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Techno music pulsing
in the air, brightly colored
LEDs flashing in rows
and random patterns and
towers of energy drinks
stacked against the back
wall. While these might
seem like sights encoun-
tered at a concert or club,
this past Saturday they
greeted those who attended
this year’s GT GameFest.

In essence, GT GameF-
est is a cross between a
game tournament and a gi-
ant LAN party—an event
where groups of gamers get
together and play games
over a local area network.
Anyone interested was en-
couraged to come to the
Klaus Advanced Comput-
ing Building Saturday
night to either compete in
one of the tournaments be-
ing held or simply hang out
and play games.

GameFest officially
kicked off at 6 p.m. Satur-
day, and continued though
the night until 8 a.m. the
following morning. Snacks
and two meals were pro-
vided throughout the night
as well as a steady supply of
caffeine to keep things run-
ning smoothly.

While just playing was
free, entrance fees for the
tournaments ran $5 for one
or $10 for entrance into all
the tournaments. Those
who did well in the tourna-
ments, however, were reim-
bursed for their efforts, as
over $1500 worth of prizes
were awarded by the end of
the night. Prizes included
jump drives, mp3 players,
DVD recorders and gam-
ing headphones, among
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others.

Gamers that needed a
break from gaming could
walk down the hall and
enjoy a few action flicks,
anime movies and AMV
collections at Anime O-
Tekku’s Riki-Oh film fes-
tival, which also lasted
throughout the night.

The event was quite
large, with 172 registered
attendees and dozens more
unregistered gamers who
decided to drop in for a few
hours of gaming. The event
was undeniably well-adver-
tised.

Announcements and art-
work were chalked on side-
walks all around campus,
several of the organizations
involved sent out notifica-
tions and the FIREWall
(the CoC newspaper) had
published an announce-
ment for the event.

It also managed to lure
some of Tech’s newest stu-
dents. Aurel Lazar, a first-
year Computer Science ma-
jor and a first-timer to the
event, described his initial
excitement about the festi-
val.

“I heard about the GT
GameFest from the chalk
drawings by the College
of Computing building,
and I went and looked it
up online to see what it
was all about and was pret-
ty pumped about what I
heard,” Lazar said.

Despite all the ads, how-
ever, word of mouth did its
part to raise attendance.
Troy West, another first-
year computer science ma-
jor, ended up attending on
a bit of a whim. “Out of no-
where a friend of mine calls
me at 7:50 [p.m.], [and says]
he needed a fourth player
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Nerds strike back at GameFest

for the 4 versus 4 Halo 3
tournament, so I said ok
and ran over there...un-
fortunately the games that
I play on my PC were not
on the list so I only stuck
around for the Halo 3 tour-
nament from 8 [p.m.] to 12
[a.m.],” West said.

Lazar entered two tour-
naments: the 2 versus 2
Super Smash Bros. Brawl
tournament from 9 p.m.
to 2 a.m. and the Defense
of the Ancients—a version
of the popular PC strategy
game Warcraft III—tour-
nament from 11 to 2.

“My favorite part—
aside from playing the
games, of course—was
being in an environment
where so many of the other
people around me were as
passionate as I am about
video games. It made me
realize that I am not alone
in the way I express and en-
gage myself while gaming,”
Lazar said.

His teammate, Arlen
Chen, also a first-year CS
major, had a positive expe-
rience at GameFest as well.
“It was pretty awesome.
I’m probably going to go
to every one from now on,”
Chen said.

This sense of camarade-
rie is, apparently, not an
accident. “GT GameFest
has always been a success-
ful event that really helps
to build community [in the
College],” said Elizabeth
Collums, the program co-
ordinator for the College
of Computing’s Office of
Outreach, Enrollment and
Community.

Despite the anti-social
stereotype gamers are often
tagged with, there was a
definite sense of communi-
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ty at the event. In between
rounds, gamers could of-
ten be seen swapping war-
stories, talking about new
and upcoming game re-
leases and, of course, en-
gaging each other in a bit
of smack-talk.

