
NEWS Technique •  Friday, June 8, 2007 • 1

TECHNIQUE
Friday, June 8, 2007 

Serving Georgia Tech since 1911

“The South’s Liveliest College Newspaper”

  Volume 93, Issue 2  
  12 pages  

  ONLINE www.nique.net

State audit leads 
to fraud firing

By Craig Tabita
News Editor

A statewide investigation of 
procurement card purchases caught 
$25,000 in fraudulent spending 
on personal ex-
penses by a Tech 
employee, and 
the Institute has 
launched its own 
investigation to 
determine why 
it s  oversight 
methods on card 
usage failed to 
stop it.

Tech’s pro-
curement cards 
are Visa cards  
issued by Bank 
of America that 
can be used for 
authorized Insti-
tute purchases. 
Th ey were introduced about a de-
cade ago to simplify the purchasing 
process. 

Details of all transactions made 
with the card are uploaded by the 
bank to an online distribution 
system where coordinators from 
each department may monitor 

purchases by their employees. Th e 
Department of Internal Audits cre-
ated the position of Procurement 
Card Compliance Offi  cer to review 
cardholder activity.

Th e identity of the woman and 
her position have 
not been identi-
fied, nor have 
details about the 
type and extent 
of the spending  
been released by 
the Institute as 
it performs the 
investigation.

The s t a te 
inve st igators 
notif ied Tech 
of the fraudu-
lent spending in 
April. Th is led 
to the employee 
being fi red May 
4.

Th is is not the fi rst time an 
employee has run up inappropriate 
charges on a procurement card. 

“According to our Department 
of Internal Auditing, [there have 
been] situations where employees 

Tech opens new 
campus in India

Th e city of Hyderabad, India will 
be the location of  Tech’s newest 
international campus, which will 
be the fi rst international campus 
of a foreign university in India.

Provost Gary Schuster  signed 
a memorandum of intent with the 
Indian state of Andhra Pradesh 
to set up the campus, which 
will be operational in 2009. 

SGA committee 
spots remain open

Students seeking involvement in 
student government may apply for 
any of the committee chair positions 
that remain vacant. Interested stu-
dents may apply to chair any of the 
following: Athletic Services, Campus 
Services, Cultural Aff airs, Parking 
and Transportation, Planning and 
Development, Election, Informa-
tion Technology, Public Relations. 

Applications are available  in the 
SGA offi  ce, located in the Student 
Center Commons; alternately, 
requests for electronic applications 
or any other questions may be 
directed to Anu Parvatiyar, under-
graduate student body president, 
via e-mail at anu@gatech.edu.

WREK radio off ers 
info sessions

WREK  student radio is inviting 
students interested in working at 
the station to come to one of its info 
sessions on Tuesday, June 5 at 12:30 
p.m. or Wednesday, June 6 at 7 p.m.  
in the WREK offi  ce in the Student 
Center Commons. Students can call 
404-894-2468 for more information.

CoC ranked fourth, 
prof fi rst by ACM

An article in Communications of 
the ACM (Association of Computing 
Machinery) ranks the graduate pro-
grams of the College of Computing 
fourth in the nation as well as third in 
the nation for software engineering. 

Individually, professor Mary Jean  
Harrold was recognized as the top soft-
ware engineering scholar in the world.

The ACM ranking relies on 
an automatic and objective mea-
surement of publications data. 

Children’s author to 
sign at bookstore

Jennifer Bouani, author of the 
children’s book Tyler and His Solve-
a-matic Machine, will appear at 
Barne’s and Noble  on Friday,  June 
15 at 6 p.m. for a book signing.  A 
part of the Future Business Leaders 
series, the story follows an orphan 
who encounters the Great Spirit of 
Entrepreneurs and invents a ma-
chine to do his homework faster.

By Craig Tabita
News Editor

A lot has changed at Tech and in 
the Woodruff  School of Mechani-
cal Engineering since Ward Winer 
began in 1969 as an associate pro-
fessor. After nearly 20 years as chair 
of the school and having played a 
signifi cant part in those changes, 
he has announced his retirement, 
eff ective upon the selection of a 
replacement.

