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quirements testing your knowledge
and safety in the air.

The principle is simple. While
falling 120 mph from an altitcude of
about 10,500 ft., teams ranging in
size from two to eight must coordi-
nate to make as many formations as
possible before they have to deploy
their parachutes. For every forma-
tion properly
made and in ac-
cordancewith the
rules, the team gets
a point. Howev-
er, foreveryinfrac-
tion of the rules,
pointsare deduct-
ed. Teams have
roughly 35 sec-
onds of time, ac-
countingforasafe
distance from the
ground, to do as
many formations

decade.”

“Competition has
been dominated by
military schools...over
past years. GT
Inviscid became the
first civilian team to
win gold in almost a

ed by military schools, namely the
Air Force Academy, over past years.
GT Inviscid became the first civil-
ian team to win gold in almost a
decade.

Tech was also represented well
by two other teams. GT Sol’s mem-
bers Adam Chamely and Nate Fish-
er took second place in the 2-way
competition, while GT Coalescent,
composed of Elizabeth Stoner and
Becky Murray, also did very well.

“Perhaps
the only thing
more exciting
than winning
the4-waycom-
petition was
getting towork
with the club’s
newer jumpers
these last few
months and
watch them
succeed in 2-
way at Colle-
giates,” Yasitis

as possible.

GT Inviscid, a four person team
composed of members Allison Ya-
sitis, Brian Timberlake, Craig Sell-
ars and Jonathan Bartlett, took first
place at the competition, beating
the second place team by 21 points.

“We formed GT Inviscid two
years ago with the sole purpose of
winning Collegiates. After two years
of exceptionally hard work, train-
ingand competitions, it wasan amaz-
ing experience to be able to perform
so well and accomplish our goal,”
said Yasitis, president of the club.
They also posted a record for best
single round score of 24 points.

Competition has been dominat-

said.

In the Sport Accuracy event, in-
dividuals try to land as close to the
center on a given target as possible
withoutrunning outof the target or
missing their mark.

Brian Timberlake won first place
while Jonathan Bartlett placed sec-
ond in the event. Overall Tech took
home eight medals— five gold and
three silver.

“All of the Georgia Tech jump-
ers performed so well at Collegiates
thisyear. It was a very exciting com-
petition,” Timberlake said.

For more information, check out
www.cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/skydive.

Lady Jackets

By Kimberly Rieck
Sports Editor

Afteranexcitingwin against Flor-
ida State in the ACC season opener,
the women’s basketball team next
faced No. 1 Dukeathomelast Thurs-
day before a crowd of over 3,800
people.

The Jackets went into the game
looking for their first 2-0 start in
ACC history and their first victory
in eight gamesagainstaNo. 1 team.
As Duke dominated the first half,
Tech shot 20.7 percent and had 12
turnovers in the first half. The score
at the half was 42-13. However, in
the second half, the Jackets refused
to give up and continued to battle
back. Fallon Stokes scored 16 points
for the Jackets. Duke ended up win-
ning 77-45 thanks to the offensive
plays from Alana Beard and Mo-
nique Currie.

The game was also the first time
Duke coach Gail Goestenkors faced
head coach MaChelle Joseph. While
an assistant at Purdue, Goestenkors
had recruited and coached Joseph.

“Romewasn’tbuiltinaday, and
Duke wasn’t built in one day ei-
ther,” Joseph said. “The way I look
at it is, we have to take it one day at
a time. Our number one goal when
we started the season wasn’t to beat
Duke. Our number one goal was to
win 20 games and make the NCAA
tournament.”

After the Duke loss, the team
went on the road to Charlottesville
to face the Cavaliers.

The matchup wasextremely close
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face ACC henges
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By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

No. 15 Megan Harpring fries to get away from the Duke defenders
guarding her. The Jackets have faced many difficult challenges this
season including facing perennial No. 1 Duke last week at home.

with both teams shooting 39 per-
cent from the field in the game.
With the Jackets trailing from the
first half by two, the team wenton a
13-1 run to go up to 41-31 mark.
However, the Cavaliers came back
with a run of their own. Stokes led
Tech with a season-high 26 points.

