catcher, was in the middle of
this gathering and words were ex-
changed once more. Players began
shoving each other, and both benches
cleared as umpires, players, and
coaches attempted to break up the
action.

Once the activities were halted,
the umpires conferred for over an
hour on how to handle the situa-

Brawl from page 40

tion. They decided to halt the game
in order to ensure that Tech was
able to make its plane ride home.
They also turned in the names of
Tech’s Matt Murton and Tyler Park-
er and Maryland’s Ray Gemmill to
the NCAA as having been active
participants in the skirmish. On
Tuesday, at 6 p.m., the commis-
sioner of the ACC, John Swofford,
ruled that the game was officially
complete with Tech winning 12-1
and handed down suspensions. Park-
er and Gemmill each received a one
game suspension from the NCAA
for fighting, and Murton received a
three game suspension for leaving

his position to join in the fight.
After reviewing videotapes of the
altercation, the ACC also handed
out a one game suspension to Tech’s
Matthew Boggs and Mike Andreas
as well as Maryland’s Kyle George
for unsportsmanlike behavior.

Swofford said that as a confer-
ence, “We cannot tolerate this un-
acceptable behavior...this action will

serve as a message to both players
and coaches.”

Those suspensions began imme-
diately. The Tech players sat out
against Auburn and Maryland faced
Penn State shorthanded with both
Tech and Maryland claiming victo-
ry in those contests. The only lin-
gering implication for either team
is that Tech will be without the

“We cannot tolerate this unacceptable
behavior...this action will serve as a message to
both players and coaches.”
John Swofford
ACC Commissioner

services of its everyday left-fielder
Matt Murton for the first two games
in the upcoming weekend series at
Florida State. Tech will miss Mur-
ton’s bat, as he has been one of the
Jackets hottest hitters in the past
month. Brandon Boggs will replace
him in the lineup in left field with
Wes Rynders taking over center field
duties full time.

Baseball Suspensions
Matt Murton, LFMatt Murton, LFMatt Murton, LFMatt Murton, LFMatt Murton, LF - Three games for
leaving his position on the field to

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

join the fight

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Tyler Parker, CTyler Parker, CTyler Parker, CTyler Parker, CTyler Parker, C - One game for fighting
Matthew Boggs, 3BMatthew Boggs, 3BMatthew Boggs, 3BMatthew Boggs, 3BMatthew Boggs, 3B - One game for

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

unsportsmanlike conduct
Mike Andreas, RPMike Andreas, RPMike Andreas, RPMike Andreas, RPMike Andreas, RP - One game for

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

unsportsmanlike conduct

DANIEL UHLIG
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of experience. The team’s member-
ship is not consistent due to the
graduation of undergraduate and
graduate students, and members
going back to their countries dur-
ing the summer season, which is in
the middle of the season. Also the
various training styles between mem-
bers differ as Caribbean and Euro-
pean players have learned to play it
in a different way than Pakistani
players, for example. Gogate said
that despite the fact that the team
has so many different nationalities,
everyone plays together well as a
team.

On the plus side, the team has

fared well in a recent preseason tour-
nament against UGA.

“As we’ve become more orga-
nized and found more and more
talent, we’ve started to beat them
more regularly in greater margins,”
said Gogate, whose club has split
their matches with Georgia over the
past few years.

At the annual six-team tourna-
ment organized by UGA, the GTCC
advanced to the finals after they
beat a Griffin county team, and
OHM, one of the top four in Atlan-
ta. In the finals, they lost to United
Cricket Club, which had beaten the
Bulldogs and Auburn. It was the
second year that the GTCC has fin-
ished in second place.

The playing season kicks off in
May. Before that time, the club will
try to recruit more members and
obtain more playing field time. One
of the many options that the cabi-
net is mulling for the summer sea-
son is to combine forces with their
arch-rival UGA against the Atlanta
league. The league’s season will last
until October.

