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Two Bits: a final crusade
Tech’s most humorous student, the
Two Bits Man, tells the tale of his chess-
playing adventures with a sidekick and
an evil adversary. Page 25

One, two, three...

The title The Last Waltz sounds like
something that includes powdered wigs
and thick accents. If you want to find
out what it really is, read on. Page 27

‘Murder by Numbers’ a slow, painful death

Sandra Bullock stars as Cassie Mayweather, a homicide detective and crime scene specialist assigned to the
murder of a young woman in the California coastal town of San Benito. Ben Chaplin plays her new partner.

By Bryan Basamanowicz
Assistant Entertainment Editor

Title: Murder By Numbers
Starring: Sandra Bullock, Ryan
Gosling, Michael Pitt

Director: Barbet Schroeder
Rating: % 1/2

Every now and then an action
packed thriller will stun audiences
with afast paced, ever-twisting plot,
a showcase of convincing acting,
and a climatic conclusion that will
keep audiences in deep contempla-
tion for hours to come. And then
there are movies like Murder by
Numbers. The title sounds kind of
intriguing
doesn’tit? | was
guessingthatthe
filmmightofof-
feredacinemat-
icprofilingofan
estranged serial
Killer who lefta
homicidal John
Nash-quality
numerical puz-
zle for the cops
totraceandun-
ravelwiththeas-

Some of the
characters offer an
edgy intrigue...others
are low dimensional
puppet like figments
of writer Tony
Gayton’s imagination.

degree murder. By day, Richardand
Justin are far from friends and bare-
ly even communicate unless to ver-
ballyassaultoneanother. Butbeyond
the gaze of public scrutiny, the two
arrange frequent, pseudo-ceremo-
nial rendezvous at an abandoned
cabintoexchange perspectives, ideas,
and plans.

Both Justin and Richard are
strangers to their wealthy, but bro-
ken families. In an effort to quell a
lingering adolescent restlessness by
exploringaprimal curiosity, the two
odd companions planand carry out
arandom homicide of an unknown
victim. Combining Richard’s con-
fidence with Justin’s intelligence,
the two careful-
ly arrange to set
uptheschooljan-
itor to take the
fall for the deed.
On the investi-
gation scene we
meet  Cassie
Mayweather
(Bullock), a sav-
vy and sassy ho-
micide
investigatorwho,
of course, is tor-

sistance of an

ingenious mathematician. But in
fact, the story iseven more far fetched
and no elements of genius, cine-
matic, mathematical, or otherwise
are present in the film’s composi-
tion.

When Justin Pendleton (Michael
Pitt), the shy, book buried, class
geek finds a common bond with
the privileged and popular high
school showboat, Richard Haywood
(Ryan Gosling), the result is first

mented byamys-
terious past trauma. Along with her
newbie partner Sam Kennedy (Ben
Chapman), they begin piecing to-
gether the decoy evidence, placed
so skillfully by our two high school
killers. While Kennedy is convinced
early that it was indeed Ray, the
Janitor, behind the homicide, May-
weather, after an encounter with
Richard, becomes convinced that
the smooth talking and effortlessly
charming high school stud is a lot

Photo courtesy CASTLE ROCK ENTERTAINMENT

Casey Mayweather (Sandra Bullock) and Sam Kennedy (Ben Chapmen) ponder over the chaos of a bizarre
crime scene in ‘Murder by Numbers,’ partially inspired by the murders of Dartmouth College profs in 2000.

lessinnocent than firstglance would
suggest.

The DA’sofficeand higher rank-
ing police officials are eager to wrap
up the case concluding that the jan-
itor is the sole guilty party. No one
is compelled by Mayweather’s in-
tuition, not even her partner. Fur-
thermore, Richard happens to be
the son of a powerful public official
and the last thing the DA’s office
wants to do is follow Mayweather’s
estranged leads into an investiga-
tion not worthy of the political fall-

out. So it seems as if the two adoles-
cent killers have gotten away with
little worry. But armed with avom-
it sampling identified as Justin
Pendleton’s, Mayweather will stop
at nothing to expose the connec-
tion between Justin and Richard,
and their mutual connection to the
bizarre homicide.

