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The GT Auto Show fea-
tured a bevy of beautiful 

cars, including Ferraris 
and Camaros.415
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Voting opens for SGA elections
By Corbin Pon

News Editor

Polls for the SGA elections 
open today. Students have the 
opportunity to determine who 
will hold executive and legisla-
tive positions for the next aca-
demic year.

In addition to seats in the 
Undergraduate House of Rep-
resentatives, students will also 
be electing the new under-
graduate and graduate student 
body presidents and vice presi-
dents.

Kristie Champlin, Robert 
McEntyre and Alina Staskevi-
cius are battling for the posi-
tion of undergraduate student 
body president. Linda Harley 
and Rick McKeon are the can-
didates for graduate student 
body president. 

Undergraduate vice presi-
dential candidates are Brian-
Paul Gude and Parker Han-
cock. Justin Chapman is 
running unopposed for the 
graduate vice presidential posi-
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String of 
robberies hits 

center of 
campus

By Craig Tabita
Editor-in-Chief

The recent outbreak of armed robberies 
on the periphery of campus made its way to 
the interior Monday when two students were 
robbed at gunpoint while walking through 
Mechanical Engineering Alleyway near the 
Skiles building and behind the Coon build-
ing.

According to a crime alert released by 
GTPD, the victims were walking in the Al-
leyway when the suspect approached them 
from behind and showed a silver semi-auto-
matic handgun. The suspect demanded the 
students hand over their wallets and book-
bags, and after the victims complied, the 
suspect ran off.

The incident follows armed robberies that 
occurred on the periphery of campus March 
14, and twice on March 16, as well as a 
strong-arm robbery March 22.

The suspect in the most recent incident 
is described in the alert as a black male with 
a dark complexion, slender build, approxi-
mately 5’10” to 5’11” with a black hoodie, 

LIGHTS OUT, energy saved
Tech goes dark with city of Atlanta in global energy conservation effort

By Katie Dextraze
Contributing Writer

Imagine watching from an extra-
terrestrial vantage point as just after 
sundown the lights in over 4,000 cities 
in some 88 countries across the globe 
went out. Major architectural icons—
Big Ben, the Empire State Building 
and the Sydney Opera House—so 
impeccably lit on any other evening 
become dark. Last Saturday March 
28, Tech also turned down its power 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. to join in the 
third annual Earth Hour. 	

Earth Hour was started by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature of Syd-
ney, Australia. The first Earth Hour 
was held in 2007 with 2.2 million of 
Sydney’s residents turning off their  
lights and electronics. Interest in 
Earth Hour increased markedly over 
the last two years, and this year even 
the U.N. found it appropriate to dim 
their building.

The city of Atlanta was one of the 
10 key United States cities to par-
ticipate in Earth Hour. According to 
Georgia Power, energy use declined by 
approximately four percent from 8:30 
to 9:30 p.m. Atlanta’s mayor Shirley 
Franklin threw a symbolic switch to 
darken the downtown area, most no-

tably the World of Coke and Bank of 
America buildings.

Over the past few years, Tech has 
made a move toward campus sus-
tainability and participated in Earth 
Hour as one of the flagship campuses. 

Some of these sustainability efforts 
have been pushed by student efforts. 
Members of Students Organizing for 
Sustainability (SOS), a student orga-
nization for the environmentally con-
scious, checked classrooms and labs to 
make sure that all non-essential lights 
and computers were turned off. 

In addition, the Freshman Council 
held a “Blackout Party” on the Cam-
panile to encourage student participa-
tion in Earth Hour.

“It was unexpected to have FC 
spearhead such a large event, because 
sometimes freshman are seen as apa-
thetic and still adjusting to college,” 
said Joe Charbonnet, member of the 
Freshman Council. “I think there was 
some surprise among administrators, 
though, because students can some-
times organize and cooperate bet-
ter than departments. We’re gaining 
some respect.” 

Charbonnet explained that the 
problems of climate change and ex-
hausting resources are just as inspir-
ing for this generation of students as 

the civil rights issues that incited the 
student movements in the past de-
cades. “Aspirations for greatness and 
reform are coming back to the youth 
community,” Charbonnet said.

Marcia Kinstler, director of the 
Office of Environmental Stewardship, 
has supported students in their efforts 
to improve campus sustainability. 

“Almost 50 percent of the energy 
consumed can [be] reduced simply by 
changes in behavior. We could only 
get approval for hosting this Earth 
Hour event by encouraging conscious 
energy use as a way of life,” Kinstler 
said.

Tech is Georgia’s first Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental De-
sign (LEED) certified campus and 
is ranked in the top four percent of 
United States universities for sus-
tainability. There are eight projects 
registered for LEED consideration, 
with the College of Management and 
Klaus Advanced Computing Building 
already certified with LEED. 

“Green buildings are tangible 
models of our [goals],” Kinstler said, 
“and we’re applying these green ef-
forts beyond our campus. We have... 
research centers that are working in 
new fields... that have been created by 
interest in sustainability.”

EARTH HOUR 2009

By William Brawley
Assistant News Editor

The undergraduates in the Student Gov-
ernment Association this week released a spe-
cial white paper for the new Institute Presi-
dent G.P. “Bud” Peterson. The document 
outlined a wide variety of topics that are im-
portant to the undergraduate student body. 
SGA formed a special committee over two 
months ago, comprised of various student 
organization leaders and SGA members, to 
write the white paper. The committee’s job 
was to disseminate the feelings of the student 
body and to lay out that information for the 
president.

The white paper breaks down into two 
main sections. One discusses the subject of 
pride for the Tech community, and the other 
addresses areas that the committee felt are in 
need of improvement. 

Tops in the subject of pride was the topic 
of campus sustainability. Tech has stated a 
commitment to various areas relating to sus-
tainability in order for it to become a leader 
in this field. The language of the white paper 
hoped that Peterson would continue to com-
mit to green initiatives. 

Other areas of pride that the white pa-
per touched upon were Tech’s leadership in 
community diversity and the international 
opportunities opened to students.

As for improvements undergraduates felt 
Tech should undertake, the white paper out-
lined the intellectual diversity as one of the 
primary concerns. As an institute focused on 
technology, it is often believed that achieving 
a well-rounded education can be difficult. 

See President, page 8

SGA releases 
presidential 
white paper

Vote now at at www.elections.gatech.edu
Polls are open until Wednesday, April 8 at 4 p.m.
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POLL OF THE WEEK
How are you dealing with Skiles being blocked off?

46.2%
I am upset 
that there was 
no warning 
about 
construction.

3.8%
I don’t have an opinion.

28.8%
I am taking it 
in stride. These 
things happen 
at Tech.

21.2%
I don’t use 
Skiles, so it 
doesn’t affect 
me.

Next issue’s 
question:

Tell us at
nique.net

Do you feel safe on 
campus after the 
recent robberies?

Based on 52 responses

By Ben Keyserling 
Assistant Photo Editor

From the files of the GTPD...

Campus Crime

Violent Crime Prevention
Over the past weeks, there 

has been an increase in violent 
crimes on campus.  Here are some 
tips from the Atlanta Police and 
GTPD to help describe an attack-
er, which can help police to re-
cover property and arrest suspects.

To help the police successfully 
locate and arrest an attacker, they 
require a detailed description of 
the perpetrator. If one does find 
themselves a victim of a crime, 
these are some characteristics to 
remember that will help the police 
locate the perpetrator:

Size: A description of the 
height and weight of a suspect.  

The police recommend compar-
ing the suspect to yourself or to 
the responding officer to estimate 
a size.

