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Kill dead week

Dead week has supposed to have been dead for years. It still
appears to be breathing and it’s time to kill it for good. The
Academic Senate’s promise to keep dead week dead was tied
closely to giving seniors final exams. If such commitment is
being shown to giving exams, the same attitude must be taken
towards the week preceding them.

Once seniors take final exams, dead week becomes the time
when they, along with everyone else, have to get things in
order before ending the term. For far too many students, dead
week simply means the busiest week of the term—and not
because they are “only” studying for finals.

Upon making dead week dead, a fast-acting grievance
process needs to be enacted so if a professor has more than one
assignment due during the final two weeks of a term, students
have a recourse of action before having to take the tests. The
student requests for a dead week have been ignored thus far; a
policy of enforcement must be set in place to give dead week
any true meaning. Unfortunately, we are not holding our

breath.

Crime on campus

The two Student Services building break-ins this weekend
should serve as reminders to everyone to be careful while on
campus, especially while alone at night. While we hope the
perpetrators are not students doing this to their own school, it
is even scarier to think of the criminals as armed robbers from
outside Tech. Although propping open locked doors did not
contribute to the thefts, that practice compromises the safety
ofeveryoneinside the “locked” buildingand should be stopped.

Consensus editorials reflect the majority opinion of the Editorial
Board, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.

Make meal plans flexible

I am responding to the article
“FE contract will enforce mandato-
ry year-long meal plan” that ap-
peared in the February 2 Technique.
In it, Dan Morrison is quoted as
saying, “We feel that a mandatory
[year long] meal plan should be re-
quired by all freshmen, so that they
won’t have to factor in how they are
going to eat well or how to budget
their food money.” The article also
mentions the “community build-
ing” purpose of the meal plan. I am
writing to point out that there is
another way to do these things than
a year-long mandatory Freshman
Experience meal plan.

As a Greek at Tech, I have par-
ticipated in Tech’s meal planand in
my own chapter’s. To begin with,
many Greek meal plans offer more
budgeting flexibility for students.
Enrollment is done on a semester
basis, which matches how we and
our parents budget for college. If a
studentorhis parents wants to make
sure ahead of time that meals are
provided for, then they certainly
pay the whole amount in advance
and many do so. However, many
students work their way through
school so we allow payment in in-
stallments. Ifa person needs to modify
his meal plan because his school or
work plans have changed, there is

no penalty.

Diningservices should offer such
flexibility to all students, including
new ones. Instead, freshmen will be
locked into the yearlong FE meal
plan monthsbeforearrivingon cam-
pusand getting the information they
need to make an informed deci-
sion. If they aren’t happy with what
they find in the dining halls or want
to be part of another community,
they should be able to go elsewhere.
At least, they should get a trial peri-
od.

Requiringstudents to remain on
the meal plan even if they leave the
Freshman Experience doesn’t help
build communities. It justhurts stu-
dents. Even if, as David Stopp sug-
gests, the Meal Plan allowed a drop
to the 75 block plan for all students,
not just the Greeks, that mandato-
ry commitment would represent a
large switching cost for which the
studentwould likely receive no ben-
efit and create no community.

The Tech Meal Plan should be
more flexible for all students, not
just the Greeks. The plan exists as a
service for Tech students. They
should keep our business through
service, not through yearlong con-
tracts. They should give us more
options, not fewer.

Eric Smith
gt7921a@prism.gatech.edu
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Female provost would add to Clough's cabinet

As the Provost search commit-
tee continues its selection process,
hope that they will consider the
progress they could make in im-
provingdiversity by hiring theironly
female candidate, Elisabeth Paté-
Cornell.

Currently, President Clough’s
cabinet consists of nine men and no
women. While I have the utmost
respect for the job that the current
cabinet members do, I believe that
as a governing body they are seri-
ously lacking in diversity. How can
we attempt to reach our goals for
diversity if the upper-most level of

the Institute’s administration is not
diverse? The student body of this
school consists of 33% women, and
they deserve to be represented.
The President, the new Provost,
and the cabinet will be responsible
for making decisions that will affect
the Institute’s future. I think that
one of the most important benefits
of having diversity is that a variety
ofbackgroundsand perspectivesare
considered. In order to make deci-
sions thatwill benefit the Tech com-
munity, the perspectives of students
and faculty need to be adequately
represented. Hiringawomanas Pro-

vost would be a step in the right
direction.