It’s alImost like the movie came
out prematurely, not because it
doesn’t center around a relevant
contemporary topic, butbecause it’s
completely unbalanced and could

use another round of serious edit-
ing, and maybe even a rewrite be-
fore I would ever recommend paying
money to see something it. We've
got a borderline homoerotic rela-
tionship between two polar adoles-
cent opposites that springs up out
of nowhere (from the audiences per-
spective) and ends up being power-
ful enough to compel a murder.
And hot on their pursuit, we have a
dark and disturbed version of San-

See Numbers, page 30

Music Listening Room Weekend Excursion to kick off weekend

Earth Day celebration at Tech
Includes diverse slate of music

By Jennifer LaHatte moves that were featured on the ESPN
Managing Editor College Basketball Awards show this past
March at the Alexander Memorial Coli-
seum as part of the Final Four festivities.
At 11:30 a.m., Atlanta poet

Steven Wing takesthestage

with his heartfelt po-

ems that celebrate
theimportance of
preserving the

Attention all tree-hugging hippies: this
dayisforyou! Don’t bealarmed if
you’re not one though, this
day isstill foryou too. If
you like listening to
live music, or if
you find poet-

gy
ry readings par- e B environment.
ticularly . Ry Sujoy Ban-
moving, then ] g & erjee, fresh-
Georgia ] B J man  CS
Tech’s fifth = : major, will
annual Earth -ﬂm also add his
Day Festivalis i == acoustic tal-

theplacetobe. & f\&( : . entsand isex-

Starting at ety ) & citedtobeon
10 a.m. today, i b % the list of per-
live entertain- L% formersfor this
ment will run for %, L™ Earth Day cele-

the entire festival,

bration.

Photo courtesy WICKED GROUP
If you're looking to start your weekend off with some music, check this out. The band Weekend
Excursion, pictured here, will be hitting Tech today to entertain for free. This no-cost concert will
be in the Music Listening Room on the second floor of the Student Center at noon today.

“I think it

will be a lot of fun and

it'sagood thing to be sup-

porting,” said Banerjee, who started play-
ing the guitar in sixth grade.

He adds that the songs he writes “are

pretty much abouteverything people ex-

which takes place at the
Student Center Plaza. -
The first act to take the
stage is Weberdog, a band featuring all
Techstudents, who look to lifeat Tech as
inspiration for some of their lyrics.
Tech’s Gold Rush Basketball Dance
Team rounds out the next hour of live
performances with their ultra-hip jazz

See Earth, page 27
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Theysay change isoften healthy,
and the two bits man, while | never
intend to change my name to the
three bits man or one bit man, or
two and a half bit man, couldn’t
agree more. So with the semester
calmly winding down, and the last
Spring 2002 issue of the Technique
in your hands, | advise you to relax
and instead of entertaining you with
my typical arsenal of sarcastic anec-
dotes, criticisms and rants, let the
two bits man warm your heart this

With the sun’s heat
beating down on us
from above, we
indulged ourselves in
seemingly endless
sessions of hot chess
day in and day out

week with a story of bravery, ro-
mance, and board games.
Economics class: she was sitting
in the desk two seats ahead of mine
and one seat to the left. By the time
I arrived, all the desks immediately
surrounding hers had already filled
up with guys eager for her to drop a
pencil or to ask for anote she missed
from the lecture. But this situation
was the usual one, and today was
my day, the two bits man wasn’t
goingto letalittle geographic prob-
lem stop him from making an im-
pression. Two desks ahead and one
to the left, it came to me; “excuse

10

me,” | called to her, she turned to
face me and intermittently blessed
my eyes by exposing another stun-
ning angle of the flawless collection
of features that detailed her face. I
looked at her with white-hot inten-
sity, and found my voice begging to
say it, “If these desks were squares
onachesshoard, and | wasaknight,
I’d surely take you.”

Maybe you can imagine the re-
action | got after letting that one
slipout. Naturally, her eyes beamed
and her mouth curved upward, “You
like to play chess?” she responded
shyly with a slight blush. And with
that moment began the blossoming
of a new romantic course that the
two bits man would sail with ease.

We filled our days with nonstop
chess playing. Every time we had a
free moment, we inevitably would
be found vigorously going at it in
the library, in the student center,
the campanile, we even snuck into
Junior’s Grill once duringafter hours
just for the sake of a new environ-
ment. Sometimes she would domi-
nate me, and others, | her, but both
of us inevitably always had fun.

Whenspring break camearound,
we decided to head to the beach
where we sat out on the shore, the
sun’s heart of heat beating down on
us from above, while we indulged
ourselves in seemingly endless ses-
sions of hot chess day in and day
out.

During the course of that spring
break, | began to really feel that I
had finally found my soul “check”
mate.

Cute, huh?

But unfortunately as often hap-
pens, trouble came to paradise. The

( X} .Two Bits

student center, on a Friday after-
noon, usually a fairly friendly place
for socializing, bowling, air hockey
and the like, became the house of a
nightmare. My faithful readers, 1
appreciate your continuing atten-
tion, but let me forewarn you that
this next portion of the story may
shock you. Right next to the ATMs
I saw her there, my one and only,
side by side with and being tutored
by Tech’s very own chess master
Julien Ritz.