Hair: Note the color, amount 
and style of the perpetrator’s hair.  
If the perpetrator is wearing a hat, 
try to remember any hair that is 
exposed.  Also, note if the perpe-
trator has facial hair and try to 
remember the pattern.

Skin: Note and report the skin 
tone and ethnicity of the suspect.  
Caucasian skin tones are less vari-
able, so look for scars or moles.  
African-American skin tones are 
more variable, so be sure to differ-
entiate between lighter and darker 

skin tones.  Also, be sure to note 
any visible tattoos.

Clothing: Descriptions of 
clothing are one of the preferable 
ways for the police to quickly lo-
cate and arrest potential suspects, 
so be ready to describe a suspect’s 
clothing as soon as an officer ar-
rives.

Names and Verbal Com-
mands: If there are multiple sus-
pects, try to keep track of any 
names used and share descriptions 
of the interactions between the 
suspects with the responding of-
ficer.

Vehicle: If the suspect flees by 
vehicle, try to get its license plate 
number.  In addition, officers will 
be better equipped to locate a ve-
hicle of they are provided with a 
detailed description of the vehi-
cle’s make, model and color.  To 
help police locate the suspects, 
also try to note the direction that 
the vehicle fled.

Follow us online:
http://nique.net - Twitter: @the_nique
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Council Clippings
This week in Student Government

Each Tuesday, elected members of the two houses of the Student Government Association, the 
Undergraduate House of Representatives (UHR) and the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), convene to 
consider allocation bills and discuss issues facing campus. Here is a summary of those two meetings.

By Ben Keyserling, Assistant Photo Editor

This edition of Council Clip-
pings covers the UHR and GSS 
meetings from March 31, 2009.

A lot of things went on 
outside the bubble of Tech 

in the past week. Here are a few 
important events taking place 
throughout the nation and the 
world.

Breaking  
theubble

Conficker worm fails to 
live up to April First hype

The notorious superworm, 
Conficker, that has spread to 
several millions of PCs around 
the world was expected to strike 
on April 1, has yet to fulfill 
it’s promise, according to the 
Wall Street Journal. Computer 
analysts had inspected some of 
the virus’s code and found that 
it was set to activate or perform 
some function on April 1, 2009. 
Computer security experts, who 
warned initially of some form of 
massive cyber attack given the 
amount infected computers, have 
yet to see any form of Conficker-
related activity.

The hype around the worm 
began back in January when a 
secret group of computer and 
industry experts was formed to 
hunt down the worm’s creator. 
The level of hype reached a 
new height in February when 
Microsoft offered a $250,000 
reward for the creator’s identity.

The Conficker worm has 
been particularly difficult to 
control. While there are anti-virus 
removal software and a patch 

for Windows operating systems, 
there are a variety of ways that the 
worm spreads. The most potent 
is the large number of unpatched 
PCs. The worm itself also comes 
in a multiple versions and can 
automatically download a newer 
version of itself or even spread on 
USB flash drives.

Obama opens nuclear 
talks with Russia at G-20
	 President Barack Obama met 
with Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev ahead of the G-20 
summit, and both men announced 
that talks to limit the number of 
nuclear warheads, reported The 
Associated Press.
	 Medvedev had shown that he 
was open to talks about nuclear 
arms, but there was not the 
expectation that such a significant 
statement would have been made.
	 “Over the last several years 
the relationship between our two 
countries has been allowed to 
drift,” Obama said. “And what 
I believe we’ve begun today is a 
very constructive dialogue that 
will allow us to work on issues of 
mutual interest.”
	 Medvedev agreed. “As President 
Obama has said, they were drifting, 
and drifting in some wrong 
directions. They were degrading, 
to some extent.”

B

MBA Fair
Alpha Kappa Psi, Tech’s busi-

ness fraternity, presented a bill to 
help finance its third annual MBA 
panel and fair.

In light of the economic situa-
tion and an increase in the num-
ber of students seeking MBA 
degrees before entering the work-
place, AKPsi invited admissions 
representatives and recent Tech 
alumni from schools throughout 
the country to discuss MBAs with 
Tech undergraduates.

Both chambers of SGA brought 
up concerns about honoraria, be-
lieving that this was paying for 
admissions representatives to do 

their job. After substantial cuts of 
about $2,000, the bill passed GSS 
17-2-2. After amending the bill 
per graduates, UHR funded the 
event 42-1-0.

IFC Student Assistant
The Interfraternity Council 

(IFC) approached SGA to seek a 
budget line item to fund a gradu-
ate advisor position. The position 
is currently funded by Student Af-
fairs, but has been cut to accom-
modate budget constraints.

With roughly 25 percent of the 
student body involved in Greek 
life, IFC argued that maintaining 
the advisor position was neces-
sary, and would impact the en-
tire campus. The graduate senate 
raised concerns over the impact 
this would have on the remaining 
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IFC President Andrew deRussy presents a bill for a student assistant at the UHR meeting, March 31.
operating budget, as well as the 
potential to finance the position 
with a $5 increase in dues for each 
member.

The bill failed in GSS with a 
vote of 5-13-1, and despite a house 
vote of 28-12-3, was not able to 
meet the enactment ratio.

2009-2010 Budget
This week, both chambers of 

SGA began the process of creat-
ing an operating budget for next 
year. This year, SGA is allocating 
a budget of $4.2 million, includ-
ing all SGA organizations as well 
as the Student Center and CRC.

The GSS went over the en-
tire budget on Wednesday night, 
while UHR reviewed Tier I orga-
nizations and will review the re-
mainder next week.
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SQUELCH.
I wish the thermostat in my room would work.
Only NRE’s and ME’s can’t take classes as Pass/Fail? 
Seriously tech, that is weak. Hellaweak.
O.A.R. is a great band. If you don’t like them, then aparently you 
haven’t been hammered and had a girl on each arm while you 
were listening to them.
Well if girls like O.A.R. you should focus on the fact that there 
might be GIRLS showing up in large numbers at sting break.
Hey guys, try going on to a dance event in the student center. You 
can pick up girls there and they won’t whip out the pepper spray 
if you ask them to dance.
Attn CS nerds: Fedoras are NOT cool. sorry to have to be the 
one ti inform you
Screaming dude outside center st: I’m sorry your girlfriend cheat-
ed on you, but seriously stfu. It’s 11 pm go yell in a park not 
outside my window
emily’s liberal bias is unprofessional and sickening
Those AID execs also didn’t get paid all year, emily
Am I the only one who was disappointed when they realized the 
“Sting Rail” was part of the April Fool’s Issue?
Why is making an appointment at Health Services so difficult?
I have fallen for her like my freshman roommates’ GPA...
My throat hurts
Eat me St J
Slivering in HR. This class sucks. And Parsons is not Trebek.
Does anyone else think the Quizno’s Torpedoes are giant phallic 
objects?
I hate that they offer TA positions and try to make you feel guilty 
by wanting pay. So now we can go up to our parents and say, “Ha! 
You’re stuck without retirement even longer now!” Thanks, idiot 
professors.
Armed robberies all around campus and now ON campus. When 
will we be allowed CCW so we’re not obvious targets?
yeah yeah yeah
making it happen, every day

By Kaitlin Goodrich
Staff Writer

It’s not often that Tech encour-
ages students to gather en masse 
on behalf of porn, but on Thurs-
day, March 26, students in the 
Ferst Center for the Arts did just 
that. Tech hosted The Great Porn 
Debate, a touring debate between 
Ron Jeremy, a veteran porn star 
and Craig Gross, pastor of XXX 
Church. Despite the four dol-
lar student ticket price, the event 
drew quite a crowd, almost filling 
up the Ferst Center.

