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THE ECONOMIC PRINIC~PLES OF ENGINEERING DESIGN 
GEORGIA ~NSTITUTE OF TECHONOLGY 

(SUBCONTRACT E .. 24-T01) 

Dr. Gerald J. Thuesen 

I worked closely with Dr. William Sullivan, the Project PI, over a 6 month 
period in the organization and management of this project. Activities included the 
consideration of the location and timing of the two workshops developed for 
this project. We decided to offer workshops prior to two national meetings 
that would attract engineering educators from a variety of disciplines. The 
~irst workshop was held June 20-22, 1996 in Washington DC, preceeding the 
American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) annual meeting. The 
second workshop was held in S;alt Lake City, Utah, November 3-5, 1996 prior to 
the Frontiers in Education (FIE) Conference. Both meetings attract large 
numbers of engineering educators interested in improving the teaching/learning 
process. The attendance of over 20 participants at each site was due in part 
to the seiE:!ction of these sites. 

My second responsibility was to prepare and present a first day lecture 
at these workshops. This presentation included a discussion of the NSF 
sponsored project "The Integration of Economic Principles with Design 'in 
the Engineering Science Cornponent of the of the Undergraduate Curriculum". 
It jNas this project that genera1ted the many ideas and materials that are the 
basis for these workshops. As Principle Investigator for this 5 year project 
(Due -9155917), I was able to provide workshop participants insight regarding 
undertaking this type of teaching/learning research. I worked with Dr. James 
Luxhoj in the preparation of one set of handout notes that included lecture 
supplements, problems, and software documentation that accompany the 
teaching of the new engineering science courses .. 

The third activity involved working with the workshop participants in teaching 
them how to utilize various supplemental software. We gave demonstrations 
and we allowed the participants to run the programs on computers at the 
workshop. Thus, we were involved in all three days of each of the workshops. 