“It seems only right
that while you stick
yourself away writing
that silly column that
your woman would
find a real player to
share her skills with”

She must have noticed me just
as I noticed her because I caught the
surprised look of guilt flash across
herface. “It’'snotwhat it looks like,”
she pleaded with me. But the two
bits man isn’t naive and he knows a
slap in the face when he feels one.

“What'’s the surprise two bits
man?” taunted Ritz, “It seems only
right that while you stick yourself
away writing your silly column that
your woman would find a real play-
er to share her skills with.” A popu-
lation of Ritz’s chess buddies began
laughing in response to their lead-
er’s taunts.

Angry and wounded, my mouth
put me in serious trouble, "I will
own your king in minutes!” | pro-
claimed brashly.

“Beat me in chess?” his words
collapsed away lightly into a gentle
chuckle. His chess cronies imitated
his laughter promptly. “Interesting,
well if you're anything more than a
babbling technique geek!” Ritz said
harshly, the cronies responded with
their overdrawn “ooooh”sand “took
that”s etc. Ritz continued, “then
you’ll meet me here tomorrow at
12 noon.”

With nothing to lose, | agreed
and stormed out of the building,
my heart scattered about in a cou-
ple million pieces.

After a lonely chess free night, |
headed out towards the student cen-
ter to meet my fate. After all, what
doesfurther humiliation matterwhen
you've already suffered to the most
supreme degree?

Arriving on the first floor, | saw
that the table had already been set
up and Ritz had already taken his
seat. Ritz's cronies, along with a
multitude of other chess fans were
awaiting my arrival and the result-
ant match.

The game began with Ritz giv-
ing me the first move.

“Well here we go,” | thought. |
began to think about my opening
strategy when-

“Stop the game!” It was her, hav-
ing entered from the rear student
center entrance. “Two Bits Man,
Please don’t do it!” she called from
the balcony on the second floor,
“it’s not worth it!”

“You don’t need to be here,” |
shouted, “I have to do this.”

“Noyoudon’t,” she called back.

“Please” | pleaded sorrowfully,
not wanting to look directly at her
face, “just leave me alone.”

“If I were a queen and you were
my Kking,” the desperation of her
voice rose above and cut through all
the surrounding noises filling the
student center, even the disco blar-
ing from Dance Dance Revolution.
“If I was a queen, and you were my
king,” she repeated as she ran, al-
most stumbling down the student

The desperation of
her voice cut through
the surrounding noise
filling the student
center, even the Disco
blaring from Dance
Dance Revolution.

center stairs. “l would protect you.”

At the base of the stairs, | had no
choice but to meet her eyes, she
continued, “But I'll always be your
queen and you’ll always be my two
bits man, and you’ve got my heart
in check mate.”

The piecesremained onthe board
unmoved, except for one, my op-
ponent had knocked over his king;
only at Tech.

Until we meet again, this is the
Two Bits Man, that was my story,
and I'm sticking to it. Good luck
with finals and have a great sum-
mer. See you soon.

TECHNIQUE
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Scorsese still “Waltz'ing with
re-release of concert movie

By Ananya Paul
Contributing Writer

Originally made in 1978, The
Last Waltz ismaking itsway through
the hearts of audiences who love
sixties and seventies music. With
one of America’s best filmmakers,
Martin Scorsese, directingand some
of the best musicians of all time
assembled on a single stage, this
movie truly is a wonderful docu-
ment of history. It’s a blend of dif-
ferent musicians performing with
“The Band,” and in the midst of
breath taking music are little inter-
views by Martin Scorsese.

The Last
Waltzisalleged-
ly the last per-
formance ofthis
group and the
movie is quite
theentertaining
and sophisticat-
ed concertfilm.

After each
song, and there
are a number of
songs, Scorsese
proves himself

the guitar.

All the flaws during
the performance
make the movie so
original, like Eric
Clapton missing a few
notes while playing

encing a live show of legendary
musicians with a hint of the so-
called “cream of Hollywood.”

All the flaws during the perfor-
mance make the movie so original,
for example Clapton missing a few
notes while playing the guitar and
Robbie Robertson jumping right
intofillin.

The sharing of the microphones
whenall the performersare onstage,
at one point it was almost three
musicians per microphone scream-
ing, and it was hard to distinguish
their voices yet so harmonic. It be-
yond doubt touched the hearts of
their very appreciative audience.
Most impor-
tantly, this mov-
ie and “The
Band” covered
various genres of
musicso thatau-
dienceswithvar-
ious tastes can
appreciate it.
Therewasapres-
ence of Ragtime,
Blues, Country,
Blue Grass, Rock
and that too per-

to be an excel-

lent interviewer while asking mem-
bers of “The Band” and the guest
stars of that particular song.