Jeremy and Gross each had 
twelve minutes for opening re-
marks to state their side of the de-
bate, with the rest of the program 
consisting a debate on audience 
questions asked by a moderator. 

Before Gross’ official first re-

Jeremy, Gross crowd Ferst Center for Great Porn Debate

Photo by Joey Cerone / Student Publications

Adult film actor Ron Jeremy headlines the Great Porn Debate, 
put on by the Student Center Ideas and Issues Committee.

RHA entices community to reduce campus energy usage

marks began, jumped in to com-
ment on why Gross would be 
speaking first.  “I’m on the de-
fense, not the attack. Craig is 
about to bring up points about 
why my business is wrong, and 
… I’m going to destroy each one 
point by point, and I’m going to 
slam dunk each and every one I 
make,” Jeremy said.  

“Ron’s five-six, and he can’t 
slam-dunk anything,” Gross said 
in response. 

Gross’s opening remarks start-
ed with a little bit of background 
about himself. Gross was a youth 
pastor trying to help his students 
who were struggling to deal with 
porn, so he started a website called 
XXXchurch.com.  

“[The goal] is not to take away 
your right to watch porn. Every-
one has the right to watch porn if 

they like, and my church wouldn’t 
ever argue against that… I just 
want to offer help to those who 
struggle against it,” Gross said 
about the core of his argument.

Gross compared the struggle 
with porn to any struggle with an 
addiction, be it alcohol or gam-
bling. While porn may be legal, 
he argued that there needs to be 
support for those who can’t han-
dle porn. 

He claimed that porn creates 
unrealistic expectations for the 
prospect of sex and that it is a 
one-side industry that focuses on 
men. He believes that some people 
cannot watch porn responsibly, 
meaning that eventually these 
people desire more intense porn to 
get excited. 

See Porn, page 7

By Sijia Cai
Senior Staff Writer

In order to improve conser-
vation, the Resident Hall As-
sociation (RHA) has installed 
monitors to better manage energy 
consumption. Teaming up with 
Students Organizing for Sustain-
ability (SOS), the Environmental 
Alliance at Georgia Tech (EAGT) 
and Facilities, RHA upped its ef-
forts to improve sustainability. 

In order to do this, RHA has 
started the Wasted Watts compe-
tition, which began Feb. 23 and 
will run until today. This compe-
tition includes all of the residence 
halls on campus and is designed 
to promote the reduction in en-
ergy use.

Originally, RHA had planned 
to host a water conservation 
competition last spring during 
the drought but abandoned the 

idea when it was found that wa-
ter consumption in the different 
residence halls could not be accu-
rately measured. 

The same problem was found 
in measuring energy usage per res-
ident; however, over the past year 
Housing and Auxiliary Services 
have made a concentrated effort 
to improve electricity metering in 
the buildings, making a competi-
tion possible.

“Right now, about half of the 
residence buildings have digital 
meters, which take a reading ev-
ery 15 minutes. With the old out-
dated analog meters, you had to 
physically go out and record the 
measurements,” said Elliot Mork, 
executive president of RHA. 

RHA funded and organized 
the competition. This left SOS 
was in charge of the education ef-
forts, which consisted of inform-
ing students about sustainability 

and teaching residents how to re-
duce their energy usage. Taking 
up the last responsibility, EAGT 
collected the actual readings from 
the meters. 

Weekly measurements of en-
ergy usage have been taken dur-
ing the competition period and 
are posted on RHA’s website. The 
website also includes tips to cut 
energy use, such as unplugging 
electronic devices when not in use 
to potentially decrease power us-
age by 10 to 30 percent. 

“This phantom power that’s 
just wasted can add up very quick-
ly, though the actual amount 
saved is not huge in perspective,” 
said Molly Mclaughlin, third-year 
CHBE and member of SOS. “The 
important thing is that we raise 
awareness and continue the work 
we’re doing now.”

According to Mork, students 
generally believe that energy re-

duction needs to come from an 
infrastructure change initiated by 
the administration, whereas the 
administration sees the problem 
as one of behavior change among 
the students. 

“What we’re trying to do with 
this competition is combine the 
two views,” he said. “On the one 
hand we are trying to bring about 
a behavior change, but we’re also 
trying to get better metering for 
the residence halls, which will 
cost about $5 million.”

Baseline measurements of en-
ergy usage in each residence hall 
were taken for the month prior to 
the start of the competition. The 
winning residence hall council 
will get a food party and alumi-
num sports water bottles for every 
resident. 

“Tech students are naturally 
very competitive, so I think that 
having a competition is the most 

effective avenue to make people 
more aware of and concerned 
about sustainability,” Mclaughlin 
said.

Other colleges have also creat-
ed energy reduction competitions. 
For example, at Oberlin College 
a 31 percent reduction in energy 
usage was achieved. However, the 
effect on Tech’s campus is expect-
ed to be less. 

“I think that sustainability 
used to be a really important is-
sue on campus during the Georgia 
drought but since conditions have 
improved somewhat, fewer people 
are now interested in continuing 
green practices,” said Olivia Crop-
per, second-year BME. 

“Some people [try to reduce 
energy usage] for money, some do 
it to make Tech a ‘greener’ univer-
sity and some simply care about 
the environment,” Mclaughlin 
said. “This way, everybody wins.” 
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Films fall short in regional Campus MovieFest finale

www.nique.net
sliver

iPhone app slivers are much cooler... The iPhone elitists win 
again!!
studio review the week after SB? splendid
If they thought students were annoyed at the inconveniences 
brought about by construction before, they are in for it now. The 
CULC construction is getting out of hand... and I’m mad and 
not going to take it anymore!
foux du fa fa......foux du fa fa fa faaaa
more than one drink at a starbucks session = obssesion. i love it.
and i’m not the only one who does it. guy next to me, i like your 
watch. and your drink choices.
How come Greek Week doesn’t get technique coverage? It di-
rectly affects 1/4th of campus
Mike Donohue for Sophomore Class Representative!
The proposed PhD regalia is hot.
*to be sung to the tune of the Oscar Mayer Weiner Song*
“There’s a whore in my math class, she’s a B-I-T-C-H...”
“Everybody hates her, in 1-5-0-2-J”
it really is pathetic the way she giggles, but we all know she’s a 
mess...
Help
I think you’re hot, you should talk to me
i really want to break up with my boyfriend so i can date you
you are so very attractive and i dont know why
“Never fight a drag queen, you’ll get f ’d up”-best thing my eng-
lish teacher has said all year
dude... decipher.com get in with bartendersparky
georgia tech: blocking Skiles: FAIL.
skinny models: FAIL.
Put your name into Google Image Search. You might be a porn 
star!
llll library

By Zimu Yang
Contributing Writer

The Southern Regional Grand 
Finale of Campus MovieFest took 
place this past weekend at the 
Center Stage venue and the At-
lanta Symphony Hall. The event 
was a two day affair that featured 
nearly 100 student films from 16 
schools, including Tech. AT&T 
and Campus MovieFest provided 
all the equipment necessary for 
filming and editing. Campus 
MovieFest was created by four 
students from Emory eight years 
ago. Since then it has had a quar-
ter million students participate 
and has given out one and a half 
million dollars worth of prizes.