In the final five seconds of the

game, Virginia’s Latonya Blue hita
pair of free throws to lead the Cavs
to a 60-59 victory over Tech. With
the loss, Tech’s record is now 10-5,
1-2 ACC.

The Jackets will continue their
pursuit for an NCAA tournament
bid and 20 wins when the team
faces Clemson at home Jan. 18.
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ly, no one player I can think of. It’s
been a collective effort all season, ”
and Muhammad noted the improve-
ments of point guard Jarret Jack,
forward Clarence Mooreand Schen-
scher.

Unofficial captain B.]. Elder, in
addition to leadership, contributes
to the tough and fierce style of play
the Jackets fashion. Elder, also, has
raised his field goal percentage five
points from last season and his sea-
son points average to the level of
ChrisBosh’sat 15.6 points per game.
Although Elder has seen his shots
fall less and his
presence less ef-
fective the last
couple games,
Hewitthasn’tlost
any faith in his
veteran guard,
sayinghe’s merely

“| know this team is
better than that.
We're not going to

it gives our team a little bit of a lift.
Not that it’s going to demoralize a
good team, but it gives us a lift,”
Hewitt said.

The maturation of sophomore
point guard Jarrett Jack has been
one of the most crucial foundations
of the successful squad this season.
With 13.1 points per game—3.6
more than last season, 7 assists per
game— up 1 from last season, and
50 percent shooting from the floor,
Jack has reminded many of Stephon
Marbury. Jack is finding the open
lanes and now finds himself sitting
on the highest branch in the ACC
treealongside UNC’sstar pointguard
Raymond Felton. “(JarrettJack) can
keep gettingbet-
ter and he
knows that.
That’s why he
studies film as
muchashedoes
and that’s why
he works out as
muchashedoes.
When you see
the young man
put in the time
and the effort
and then get

ina“slump.” make these mistakes
The towering hi "

Schenscher has much longer.

showed glimpses Paul Hewitt

of greatness— Men’s Basketball Coach

topping 15 points

twiceand achiev-

ing his first ever
double-double to go under thatbelt.
Schenscher has seen the biggestjump
in numbers on the stat sheet on the
team: 8.9 points per game (up from
3.7 last season), 5.8 rebounds per
game (up from 3.1) and the x-fac-
tor: his rise in free throw percentage
(52 percent to 74 percent).
Muhammad, nicknamed “Is-
mAIR”, has grown into the No. 6
man with a strong off-the-bench
scoring and rebounding presence.
Butperhaps the biggestimpact Mu-
hammad has given the White and
Gold comes in the form of adrena-
line asa by-productof those Sports-
Center-worthy, highlight reel dunks
thatseem to provide the other play-
ers a reason to up the ante a little
more. “If you get out in transition
and you have some emphatic dunk,

these typesof re-
wards, you're
very happy for him,” Hewitt said.

The addition of talented depth
in the form of Clarence Moore, who
Hewittsaysat full potential can play
like the best player on the team, and
Arizona transfer Will Bynum, who
fashions an impressive stat sheet—
8.6 points, 3.3 assists, and 2.4 boards
a game— has given the Jackets the
extraboost that makes the unit prob-
ably the best guard-oriented offense
in the ACC.

Despite having to deal with a
loss in its ACC opener and against
in-state rival Georgia, Hewitt re-
mains stout that his team can still
compete amongst the best in col-
lege basketball. “I know this team is
better than that. We’re not going to
make these mistakes much longer,”
Hewitt said.

faces

by clark nelson

cRoNuel

Will Bynam
Junior-R
Basketball- Guard

Will Bynum, a transfer from Arizona, is a speedy point guard who
provides energy off the bench for the Jackets. The Chicago native became
eligible after fall semester and has quickly been integrated into Tech’s high
flying attack. The junior played in a total of 38 games at Arizona, starting
11 of them. Before signing with Arizona during the early signing period,
Bynum had actually visited Tech. His major at Tech is History, Technol-
ogy and Society.

Bynum, who has had some of his best outings against top competition,
has been called upon to play both guard positions for Tech.