Primarily, I think a female Pro-
vost would provide female profes-
sorsand students support they need
in the upper levels of the adminis-
tration. Also, having a female Pro-
vost would help us attract more
female faculty members. All wom-
en who are a part of this communi-
ty should know the administration
fulling supports them.

In President Clough’s most re-
cent State of the Institute Address

See Provost, page 10
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Lack of student-friendly events hinders Ferst Center

In passing through the Student
Center lately, you may have no-
ticed quite a few signs advertising
various events at the Robert Ferst
Center for the Arts. While it gives
this entertainment editor hope to
see the improvement in marketing,
I remain frustrated with both the
selection of shows and their pric-
ing. Instead of serving as a valuable
cultural resource for the Georgia
Tech community, the Center sits
quietly as students look elsewhere
to be stimulated and entertained.

As the Technigue reported last
September, the Ferst Center hashad
its share of problems this year, and
its management chose to scratch 18
showsafterlosing $1.3 million over
the course of the 1999-2000 sea-
son. This unfortunate decision re-
sulted in the cancellation of acts by
popular performers such as the Vi-
enna Choir Boysand the Girl's Choir
of Harlem, and left in its wake a
schedule almost entirely devoid of
student-friendly shows. Though As-
sociate Vice President of Auxiliary
Services Rosalind Meyers preferred
to think of it as a “re-evaluation of
our schedule,” as she said last fall, I
found the cancellations both em-
barrassing to the Center’s reputa-
tion and damaging to Tech’s
supposed commitment to the arts.

The Center is caught in quite a
cycle. Its financial problems have
resulted in high ticket prices, fewer
performance dates, and less appeal-
ing performers. Lessappealing shows
and expensive tickets inevitably lead
to reduced audiences, reduced at-

“Can the Ferst Center rightfully
bemoan a lack of student interest
when the majority of the events
they host seem anything but

studentfriendly2”
Sarah Graybeal

Entertainment Editor

tendance means reduced revenue,
and the cycle starts again. It’s not
hard to see how the Center has fall-
en to its current depths.

Tunderstand that one of the Ferst
Center’s goals is to broaden the arts
experience of Georgia Tech students,
encourage us to leave the standard
entertainment confines of places like
Philips Area and the Tabernacle,
and give us an escape from the de-
cidedly technical mindset that we
bury ourselves in each day. They do
this through their classical, dance,
jazz,and operaseries, and some peo-
ple do indeed pay attention. I spoke
to one student just days ago who
experienced the opera for the first
time when Carmen came to campus
a month ago. He enjoyed it im-
mensely, and was disappointed that
he won’t be able to make it to Aida
next week. I will be the first to ad-
mit that for the sophisticated stu-
dent, the Ferst Center can sometimes
be a valuable resource.

In addition, I must give credit to
the Center’s renewed marketing ef-
forts. Advertising for upcoming

events has never been better, and
the powers that be are making a
visible effort to avoid denting our
wallets too deeply. The Student Rush
Ticket program (which allows stu-
dents to purchase tickets for only
$15 two weeks prior to show) is a
great opportunity for those who do
choose to take advantage of it. This
week this deal is even sweeter, as
you can buy a rush ticket to Aida
and attend an “Opera 101” work-
shop free of charge! Programs like
this may indeed be an excellent way
to improve attendance woes.

Yet if the Ferst Center truly de-
sires to become a resource for a//
students, its program is in desperate
need of revamping. Operaand dance
will continue to attract the consci-
entious student, but these types of
events—those that draw true pa-
trons of the arts but tend to intimi-
date a member of the average
public—won’tsustainan entire cam-
pus’sentertainment needs. So what
kinds of shows would be better?
One look at the Ferst Center’s past
would point the current adminis-

tration in the right direction.

I've been at Tech long enough
now to remember atimewhen Penn
and Teller sold out the entire the-
ater, and Shawn Colvin stopped by
for an unplugged performance. A
quick poll of students who have
been here as long (or longer) than
me brought memories of musician
Arturo Sandoval and comedians Jeff
Foxworthy and Paula Poundstone.
Student performances such as Dra-
maTech’s Tommy, the India Club’s
annual Holi show, and the Music
Department’s holiday concert also
tend to attract a sizable crowd. The
addition of two or three more “main-
stream” acts to the Ferst Center’s
schedule could do wonders.