Find out more information on the
Cricket Club on the web at
cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/cricket

Cricket from page 40

By John Parsons
Contributing Writer

The softball team set a new school
record for victories on April 9, with
a doubleheader sweep of Chatta-
nooga for wins 38 and 39 on the
year. The Lady Jackets will be look-
ing to add to their record as they
close out the regular season and head
into postseason play. Tech will likely
be the second seed in the ACC tour-
nament after dropping both games
in a doubleheader against FSU last
weekend. The disappointment in
Tallahassee has served as a wake up
call heading into the final stretch of
the regular season.

“We didn’t come ready to play,”
junior catcher Lindsay Wood said.
“We need to refocus and realize that
this is the most important part of
the season.”

The Lady Jackets play a stretch
of ten games out of conference to
close out the regular season, con-
cluding with a doubleheader against
Georgia on April 28 here at Glenn
Field. The ACC tournament be-
gins on May 10 in Tallahassee. The
team is not shy about their goal at
the conference championship. While
winning the tournament would not
guarantee a
berth in a
NCAA region-
al, according to
head coach
Kate Madden,
an appearance
in the final
along with a
good end to the
regular season
would probably
would be good
enough to qualify.

“We’d love to make it to a re-
gional tournament,” said sophomore
shortstop Tara Knudsen. “My goal
is to help my team reach that goal.”

This is a lofty goal from a team
that posted a meager 24-29 record
last year and coming into the season
would have been happy with any
winning record. Like any team with

a quick turnaround, a change in
attitude is at the heart of their suc-
cess.

“We expect to win, whereas we
used to go out there expecting to
lose,” said Wood. “We have a lot
more chemistry this year.”

This change in attitude has led
to an 11-5 record in games that are
decided by one run or extra innings,
as opposed to an 8-17 record last
year.

“This team knows they can do
it,” Coach Madden said of her team’s
approach to tight games. “They know
they’re the better team.”

Another reason for their success
this has been the immediate contri-
bution of the three freshmen on the
squad, all of whom start.

“The freshmen have stepped up
into roles that needed to be filled,”
Knudsen said.
The role of dominant strikeout pitch-
er, for one, has been filled by Jessica
Sallinger. She has already set the
team wins record with 18 and has
shattered the strikeouts record with
214 so far. Her strikeout total al-
ready places her third on the Tech
career list. Her catcher, Lindsay
Wood, who previously caught her
in high school, has been impressed

with Jessica’s
improvement
since the last
time she
played with
her.
“She has a lot
more compo-
sure on the
m o u n d , ”
Wood said.
“She has to
work all of her

pitches. In high school, she just had
to blow people away.” Lindsay has
etched her own name in the team
record book with her 17 doubles
this season.

Outfielder Kirin Kumar adds
speed and bunting ability to the
lineup and has come up with sever-
al key hits of late. She is also able to
cover a lot of ground in the outfield.

First baseman Katie Donovan has
shown a knack for getting on base,
boasting a .349 on base percentage.
She has fit in nicely batting second,
in front of RBI machine Tara Knud-
sen.

Tara, the team’s offensive leader
again this year, currently leads the
team in batting average, home runs,
RBI, runs scored, and walks. Her
current home run total of 14 threatens
the team record for home runs of 16
and she has already tied the walks
record with 26 so far, 6 of them
intentional. With opposing pitch-
ers often pitching around her, she
has maintained a simple approach
to hitting.

“I step into the box looking for
my pitch,” Knudsen said. “If it’s
there, I hit it.” If only it were that
easy.

Coach Madden offers a favor-
able comparison to the other top
hitters she has played with and
coached.

“She’s one of the best,” Madden
said. “She doesn’t have many weak-

nesses. There’s no pitch she can’t
hit.”

The team as whole has seen a
sharp improvement in hitting this
year, as evidenced by an improve-
ment of over 40 points on last year’s
team batting average. Senior third
baseman Jamie Frost gives much of
the credit to first year assistant coach
Ehren Earleywine.