April Johnson
Freshman-RS
Basketball- Point Guard

April Johnson, a 6-2 freshman, is one of seven players over six feet on
Tech’s roster. Johnson, one of Tech’s biggest contributors off the bench, is
averaging close to 20 minutes a game this season. She was class president
at Jones County High School and was named “Who’s Who among High
School Students” by Marquis’ Who’s Who. Johnson was also a three-time
USA Todayhonorable mention All-American in high school and rated the
No. 30 prospect in the nation.

Last season, Johnson was sidelined when she tore her anterior cruciate
ligamentin her left knee during practice. Before her injury, she had scored
a season-high 14 points against Charlotte along with seven rebounds.

Lyndsay Shosho

Sophomore
Tennis

Shosho has become a solid contributor for the Jackets, after playing the
No. 5 and No. 6 spots in the lineup last season. She is one of three
sophomores on the team. Shosho came to Tech after having a perfect
record during her high school play. Her father also played college basket-
ball. Shosho, a New York native, isa member of the 2003 ACC Honor Roll
and a Dean’s List student in Management.

She was undefeated at No. 2 singles and doubles this season up until last
weekend. At the Michigan Invitational, Shosho went 2-1 in individual
competition. Shosho and her teammates next travel to Minnesota at the
end of January.
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“Wreck makes hlstory Wlth Humanitarian Bowl win

By Ryan Peck
Senior Staff Writer

In 1978, former Tech great Ed-
die Lee Ivery bobbed and weaved
through Air Force’s defense, as well
as a driving snow storm in Colo-
rado Springs, to total a then-NCAA
single game record 376 yards rush-
ing. The record stood for several
years. Something about Old Man
Winter seems to bring out the best
in Georgia Tech running backs.

Overaquarter of a century later,

in frigid Boise, Idaho, Tech’s P.].
Daniels sliced and diced the Tulsa
Golden Hurricane for 307 yardsand
four touchdowns, as Tech crushed
their WAC opponent 52-10 in the
2004 Humanitarian Bowl.

The only thing bluer than the
famed turf at Bronco Stadium was
thespirits of the Golden Hurricane’s
players and fans. The sophomore
Daniels wasted little time turning a
once closely contested bowl game
into a laugher.

With the Jacketsleading just 10-

By Christopher Gooley / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Atthe 2004 Humanitarian Bowl, the Jackets stomped Tulsa’s Golden Hurricanes 52-10. The win enabled Tech
to climb the charts and top the all4ime bowl-winning percentage list. Tech is now 21-11 in its bowl games.

3 at the start of the third quarter,
Tech’s line began creating colossal
holes for the formerwalk-on. Daniels
started chewing up turf like a John
Deere, and just 50 seconds into the
fourth quarter the Ramblin” Wreck
led 38-3 and Daniels’ day was all
but finished.

Coach Chan Gailey left Daniels
in the game in order to surpass the
300-yard plateau. That feat was
achieved with over 10 minutes re-
maining in the game when Daniels
finally stopped running once reach-

ing the Tech sidelines.

Tech quarterback and ACC
Rookie of the Year Reggie Ball left
at halftime with a hip pointer inju-
ry. That hardly mattered, however,
as Tech threw but three passes in
the second half, totaling three yards.

Tech’saggressive defense stymied
a Tulsa offense that had averaged
36.7 points per game during an 8-2
stretch over its last ten games. The
Golden Hurricane were held to just
10 first downs on 144 yards total
offense.

Tech also harried its foes into six
turnovers and sacked Tulsa quar-
terbacks seven times. The Jackets

madeitapointto try to clear Tech’s
bench in an effort to get everyone
some playing time. Senior quarter-
back A.J. Suggs took the bulk of the
snaps in the second half following
Ball’s injury. Fellow senior Brian
Camp saw his first career action at
quarterback and completed his only
pass. Senior running back Jermaine
Hatch, who hasbattled through nag-
ging injuries for the better part of
his collegiate career, scored two fourth
quarter touchdowns.