Put simply, the Ferst Center is
yet another instance of a campus
entity in need of a new solution—
one that could make both students
and administration happy. My per-
sonal wish for the Ferst Center is
theformation ofanendowmentfund
that could be used year after year to
alleviate the financial burden of keep-
ing a respectable arts venue operat-
ing and drawing an audience, and
help cover the increased costassoci-
ated with bringing bigger-nameacts
to campus. The Capital Campaign
justfinished raisingover $711.9 mil-
lion, and its website even touts that
“unrestricted endowments help
Georgia Tech respond to pressing
university needs and capture new
opportunities.” The Ferst Center
may not conduct ground-breaking

See Ferst, page 10

Make campus a happier place with a little politeness

Sometimes, I just want to go
back to the “good old days,” before
instant technology, e-mail, cell
phones, and the proliferation of rude-
ness that makes up our impolite
society.

For some reason, I thought that
people in the South were supposed
to be hospitable, sweet, and gener-
ally well mannered. Apparently, that
rule applies neither to Atlanta nor
to the sub-culture of Tech.

I love the cell phone I got for
Christmas. I have exactly 70 num-
bers pre-programmed, and the voice
activation feature will “call Mom-
my”—1I just have to tell it to.

Convenience has its place, but
cell phones should have no place in
the classroom, lab, conference room,
library, theater, restaurant, or any
other quiet, publicarea. Even worse
are those phones which, instead of
emmitting a tiny beep or ring, must
play ten measures of a Bach inven-
tion.

I'm all for having a phone that
plays “Ramblin’ Wreck,” when it
rings, but I don’t want to hear it
when I'm trying to take a Chemis-
try test or watch Brad Pitt walk
across the movie screen shirtless.

Tech students, set a good exam-
ple for thosearound you. If we think
we’re smarter than the average pop-
ulation, let’s prove it through being
morecivilized. Turn off your phone
in class. Weall know you have voice
mail, anyway.

Secondly, let’s not overestimate
thebenefits of e-mail. Asa true geek,
I love having instant communica-
tion, but imagine my sadness when
week after week my snail mailbox
remains empty. When did writing
notes become out of vogue?

Not everyone has to pen letters
on personalized, engraved Crane &

“Convenience has its place, but
cell phones should have no
place in the classroom...or any

other quiet, public area.”

Jennifer Hinkel
News Editor

Co. stationery, butsomething hand-
written stands out from those bor-
ing, colorless e-mails. With free post
cards in the Post Office and stamps
that cost about the same as a piece
of gum, I see no excuse.

Writing a note or a letter might
beold fashioned, but nothing makes
a better impression in this day of e-
mail, ICQ), and Instant Messenger.
Even if you don’t write notes to
buddies, your relatives, professors,
and acquaintances will appreciate
your social adeptness and style.

As far as writing letters, e-mail
may be better than nothing, except
in one case: the thank-you note.
Nothing separates the girls from the
women, the boys from the men,
and the socially lost from the social-
ly suave than the ability to send a
neat, concise, and prompt note of
thanks.

Ifyou do nothingelse this week-
end, sit down and write a quick
thank-you note to that person who
bought you lunch, gave you a ride,
thought to invite you over, or of-
fered a place to stay on the week-
end.

(For those of you still hung up
on thedatingissue, thank-you notes
win big points with boy- or girl-
friends-to-be, not to mention the
expression his or her parents will
exhibit when they realize how in-

credibly well broughtup, polite,and
thoughtful you are.)

Although we are a technological
campus thatembraces new forms of
communication and convenience,
let’s remember that newer and fast-
erisn’talways, in the long run, bet-
ter. Why should social graces and
basic consideration for those around
you fall to the wayside when con-
fronted with an onslaught of new
technology?

Although no technology hasbeen
invented to prevent people from
opening and holding doors for one
another, it would seem as if Tech
students think that doors open and
hold themselves. Every day I walk
through the Student Centersix times,
I get the door dropped on me at
least once.