“He came in and revamped a lot
of people’s hitting styles,” Frost said.
“I’ve changed everything about my
style.”

Jamie has a 40-point improve-
ment in her batting average to show
for her efforts. She was less forth-
coming when asked about another
aspect of the team’s performance,
her “Think Down” pregame ritual
that has been adopted by others on
the team.

“That’s top secret information,”
she said. “If I told you that, I’d
probably have to kill you.”

Sorry I asked.
“That wasn’t meant to scare you,”

she said.

“She’s one of the best.
She doesn’t have many
weaknesses. There’s no
pitch she can’t hit.”
Kate Madden
sottball coach, on Tara Knudsen

Record-breaking Tech softball squad shoots
for NCAA regional bid, ACC tourney crown

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Yellow Jackets’ only ACC losses this season have come at the handsThe Yellow Jackets’ only ACC losses this season have come at the handsThe Yellow Jackets’ only ACC losses this season have come at the handsThe Yellow Jackets’ only ACC losses this season have come at the handsThe Yellow Jackets’ only ACC losses this season have come at the hands
of No. 21 Florida State. Tech lost 7-3 and 4-2 at Tallahassee lastof No. 21 Florida State. Tech lost 7-3 and 4-2 at Tallahassee lastof No. 21 Florida State. Tech lost 7-3 and 4-2 at Tallahassee lastof No. 21 Florida State. Tech lost 7-3 and 4-2 at Tallahassee lastof No. 21 Florida State. Tech lost 7-3 and 4-2 at Tallahassee last
weekend to the current first-place ACC squad. Tech is 6-2 in ACC action.weekend to the current first-place ACC squad. Tech is 6-2 in ACC action.weekend to the current first-place ACC squad. Tech is 6-2 in ACC action.weekend to the current first-place ACC squad. Tech is 6-2 in ACC action.weekend to the current first-place ACC squad. Tech is 6-2 in ACC action.

Talha Faruqi, the
publicity chair, played
in Botswana and
toured England.
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challenge
number
Congratulations to all the winners
in the Atlanta Thrashers number
challenge. Readers will again be able
to win tickets to Atlanta Thrashers
games next year when hockey sea-
son returns.

thrashers
atlanta

numbers

5-16
NCAA rule which was used to sus-
pend six Tech and Maryland base-
ball players during their game last
Sunday which turned into a bench-
clearing brawl in the seventh inning
of the 12-1 Tech victory.

Score for the men’s tennis team
against Miami in their regular-sea-
son finale. It was their first and only
home loss of the season.

9-28

$0.00
Cost to attend this year’s Football
Springfest. The annual spring in-
tra-squad game will be held at Marist
High School at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day. The game will cap off the spring
practices.

Tech’s Baseball record against Flor-
ida St. when the games are in Talla-
hassee. They have only won once in
their last six meetings down at the
hill.

Event Date
TW at ACC Chmpionship 4/18-4/19
BB at Florida St. 4/19-4/21
MG at ACC Championship 4/19-4/21
TF at ACC Championship 4/19-4/20
SB at Jacksonville St.* 4/20
BB vs. Mercer 4/23
BB at Georgia 4/24
* Double Header

BB -- Baseball, TW – Women’s Tennis

SB – Softball, TF – Track & Field, MG – Golf

3-4

Fighting 101
There are some things that have to be
present in every sports brawl. The Nique’s
Derek Haynes covers the basics. Page 36

Softball Success
Tech’s softball squad has already had more
wins than any other team in Jackets histoy,
but the squad has bigger goals. Page 39

Slugging percentage for sophomore
softball player Tara Knudsen through
Wednesday. She also has nearly a
.500 on-base percentage and leads
the team in batting average and runs.