Nintendo Wiis, Xbox
360s and TVs were pro-
vided, but those wishing to
play PC games had to bring
their own machines.

While many simply
brought their laptops,
some gamers pulled out all
the stops and brought mas-
sive, custom-built desk-
tops equipped with HD
monitors that often mea-
sured more than 20 inches
across.

Popular games this year
included the perennial fa-
vorites Halo 3, Counter
Strike, Super Smash Bros,
and Star Craft as well as
more recent releases, such
as Call of Duty 4.

In reality, though, if it
was a game that formatted
well for multiple players,
odds were good that some-
one at the GameFest was
playing it.

This year, the event was
hosted by the gaming Spe-
cial Interest Group of the
Association for Computing
Machinery in collaboration
with the Entertainment
Software Producers, and
was sponsored by the ACM,
ESP, Anime O-Tekku and
Bawls energy drink.

The event was com-
pletely student -ran. “For
GT GameFest, we provide
approval and occasionally
help to arrange setup, but
ESP and ACM did a great
job of that on their own.
It was very much a student
led activity,” Collums said.
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CS Lewis

performance

sparks dialogue

By Maria Carter
Assistant Focus Editor

While some consider the quest for truth a
personal endeavor, one group has taken it upon
themselves to stimulate a campus-wide conver-
sation regarding the “real answers” to life’s most
difficult questions.

“Veritas” — the Latin word for truth — is
the idea behind the organization that present-
ed “C.S. Lewis on Stage” last week. The Veri-
tas Forum, which originally began at Harvard
University, is a series of events meant to foster
genuine discussion about the toughest questions
in life, in order to deal with a perceived “empti-
ness and lack of understanding” existing in col-
lege communities.

This year alone the Veritas Forum has orga-
nized events at 11 campuses across the U.S. and
abroad. The Christian-based forums are created
to by local college students, professors and min-
isters, while drawing guidance from the head-
quarter Veritas team.

One of the Forum’s events, aimed at sparking
meaningful discourse in the Tech community,
was “C.S. Lewis on Stage.” Clive Staples “C.S.”
Lewis was a literary critic, radio broadcaster and
essayist during the first half of the 2o0th century
and is probably best remembered for his fiction-
al works, including 7he Chronicles of Narnia,
Out of the Silent Planet, The Screwtape Letters,
The Space Trilogy and Mere Christianizy.

In a religious sense, he is of particular interest
because of his personal spiritual history. During
his lifetime, Lewis was a member of the Church
of Ireland (as a child), an atheist (at 15) and a
re-converted Christian (beginning at age 33).
His conversion deeply affected his work and his
World War II radio broadcasts on Christianity
brought him widespread acclaim.

In character as Lewis, actor Tom Key per-
formed for a packed house last Thursday night
in the Georgian Ballroom of the Biltmore. His
one-man show included conversation — seem-
ingly with the audience — and character dia-
logue from some of Lewis’ most memorable
works like The Great Divorce and others. Key,
as Lewis, spoke of his mother’s delirium and
gradual death from cancer at the age of 10 and
his father’s bereavement.

Lewis’ earlier personal tragedy may have had
a hand in the atheism of his youth. Baptized at
birth by the Church of Ireland, Lewis had fallen
away from Christianity during his adolescence.

In his partially autobiographical book Sur-
prised by Joy: The Shape of My Early Life,
Lewis portrays his adolescent self as being “very
angry with God for not existing.”

Later on, friends like author J.R.R. Tolk-
ien reintroduced Lewis — whom they knew as
“Jack” to Christianity. After his re-conversion,
Lewis described himself as “very ordinary lay-
man of the Church of England.”

He married late in life, to the American writ-
er Joy Gresham, who died of bone cancer four
years later. Lewis is considered by many to be
the most influential Christian writer of his time
and one of the intellectual giants of the 20th
century.