“[The school has] changed 
tremendously, from [having] a rea-
sonably outstanding undergraduate 
education program, to being a school 
noted for an excellent undergraduate 
program but also excellent graduate 

ME chair Winer retires after 38 years at Tech

Associate Vice Provost Rollins steps down
By Craig Tabita

News Editor

Since 2005 Howard Rollins has 
served Tech both as  a professor of 
psychology and as associate vice 
provost of international programs. 
But on June 30, he will step down 
from the latter position after playing 
a major role in bringing international 
education to prominence within 
Tech’s undergraduate programs.

His decision was motivated  in 
part by a desire to focus more on 
research and teaching, which he 
did for 35 years at Emory University 
before joining Tech in 2003, then 
as director of the Offi  ce of Interna-
tional Education. Another part of 
the decision was the reorganization 

of the provost’s offi  ce in March that 
created a new position, vice provost 
of international 
initiatives, to 
which Rollins’s 
former position 
would be subor-
dinate.

“I’ve always 
really enjoyed 
[teaching] and 
began to think, 
I turned 65 in 
March, what do 
I really want to 
do for the rest of 
my career before 
I retire? And the 
provost reorganization sort of 
forced the issue for me because 

See Fraud, page 3

See Rollins, page 3

it meant a change in what I would 
be doing to some degree,” Rollins 

said.
“I gave that 

a lot of thought 
and talked to 
my family. We 
decided that this 
was this was the 
right time for 
me to make that 
choice to do the 
thing I love very 
much, which is 
teaching and 
research in my 
discipline,” Rol-
lins said.

According to Rollins, his eff orts 
culminated last month when Tech 

was one of four schools honored with  
the 2007 Senator Paul Simon Award 
for Campus Internationalization. 

Rollins said his passion for 
international education began in 
1975 after spending a nine month 
research leave in London. Immedi-
ately upon returning he developed a 
study abroad program for psychology 
students at Emory that started with 
nine students in 1979 and still sends 
about 45 participants each year.

As well as increased participation 
in study abroad programs, Rollins 
said he is proud of having overseen 
the adoption by many majors of 
the International Plan, in which 
international experiences are inte-

programs,” Winer said.
A comparison of the school’s 

placement in the U.S. News and 
World Report rankings plainly shows 

this rise in reputation.
“In the early 1970s the school 

was ranked somewhere between No. 

27 and No. 50 among ME gradu-
ate programs, and it is now ranked 
No. 7, so that’s a pretty spectacular 
rise in reputation, and it’s obviously 

of great satisfaction to me and the 
faculty,” Winer said. He credits the 
faculty of the school for making that 

rise happen.
“If you’ve got very good faculty 

you attract very good students. If 
you have very good students you 
have bright and successful alumni, 
and that’s why the reputation has 
gone up a lot,” Winer said.

Over the course of Winer’s ca-
reer the way the campus looks has 
changed too, and not just on account 
of all the new buildings that have 
been constructed. 

“When I came in 1969 there 
were very few women on campus 
and very few minorities on campus. 
Now Georgia Tech and [the School 
of ] Mechanical Engineering in 

See Winer, page 3

“If you have very good students 
you have bright and successful 
alumni, and that’s why the 
reputation has gone up.”

Ward Winer
Chair, School of Mechanical Engineering

“[The goal of the 
investigation is] to 
determine why this 
happened and what 
needs to be done 
to prevent it from 
happening again.”

Lisa Ray Grovenstein
Director of Public 
Relations, ICPA

“I began to think...
what do I really want 
to do for the rest of 
my career before I 
retire?”

Howard Rollins
Associate Vice Provost of 
International Programs

By Robert Combier / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Outdoor cinema: Students gather to watch Music and Lyrics, the 
fi rst of seven fi lms in the Flicks on Fifth summer fi lm series.

“Dick in a Box” 
star makes fi lm   
debut as stunt 
man.
   Page 9
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Try our student special:
 1 large 1 topping pizza for  ONLY $8.99!

Late night special: 1 large 1 topping pizza
$7.99 after 10 p.m.

 (pick up or delivery)

Better Ingredients.
      Better Pizza.
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By Kenny Baskett / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Technique Online Voice your opinion!

How much of the “Ramblin’ Wreck” 
song can you sing?

What do you think of T-Square so far?

Tell us at www.nique.net

This issue’s question:

Last issue’s question received 58 responses.