On rare occasions, when my
hands are full and I stand by the
door for five minutes in the rain,
someone may hold itopen justlong
enough for me to sneak inside. This
behavior is not acceptable in a civi-
lized country.

Of course, I am strong enough
and smart enough to open a door
by myself, but on the occasion that
I am following someone through a
door, I do not appreciate getting a
faceful of glass and metal. I'm sure
that other Tech students and facul-
ty feel the same way.

Politeness has always had a place;
we just need to adapt it for use in a
fast-paced, high-tech world. Still,
no matter how futuristic life be-
comes, simple social graces and eti-
quette protocols should never be
ignored in favor of convenience. 'm
a firm believer that a young man
should relinquish a bus seat to a
woman and open her car door be-
fore his own, even if he has remote
keyless entry. Maybe that kind of
thinking is backwards, but it would
be refeshing to experience the more
simple niceties of a polite existence
around campus.

Treat one another with respect,
and see how much you get in re-
turn. Hold a door to a public build-
ing, turn off your cell phone when
you go to class, and encourage oth-
ers to do the same. Think twice
before shoving someone in the line
for Junior’s chicken tenders; he or
she is in a hurry, too.

Taking a little bit of time each
day to be considerate of each other
is one thing we can do to make
Tech a better place. However small
or insignificant your actions may
seem, the “ripple effect” mightcome
back to make your day brighter.
I’m envisioning a politeness Pay it
Forward.

Especially at this time of mid-
terms and pre-Spring-Break stress
levels, the politeness with which you
treatyour fellow student could make
or break someone’s stressful day.
Don’t send your professor over the
edge with a ringing cell phone in
the middle of his lecture or body
slam other students as you hurry on
to your next class.

Ifyou’re running that fast, you’re
probably late anyway, but then, you
could always send the professor a
handwritten note of apology.
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‘Big E’ Dale Earnbardt will be missed

It is not often that a sport sees
a competitor so loved and hated
that he defines the playing field
all on his own. Last Sunday, Dale
Earnhardt, Sr. suffered fatal head
and neck injuries when his Chev-
rolet Monte Carlo race car im-
pacted the retaining wall at
DaytonaInternational Speedway
on the final lap of the Daytona
500, NASCAR’s mostimportant
event.

For his peers on the track, col-
leagues in the garage, friends, and
family, Earnhardtleavesbehind a
gap that will never be filled. In
over twenty years on the Win-
ston Cup tour, he was nothing
less than a driver’s most fierce
rival. Even at forty-nineyearsold,
he was considered a favorite to
win the championship in 2001.

What is even more remark-

able, however, was the side of Earn-
hardt that so many people were
not aware of. He was known to
spend considerable time helping
rookie drivers become better com-
petitors, and with taking NASCAR
into the community, encourag-
ing drivers to take part in charity
and fan events.

We knew him as “The Intim-
idator,” but perhaps thatwas only
what he wanted us to think of
him. Earnhardt the man was a
remarkable human beingwho, for
all of his successes, remained rather
selfless in the end. His fans will
mourn the passing, but perhaps
thereissolace to be found in know-
ing that he died doing what he
loved and did best.

The accident occurred in the
final turn of the last lap of the
most important race of the year.

Doctors report that the injuries
were fatal upon impact; Earnharde
did not suffer in the end.

In the annals of motorsports
history, Dale Earnhardt, Sr., will
forever have his own chapter. His
contributions and memory will
alwaysbea partof the sport. He is
survived by his wife, Teresa, and
four children, including Dale Jr.,
one of the circuit’s newest stars.
The family racing legacy, begun
by father Ralph, will certainly con-
tinue on.

But for his millions of fans
worldwide, NASCAR will never
be the same. We have not only
lost a hero, but a friend. Thanks
for the memories, Big E; you will
never be forgotten.

David Edward Durovy
gt0463b@prism.gatech.edu

Provost

he said that one way to improve this
campus “is by creating a campus
where diversity is valued and wel-
comed for all of its potential bene-
fits.” The creation of campus groups
such as the Diversity Forum and
the Council on Diversity is a good
start toward reaching our goals. How-
ever, | urge the President and the
search committee to practice what
they preach and show the rest of the
campus that we truly value diversi-
ty on this campus.