Key’s solo performances have been in demand
for the past thirty years, including appearances
at The Lambs Theater off-Broadway, the John F.
Kennedy Center of Washington, D.C., the At-
lanta Symphony Orchestra, Harvard and Yale
Universities and Oxford University in England.
For the past thirteen years, he has held the posi-
tion of Executive Artistic Director of the The-
atrical Outfit at The Balzar Theater at Herren’s
in downtown Atlanta. He was a guest lecturer
at Emory University for six years and holds a
MA in Theater Arts from the University of Ten-
nessee.
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Tech students, faculty reflect on 2008 election

By Hamza Hasan
Staff Writer

After many months of cam-
paigning and debating, Barack
Obama has sealed his place as the
U.Sscurrent president-elect. With
a strong opposition from McCain
and a much stronger lineup of
candidates than in the recent past,
Americans have broken records
and decided on the near future
leadership of the country.

As a rigorous academic institu-
tion, Tech students, faculty and
administration will be affected in
ways other demographics and in-
stitutions and organizations may
not be. Richard Barke, associate
professor at the School of Public
Policy, describes the predicted ef-
fects of what Obama’s next four
years may bring, as well as the
reasons and emotions behind the
campus’ decision of 2008.

“Tech students are pretty re-
flective of the population,” Barke
said. Having surveyed his own
classes and speaking with many
students here, he claims that the
national six-point margin between
McCain and Obama was very
close to the alignment of Tech stu-
dents. He also explained many of
the reasons why he thinks Obama
was victorious over McCain.

Obama’s character and person-
ality were major selling points. It
was “intelligence, maturity people
were yearning for,” Barke said,
noting the impression Obama
gave people outside of his political
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Jake Nunn, a fourth-year CS major, participated in the 2008 election process at the Student Cen-
ter. Voter candidate preference at Tech closely resembled that of the general American population.

standpoints.

The voting record of Tech stu-
dents provided insight as to why
Americans voted the way they
did. “American voters surely ap-
preciate Barack Obama’s intellect
and his calm and confident char-
acter, both of which are important
to the success of any leader,” said
Nirouz Elhammali, a second-year
INTA major.

Alan Edwards, a second-year
CE major, agreed about the gen-
eral clout surrounding Obama’s
campaign. “Obama ran on a plat-
form of change, and there’s no
doubt that change is what Ameri-
cans want and need right now.

Even as a Republican supporter of
Bush and McCain ideals, I com-
pletely understand why Obama
received the support that he did,”
Edwards said. “He’s something
different.”

As a school heavily influenced
by technology, research and edu-
cation policy, Barke, Edwards and
Elhammali noted the peculiarities
with which Tech students should
be concerned. “I don’t think we’ll
see much change on defense re-
search,” Barke said. As students,
Edwards and FElhammali have
their own unique perspectives as
well.

“If Obama pushes an agenda

to lessen our foreign energy de-
pendence, you can be certain that
Tech will be involved in one way
or another,” Edwards said. “[A]
ny sort of relief future presidents,
not just Obama, can bring to our
economy with the creation of
more jobs and stimulating various
markets will only expand what we
have at our fingertips come gradu-
ation.”

Elhammali understands the
importance of the relationship be-
tween Tech and policy making as
well. “Barack Obama recognizes
the importance of technological
innovation in furthering our na-
tion as a whole. There is no doubt

that places like Tech hold the key
to achieving that sort of techno-
logical success,” Elhammali said.

Although a McCain supporter,
Edwards coped well with the out-
come. “Overall, I'm disappointed
that McCain lost but I'm not
packing my bags anytime soon to
skip across the border.

“Given that Obama picks a pro-
active and well-rounded Cabinet,
and works closely with Congress
to help steer our country in the
direction it needs to be, I think we
Republicans can wait four years to
try again,” Edwards said.

Elhammali personalized
Obama’s historic victory. “[Presi-
dent-elect Obama]’s ability to ap-
peal to such a wide range of ages
and ethnicities will prove advan-
tageous not only to [his] reputa-
tion, but to the well being of our
nation as a whole...[he] offers a
sort of new hope that I, as a mi-
nority citizen, could not help but
support,” Elhammali said.

Regarding the election process
and government as a whole, Barke
reveres the democratic basis of
elections.