Some of the guest musicianswith
whom “The Band” performs con-
sist of infamous names of rock such
as: Bob Dylan, Eric Clapton, Neil
Young, Joni Mitchell, Van Morri-
son, Neil Diamond, Emmylou Har-
ris, Muddy Waters, “The Staples,”
Ringo Starr, Ron Wood, Dr. John,
Paul Butterfield and Ronnie Hawk-
ins.

Scorsese’s true skills come out
whileinterviewing the dashing Rob-
bie Robertson whose good looks
and adept guitar playing make him
the focal point of the movie.

Thismovie isalmost like experi-

formed by the
best musicians of all time.

The whole movie is mesmeriz-
ing and so entertaining. It seems
like the audience in the movie the-
ater were just as involved in cheer-
ing the musicians after every song
as the audience in 1979 were. The
caliber of talent in all these musi-
cians, and especially in Scorsese, is
incredible.

The next time youwant towatch
something original while experienc-
ing some excellent music, definite-
ly catch The Last Waltz.

The Last Waltz, rated PG, was re-
released in select theaters on April 5,
and will be released on a special edi-
tion DVD on May 7.

Earth

perience in everyday life.”

Rounding out the end of the
entertainment is Parakeet Nelson
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who
will be playing a mix of their own
musicand cover songs. Hailing from
Athens, Georgia, this band com-
binesjazz, hip-hop, reggae, rock R&B
and bluegrass producing a unique
sound that appeals to a wide audi-
ence.

Also featured as part of the Earth
Day celebrationare prize giveaways,
demonstrations of alternative-fuel
vehicles, the Zoo Atlanta Zoo-Mo-
bile, and an interactive trivia maze
with questions regarding environ-
mental statistics and issues (this is
how you get your hands on the free
t-shirt with Buzz holding the globe
in his hands).
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from page 23

On participating in the Georgia Tech Earth Day
celebration: “I think it will be a lot of fun and it's
a good thing to be supporting.”

On his songs: “[They] are pretty much about
everything people experience in everyday life.”

Sujoy Banerjee

CS freshman, musician performing at Tech’s Earth Day celebration

The Georgia Tech Earth Day
celebration has grown over the past
five years into Atlanta’s largest cele-
bration of the worldwide environ-
mental awareness occasion, and
“attracts notonly Georgia Techstu-
dents, faculty, and staff but Atlanta
residents, businesses, philanthrop-
ic organizations, and local school

children,”said Cindy Jackson, Earth
Day coordinator here at Tech.

So remember, while the day may
be about the Earth, that doesn’t
mean you can’t have a little fun.

For more information on the Earth
Day celebration, includinga full sched-
ule, visitwww.gatech.edu/earthday.
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By Robert Hill/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Students at last year's Georgia Tech Earth Day celebration sign their names to a banner promoting
environmental awareness. The fifth annual celebration occurs today from around the Student Center plaza.
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COTTON CLUB (152 Luckie St.) (404)
688-1193

hﬂp:[ /www.atlantaconcerts.com/

cottonclub.asp
4/19 Stevie T

4/20 Blackberry Smoke

4/21 local H

4/22 Candiria

4/23 Apex Theory

4/25 Talib Kweli / Blackalicious

4/26 Mary Prankster

4/27 Static X

4/28 Dave Weckl

4/30 Super Furry Animals

5/1 Custom

5/10 Supafuzz

5/16 Howie Day

ECHO LOUNGES (551 Flat Shoals Rd.)
(404) 681-3600
http://www.echostatic.com/echolounge
4/19 Princess Superstar

4/20 The Fleshtones

4/22 Lucky Boys Confusion

4/23 Carla Bozulich and The Nels Cline
Singers / Pandora’s Box

4/25 HOTS

4/26 King Lear Jet and Tiffany Anastasia
Lowe

4/27 Jon Spencer Blues Explosion
4/29 DJ Vadim's Russian Percussion
Group

FOX THEATRE (660 Peachtree St. NE)
(404) 881-2100
http://www.foxtheatre.org

4/18-4/19 Barry Manilow

4/20-4/21 String Cheese Incident
5/2-5/5 La Rondine

GEORGIA THEATRE (Athens)
hitp://www.georgiatheatre.com

4/19 The Dawgtown Ramblers and
Miller

4/20 Skydog Gypsy

4/22 Claire

4/23 1. Cale

4/24 Jump Little Children

4/25 Robert Randolph and The Family
Band

4/26 O.AR. (of arevolution..)