Of course, there are many issues
that must be considered in choos-
ing our new Provost. A candidate
should not be chosen based on di-
versity as a lone criterion. No mat-
terwhat, T hope the search committee
carefully examines how their choice
foranew Provost will affect diversi-
ty on this campus.

from page 8

Molly Palmer
gte208e@prism.gatech.edu

Ferst

research or bring national recogni-
tion, but after the recent troubles, I
do think that the arts at Tech con-
stitute a “pressing university need.”
Perhaps the Institute could divert
some of its newly-obtained funds
toward improving the arts.

Can the Ferst Center rightfully
bemoan a lack of student interest
when the majority of the events they
host seem anything but student-
friendly? Orwhena ticket costs twice
as much as admission to compara-
ble (or better) shows at any of the
numerous entertainment venues
beckoning from beyond the bor-
ders of this campus?

The Ferst Center is under-used
by students and under-appreciated
by administration. Undil a reason-
able financial solution is found and
a more exciting performance line-
up scheduled, the Center is des-
tined to stay mired in its potential
for greatness.

from page 9
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Ruling far from being Napster's death

By Eric Dickens
The Battalion

(U-WIRE) Texas A&M—Twodays
before Valentine’s Day, the hearts
of millions of Napster users sank.
On Feb. 12, a three-member panel
of judges from the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals dealt a huge blow
to the music-swapping company by
sustaining the injunction against it
from a lower-court ruling in July.

While the panel did not imme-
diately shutdown theservice, itagreed
with District Judge Marilyn Hall
Patel’s previous decision that Nap-
ster Inc. contributed to copyright
violations. However, the appeals
court ruled that the initial injunc-
tion was “overbroad” and needed
amendment. The case will return
to the lower court, where a more
specificinjunction willbehammered
out, forcing Napster to stop trading
MP3 files that record companies
told it to block. After the ruling was
announced, the Recording Indus-
try Association of America (RIAA)
celebrated its victory. Hilary Ros-
en, RIAA’s chief executive, called
the ruling “a clear victory.”

“The courtof appeals ... ruled in
our favor on every legal issue pre-
sented,” she said. Meanwhile, Nap-
stersupportersfilled Internet message
boards with cries of injustice and
spoke with their hands by logging
on to Napster servers and down-
loading MP3s like there was no to-
morrow.

Butbefore Napster usersand the
RIAA start sounding a requiem for
the MP3-trading program, it should
be noted that the appeals-court rul-
ing provides some wiggle room for
Napster and its users to continue
downloading copyright material.
Furthermore, evenif Napster's meth-
od of operation is shut down, last
week’s ruling does not mean the
end of illegal MP3 downloading.

Contrary to headlines declaring
that the appeals-court ruling sig-
naled Napster’s death knell, using
Napster to trade copyright MP3s
may not end. The ruling ordered
Napster to policeits networks “within
the limits of the system.”

Napster previously argued that
itcannoteffectively monitorall trans-
actions between its users. More than
275 servers connect users to one
another, and the service itself sees
about 10,000 file transfers per sec-
ond. Because Napster is unable to
effectively patrol and monitor its
servers, music pirates may still be
able to operate under the scrutiniz-
ing eyes of Napster and the RIAA.

Besides monitoring user trans-
actions, Napster may be forced to
filter out certain files. The court
ruled that Napster will be held ac-
countable for copyright violation
only if it “receives reasonable knowl-
edge of specificinfringing files ... or
should know thatsuch filesare avail-
able on the Napster system.”

Basically, this means thatitis up
to the RIAA to tell Napster which
files to block. The organization has
sent Napster a list of more than
12,000 songs to ban from its servers
and is expected to send more. How-
ever, Napster users may be able to
rename copyrighted songs to make
them appear as if they are uncopy-
righted versions, especially the live
recordings.

Nonetheless, if Napster does drop
the ball as the leader in MP3 piracy,
anumber of other programs will be
anxious to pick it up.

Programs like Gnutella and
Freenet are prime candidates to fill
that vacuum. The best part is, un-
der the law, including last week’s
ruling, these programs cannot be
stopped. Napster’s Achilles” heal is
that, although users connect to one
another’s computer, the connection
and transfer is managed by central

networks. Those networks can be
monitored, filtered and shut down
for trading illegal files.