Dates: July 9th - August 3rd

For more information, contact 
Mr. Charlie Drummond at CATEA. 

From the files of the GTPD...

Campus Crime

Damage to Property
6/5/2007 1:15:00 hrs.  
Location: Methodist Center  
Incident: Report of a fallen tree and 
cable lines

Health/Safety
6/3/2007 11:45:00 hrs.  
Location: CRC/Roe Stamps Fields  
Incident: Report of an injured 
person, transported by ambulance 
to Piedmont Hospital

Terroristic Threats
5/30/2007 7:23:00 hrs.  
Location: O’Keefe Building  
Incident: Report of bodily harm 
with a knife

6/3/2007 16:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Peters Parking Deck  
Incident: Report of damages to a 
red ‘96 Mazda Miata

Larceny-Theft
6/4/2007 9:30:00 hrs.  
Location: Ferst Drive @ Sixth Street  
Incident: Report of a stolen Mo-
torola two way radio

5/28/2007 7:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Curran Parking Deck  
Incident: Report of items stolen 
from a vehicle

5/29/2007 12:15:00 hrs.  
Location: Bobby Dodd Stadium  
Incident: Report of items stolen 
from a vehicle

6/2/2007 12:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Peters Parking Deck  
Incident: Report of damages to a 
red ‘02 Subaru Impreza

6/2/2007 1:54:00 hrs.  
Location: Graduate Living Center  
Incident: Report of a sick person, 
transported by ambulance to 
Atlanta Medical Center

6/1/2007 16:00:00 hrs.  
Location: 349 Ferst Drive  
Incident: Report of damages to a 
dark blue ‘05 BMW M3

5/31/2007 10:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Instructional Center  
Incident: Report of a stolen Dell 
computer, monitor, and document 
camera

Burglary
6/4/2007 17:00:00 hrs.  
Location: John Saylor Coon      
Building  
Incident: Report of stolen Dell 
Dimensions

Simple Assault/Battery
5/30/2007 10:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Landscape Service Break 
room  
Incident: Report of some co-work-
ers getting into a pushing match

Traffic accident
5/31/2007 11:57:00 hrs.  
Location: Zeta Tau Alpha parking 
lot  
Incident: Report of a hit and run ve-
hicle accident (no reported injuries)

What the heck is 
T-Square - 52%

I love the new 
features - 11%

I thought WebCT was 
better - 10%

I don’t really care what 
we use - 26%

www.nique.net/sliver
sliver

It is so cold in the library that I wear the head phones as ear muffs.
ill find something to put here
just sliver alone
here my best oneliner
i crap my pants for different reasnons than you crap your pants. yes 
you carp your pants. your craping them right now!
have you ever just written a whole bunch of slivers just to keep from start-
ing your work even though its due in just a few hours? me too....
what do you know. i never see my slivers in the Technique. those 
raicest nazi pigs, they know its me and that im ........ so they dont 
post my slivers
crap dude, writing slivers is addictive
how can we be sure alians exist?
does God exist?
There is absolutely positively no such thing as absolutes; yes! Every-
thing is 100% relative
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“Finest Restaurant!”
BUSINESS REVIEW, Atlanta Sunday Paper

“Best Reputation.”
BUSINESS OUTLOOK, AJC

Student Housing 
Summer & Fall ‘07 Available 

***Cheaper than GT housing *** 
Utilities Included

Best Location on Campus 
Full Kitchen 

Rooftop Patio 

Single and Double   
Rooms Available 
Basketball Court 

High Speed Internet  

Call or E-mail Rob for details. 
404-862-0218, 

RTHinesley@gatech.edu 

Peters Parking Deck
Bobby Dodd 

Stadium 

720 Fowler St.

Th e Technique
We’re the South’s liveliest college newspaper.

We worked hard to earn that title.

A lot of things went on outside the bubble of Tech in the past 
week. Here are a few important 
events taking place throughout 
the nation and the world.

to travel. He says that he would 
never have knowingly put the other 
passengers, not to mention his own 
wife and her daughter, in danger 
of catching the disease.