4/27 Moonshine Still

4/29-4/30 The Earth Will Swallow You
MASQUERADE (695 North Ave.) (404)
5772007

http://www.masq.com

4/19 Prong / Hognutt / 13 Down
4/24 Face to Face / Midtown / The
Movie Life / Thrice

5/3 Cannibal Corpose

5/6 Apoptygma Bezerk

The Live List; The
Final Frontier

PHILIPS ARENA (1 Philips Dr.) (404)
878-3000
http://www.philipsarena.com
5/2-5/5 Dragon Tales Live

5/13 Paul McCartney

ROXY (3110 Roswell Rd.)
http://www.atlantaconcerts.com/
roxy.asp

4/19 The Jennifer Nettles Band
4/29 Down

5/17 Dickey Betts and Great Southern
6/1 The Outfield

SMITH’S OLDE BAR (1580 Piedmont
Ave.) (404) 875-1522
hitp://www.smithsoldebar.com
4/19 Jupiter Coyote / Trey Boyer
4/20 Jerry Joseph and The
Jackmormons / Dave Barbe and The
Coaxial Flutter

4/21 Chris Duarte

4/22 Snowglobe / King Thursday /
Full Nelson

4/23 Cory Morrow / Lonesome Bob
4/24 Caitlin Cary / Mike Daly
4/25 Anthony Papamichael

4/26 Big Sky / Acres / Late Show w/
Mofro

4/27 The Goodies / The Motet
4/28 Kevin Johnson / Shana Alverson
/ Cameron Meshell

4/29 United / O'Clock Heros /
Lynette Vantresse

TABERNACLE (152 Luckie St.) (404)
6599022
hitp://www.tabernaclemusic.com
4/19-4/20 Willie Nelson

4/24 Rob Zombie

5/6 Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds
5/13 Belle & Sebastian

5/21 The Delta Heavy Tour Feat.
Sasha and John Digiweed

UNDER THE COUCH (Couch Bldg.)
(404) 206-0985
hitp://utc.gatech.edu

4/19-4/20 Lets Try This! Improv
Comedy

4/261PS / LollyGag and more
4/27 The Orphins / Popad / Parsec
VARIETY PLAYHOUSE (1099 Euclid
Ave.) (404) 521-1786
http://www.variety-playhouse.com
4/19 John Scofield / Josh Rouse
4/20 Jeff Mosier and Friends

4/22 ) Cale

4/26 Vida Blue

4/27 Eddie From Ohio

4/28 Big Head Todd and the
Monsters

4/29 Nickel Creek / Ani DiFranco

Sideways Crossword North Avenue Trade School

By Joey Katzen
Contributing Writer

[Editor’s Note: Last week, due to a
technical error, the provided clues did
not correspond with the blank grid
andanswer grid. The Technique apol-
ogizes and regrets the error.

If you are interested in completing
the original April 12 crossword puz-
zle, it is available online at
www.nique.net/crossword.]

Across

1. First German chancellor, to friends
5. Iridescent stone

9. Arboretum finds

14. Llima locale

15. Not crazy

16. Bits

17.1-:95 gateway

18. Chocolate lover

20. Noisy machines

22. lon prefix

23. Meatheads
24.Biblical prince of Asher, for short
25. Ginger, briefly
27.Weak

28. French coin

30. Church aisle

32. Three of

34. Neck adornment

36. Roman road

37. Ochre cyclones

40. Exist

41. Haley miniseries

42. Frankenstein’s monster’s loss
43. Comprehensive quiz
45. European fee

46. Smut

47. Babylonian water god
48. Norma ____

50. Brockovich of fame
51.Jose’s

53. Lemon blazers
57.Rip Van Winkle's state
59. The Orient

60. Sewer tributary

61. Doily material

62. Used a doorbell

63. Takes care of

64. Picnic army

65. Moulin Rouge foil of film
Down

1. Phantom’s Paris home

2. Sam Austin or George Bush

3. Lean

4. Afternoon freeway direction, of-
ten

5.Harden

6. Minutemen in game

7.Fresh

8. Sexual glance

9. Abercrombie’s mate

10. Popular red-light passerby ac-
tivity

11. Native Nebraskans

12. Freshman pejorative

13. Cigarette byproduct

19. Herbal brewing vessel
21.Took port

25. Graduated from Dartmouth
26. Pink Pony employee

27. Accumulations

28.F____ Fitzgerald

32. Spotted quartzlike rock
3. Divided nation

34. Greek Colonnade

35. Garment material

38. Bronté compositions

39. Lush

44. Cowardly

46. Mourning band

49. Ladd and Arkin

50. Leave the cockpitt in a hurry

51. Odor

52. Exploitation

53. Give birth

54. Earthenware jug

55. Slowly detatch from habit

56. Birthright seller

57.Banned insecticide

58. Before, poetically

Theanswer grid tothispuzzle, ‘North

29. Paddles Avenue Trade School,” may be found
31.Dodge on page 30.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 |12 |18
14 15 16

17 18 19

This is the last Sideways Crossword of the
academic year. If you want to try last
week’s, point your web browser to
nique.net/crossword.

www.nique.net/sliver
eg,why did u screw up my life?
hope bad karmagets u back even-
tually
what
hold me closer, tony danza
First you want to kiss me, then
you want to kill me. Blow.
Alrightyou primitive screwheads,
listen up!
It's a trick, get an axe.
You knowwhatwould really help
thisdining experience? Real food.
McAfee Virus Checker thinksthat
Windows is a virus...
Maybe it's opposite day and all

those red marks mean I gotan Al
Buddha: What is the sound of

damnation? Simply,
"AAAAAAAAAAAHHHHH,
that tickles!"