Gnutellaand Freenet, on the other
hand, usewhathasbeen called “pure”
peer-to-peer connectivity without
acentral server. These programshave
no way within the limits of the sys-
tem to police the transfer of files.

Even if Gnutellaand Freenetare
shutdown Napster-style, illegal peer-
to-peer trading will continue on a
user-to-user basis. Before Napster
came around, MP3 swapping was
carried outby an underground com-
munity of music pirates offering
access to their own collections of
copyright songs in exchange for ac-
cess to another’s.

Using Internet relay chat and
file transfer protocol programs, mil-
lions of copyright MP3s were avail-
able for download. These programs
are the cockroaches of the MP3
world. They were there long before
the dawn of Napster, and, should
the RIAA start a nuclear war against
copyright infringement, these com-
panies will be there when the dust
settles.

The only way the RIAA can ef-
fectively target music piracy online
is to fight fire with fire, or in this
case, technology with technology.
The recording industry is working
on developing anti-piracy file secu-
rity. If the corporate world succeeds
in finding a way to encrypt and
protect MP3s from being illegally
transferred, thiswould presentanew
challenge to the hacker communi-
ty—and there is nothing hackers
love more than a new challenge.

Aslongas there isinterest in free
musicdownloadsandalack of morals
on the Internet, the trading of copy-
right MP3sis not going away. With
its “victory” against Napster last week,
the RIAA may have pulled out a
huge weed, but it did not get the

roots.

Intramurals need fair refs

Whatisitaboutintramural sports?
I don’t know about you, but I do
get involved in intramural sports.
The one sport I do participate in is
basketball. Like many students at
Tech, I was a multi-sport athlete in
high school. Oncein college, I chose
to participate in intramural sports
because I was looking for that same
competitiveness I found when play-
ing ball in high school.

I've been playing intramural
sports for two years now, my first
and third yearsand Tech. Thisyear,
however, I have found that the skill
of the referees is just lacking. The
amount of missed calls or biased
calls for one team over the other is
just ridiculous.

Basketball is a competitive sport
where each team plays with the in-
tensity and aggressiveness to win as
in all sports. Nevertheless, referees
are added to the game to keep each

team under control, but when the
referee doesn’t do his/her job, then
what’s the point of the ref being
there?

I, along with other basketball
players, have found ourselves re-
spectfully questioning the calls of
thereferee. Yet, when questioninga
call, the reflooks at you like you’re
committing a crime, when the only
thing youwantissome understand-
ing of why the call was made on one
end of the floor and not the other.

One incident occurred when I
asked a referee about a call and the
response was “... L apologize, it was
a bad call, I'll make up for it.” In
that case, what was the purpose of
making the call? Justice needs to be
served on the court—and fair jus-
tice at that!

Carmen Jackson

gte748i@prism.gatech.edu

Look outside expectations

Accordingto thedictionary, hap-
piness is defined as “a state of well-
being and contentment.” Are we
humansliving in search ofanything
else above this state of bliss? Parents
rejoiceat their children’s commence-
ment in expression of the pride in
being the fathers and mothers of
those walking down the aisle to re-
ceive their ticket to the real world.
You feel elated after working in the
soup kitchen where you realize that
you can and do make very visible
differences in people’s lives. The
true happiness built up from years
of dedication to strive for your goals
is far greater than the trifle pleasure
of the now.

A friend once said, “Find a job
you love, and you’ll never work a
day in your life.” The budding art-
ist, writer, or philosopherinside many
of us constantly is subjected to the

pressures from our parents and ex-
pectations from our peers. We let
our talents waste away because of
what others value. We've grown up
listening to the messages our par-
ents and society send us. What fol-
lows from that? If we just follow
what others tell us, we lose track of
who we are!

So start from today, put down
your backpack weighted down by
the expectations from your parents,
professors, and peers. Take a good
look at the mirror and ask yourself
what makes you the truly unique
person you are and make a determi-
nation, a resolve, to be yourself be-
cause it’s so easy to waste our lives
doing what others tell us to do. Pur-
sue what makes you uniquely you.

Kent Qian
gte660n@prism.gatech.edu

Gotta love U-Wire.