Polish man wakes up 
from 19 year coma
In 1988, when Poland was still 

a communist nation, Jan Grzebski 
went into a coma after being hit 
by a train.  Nineteen years later, 
he has emerged to fi nd that his 
country is very diff erent from the 
last time he saw it.
According to the Associated 

Press, his wife Gertruda took care 
of him believing that one day he 
would recover.  She said she would 
fl y into a rage when people sug-
gested that people in his condition 
should be euthanized, believing 
that one day he would wake up. 
Poland abandoned communism 

in 1989 and is now a democratic na-
tion with a market economy, as well 
as a member of the E.U.
Gertruda says that in addition 

to being shocked by the added 
variety of goods available at Pol-
ish stores, he thinks “the world is 
prettier now” than it was before 
his accident.

Atlanta lawyer causes 
tuberculosis scare
An  Atlanta lawyer stricken 

with an extremely drug-resistant  
form of tuberculosis travelled 
to and from Europe against the 
advice of Fulton County health 
offi  cials. Besides the possibility 
that he may have infected other 
airline passengers, his situation 
has highlighted holes in homeland 
security measures.
According to the Atlanta 

Journal-Constitution, Andrew 
Speaker was honeymooning 
in Europe when the Centers for 
Disease Control contacted him, 
urging him to meet with medical 
authorities in Rome. 
Instead, he made his way back to 

Atlanta through a journey that took 
him from Prague to Montreal and 
then, by a rental car, to New York.  He 
was able to pass through the border 
crossing even though agents were 
instructed to detain him. 
Speaker, who has not suff ered 

any symptoms, maintains that he 
was told that he was not contagious 
and that he was never ordered not 

Breaking 
thetheubble
BreakingBreaking

the
Breaking

the
Breaking
ubbleubbletheubbletheubbleubbletheubbletheB

have willfully or inadvertently 
violated the card guidelines,” said 
Lisa Ray Grovenstein, director of 
public relations at Institute Com-
munications and Public Aff airs. She 
could not compare this incident to 
those in terms of the extent of the 
spending.

“Th e whole reason there is an in-
vestigation going on for this incident 

Rollins from page 1

Fraud from page 1

Winer from page 1

grated into a student’s curriculum 
and they receive a designation on 
their diploma.

He said that another important 
development during his tenure has 
been the International House, an 
on-campus residence where Ameri-

particular are among the largest 
producers of degrees among women 
and minorities in their particular 
areas,” he said.

Winer credits the endowment of 
the department with playing a big 
role in its growth.

“Currently we have an endow-
ment that’s probably on the order of 
$110 million. Th at’s pretty unusual 
for an academic department, and 
the money that that generates each 
year causes us to be able to do special 
things such as off ering grants to top 
graduate students to get them to be 
able to come here,” Winer said.

Th e number of faculty in the 
school has gone up sharply as well. 
Winer said when he began there 
were approximately 30 faculty in the 
school; now there are 80 academic 
faculty, 21 research faculty, and fi ve 
academic professionals. 

He had originally intended to 
retire in May but he agreed to stay 
until a replacement could be found, 
which he hopes will be before the 
end of the summer.

Winer has a long list of activities 
he plans to pursue with the all the 
free time he will now have, including 
playing tournament bridge with his 
wife, who he says is a much better 
player than he is, as well as sailing and 
learning to play the bagpipes.

“I”ve been asking around and 
talked to a couple of music teachers 
but I haven’t found anybody who 
gives lessons yet. I’d probably have 
to go into a closet to practice because 
my wife might chase me out of the 
house,” he said.

is that they need to determine why 
this happened and what needs to be 
done to prevent it from happening 
again,” Grovenstein said.

Before being issued procurement 
cards employees must take an online 
training course and sign an agree-
ment which states, among other 
things, that improper purchases will 
be deducted from the employee’s 
wages and that fraudulent spending 
may result in disciplinary action, up 
to and including termination. 

 By Matt Emerick  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

Howard Rollins resigned as Associate Vice Provost of International 
Education, opting to become a full-time psychology professor.

can and international students live 
together and participate in commu-
nity activities designed to promote 
cultural awareness.

“I feel like we’ve done a lot of good 
things, so it’s not bad in the sense 
that I’m leaving because things were 
going badly. It’s really that things 
have been going exceptionally well,” 
Rollins said.
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By Jenny Zhang/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Internet lexicon gains acceptance
“ [L337] speak has become 

so ingrained into the internet 
that it is impossible to ignore 
its effects on society itself.” 