Et tu Calculus?

My firstborn will be named Stan-
ley!

God does not play dice! But he
plays a mean hand of poker.
You want proof God has a sense
of humor? Duckbill platypus.
I'm the only Gay Eskimo in my
tribe.

Professor: You
confused...moving on.
The airspeed velocity of a spar-
row is most definitely dependent
onit's African or European heri-

look

tage.

The most common answer to
mankind's problems has always
been, "1 kill it."

If | had a superpower, I'd want
super grades. 1'd be impervious
to the GRE's. That'd be so cool.
If you want that girl, what you
need is M-O-N-E-Y

"You know, the Grad student TA
who taught in Calc | never used
limits, he couldn't even remem-
ber how to do them...I learned
them why?"

My advice to you on this day.
Start drinking heavily...

Who does Santa have working
for him in his aerodynamics de-
partment?

Do I love fishes because they're
so delicious, or because they're
all I have on hand?

I don't jog. It makes my lunch
jump out of its glass.

Why are blond girls so pretty?
The Sliver Box boy is now sub-
mitting a sliver box for the first
time in over amonth. He should
be researching stuff right now,
but he'd rather fill Sliver space.
hello

Come play bridge at midnight
on Saturdays in the Student Cen-
ter!

PEANUT BUTTER JELLY
WITH ABASEBALL BAT!!
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Numbers from page 23

dra Bullock propelled by a desire to
vindicate her own past and assisted,
criticized by and romantically en-
tangled with her rookie partner. It’s
a tough story to make work and
director, Barbet Schroeder (Single
White Female, Kiss of Death), isn’t
up for the job.
The editing
problems con-
tribute most se-
verely to the
films suffering
counter-dy-
namic asymme-
try. For
example, May-
weather’s dark
past is made

sequences.

The highlight of the
film is surely the high
energy, fast paced
forensic analysis

aninvestigator, we have tositthrough
enough traumatic flashback scenes
to permanently endow uswith trau-
matic flashbacks ourselves. Further-
more, when the cat is out of the bag
and Mayweather spills her guts, not
to ruin the surprise but there is no
real surprise; the exposure of her
circumstances doesn’t really con-
tribute much ifanything to the film
and the screen
time definitely
could have been
better spent. In
an interview re-
gardingthefilm,
Sandra Bullock
claimed that “A
psychological
thriller is so
much what you
don’t say and

known to the

audience through her sudden en-
counterswithvoicesand visionsfrom
ago. Admittedly, it'salittle intrigu-
ing thefirsttime we see her gothrough
one of her “episodes” but before we
actually find out what happened
and how it’s relevant to her work as

what you don’t
show, and how you set the camera
and what you allow the actor to
show.” Such insight may have been
useful to the film’s editor.
Tofurtherthefilm’sediting woes,
the climatic scene is a virtually di-
sastrous misallocation of space. There
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are a few obvious setups exposed in
the climax that conclude the film’s
various twists and turns but the end
result simply doesn’t flow right and
ends up raising more questionsthan
itresolves. And I'm not talking about
provocative, disturbing philosoph-
ical questions, but more simple dis-
turbing ones, like “Why is thismovie
sobad?”and “Why doesn’t thismovie
make sense?”. If this assessment
soundsoverly cynical, then I strongly
advise you to go see this movie and
seeifyouaren’tplagued by the same
dilemmas.

Some of the characters that pop-
ulate this film offer an edgy intrigue
at best while others are simply low
dimensional puppet like figments
of writer Tony Gayton’s imagina-
tion. On the scarce bright side of
the picture, Gosling and Pitt work
well together on screen with their
roles. Despite the unexplained fac-
tors that guide their relationship
with one another, the scenes in-
volving Gosling and Pitt’s charac-
ters are the most psychologically
provoking ones. With a little more
attention devoted to the relation-

“A psychological thriller is so much what you
don’t say and what you don’t show, and how
you set the camera and what you allow the actor

to show.”
Sandra Bullock

Star and producer, ‘Murder by Numbers’

ship between the two high school
Killers, possibly at the expense of
Bullock’s overdrawn flashback vi-
gnettes, the film might have been
adjusted in favor of a better balance
between plot and character devel-
opment.