Sixteen Tech films entered the 
competition and were shown at 
Tech’s finale. Five of those films 
were chosen to be shown last Sat-
urday: My Normal Approach Here 
is Useless, AT&T Test Commer-
cial, Street Corners, The Vault and 
Something from Nothing. Team 
members Matt Bigelow, sixth year 
AE major, and Dan Moore, third 
year CS major, of My Normal Ap-
proach Here is Useless discussed 
their experience in the competi-
tion.

“[Team leaders] David Rutter 
and Kane Bonnette came up with 
the idea to do a film based on web 
comics such as XKCD. In fact, 
most of [our] film was based on 
those comics. Ninety percent of 
the film was basically web comics 
sewn together into a single script. 

We used [Campus MovieFest] 
equipment, and there were some 
rough things at first,” Bigelow 
said. “There were some cold days, 
down to seven degrees sometimes. 
It got pretty brutal. We actually 
got kicked off MARTA because 
we were filming a scene there. 
Luckily we managed to finish be-
forehand.”

Webcomics were not the only 
source of inspiration for Tech 
films. Michael Gluzman, fourth 
year ID major, of Something from 
Nothing described his muse for 
the film as well as the process be-
hind creating it. 

“[The film] sprung from an 
industrial design project I had to 
do. The idea was to find a site we 
respond to emotionally and ex-
trapolate some meaning from it. 
Using objects on a site, we were 
to infer some value from it and 
we could only use two hands and 
one tool,” Gluzman said. “Every-
thing else you found and you had 
to spend at minimum of fifteen 
hours on it… Making the film 
consisted only of getting cameras 
out there. The main work was in 
shooting the thing. The editing 
was done in about a day and took 
the least amount of time.” 

Tamer Shaaban, second-year 
CS, of Street Corners was one of 
the driving forces behind his proj-
ect and he also played the main 
lead.

“I always wanted to be an actor Photos by Jarrett Skov / Student Publications

Clockwise from top: Members of My Normal Approach is Useless Here watch the CMF Southeast  finale. 
Actor and Comedian Adam Ferrara hosted the event. Actress Emma Stone served as a guest presenter.See CMF, page 7



6 • April 3, 2009 • Technique NEWS

Over 230 attend third annual Pre-Health Conference 

Photos by Ben Keyserling / Student Publications

Neil Schulman (pictured left) entertained Pre-Health Conference attendees with stories about the humorous side of being a doctor.

By Kaitlin Goodrich
Staff Writer

Hopeful future doctors and 
health care workers gathered on 
Saturday, March 7 in the Klaus 
building for Tech’s third annual 
Pre-Health Conference. 

Over 230 students from all 
sorts of diverse majors attended 
the conference, which was put on 
by the American Medical Student 
Association (AMSA) to make 
Tech pre-health students stronger 
applicants to medical schools after 
graduation. 

The goal of the conference was 
to provide students a forum in 
which they could come together 
and realize that there are a sig-
nificant number of pre-health 
students at Tech as well as many 
resources available to them. 

“We just wanted the campus to 
know that [pre-med students] are 
here. The conference was to [not 
only] raise awareness within the 
pre-health population that sup-
port is available for them at Tech, 
but also to tell the rest of the 
world that pre-health exists here 
despite Tech being an engineering 
school. Our original intent was 
to show that Tech has a diverse, 
growing population of students 
that are strong applicants to med 
schools,” said Nehal Patel, presi-
dent of Tech’s AMSA chapter.

The conference featured two 
keynote speakers and five work-
shop options. 

The morning keynote speaker 
was Neil Schulman, a physician 

and author of the novel Doc Hol-
lywood. 

Schulman spoke about his ex-
periences in the medical field, in-
cluding the more humorous side 
of what it is like to be a doctor. 
“Schulman was a very dynamic 
speaker,” said Vijay Palvia, AMSA 
conference manager. “He really 
got the audience involved by tell-
ing jokes and stories. He even 
stood up on a chair at one point. 
It was a really prestigious and in-
teresting address.”

After the morning keynote, 
students had the option of at-
tending three of five different of-
fered workshops. The workshops 
covered an array of health-related 
topics from the career-based work-

shops like “A Day in the Life of 
a Health Professional” and “Life 
After College” to med school-
specific workshops addressing 
admission trends, financial aid, 
interviews and writing a personal 
statement. 

The goal of these sessions was 
to give students more specific in-
formation based on personal in-
terests or concerns. 

“I felt like they did a really 
good job of communicating really 
clear and relevant information… 
It was nice to be able to pick top-
ics you care about,” said John Paul 
Schacht, third-year NRE.

After a lunch, students listened 
to Scott Lind, chief of Surgical 
Oncology at the Medical College 

of Georgia. 
Lind spoke of what it was like 

to be a surgeon and what it takes 
to get to be a surgeon. 

“I wanted the students to get 
a taste of what life as a surgeon 
is like. They need to know that 
it takes a lot of work, but in the 
end has great returns. Sometimes 
students get a slightly misguided 
view of what life as a surgeon is 
like from TV and other media, 
but it is important to go [into 
medical school] with a balanced 
perspective,” Lind said.

The day ended with a health 
school fair. Students could speak 
with representatives from 50 med-
ical schools and health programs. 
Students were encouraged to ask 

questions about admissions and 
find out more about specific pro-
grams. 

“We hope students will explore 
their options and really take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to talk 
to admissions people one-on-one, 
to ask questions and get candid 
answers,” Patel said.

After the conference, Patel and 
the rest of AMSA hope that more 
students will take advantage of 
the help of Jennifer Kimbel, the 
pre-health advisor and AMSA’s 
other resources to be strong pre-
med candidates. 

“We wanted the campus to 
know that we’re here if you look 
for us, and we’ve got help to get 
where we want to go,” Patel said.
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“Porn is often used for mas-
turbation, which is just sex with 
yourself. There is no concern 
for the needs of the other per-
son who should be involved, and 
that causes problems in relation-
ships… I hope that after people go 
away from [this debate] that they 
think twice about popping in that 
[porn] tape,” Gross said.

Jeremy’s opening remarks 
came next, and he focused on 
“not attacking what is being said 
by [Gross], but simply defending 
that the porn industry exists, and 
has the right to do so.” Jeremy ar-
gued against the idea that porn 
cannot be watched responsibly. 
He defended the industry against 
allegations of violence and degra-

dation towards women. He espe-
cially highlighted efforts against 
child pornography, chronicling 
that it is illegal and the general 
porn industry does everything 
it can to get rid of it. He finally 
went on to defend the freedom of 
speech rights that make porn legal 
for consenting adults who are of 
age. 

“I’m not saying that porn is the 
greatest thing in the world, but it 
is a multi-billion dollar business 
and it is worth defending… and 
I want people who do want to 
watch it feel comfortable doing 
so,” Jeremy said to summarize his 
argument.

After the opening remarks, 
questions were supposed to be 
written on note cards and read 
by the moderator, but Jeremy and 

Gross quickly nixed that idea, in-
viting people to stand up in the 
front of the stage to ask questions 
to them directly. The session was 
highly interactive, consisting of 
questions and banter between the 
audience and the speakers.

Student’s questions focused 
on questions of morality, violence 
and feminism in the porn indus-
try, as well as the possible double 
standard of focusing on porn as 
a major vice in our society ver-
sus  other vices. Questions were 
answered candidly and humor-
ously, often eliciting long debate 
between Gross and Jeremy. In the 
end, the moderator had to cut off 
discussion before all questions 
were answered due to time.