With the win, Tech not only
clinched its seventh consecutive win-
ning season, but also returned to
the top of the all-time bowl win-

superior speed ning percentage
and athleticism listwith the help
on  defense « of BCS Nation-
stuffed Tulsa’s Tech not on|y al Champion
runninggamefor  clinched its seventh LSU.LSU’swin

—56yards, anew

consecutive winning

over Oklahoma

school record. knocked the
The day, season, but also Sooners out of
however, be- the topspot,who
longed to P.J. re’ru.rned the tOP Of the wereleapfrogged
Daniels. The  alltime bowl winning by the Jackets.
former non- e on Techisnow21-
scholarship par- percentage list... 11 (.656) all-
ticipant capped time in bowls.
a fantastic soph- The 52-10

omore campaign with one of the
most prolific single-game efforts in
Tech’s illustrious football history.
Following his dissection of Tulsa’s
defense, Daniels finished the 2003
seasonwith 1,447 yards rushingand
10 touchdowns.

“I feed off of negative energy,
man, because I'm a positive per-
son,” Danielssaid. “A couple of fans
gave me some encouraging, nega-
tive words. I feed off of that...T had
never played in the snow before,
butI enjoy it.”

Daniels wasn’t the only Tech-
ster having fun, however. Gailey

trouncing of Tulsa culminated asea-
son in which not much was expect-
ed of the Whiteand Gold. Offseason
academic losses and player position
changes left the sports media in a
frenzy, and Tech was picked to fin-
ish eighth in the nine-team ACC.
Perhaps the media focused too much
on what Tech didn’t have, as op-
posed to what it did have.

“A lot of people doubted us,”
Daniels said. “They didn’t think we
were going to make it to a bowl
game. We proved a lot of people
wrong, so I feel good and T know my
teammates do, too.”

Come to the Photo staff meetings ...
Thursday at 6 p.m. in Room 137 of the
Flag Building
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No. 8 Spikers close out spectacular season with Elite 8

By John Scaduto
Contributing Writer

If you were one of the many to
witness Yellow Jacketvolleyball first
hand, you could just tell that this
year’s team was something special.
Not that it was a big surprise. Tech
did return all of its players from a
2002 team that won the ACC tour-
nament and set a new school record
for wins.

Butif one thing can bring a pro-
gram crashing back to reality, it’s
high expectations—and there were
plenty of those surrounding O’Keefe

“It was a landmark
win for Tech and the
ACC, as no other
team in the
conference had ever
made it to the Elite
Eight.”

gym to go around. The Jackets were
ranked No. 12 in the AVCA Na-
tional Preseason poll after taking
the top spot in the ACC Coaches
Preseason poll.

Early in the season, the team re-
sponded to every expectation thrown
its way—and in resounding fash-
ion. Through the month of Octo-
ber, Tech had already registered
multiple ACC Player of the Week
awards, garnered an AVCA National
Player of the Week award and de-
feated four ranked opponentsin the
span of one week while coasting to a
school best 23-0 mark and No. 5
national ranking.

The No. 5 ranking is the highest
rank of any team in ACC history,
and the Jackets only lost five games

in the process.

Tech hit a relative low point in
the month of November. They
opened the month with the firstloss
of the season to ACC foe, Mary-
land. While coasting toa No. 1 seed
in the ACC tournament, the preci-
sion that seemed to be an early-
season staple began to fade as the
ladies struggled to fend off Florida
State in the first round.

The tournament championship
would be a third showdown with
Maryland — the only team that had
defeated Tech during the regular
season. During the match, the Jack-
ets were plagued with poor serving
and sloppy passing and failed to
avenge their only loss of the season.
The match left the Jackets with lit-
tle momentum for closing out the
season with a trip out west to Cali-
fornia.

The serving and passing errors
continued, as Tech would lose its
second consecutive match to un-
ranked Long Beach State in five
games, only bouncing back to beat
San Jose State.

But confidence and optimism
neverwavered, thanks predominantly
to the coaching style of Shymanksy.
The team used the losses as motiva-
tion to prepare for their matches in
the NCAA tournament the follow-
ing month.

After Tech grabbed the No. 7
seed in the NCAA tourney, the team
was able to play the firstand second
round of the tournament at home.

Tech absolutely ran over Ala-
bama A&M and Florida A&M,
sweeping both schools in dominat-
ing fashion using a suffocating de-
fense and textbook offense—
reminiscent of earlier times during
the season.

The wins sent the ladies to Ho-
nolulu for the Sweet 16 over finals
week to face-off against No. 8 Cali-
fornia. The team broughtits A-game

to Hawaii.