He warned about the skepti-
cism of citizens as well as Tech
students, reminding that govern-
ment is not always the solution,
but it is not always the problem.
“[V]oting may be the holiest of
our civic actions,” Barke said

Americans have exercised their
sacred democratic right and holi-
est of civic actions and few would
regret thar ability.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF

Alex Trocheck, Tech cheerleader
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Trocheck’s cheerleading responsibilities include carrying the flag
onto the field at the beginning of games and after touchdowns.

Photo by Anne Campeau/ Student Publications

Trocheck enjoys a meal at the private student athlete dining hall. The most experienced member of
Tech’s nine-member strong male cheerleading squad, he started cheerleading for Tech in 2004.

By Aaron Parkman
Contributing Writer

At the heart of Tech’s school
spirit is the white-and-gold clad
cheerleading team, known for their
ability to enthuse large crowds of
Yellow Jacket fans. Composed of
both men and women, the team
is at every football and basketball
game, including those that are
away.

Alex Trocheck is one of nine
males on the cheerleading team
as well as one of the most expe-
rienced, with a whopping five
seasons now under his belt. As a
chemical engineering major and
a brother at Chi Psi fraternity,
Trocheck somehow finds time to
balance schoolwork, athletics and
a social life.

If you have been to a Tech
football game, you already know

Trocheck, because he is the one
who carries out the big flag at the
beginning of games and after ev-
ery touchdown. When asked what
he enjoys the most, he has an un-
usual answer. “I can legitimately
say that my favorite part is when
we're at away games and I run out
onto the field with that flag and
have 50,000 fans booing me, just
me,” Trocheck said.

Of course, those boos are
drowned out by cheers at home
games, and Trocheck says he is
able to enjoy the away games be-
cause he likes the attention and he
doesn’t take things personally.

Another thing Trocheck likes
about the team is the camarade-
rie he finds with his teammates.
“Even though we're co-ed, it is
just like any other sport. In the
long run, we all get along great,”
Trocheck said. He spends most of

his time on the field with his part-
ner, Jessica Wessel, as well as some
time off the field. As a fifth-year
and fourth-year duo, Trocheck
and Wessel are close friends and
often take on the responsibility of
coaching younger teammates on
the more difficult stunts.

Off the field, Trocheck has also
found time to co-op and look for
a job, which he will enter when
he graduates in August. After
doing a co-op at Georgia Pacific,
Trocheck says he has discovered a
multitude of routes one can take
with chemical engineering, and
he is still looking at different areas
of interest.

As far as being an athlete goes,
Trocheck likes the perks associat-
ed with it. “The perks you get for
being a male cheerleader are more

See Cheer, page 15
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WLC promotes growth in female leaders

By James Norman
Contributing Writer

The website for Tech’s 2008
Women’s Leadership Conference
(WLC) shows a table of young,
smiling women enjoying a catered
meal. Upon closer inspection of
the background of that picture,
one can spot two glassy-eyed,
half-asleep men.

Its not that the event is bor-
ing — far from it. The reception
in front of the Student Center
on Friday, Nov. 7, featured a live
harpist, second-year STAC major
Samantha Osteen. There was a
silent auction with items ranging
from paintings to bagpipe lessons.
And, the pre-dinner entertain-
ment featured a five-minute inter-
pretive dance routine.

Laura Stiltz, the WLC confer-
ence chair, hopes the conference
she organized can help create a
world where male and female
leaders are on equal footing. “I
hope one day that [this

conference] is not necessary. But,
for now it will be nice to have this
environment where women can
come together,” Stiltz said.

I expected Stiltz to be a 30-40
year old staff member of Tech’s
Women’s Resource Center, some-
one who’s paid to manage this
380-attendee conference that is
now in its 12th year. A volunteer
barred my entry to the ballroom
to search for Stiltz, but kindly
called over an exuberant, blonde
student volunteer in black busi-
ness wear.

Thinking, “No, I'm supposed
to be interviewing the conference
chair, not some student,” I realized
this was Stiltz. This gigantic 2-day
event featuring invited speakers,
corporate sponsors and a catered
dinner was organized in her spare
time. Prior to dinner, Stiltz, a
fourth-year MATH major, agreed
to an interview in the blocked off
ballroom.