After the debate was over, stu-
dents were allowed to stay and get 

Porn		  from page 4 autographs and pictures from the 
two. The autograph line snaked 
around the Ferst Center as stu-
dents wanted to get pictures, 
books and hats signed. Jeremy 
even a girl’s breast or two. 

The sentiment from students 
was that the debate left no clear 
winner. “I think they had two 
very clear different points, but 
they each had a lot of good facts 
and information. I don’t think 
there was a clear winner,” said 
Kris Jurgowski, third-year CS. 

His thoughts were echoed by 
others waiting throughout the 
autograph line. While there may 
not have been a winner, the debate 
definitely got students to think 
about the issue, something that 
both Gross and Jeremy deemed a 
success.

Photos by Joey Cerone / Student Publications

Left: Craig Gross of the XXX Church served as Ron Jeremy’s debate opponent. Right: Jeremy signs autographs after the debate.

www.nique.net
sliver

mmmm that was a short tootsie, but a good tootsie.
El Spanish Speaking Organization le da la bienvenida a todas las 
personas de Es.Tu.Dia!
splin bleak 09 wuu! wuuu! Dios los bendiga!
Mrs. Degree - You
Now he got fired??!! Mrs. Degree - You’re STILL doing it wrong!!! 
Fail.
Math nerd in my ISyE class- no one cares that you work at target.
We don’t need the damn Undergraduate Learning Center, just 
give Skiles back!
i’m on a boat and its going fast and i got a nautical themed pa-
shmina afghan
shiggity shiggity shwa
what you did today??
ROUND!!!!!!
math 3770 is the worst class everrrrrrrr
Spring break would have been so awesome if I hadn’t been sent 
to jail...
I would greatly appreciate it if you and your nasty friends didn’t 
eat onions in the room and watch TV while I’m trying to study. 
It’s rude.

and make movies. Our crew we all 
live together and we make movies 
for fun,” said Shaaban about his 
reasoning for participating in the 
contest. “The most interesting 
thing was that we woke up every 
morning at seven to shoot. We 
drove down to Atlanta for filming 
but the car only sat four people 
while we had eight cast members 
so we had to make several round 
trips. Our clothes we got from the 
Salvation Army so it was pretty 
low budget. AT&T and CMF 
supplied all our equipment The 
fountain at a Sun Trust bank froze 
so we filed on the ice there. We 
ended getting caught by the cops.” 

Saturday was a day long event 
that took place at Center Stage. 
Films were shown from 11 in the 
morning to seven in the evening, 
and audience members could text-
message in their favorite films. 

The top fourteen were chosen 
to be finalists for the award cer-
emony on Sunday at the Atlanta 
Symphony Hall. There, the films 
competed for the Golden Tripods 
that were awarded to the best ac-
tor, best actress, best drama, best 
comedy and best picture. None 
of the films entered by Tech were 
candidates for these awards. Actor 
and comedian Adam Ferrara host-
ed the award ceremony. Woody 
Harrelson and Emma Stone of 
Superbad also made appearances 
as presenters for the Golden Tri-
pod awards.

Takara Upshaw, in the film 
Breathe, from Art Institute of 
Atlanta won best actress. Ryan 
Upswing, of the film Committed, 
from Emory won best actor. Best 
drama also went to Committed. 
Best comedy went to Inbox: The 
Musical from Art Institute of At-
lanta. Best Picture went to Rhap-
sody from the University of South 
Florida.

All the film finalists can be 
seen at http://www.campusmov-
iefest.com/srgf/movies.html

CMF		  from page 5
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Elections	 from page 1

Photo by Joey Cerone / Student Publications

Undergraduate presidential and vice presidential candidates debate a variety of topics on March 31.

improvements to be made to 
SGA, student life, communica-
tion, the campus portal and foot-
ball ticketing.

Students were also allowed to 
pose questions to the candidates. 
There were mentions of improv-
ing the class registration system 
and challenging the candidates to 
name their number one priority to 
list the SGA’s website. 

The debate was moderated by 
Nick Wellkamp, current under-
graduate student body president. 
The debate lasted just under one 
hour and finished with each can-
didate again being allowed a final 
moment to restate their election 
platform.

A recording of the debate can 
be found on the WREK Radio 
website at www.wrek.org/2009-
sga-debate

tion.
The polls will open at 1 p.m. 

and close at 4 p.m. on April 8. The 
election results will then be an-
nounced by 7 p.m. in the Student 
Center Commons. If one can-
didates fails to win the majority 
vote, a runoff election would be 
held from April 10 to April 15. 

As part of the elections process, 
the undergraduates held a moder-
ated debate on March 31 in the 
Student Center Ballroom. Each 
presidential and vice presidential 
candidate got a chance to address  
the group of 30 to 40 students.

These were briefings were fol-
lowed be a series of questions 
aimed at the presidential or vice 
presidential candidates. The ques-
tions revolved around topics like 

needed for a suitable full-scale 
web portal. The proper portal for 
students used could be considered 
one of the major frustrations for 
students. 

Finally, the last area that the 
white paper highlighted for im-
provement was student support 
services. These issues centered 
around academic advising and 
tangible levels of encouragement 
for students. Academic advis-
ing has been named as a source 
of confusion and frustration for 
many students. Thus Tech needs 
to put a priority on this area as it is 
crucial for students success.

Upon receiving the white pa-
per, Peterson said that he would 
look over the recommendations 
and will further respond once they 
had been internally discussed.

The white paper committee felt 
that Tech needs more emphasis on 
a diverse curriculum, emphasizing 
on community service and more 
liberal arts expansion. 

The faculty at Tech, while 
praised for their innovative re-
search, was named in the white 
paper as having to improve on 
their teaching ability. Several of 
the issues of concern were mini-
mal attention and care given to 
teaching, extreme grade curving 
and the lack of coherent English 
skills.

There are also improvements 
called for in campus communi-
cations, such as with the campus 
web portal. T-Square is thought 
to lack many of the features 

dark blue jeans and a ski mask. 
The weapon description matches 
that of the March 16 incidents, 
and the physical descriptions are 
similar as well. However, GTPD 
has not made any statement re-
garding whether these incidents 
are related.

According to a statement re-
leased by Officer Ian Mayberry 
of the GTPD Crime Prevention 
Unit, victims should comply 
with the demands of an attacker, 
particularly if the attacker has a 
weapon.

“Our current trend shows that 
those who were compliant and 
surrendered their belongings did 
not sustain injury,” Mayberry 
said.

President	 from page 1 Robbery	 from page 1

Photo by Ben Keyserling / Student Publications

The alleyway behind the Coon Building is where the latest armed 
robbery occurred on Monday.
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Kristie Champlin

www.kristiechamplin.com

I have been a proud Yellow Jacket and faithful supporter 
of Tech traditions all of my life. I am a third-year Public 
Policy major and believe in the value of public service and 
the function of government. I have served in the SGA for 
three years and am running for Student Body President be-
cause I want to change Tech to better serve our students. I 
have the drive, direction, and determination it takes to be a 
great Student Body President and believe that together we 
can take Tech’s vision for being top in the nation and make 
it a reality. 