The highlight of the film is sure-
ly the high energy, fast paced foren-
sicanalysissequences. Inthese scenes
the film cuts back and forth be-
tween the investigators (Bullock and
Chapman) meticulously piecing to-
gether the details of the crime scene,
and then rewinds back to the elabo-
rate planning undertaken by the two
teenage homicide culprits (Pitt and
Gosling) as they plan for, predict,
and pre-empt the possibility that

Sy

Photo courtesy CASTLE ROCK ENTERTAINMENT

any of the detective’s forensic tools
might be used outside their favor.
There is a particularly smart and
effective shot of acrime scene inves-
tigation textbook burning in the
fireplaceat Justinand Richard’s cab-
in.

All in all the concept, thought
difficult, isn’tabad one, and maybe
director Barbet Shroeder, is anx-
ious to move on to his next project,
or maybe the pre-screening | viewed
lacked some finishing touches that
will make a world of difference be-
fore premiere night, but Murder by
Numbers is simply not a complete
movie.

Michael Pitt and Ryan Gosling (center and right) are implicated and try to dodge detective Cassie Mayweather
(Sandra Bullock) in the new psychological thriller ‘Murder by Numbers’ which hits theaters nationwide today.

Homework homework home-
work. The Osbournes are on.
TVTVTV.

Why does POD suck and why
do all of Incubus's songs sound
the same?!

According to last week's anti-
Israel editorial, the 9/11 hijack-
erswould also be "fighters, trying
to fight back [...] the only way
they know."...perfectly
justified...yeah right.
HAPPY54THBIRTHDAY IS-
RAEL!

I will not gloat.

I did wrong, so I will not gloat.
The tool is dejected. Oh, I will
not gloat.

Oh, apologies are serious. I will
not gloat.

Even though | dominate, I will
not gloat.

Oh no, General HMR, born
May 2, 1837, | will not gloat.
Attention bikeriders: Itiscalled
asideWALK not a sideBIKE!
How does Tech expect to at-
tract new students when cur-
rentstudentscan'tevengetinto
the classes they need?!?!
IFyouareincharge of assigning
the hellish punishment that you

call "Java Programs" then you
are a bastard.

Last Sliver of the year from the
Sliver Boy: big shout-out to Aus-
tin C., Casey K., DeCamp,
Derek, Donna, Emily, Jennifer
C.,JohnS., Jonathon S., Laura,
Leah C.,NancyB.,PaulS.-thanks
for being around. Hope to see
you around (getting all sappy
here).

word up

ROXORI!

Umm, I'm 404ing

Dr. Mike Evans says you can
use Maple for just about any-
thing. I'm using my Maple CD
as a coaster.

dot com

dotorg

Who the hell cares about doing
OR factorization? I sure as hell
don't! This school really bites.
Why the hell couldn't I have
gone to Georgia? Screw Tech!
3.30am. Here'sme going crazy:
aaaaaughhhhh! Ok, now back
to work.

Hey, Daniel may get flamed
online and on the radio, but he
still has not been termed a pa-
thetic pussy-whipped unman,
whose duty as a man is to hate
women'’s soccer.
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Affleck performance in Lanes
overshadowed by S.L. Jackson

By Heather L. Nicholson
The Daily Cougar

(U-WIRE) U. Houston - Can
anyone else smell the sour stench of
movie cheese? Justwhenyou thought
nothing could be cheesier than Bruce
Willis walking in slow motion to
the space shuttle in Armageddon,
Ben Affleck decidesto pull the same
move in a water-drenched office.

Changing Lanes is a new film
with high expectations bearing hard
upon its shoulders. With a team
including Affleck, Samuel L. Jack-
son and Sydney Pollack, nothing
less than the best should be expect-
ed.

Affleck does for Changing Lanes
what Willis did for Armageddon.
He’sawell-known actor who’s sure
to bring in an audience, but his
performance lackstremendously. He
plays a moralistic, high-priced law-
yer who unknowingly has turned to
the dark side.

An unrealistic chain of events
teaches him how to do the right
thing—the hard way. Maybe the
recent drug-rehab ordeal has im-
paired his judgment when choos-
ingmovieroles. Whatever the reason,
Affleck should stick to his earlier,
independent film projects. The ac-

tor has talent, but the monster of
corporate Hollywood does nothing
for him. Reindeer Games and Phan-
toms have been two of his poorer
choices.

Jackson, however, deliversanim-
pressive performance as usual. Au-
diences can expect his high energy
and intense realization. Jackson’s
character is a guy having the worst
day imaginable and desperately try-
ing not to go over the edge. Like
Michael Douglas in Falling Down,
Jackson finally snaps and lives out
the stress-relieving anger we’ve all
dreamed of releasing.