.776

By Katie Neal
Contributing Writer

After a disappointing 15-16 sea-
son, hopes for next season’s men’s
basketball are high due to the Jackets’
performance in their last month of
play. Making the biggest turnaround
in ACC history, the Jackets ended
with seven wins in the conference.
With no seniors, but a group of “vet-
eran” youngsters and, according to
ESPN, the No. 4 recruiting class,
Coach Hewitt sits down with the
Nique’s Katie Neal to chat about the
past year, the year ahead, and his
thoughts on the game of basketball.

Neal: What’s the scoop on the re-
cruiting class you have gotten so far?
Hewitt: We’ve signed three guys. Chris
Bosh, Jarret Jack, and Theodis Tarv-
er. Chris and Theodis are big guys at
6’9’’ and 6’10’’ (respectively). Theo-
dis is more of a center and Chris is
more of a power forward. Jarrett is a
point guard.

Neal: Who looks like the replace-
ment for departing senior point guard
Tony Akins?
Hewitt: As it stands right now, Jar-
rett will replace Tony. He seems to be
the heir apparent, but then again,
with the way we play, putting in so
many guys, anything can happen. We
still have one more scholarship avail-
able and if we can find somebody
that we feel can come in and help us,
to continue to move the program for-
ward, we will offer it to them.

Neal: How will this next year’s fresh-
man class compare to this past year’s
class?
Hewitt: The group coming in is prob-
ably a little more heralded, but not
necessarily, in my opinion, that much
better as players. Kids like Jarrett and
Chris have been playing a lot of ball
over the years and have been in some
high profile tournaments... so people
know about them, so consequently
talk about them more, but I think the
current group we have are just as good.

One on one with Hewitt
The Nique’s Katie Neal sits down with Hoops Coach Paul Hewitt

By Scott Meuleners / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Men’s Basketball Head Coach Paul Hewitt is excited about the team’s tripMen’s Basketball Head Coach Paul Hewitt is excited about the team’s tripMen’s Basketball Head Coach Paul Hewitt is excited about the team’s tripMen’s Basketball Head Coach Paul Hewitt is excited about the team’s tripMen’s Basketball Head Coach Paul Hewitt is excited about the team’s trip
to Austraila. “I think it might give us the opportunity to play a couple of extrato Austraila. “I think it might give us the opportunity to play a couple of extrato Austraila. “I think it might give us the opportunity to play a couple of extrato Austraila. “I think it might give us the opportunity to play a couple of extrato Austraila. “I think it might give us the opportunity to play a couple of extra
games...It’s always nice to have some type of cultural exchange program.”games...It’s always nice to have some type of cultural exchange program.”games...It’s always nice to have some type of cultural exchange program.”games...It’s always nice to have some type of cultural exchange program.”games...It’s always nice to have some type of cultural exchange program.”

I hope the incoming group works
as hard as this current freshman group.
Ed, Isma’il, B.J., Anthony, and Luke
have all surprised me by their level of
commitment as freshman. I was im-
pressed at how focused they were… I
hope this incoming group will be
just as focused.

Neal: What do you think about not
having any seniors on the team for
next year?
Hewitt: We’ve got a core of veterans
coming back who went through a lot
last year. They went from failures
and losing to some outstanding suc-
cess. In one year, they have gotten a
lot of experience, they saw both sides
of it…I think that experience is go-

ing to help lead this young team and
help them understand that if we don’t
work hard and we don’t remain fo-
cused that this could be pretty miser-
able.

Neal: Will you keep the same up-
tempo style of play with this team?
Hewitt: Yes, we will probably press
even more than we did last year. I
think this team is well suited for play
action like that. Especially with a guy
like Chris coming in as a very good
shot blocker, and hopefully Luke will
be healthy all year, because he’s a shot
blocker also…You need shot block-
ers to play that pressing style. You’re

See Brawl, page 37

By Kimberly Rieck
Staff Writer

What’s the name of a sport
that’s immensely popular in ev-
ery continent except for South
America, North America, and
Antarctica? Here’s a hint-it’s In-
dia’s answer to baseball. Had
enough? The answer is cricket.