Experience:
• Institute-Wide Committees Chair for SGA Executive 
Cabinet
• SGA Undergraduate House of Representatives
• Student Academic and Financial Affairs Committee
• GT Earth Day Committee
• Service-Learning Development
• Student Advisory to Vice Provost
• Internal Development Committee
• Mandatory Student Fee Advisory Committee
• Game-Day Recycling Program
• Public Policy Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
• Community Service Website Committee
• GT Delegate to ACC Leadership Conference 2009
• GT Delegate to Vietnam Innovate Conference 2009

As the Undergraduate Student Body President, I will 
focus on major initiatives that will help Tech continue to 
develop into the leading academic and technological insti-
tute that it is capable of becoming.  By advocating students’ 
voice, promoting progress and service, improving athletic 
ticketing, and reducing Tech’s environmental impact I will 
help improve the lives of students and address the needs of 
our campus. As President, I will: 

• Work to improve the daily lives of students
• Mitigate the impact the state-wide budget crisis has on 
students
• Transition campus to single-stream recycling where ev-
erything you throw away gets recycled
• Install motion-sensor lighting to reduce GT’s energy con-
sumption
• Work to implement a fair and efficient athletic ticketing 
system
• Create a Service Institute as a resource for service organi-
zations and students
• Provide more service-learning courses for real-world ap-
plication of your GT education
• Create new representative positions for student organiza-
tions in SGA
• Install Nextbus screens and improve predictability of bus 
routes

Vote Champlin for Student Body President!
Drive. Direction. Determination.

Robert McEntyre

www.robertmcentyre.com

• Vice President of Campus Affairs
• Campus Services Committee, Chairman
• House of Representatives, Member At Large
• Student Lobby Board
• Campus Affairs Board, Chairman
• Academic Advisory Board
• Ticketing Advisory Committee, Co-Chair
• Athletics and Recreational Services Committee
• Finding Common Ground Executive Board
• Management Student Advisory Board
• Kappa Alpha Order

The opportunity for students to set the vision for Tech 
has never been greater.  As we usher in a new Institute Pres-
ident, we also usher in the chance to have students impact 
our institution in a profound way by defining the vision for 
Tech’s future. My vision consists of a Tech that engages stu-
dents, inside and outside the classroom, one that embraces 
diversity, both culturally and intellectually, and one that 
maximizes the student experience and quality of life.

With this remarkable time come many incredible chal-
lenges. We have campus services that sometimes fail to 
meet our most basic needs. We have a Board of Regents 
calling for a “temporary” mandatory fee that threatens to 
be  $1,000 outside of HOPE next fall. We have an academic 
climate that lacks diversity of thought, and lends itself to a 
faculty more concerned with research than addressing the 
students’ needs.

It is the duty of the SGA President to provide a strong 
voice for the students on these issues. Throughout my Tech 
and SGA career, I have been that strong voice and as Stu-
dent Body President I’ll continue to be that strong voice.  
Here are some of the ways I want to make progress for you: 

• Expand the Add/Drop period from 1 week to 2 weeks
• Fitness alternative to HPS 1040
• Automate HOPE applications year to year
• Expand Stingerette service to surrounding area
• Open Cherry Street to provide a safe travel option
• Improve Campus Safety through patrols and lighting
• Implementation of single sign-on Campus Portal
• Minimize campus construction impediments
• Implement new ticketing system that maintains block 
seating, efficiency, and integrity.
• New SGA website and hold open biweekly briefing
• End the Regents’ “Temporary Fee”

   All of the candidates have articulated what we want to 
do, but I’m the only candidate who has put forward a plan 
and timetable for how I’m going to get things done for you.  
The plan of action that I’ve created will lay the foundation 
for an effective and successful year from the very first day in 
office, and I’m the candidate who has the experience neces-
sary to lead SGA on that first day. I have been fighting for 
a better student experience throughout my entire career in 
SGA and as President I want to continue to fight for you.

Alina Staskevicius

www.voteforalina.com

Experience
• Vice-President of Administrative Affairs
• Junior & Sophomore Representative
• Joint Campus Organizations Committee
• Academic Affairs Committee
• freShGA
• Campus Experience
• Student Foundation Board of Trustees
• Presidents’ Council Governing Board
• Ambassadors
• Student Center Programs
• Sophomore Summit
• Athletic Association tutor
• Honors Program member

My Vision –  “Growing Together”
I firmly believe that the traditions, friendships and stu-

dent experiences we share enable us to grow as a commu-
nity.  My platform consists of improvements in key areas:

Academics
With state budget cuts restricting many of our cam-

pus services and departments, I want to focus on our aca-
demic policies by creating a “First week” policy similar to 
Dead Week’s, allowing students to view all their grades on 
Tsquare, and laying the foundation for a public speaking 
class.

Student Life
To strengthen our campus community, I want to lobby 

for more high profile speakers and artists on our campus 
and revive T-week (programming for seniors).  To respond 
to your needs, I want to see the creation of a single campus 
portal, increase lighting on campus, and extend Buzzcard 
service to other stores.

Student Organizations
I am passionate about student involvement, and want to 

engage student organizations.  Making sure student leaders 
are well-informed is one of my top priorities.   

Student Government
Communication is essential – I want to make SGA more 

visible and accessible to you, and create an ongoing dia-
logue between SGA and students. 

My Drive
I am passionate about Georgia Tech and its students.  I 

am so proud to be a Yellow Jacket, and I understand Geor-
gia Tech’s great potential – especially as we transition to 
new Institute leadership.  My goal is for student opinion to 
always be sought and always be heard.

I am a strong voice for student organizations, a voice you 
can trust.  You need a Student Body President with a bigger 
vision for the Institute, not just a list of things to do – and 
I am that candidate.  Vote Alina!

Candidate Profiles
Student Government Association

Next week, Undergraduate SGA elections will be held online at www.elections.gatech.edu between now and Wednesday, April 8. On 
the following three pages, you will find profiles of the candidates for the executive offices of SGA. The content on these pages was writ-
ten by the candidates themselves to communicate why they believe they should be elected as the next leaders of Tech’s student body.

Candidates for Undergraduate Student Body President
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Candidates for Undergraduate Executive Vice President

Brian-Paul Gude
www.gudeforvicepresident.com

Parker Hancock
www.hancock4vp.com

Experience:
• Freshmen Class President
• Sophomore Class President
• Member of the Joint Finance Committee
• Member of the Internal Development 
Committee
• Member of the Planning & Development 
Committee
• Member of the Student Lobby Board

Accomplishments:
• Created the first scholarship offered by 
Student Government.

Hello, my name is Brian-Paul Gude 
and my goal in seeking your vote as Vice 
President of Student Government is simple. 
To show the student body that SGA can 
be more for you. Leadership that is more 
visible and active in discovering what the 
student body wants, a more organizational 
and student-driven SGA culture, and the 
pursuit of more initiatives inspired by any-
one in the Tech community are a few ex-
amples of the “more” that I have outlined 
in my campaign. Every organization that 
we interact with and every student that we 
encounter should feel that not only can 
they come to SGA but that SGA is actively 

seeking their opinion on issues, concerns or 
innovative ideas. 

As the leader of the legislative branch 
in SGA, the vice president oversees the 
Undergraduate House of Representatives 
(UHR). There are roughly 50 UHR posi-
tions in SGA, and as such, this is the most 
important part of student government that 
can affect you directly. I feel that the Vice 
President has the ability to create an SGA 
culture where every representative is not 
only encouraged to interact with the stu-
dents but in some ways required to ensure 
that student opinion is heard throughout 
the year. I think this is the dividing line be-
tween SGA’s success with you and continu-
ing student apathy regarding SGA.