Tech disposed of No. 8 Cal in
four games. Stand-out setter Kele
Eveland recorded the second triple-
double in school history during the
match.

It was a landmark win for Tech
and the ACC, as no other team in
the conference had ever made it to
the Elite Eight. Even though Tech
lost to No. 2 Hawaii in the tourna-
ment, the Jackets put the ACC on
the volleyball map.

As a squad, the women reached
the highest final rank in ACC histo-
ry at No. 8. They set a new Tech

“As a squad, the
women reached the
highest final rank in
ACC history at No. 8.
They set a new Tech
mark for wins at 34.”

mark for wins at 34, besting last
year’s mark of 33. The squad had
fourall-Americahonorees: first-team
Kele Eveland, third-team Lynnette
Mosterand honorable mentions Al-
exandra Preiss and Lauren Sauer.
These four were also named to
the AVCA all-Region team. The
all-ACC team was also crowded with
Yellow Jackets: first- team Eveland,
Mosterand Preiss plus second-team
honorees Sauer and Marissa Aston.
While this was definitely a team
effort, no other player personified
the program this year more than
setter Kele Eveland. Eveland became
the first player in ACC history to be
named first-team all-America. She
set a new ACC assist record and
made it up to fourth on the all-time

NCAA assist list. Eveland led the

.h_—

By Christopher Gooley / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Jayme Gergen goes in the kill during a NCAA tournament match. The
volleyball team made ACC and Tech history by reaching the Elite 8 in the

tournament. The No.8 squad fell to No. 2 Hawaii in its last game.

nation in assists per game (14.93)
while quarterbacking an offense that
led the nation in kills per game
(18.26). Shealso grabbed ACC Player

of the Year honors.

Eveland was one of seven named
to the inaugural CSTV all-America
squad and one of four to be nomi-
nated for the Volleyball Honda Sports
Award.

Time is running out to purchase spéaeyour
organization in the 2008Blueprint

Deadline is January 27, 2004!

Download information and contract at
www.cyberbuzz gatech.edwblueprint/
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Oh the Humanitarian!
Tech may not have been in a BCS bowl but
it did manage to accomplish something
that none of the BCS teams or even UGA
can match. Page 26

Magic 8-ball

NCAA Elite 8. Page 27

While other students were taking
finals, the women’s volleyball team

was making ACC history at the

N
A

by
numbers

19

Preseason ranking of the women’s
track and field team by Trackwire
in the first poll of the season. Future
ACC opponent Miami (FL) tied
with Tech at No. 19 in the poll.

300.75

Men’s diver Tony Burkhard’s score
for the three-meter board against
Alabama. Burkhardt led the diving
competition for the men’s team with
his first-place performance.
Burkhardtwas also named Wendy’s
Georgia Tech Student-Athlete of
the Week along with women’s diver
Amy Sutton, who earned third-place
for the women’s team at the meet.

307

Numberof rushingyardsP.]J. Daniels
had in the Humanitarian Bowl.
Daniels ran for the second highest
total rushing yards in school history
and four touchdowns. Tech defeat-
ed Tulsa in the bowl by a score of

52-10.

Number of singles matches Tech’s
men’s and women’s tennis teams
won at the Michigan Invitational.
Overall, Tech won nine singles
matches and five doubles matches
at the tournament. The event in-
volved the University of Michigan,
Eastern Michigan and Louisiana

»

Number of games out of 24 that the
men’s basketball team has won be-
fore the Virginia game and Satur-
day’s Maryland game.

Thrashers

challenge

hint: volleyball

4

Here’s the number...what does it
represent?

To enter email the Sports Editor at
sports@technique.gatech.eduwith
the correct answer to the challenge.
Awinnerwill beselected fromamong
the qualified entries. The winner
will receive a pair of tickets to an
Adanta Thrashershome game, where
admission is always $10 for a seatin
the $36 section with a student ID.
Visit www.atlantathrashers.com for
more info on college nights.

Cagers bring back “Thrillerdome”

By Vishal Patel
Contributing Writer

Not easily fazed, the men’s bas-
ketball squad has come a long way
from its third-to-last preseason rank-
ing in the ACC by many league
“experts.” Paul Hewitt’s Jackets have
blown most, if not all, doubt out of
the wateras they
stand tallamong
the most talent-
edandelite teams
in the nation,
currently ranked
No. 12inthena-
tion. The team
has been ranked
as high as No. 3
in the nation this
season.