While cricket has not caught
on fire in the U.S. by any means,
a group of international Geor-
gia Tech students aren’t letting
that stop them. The Georgia
Tech Cricket Club has turned
what once was a popular intra-
mural sport into a challenger
for Georgia universities and At-
lanta cricket players.

Initially, international stu-
dents had to settle for an all-
nighter of the sport broadcast
live over the Internet. There was
also the occasional match be-

Tech’s most unique sports club?
Growing GT Cricket Club struggles to find practice space

By Al Przygocki
Contributing Writer

The Joltin’ Jackets went 3-1 this
week to raise their record to 32-5, 8-3
in the ACC, but the big story of the
week was neither the Jackets hitting
nor their pitching. It was their rumble
with Maryland on Sunday.

In the rubber match of their week-
end tilt with Maryland, the Jackets
were cruising along with a 12-0 lead
in the seventh inning. There had been
several instances of players being hit
by pitch in the series and in the game
on Sunday in particular and both
benches were getting a bit chippy. Jeff
Watchko’s first pitch of the seventh
went behind Maryland’s Jason Max-
ey in an obvious attempt to send a

Jackets baseball
squad brawls
with Terps

See Hewitt, page 34

See Cricket, page 39

tween the India Club and the Pa-
kistan Student Association. Then
in the spring of 2000, several in-
ternational student organizations
merged to form the Georgia Tech
Cricket Club. Now the
club team has grown
to 30 members
from undergrad-
uate and grad-
uate levels.
The members
have a wide
range of tal-
ent and expe-
rience between
them. Talha
Faruqi, the public-
ity chair, played in
Botswana and toured En-
gland. The club is currently run
by the “cabinet,” which consists
of Chirag Shah, president, May-
uresh Gogate, vice-president and
treasurer, and Faruqi.

Since it’s incorporation, the
club sport has faced many chal-
lenges and obstacles.

The only place the team can
practice is on SAC turf on week-

ends. During the week, it
has been constantly

booked for intramu-
ral sports. Their
main rivals,
UGA’s cricket
team, on the
other hand, has
their pick of sev-

eral practice fields.
Gogate said that his

team would like bet-
ter fields to practice

on. “Part of the Burger bowl
could be designated because when
you practice cricket you don’t need
a whole field. You just need a flat
surface,” said Gogate.

Another problem is the lack

Jackets in the
WNBA Draft

Today, the WNBA is hold-
ing their collegiate draft.
Amongst the Connecticut-lad-
en draft is Lady Yellow Jacket
guard Milli Martinez and for-
ward Regina Tate. Neither have
been chosen by prognostica-
tors to be picked today. Check
WBNA.com/draft2002 for
updates throughout the day.

Ex-Jacket Rogers
heading to Bills

Charlie Rogers is now a
member of the Buffalo Bills.
On Thursday, the kick and
punt-return specialist, who last
year was a member of the Se-
attle Seahawks was traded by
the Houston Texans for LB
Jay Foreman. The Texans se-
lected Rogers in the expan-
sion draft but had already
acquired specialist Jermaine
Lewis. Rogers joins fellow Jack-
ets Jon Carman, Jason Bostic
and Travares Tillman.

Football spring
game Saturday to
be held at Marist

Tech’s annual spring intra-
squad scrimmage will be open
to the public as always. Due to
the construction on Bobby
Dodd Stadium this year it will
be at Marist School this Satur-
day at 11 a.m.

“We’ve installed a new de-
fense, we’ve gotten our offen-
sive coaches acclimated to the
offense, we’ve made progress
on finding a quarterback, and
we may have found a running
back,” said Tech Head Coach
Chan Gailey.

Admission is free, however
parking will cost $3 and The
Varsity will be providing con-
cessions. For more info and
driving direction go to
ramblinwreck.com.