What I want to do to ensure that you get 
more from your representatives, first and 
foremost, is to make them more visible to 
you. We can do this by assigning all rep-
resentatives to organizations to ensure that 
organizations always know who to talk to 
for a bill submission or any other aspect of 
student government that they don’t under-
stand, and to follow up on how they are do-
ing with the service of SGA. Also, we need 
be more visible to students. I want to ensure 
that students meet and are able to ask ques-

tions with their representatives by creating 
a SGA task force comprised of different rep-
resentatives and committee members once a 
week to gain insight on student concerns so 
that we can always be dealing with the most 
up-to-date student issues in our SGA com-
mittees and in the Legislative and Executive 
Branches.

Also, our meeting structure can change 
so that we serve students before ourselves. 
We can move all organizational and finan-
cial bills to the top of our agenda, in front 
of our own internal updates and briefings, 
in order to reduce the time that student or-
ganizations wait to be heard. 

As a third-year IE major, I recognize 
that the need for new and exciting leader-
ship in SGA is more important now than 
ever to ensure that SGA has the best and 
most profound impact on you. I have ex-
perience through various Student Govern-
ment presidency positions, but most of all 
I have the passion to improve SGA’s impact 
on you to be that leader.

While this is only a snippet of what I 
stand for, I encourage you to delve into my 
website to gain a better understanding of 
who I am. Vote Gude and you will see ef-
fective change driven by you.  

Experience:
• SGA Parliamentarian
• ECE Representative
• Internal Development Chairman
• Homecoming Philanthropy Chair
• Director, The Veritas Forum
• Member, Student Reg. Committee
Achievements
• Joint Bill Policy
• Freshman Elections
• Executive Restructuring Act

Track Record 
I’ve already been hard at work to im-

prove how SGA functions and how we 
serve the student body. I’ve authored leg-
islation that will allow for the first-ever fall 
freshman elections, letting freshmen for 
the first time ever to have a voice in student 
government. I’ve also authored a new Joint 
Bill Policy that has taken many of the snarls 
out of the SGA financial bill process, giving 
student organizations better access to Stu-
dent Activity Fee Funds. My latest achieve-
ment has been the “Executive Restructur-
ing Act” that will reorganize the Executive 
branch of SGA to improve communication 
between SGA and the student body. It will 
create a Vice President of Communications 

position whose sole responsibility will be to 
communicate what’s going on in SGA to 
campus, as well as to collect student ideas 
and feedback. All these initiatives together 
provide a track record of diligent service to 
the Tech student body.

Vision
The Executive Vice President also aids 

the President in addressing student life is-
sues. Though my positions on student life 
issues are many, there are a few I’d like to 
address here. 

First, the IT resources at Tech need 
some serious revamping. I’d like to see the 
campus portal initiative move forward, as 
well as to explore new resources, like mak-
ing recordings of large lecture classes that 
are already available to students at the 
GT-Lorraine and GT-Savannah campuses 
available to us at the Atlanta campus. Also, 
the SGA website needs some serious work. 
One of my first priorities as Executive Vice 
President will be to ensure a fully function-
al SGA website will be up by the end of the 
fall semester. 

The one part of my platform that I think 
most sets me apart, however, is what I’ve 
termed “Educational Diversity.” Tech has 

always been known for its great engineer-
ing programs, but I’d like to see it produce 
more than just engineers. I want to see it 
produce outstanding individuals who are 
not only exemplary engineers, but exempla-
ry citizens of their nation and world. To that 
end I’d work to improve the undergraduate 
curriculum to provide more opportunities 
to explore topics outside of our declared 
majors to produce more well-rounded stu-
dents. I’d love to see a Tech student be able 
to pursue their major and a minor and still 
graduate in four years. We also need more 
opportunities to discuss how what we en-
gineer here fits into the larger mosaic of 
human society. I think this can be accom-
plished by embracing student-led initiatives 
like Finding Common Ground, the Cam-
pus Freethinkers or the Veritas Forum that 
are already providing these opportunities.

 Why You Should Vote for Me
My track record of taking initiatives 

shows I have the drive to get things done 
for students, and my vision will help better 
prepare students to be the leaders of tomor-
row. My track record of success and power-
ful vision for the future show that I am the 
best candidate for Executive Vice President!

Candidates for Undergraduate Representatives

Sophomore Representative (4)
Owen Andrews
Elle Creel
Laurel L. Derby
Mike Donahue
Daniel Gallagher
Sharad Gopal
Parul Kapur
Dee Dee Kim
Adam Macie
Maysa Nassereddin
Melissa Parham
Olivia Patrick
Michael Roan
Zachary Smith
Alex Stewart
Nanki Walia
Alex Walker

Junior Representative (4)
Shruti Batra
Daniel Nussenbaum
John Rosenweig
Apoorv Sinha
Benjamin Smith
Jimmy Williams

Senior Representative (4)
Victoria Au
Kaitlyn Frazier
Andy Jones
La-Trice Lambert
Priya Taparia
Terrance Yarber

Athletic Association, Fall (1)
Dalton Hedberg

Athletic Association, Spring (1)
Will Woodworth

Co-Op, Spring (1)
Rohan V. Zacharia
Ritika Thapar
Rohit Joshi
Andre Grant
David Akhigbe
Russell Ralston

Co-Op, Fall (1)
Margaret S. Anderson
Jason Engler
Sunny Shah
Jillian Spayde

Aerospace Engineering (2)
Elliot Mork

Architecture (2)
Colleen Jordan
Joseph Razavian

Biology (1)
Jeff Cheung
Paige Cruver
Wan-Ling Tsai

Biomedical Engineering (2)
Ted Chen
John Dimotakis
Phillip Trusty

ChBE (2)
Jonathan Denis
Christopher Martin

Chemistry (1)
H. Timothy Dodson
Brenda Morales-Pico

Civil Engineering (2)
De’Von Dixon
Ian Frame

College of Computing (2)
Victoria Lee
Michael Slaughter

EAS (1)
James Hite

Economics (1)
Nupur Patel

Electrical Engineering (3)
Malini Jagannadhan
Anurag R. Kadasne
Marcus Walker

HTS (1)
Jourdan K. Oldstein-Read
Kaitlyn Whiteside

International Affairs (1)
Maria Cleveland

ISyE (3)
Yash Ghogre
Raphael Rose
Jakeisha Smith

LCC (1)
Sam Ead
Lindsey Hollenbeck

Management (3)
Nancy Bota
Armina Khwaja

Meredith Roth
LeGaren Toomer

Mathematics (1)
David Lowry

Mechanical Engineering (4)
Pranav Gandhi
Tyler Jackson
Charles Shoemaker
Parker Hewitt

MSE (1)
Shawn Zhang

Modern Languages (1)
T.J. Kaplan

Physics (1)
(none)

Psychology (1)
Brooke McDaniel
Albert Sun

PTFE (1)
(none)

Public Policy (1)
Travis Horsley

The following individuals are candidates for positions in the Undergraduate House of Representatives. The number of positions available in each category is given in parentheses.
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Linda Harley

No web site provided

Rick McKeon

votemckeon.blogspot.com
Student Government Experience:
• Coordinating Officer
• Graduate Executive Board
• Graduate Senator
• Undergraduate Representative
• Committee of Academic Affairs
• Committee on Elections
• Student Academic Advisory Board
• Campus Recreation Center Advisory 
Board
• Athletic Board Ticketing Committee
• Housing Priorities Committee
• Parking & Transport. Advisory Board 

Other Pertinent Experience:
• Vice President, RHA
• Graduate Resident Director, International 
House and Women, Science, and Technol-
ogy Community
• Student Research Assistant, GTRI
• Intern, Georgia Senate Committee on 
Science and Technology, Georgia Gover-
nor’s Office of Policy, & Georgia Innova-
tion Internship Vice-Chair, HOBY Maine
• Director of Programming, HOBY New 
York Central
• Facilitator, World Leadership Congress
• Delegate, National Youth Leadership Fo-
rum 

  Have you ever sat around waiting for 
a campus service? Did you wonder if you 
were the only one? Did you think of a solu-
tion that benefited not only you but every 
one else? Most of us have, and you pay more 
than $1,000 per semester enrolled for cam-

pus services to assist you.
I am running for Graduate President for 

two important reasons: to have more re-
sponsive campus services and resources as 
well as to improve the fractured system of 
campus communication and community.