Hahnming Lee 
Sports Editor

TECHNIQUE
“The South’s Liveliest College Newspaper”

page 4

OPINIONS
Technique • Friday, June 8, 2007

Quote of the week:
“Three o’clock is always too late or too 

early for anything you want to do.” 
—Jean-Paul Sartre

Consensus editorials reflect  the majority opinion of the Edito-
rial Board of  the Technique, but not necessarily the opinions 
of individual editors.

Serving Georgia Tech since 1911 

“U ben pwn3d!!11~~~” What 
does that mean? It may be gibberish 
to some, but it carries heavy signifi-
cance for others. It is 1337 speak.

Before we get to why this is 
important, a little background 
information is necessary about the 
intarwebz. The information super-
highway allows tens of millions of 
people connecting to each other at 
any given moment. New sites pop 
up every day, sure to satisfy at least 
some users’ desires. 

People log on and instantly have 
access to sites like stuffonmycat.
com, arcadefirestolemybasketball.
blogspot.com (and the exciting 
arcadefireDIDNTstealdudesbas-
ketball.blogspot.com) and dont-
downloadthissong.com. I don’t 
know about you, but I think all of 
those sites explain themselves quite 
nicely.

The internet has become a place 
of advancement, one where informa-
tion is democratized (as evidenced 
by the insanely popular Wikipedia). 
People are free to post their opinions 
regardless of background, age or any 
other factor that could possibly make 
them seem less capable of stating such 
an opinion in the real world. 

It seems as though the internet is 
truly revolutionary, a step forward 
and a necessary forum for people 
to feel significant in the world. Of 
course, not everything is going to 
be advanced by the internet, most 
obviously language.

Language on the internet, often 
referred to as 1337 speak, has de-
volved into something in the form of 
baby talk. It’s not only accepted, but 
also encouraged in some groups for 
people to write in ways that would 
seem nonsensical to any person with 
even a slight grasp of the English 
language. 

People add an article where no 
article should be, then misspell the 
article, then misspell the word after 
the article, all for comedic effect. If 

my 9th grade teacher knew about 
this, I am sure she would have rued 
the day the internet was born. 

It would seem logical that the 
highly informed and ever increasing 
online population exposed to this 
kind of language would shun it and 
see it as highly impractical and even 
ludicrous. But the opposite has hap-
pened; knowledge of the language 
has become a membership card to 
become a part of an exclusive com-
munity of people who are truly in 
the know about the internet. People 
have adopted this language as though 
it was a language with history, just 
like English, Chinese or any other 
form of spoken word. 

And in a way, it is. This language 
has become synonymous with the 
internet, the native tongue for any 
true elite, or as most users would 
say, “the 1337.” How did the name 
come about? Well, you first just say 
the word elite which kind of sounds 
like leet and then 1 is put in for… 
never mind. It’s not important.

People on the internet have slowly 
become more accustomed to the 
language and use it on a variety of 
sites. On the appropriately named 
icanhascheezburger.com, text is 
superimposed on an image of an 
animal, usually a cat, with a caption 
in the form of the language. 

The idea seems a little out there, 
but the site has soared in popular-
ity since its launch in January, even 
creeping into lecture slides of certain 
professors at Tech for no other rea-
son than their humor value. Where 

else would so many people find it 
funny when a cat is stuck under 
three pillows supposedly screaming 
“HALP!!!”?

The language has even become 
a form of social criticism. Using the 
concept from the last site, a site called 
lolpresidents.com uses pictures of 
presidents instead of animals in the 
images and the pictures often carry 
a political message. 

Images display topics as far rang-
ing as the possible racism that exists 
in administrations to the absolute 
corruption displayed by former 
presidents. A powerful message 
can be conveyed with “nooo dey be 
stealin my prezidency.”

In a way, 1337 speak has become 
so ingrained into the internet that 
it is impossible to ignore its effects 
on society itself. Commercials from 
corporations as large as Verizon base 
commercials on terms like “LOL” 
and “OMG” with the assumption 
that the majority of people know 
what it means. And in this day 
and age, most people do know the 
meaning. 

While the language itself seems 
crude and sometimes just plain 
dumb, it has become linked with 
how many of us communicate with 
each other on the internet.