Perhaps
Tech’s biggest

adaptation since

lift.”
Paul Hewitt

“If you get out in
transition and you
have some emphatic
dunk, it gives our
team a little bit of a

Head Basketball Coach

overmatched in center Luke Schen-
scher (7°1”) and forwards Robert
Brooks (6’8”) and Theodis Tarver
(6'9”), who’sback from injury, round
out Tech’s shallow but talented list
of true forwards.

Thereturn of Tarver should help
fortify theinside presence thatseemed
to be lacking against North Caroli-
na last week.
Tarver, “the best
shot blocker on
(the) team” ac-
cording  to
Hewitt, should
provide some
boost to the suf-
fering low post
defense unit as
he gears into
form during the
upcoming con-
ference games.

The fore-

those bogus pre-

season previews comes on the issue
of height. Hewitt’s smart change of
defensive strategy took care of that
setback. Among the shorter of teams
to break the top 10 this season, the
Jackets have broken down the op-
posing full-court transition by im-
plementing the irritating full court
press which forces turnovers and
keeps the ball in the opposing court.
Thisis crucial because Tech is forced
less into rebounding and low-post
situations in their own court, which
they would more often than not be

most reason for
Tech’s success, as well as the biggest
asset of the team, is the mentality of
playinglike one. The Jackets feature
a collection of role players that each
contribute to the team through their
strongsuits, beitleadership for Lewis
and Elder, opening up the lanesand
transition offense for Jack and piz-
zazz and spunk for Muhammad.
When asked which player has im-
proved the most from last season,
Isma’ il Muhammad said, “honest-

See Cagers, page 25

By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Point guard Jarrett Jack goes in for a shot against a Georgia defender.
Jack hasimproved his game tremendously this season and has risen to the
top of the ACC. Jack led the team in scoring against UNC with 22.

Sport parachute club wins nationals

Photo Courtesy GT Inviscid

At the USPA’s National Collegiate Competition, GT Inviscid took first place. The team beat out the Air Force
Academy, the perennial favorite at the competition. The team only had 35 seconds to do its many formations.

By Edward Tamsberg
Contributing Writer

Thesport parachute club is prob-
ably one of the most obscure com-
petitive clubsat Tech, but they could
care less because being the best is
still what it’s all about.

The club represented the Insti-
tute at the United States Parachute
Association (USPA) National Col-
legiate Competition in Lake Whales,
FL Dec. 27-31. Competition in-

cluded a number of different events
ranging from team to individual
ability.

The clubwas established in 1969.
Since then members have compet-
ed regularly in annual and yearly
competitions held across the nation.
Members of the club are not neces-
sarily on any team; they simply have
to beinterested in the sport. At Tech,
older members have traditionally
taught and prepared newer mem-
bers for competition.

Since 1982, the Accelerated Free
Fall program has taught many of
the members of the club how to
jump safely. The course begins with
a six hour ground training session
that teaches you most anything you
need to know about skydiving, para-
chutes and emergency situations.
After the training session, a partici-
pant must complete seven levels,
each level being a jump with re-

See Skydive, page 23

shorts

ACC request
denied for ‘04

The ACC has had its request for
afootball championship game with
11 teams denied for the 2004 sea-
son. The ACC will not have a foot-
ball championship game until Boston
College joins the league in 2005.
The details were finalized Monday
when the ACC lost its case at the
NCAA convention and Boston Col-
lege will not be allowed to leave for
the ACC until the 2005 season.

Shymansky signs
for 4 more years
Techhead volleyball coach Bond

Shymansky has signed a new four-
year contract after leading his team
to an appearance in the Elite Eight
of the 2003 NCAA Tournament.
The contract will run through the
2007-08 year. Shymansky hasa 67-
10 record, a .870 winning percent-
age in his two seasons at Tech.

Student-Athletes

excel in classroom

Atotal of 163 Tech student-ath-
letes achieved a grade point average
of 3.0 or higher for the fall semester.
Several members of Tech’s nation-
ally-ranked basketball team were on
the list as well.