I have plenty of experience in studies, re-
search, student organizations, student gov-
ernment and state government. Still, this is 
not about me; it is about you!

We need to make the campus more sen-
sitive to the needs of graduate students as 
we are a growing and vital part of the cam-
pus population. As incoming President Pe-
terson is surveying the Institute and starts 
setting his agenda for the next few years 
I feel that it is vital to have a dedicated, 
skilled and experienced voice at the table 
highlighting our perspectives at the daily 
operations of the Institute.

You care about rising costs, decreasing 
services and difficulty of access. You can 
feel vulnerable or left out. I want to help 
you with appropriate stipends, adequate 
health insurance and reasonable fees.

You care about knowing people and 
feeling at home. We spend plenty of time 
trying to find people, places and resources 
from poor information and communication 
channels. We know our advisors and some 
members of our departments but cannot 
grasp a sense of campus community beyond 
home football game days. I want to central-
ize information about campus services and 
resources, allow for feedback on them, in-
tegrate and streamline campus communi-
cation channels, and work to bring people 
together to increase options and activities 
on campus.

It is unacceptable that those who hold 
positions now have not done more to in-
form the graduate student population about 
all that student government engages in. We 
are here to serve you and to interact with 
the administrators on your behalf to ad-
dress concerns. 

You being busy does not mean that you 
should not be informed and involved in our 
actions. I know that I will not vanish after 
the campaigning period. I will continue to 
reach out. 

Your support will ensure efforts on your 
behalf.  Feel free to e-mail me or view my 
campaign website for more detailed infor-
mation.  Thank you for your time.

Experience:
• Student Government Association (SGA) 
Graduate Student Body Executive Vice 
President 4/08 – Present.
• SGA Graduate Student Body Secretary 
4/07 – 4/08. 
• SGA Senator 8/06 – 4/07.
• Research Assistant (RA) 1/00 – 4/04.
• Teaching Assistant (TA)  8/05 – 8/08.
• RA 8/08 – Present.  
• WRC Advisory Board 4/07 – 12/08.

On a cold winter morning, in January 
of 1999, I arrived in Atlanta from South 
Africa. With blue lips and teeth chattering 
I walked onto the Tech campus and was 
filled with a sense of adventure of what lay 
ahead. Now, ten years later, I can say that 
it has been an amazing experience. I am 
currently a fourth-year PhD candidate in 

the School of Applied Physiology, and ever 
since 2000 I have worked as a RA or TA at 
Tech. I have seized every opportunity and it 
has led me to where I am today.    

As SGA Graduate Executive Vice Presi-
dent this past year, I oversaw the fall gradu-
ate picnic. Making the event a success 
required the ability to communicate and 
listen to the needs of graduate students, 
work with administrative staff, delegate the 
work and have dedication to the details.  
This year over 1800 graduate students and 
their families attended, setting a record.  
The event was a complete success.

 This will be President Peterson’s first 
year at Tech, and as such we will have many 
opportunities to promote graduate student 
issues. As SGA Graduate Student Body 
President I will strive to:

1. Ensure that our money (Student Ac-
tivity Fee) is spent wisely.  

2. Ensure that our health care benefits 
remain adequate and comparable to that of 
our peer institutes.

3. Provide opportunities for professional 
development, so that you may be competi-
tive in today’s job market.

4. Ensure that if the “temporary” stu-
dent fee of $100 continues, a waiver is put 
in place for TA’s and RA’s or that it is added 
as tuition for graduate students.

In conclusion, when I am elected I will 
be the second female to hold the position 
of Tech Graduate Student Body President, 
making this a historic election. Vote Harley 
and I promise that together we will seize 
the opportunity to improve graduate stu-
dent life on campus.

Justin Chapman

Experience:
• Graduate Senator
• Academic Affairs Committee
• Student Planning Association

First-year Masters candidate: College of 
Architecture City and Regional Planning 
Major.

We live in a time of great challenge, 
brought about most significantly by the 
changes occurring in the economic, but 
also social realms. Policy changes tak-
ing place at a blinding pace, affecting 
individual action at the global, national, 
state and local levels. Clearly, there will be 
implications that have an immediate im-
pact on Tech, and on graduate students 
specifically. As a candidate for vice presi-
dent, I seek to represent the principles of 
integrity, accountability and responsibil-
ity in helping student government meet 
the challenges presented. 

By approaching tasks with an hon-
est and forthright attitude, I will help 
to facilitate fair decisions, and increase 
the visibility of graduate student needs 
university-wide. Integrity also implies 
soundness and unity in action. I believe 

in the importance of these principles as 
they apply to individuals and groups such 
as the Graduate Senate. I will seek to en-
sure that the legislative process adheres to 
the principles inherent within the concept 
of integrity, such that the Senate acts as a 
unified body and produces sound choices.

As individuals within a group, each 
one of us has chosen to be accountable 
for our thoughts and beliefs, stepping up 
to be seen and heard. Participation in the 
decision-making processes that shape our 
experiences also means being accountable 
to those one represents. 

I understand that a position such as 
vice president is not one of selfishness, but 
one that requires careful consideration 
of the complexities that can be involved 
in resolving issues. I would seek to assist 
student government in resolving such is-
sues in the greater interests of the graduate 
body. The impetus to speak and be heard 
takes courage and strength, and I would 
hope to embody these traits in the role of 
vice president. 

It must be acknowledged that a sense 
of responsibility is a guiding force behind 
the accountability that impels us to act.  
Each of our actions creates an effect that 
causes yet another decision. Given the 
delicate nature of our current climate, it is 
of utmost importance that each of us act 
with a sense of maturity and deference to 
the situation at hand. 

Reliability and common sense should 
be the framework of responsible action. 
Not only is there a responsibility to others 
in general, but also as vice president there 
is a specific duty to assist the president in 
achieving clearly understood goals. In this 
role, I would do my best to support the 
president.

It is by these principles as standards 
that I seek the office of the vice president. 
If elected, I will use these notions to serve 
with student government in an effort to 
enhance the experience for the graduate 
body at Tech.

Candidate for Graduate Executive Vice PresidentCandidates for Graduate Student Body President

No web site provided

SGA Elections Schedule
•	 Friday, April 3 @ 1 p.m. — Polls open at 		

www.elections.gatech.edu

•	 Wednesday, April 8 @ 4 p.m. — Polls close

•	 Wednesday, April 8 @ 7 p.m. — Election 
results announced in Student Center Commons

•	 Friday, April 10 @ 1 p.m. — Runoff polls open 
(if necessary for elections where no candidate 
receives over 50% of the vote)

•	 Wednesday, April 15 @ 4 p.m. — Runoff polls 
close

•	 Wednesday, April 15 @ 7 p.m. — Runoff 
election results announced

•	 Monday, September 7 — Polls open for 
Freshman Class Representative

•	 Wednesday, September 9 — Polls close for 
Freshman Class Representative

For more information, visit:
sga.gatech.edu/elections

gtvotes.blogspot.com