She first got involved with the
WLC as a freshman. “I received

an e-mail looking for people to
serve as workshop chair, and 1
thought, “That sounds inter-
esting!”” Stiltz said. Three
years of volunteering with
the WLC led her to the
conference chair position.
“[1] was selected by the pre-
vious chair and the advisory

board after a written application
and an interview,” Stiltz said.

Working towards equality for
women leaders, Stiltz sees this
conference’s purpose as creating
a space where women can “come
together, network with each other,
lift up one another and celebrate
leadership.” She also says that the
recent presidential election helps
her cause because of a “change in
the way people view minorities [in
leadership positions].”

Between three phone calls and
questions from volunteers, she
thanked every student on the vol-
unteering committee twice, call-
ing them “absolutely fabulous.”
Potentially fabulous volunteers,
including men, are encouraged
to apply for the 2009 conference
committee.

After the interview, people be-
gan spilling into the ballroom. I
picked up a delicious (and free for
the press) dinner, and sat down
at a table with Tech faculty and
staff members as well as Lou and
Belinda, two sponsors from Hewl-
ett Packard.

The Tech employees at the
table found out they were all
nominated for the women of dis-
tinction awards given out by the
conference later that night, while
Lou and Belinda laughed about
being in such esteemed company.

All conversation abruptly halted,
though, for the interpretive dance
entertainment mid-dinner.

Following the energized dance
show, the crowd welcomed a re-
laxing change of pace from the
keynote speakers. First up was
Sue-Ann Allen, executive assistant
to the president and professor of
chemical engineering. Allen spoke
about the changing demographics
at Tech, from the admittance of
the first two female engineers in
1952 to this year’s entering class of
32 percent women.

The invited speaker was Tech
alum, Chelsey McGee (IE ’94).
McGee competed in track and
field at Tech before founding CG
Interactive, a web-development
company, after the dot-com bust.
McGee delivered an inspiring
speech about personal attributes
necessary for success: content-
ment but not complicity with life,
remaining true to oneself, valuing
oneself and believing in a greater
motivation that personal pleasure.

The female students in the
room laughed with and cheered
for McGee by the end of her
speech. They should have been
taking notes too, because after

Saturday’s  full-day leadership

workshop and 14 years in the real
world, one of them will likely be
in McGee’s place.

Photos by Ben Keyserling / Student Publications

This year’s Women'’s Leadership Conference theme was “redefine. redesign. dare to evolve.".

Cheer

than you think,” Trocheck said.
Everything from a private dining
hall to assistance with school costs
are included when you are an ath-
lete, which is standard practice for
most big universities.

Of course, all of those perks
come with hard work. Trocheck
says he spends four to five days a
week at the Athletic Association
for practices and workouts. At a
typical practice, the focus is pri-
marily stunting, and the stunts
done in pairs get a lot of emphasis,
according to Trocheck. “Com-
ing from the sports background
I do, the first thing I noticed was
the athletic ability that (stunting)
demands,” Trocheck said. One of
his favorite things about it is the
ability to say that he can hold a
person over his head.

When it comes to workouts,
Trocheck says it is a mixture of
routines. “It’s a combination be-
tween a football player’s work-
out and a swimmer’s workout,”
he said. According to Trocheck,
while the girls do a lot of cardio,
the guys spend a lot of time in the
weight room building the large
muscle groups that support the
tiny shoulder muscles necessary
for stunting. After playing foot-
ball and baseball at Shiloh high
school, Trocheck says cheerlead-
ing has been a great way for him
to stay in shape.

Trocheck says the team is very
open, and if any guys are interested
in trying out, the coach is always
looking for new talent. Mindy
Wire is the head coach, and al-
though she does some recruiting,
she is also open to walk-ons.

When asked if someone my
size, 160 pounds, could make the
team, Trocheck didn’t shoot me
down, but responded by saying
that “it’s a mixture of strength and
technique.” Maybe I should leave
the heavy lifting up to the profes-
sionals. I know the girls will thank
me.
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