The film also includes a moral
lesson. Don’t worry about missing
it because each scene is saturated
with it. The lesson goesa little some-
thing like this: In today’s world of
self-centered indulgence, peopletend
to forget the importance of doing
right by others.

When two star-crossed strang-
ers rub each other the wrong way,
one day can ruin the rest of their
lives. Depressed yet? Feeling like
you should hug the person next to
you? Me neither, but that doesn’t
stop “Changing Lanes” from tak-
ing an in-your-face approach to re-
vealing the dramatic consequences
of disregarding people.

Photo courtesy PARAMOUNT PICTURES
Samuel L. Jackson and Ben Affleck are both seeking to make up for lost
time the other has taken in the current box-office king, ‘Changing Lanes.’

Nappy Roots ‘went up and done
1" with latest release Watermelon

By Derick Stanger
Assistant Sports Editor

Artist: Nappy Roots

Title: Watermelon, Chicken & Gritz
Genre: Rap

Label: Atlantic

Tracks: 20 (including bonus)
Rating: & % % %

It seems that these days every
rapper or group that releases their
own CD is following the same for-
mat. Takesomestreetviolence, throw
in some money and women, add
some lyrics with shock value and
they have themselves a gold or plat-
inum LP, depending on how well
its promoted.

Too many “artists” are just try-
ing to get the most “bling, bling,”
the most platinum caps, the most
Bentleys. It’srareand refreshingwhen
a group comes around and breaks
this mold. In fact, one could say it’s
as refreshing as a juicy watermelon
on a hot summer day. And in their
first major release Nappy Roots has
done so with Watermelon, Chicken
& Gritz.

Eventheir name epitomizeswhy
theystand out from the typical “gang-
sta” crowd. Nappy is a term that
was created by B. Stille, Big V, R.
Prophet, Skinny Deville, Scales, and
Ron Clutch back when they met at
Western Kentucky University. Nap-
py means simple, real and keeping
it close to home.

“Nappy Roots believes that you
arethe diamond. Youshouldshine,”
said Big V. “Just be you, and it’s all
right to be common, cause there’s
more common people in the world
than rich, so we cater to the com-
mon man. | don’t want to tell peo-
ple something they can’trelate to...
So it’s that way, you know, just
talking in language so that people
know how it is to have pocket lint

and beer money, nothing more,
nothing less.”

This attitude is clearly shown
through their music. Nappy Roots
has burst on the scene with this
latest release. However they did not
have to sell their soul and compro-
mise their vision in order to land a
record deal with Atlantic Records.

Before they even released their
first CD they were the buzz around
WKU. Theystarted their own record
label and started their own line of
Nappy Roots clothing. Atlantic

It's rare and
refreshing when a
group comes around
and breaks this mold.
In fact, one could say
it's as refreshing as a
juicy watermelon on a
hot summer day.

Records approached the group af-
ter they mastered the small-time
marketwith their 1998 release, Coun-
try Fried Cess, which quickly flew
off the shelves. Their newest cd is
already near the top of the Bill-
board charts and their first release
Awnaw is getting major play-time
onradiostationsall over the nation.

Whatissointriguingabouttheir
music is the contrasting styles that
seem to intertwine so well but dif-
ferently with every song. Under-
neath each singleisacountry, down
home base thatalmost gives the songs
atwang.

However, the Roots mix in a
variety of bass lines and orchestra
instruments that keep their coun-

try origins from being overbearing.
The most amazing part is the fact
that they were able to come up with
20unique beats, unheard of in their
field, all of which can make a house
or car stereo boom.

Very few flaws can be found in
this CD, however, one is that the
artists did stretch themselves a bit
too thin. Instead of a 20-track re-
leased, 15 tracks would have been
much better.

At times they faltered lyrically

and hid these faults behind the bass
and the DJ. They must also realize
that their twang does not go along
with every beat imaginable and
should stick with what works.
No release can be perfect and even
the very few tracks that are slightly
flawed are still enjoyable to listen
to.

If Nappy Roots had to be de-
scribed as a mix of artists, it would
take the creativity of Outkast and
Wyclef, the southern drawl of Bub-
ba Sparxx and the beats of Dr. Dre.
On occasion they can sound like a
less harsh D-12, without Eminem.
What makes them so hard to place
are their six separate tones of voice
which range from the higher pitched
Skinny Deville to the deep tone of
Scales.

In short, Watermelon, Chicken
& Gritz is perfect for any rap fan
that istired of the mundane, copied
music that is being released and re-
released. Take a step away from the
rap/pop that isbeing produced now
and travel deep into the nappy south.
Diving into the realm that encom-
passes “Life, Liberty and the Pur-
suit of Nappyness” is a trip worth
taking.

Nappy Roots" Watermelon, Chick-
en & Gritz is available in record
stores now. For more on the group,
visit www.nappyroots.com.
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