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Georgia Tech’s Enterprise Innovation Institute hosted its 
inaugural Georgia Shingo Award event May 22, 2007 in 
Atlanta, and approximately 70 manufacturing professionals 
participated in the day-long conference.  The purpose was 
to inform Georgia’s manufacturing community of the 
benefits of getting involved with the Shingo Prize, which 
Business Week has called “the Nobel Prize of 
Manufacturing.”  Guest speakers included leaders from 
Freudenberg-NOK, the Hon Company, and DENSO 
Manufacturing, among others.  No companies competed for 
the award this year. 
 
One participant, Michael Greenman of Quad/Graphics, Inc., 
said, “Overall, the conference was a great first start to what 
promise to be a useful, informative, annual event.  I look 
forward to next year’s.” 
 
The institute is the state administrator for the Georgia 
Shingo Prize, which goes to a company or plant located in Georgia for at least three years 
and has demonstrated high achievement in manufacturing and business processes.  There 
is a North America prize and currently some 30 state prizes with gold, silver, and bronze 
levels. 
 
According to Tim Israel, who manages the institute’s Lean/Quality Group, the prize 
increases awareness of world-class practices and techniques and enhances manufacturers’ 
competitive position in the global marketplace.  It also fosters an understanding and sharing 
of successful core manufacturing and business improvement methodologies.  
 
The second annual Georgia Shingo Prize conference is scheduled for May 5-9, 2008 in 
Atlanta.  Application for the prize takes three steps: (1) submit Intent to Apply form by Nov. 
16, 2007; prepare and submit Achievement Report by Dec. 17, 2007; and final notification 
occurs April 17, 2008.  For more information, contact Tim Israel (404/894-2272; 
tim.israel@innovate.gatech.edu) or visit www.innovate.gatech.edu.  
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