It is a fun diversion for most, so 
what’s stopping it from gaining at 
least some semblance of credibility? 
It has people who speak it, a history 
and it is constantly evolving. Even 
if that evolution may sometimes 
appear to be a devolution.

OUR VIEWS CONSENSUS OPINION

Tennis a Tech first
Two weeks ago women’s tennis became the first Tech sports 

team to win a recognized NCAA Championship. After winning 
the indoor championship in the fall, a title not recognized by 
the NCAA, they continued on to end the season with a 21-
match winning streak. The team, coached by Bryan Shelton, 
has risen from being mired in mediocrity to the first spot in 
just four short seasons, a stunning improvement. This ascent 
reflects the phenomenal work put into the women’s tennis 
program, Tech’s most successful this year.

An athletic program as outstanding as women’s tennis 
deserves our support. While Tech tennis fans turned out to 
support the team at the championship this year, as a school 
we need to be aware of teams throughout their seasons, not 
only to encourage the players, but also to show that the Tech 
community appreciates all of our athletic teams, not just the 
“major” ones like football or basketball. Appreciation for the 
athletic program as a whole will lead to stronger recruitment 
and better teams.

The women of the tennis team should be congratulated for 
their hard work, and the best form of thanks we can give them 
is our continued support for their program. 

Overdrawn 
In an embarrassing oversight, state auditors informed Tech 

that 25,000 dollars in fraudulent charges were made on a Tech 
purchasing card, and were missed by Tech’s internal audits. 

Tech employees or organizations can use a Tech credit card, 
called a procurement card. The cards provide a necessary and 
valuable service, allowing for increased convenience and purchas-
ing flexibility that could not exist with a simple reimbursement 
system. However, Tech failed to meet its responsibilities in the 
handling of the procurement cards when a series of non-business 
purchases slipped by the Institute’s oversight procedures.

The personal expenses were not noticed until an annual 
statewide audit called attention to the fraud. While it is ap-
plaudable that Tech administrators responded so quickly after 
they were informed of the expenses, immediately firing the 
person responsible, the fact that Tech’s own expense reviews 
did not catch the discrepancies highlights a huge flaw in the 
procurement card system.

Whatever loophole was used to slip these expenses by Tech’s 
auditing department, it is one that Tech needs to immediately 
close. Not only does it reflect poorly upon our school that this 
incident occurred, but it is an embarrassment that we were 
unable to correct the problem on our own.
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YOUR VIEWS LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Firearm bans unsafe

OUR VIEWS HOT OR NOT

Free Flicks
Flicks on Fifth started this 
Wednesday, closing off Fifth 
Street at Tech Square to show 
movies. The free movies are a 
great way to add some extra re-
laxation to evenings on campus, 
without adding in the price of 
a ticket. Between these shows 
and Screen on the Green, those 
of us choosing to stay in Atlanta 
this summer might as well be 
earning three free hours in film 
appreciation. 

Baseball falls
After losing to North Carolina 
State in the ACC baseball tourna-
ment to finish their season, the 
baseball team failed to advance 
to the NCAA Tournament. This 
was a controversial outcome, as 
fellow ACC member Wake Forest 
was invited to the tournament 
despite fewer conference wins and 
a lower overall winning percent-
age than the Jackets. Tech’s 32 
wins were the fewest since the 
29-victory 1982 season. 

No. 1 Scholar
The College of Computing’s 
software engineering program 
was ranked No. 3 in the nation, 
with professor Mary Jean Har-
rold named the No. 1 Scholar 
of Software Engineering in the 
world by Communications of the 
ACM. Good for Tech showing we 
have more than the stereotypical 
male computer scientists. 

SGApathy
The Student Government As-
sociation has had to extend the 
deadlines  for committees after 
lackluster application rates. 
Seriously, as good as the newly 
elected SGA members might be, 
they can’t do it all, and committee 
members and leaders are needed 
to help keep SGA effective and 
involved on campus. So apply!

“People come to the 
U.S. believing that they 
can make a better life, 

whether they started out 
as janitors or doctors.” 

Jenny Zhang 
Focus Editor

HOT‒or ‒NOT The lesson we should learn 
from the Virginia Tech shooting 
is that even if an institution bans 
firearms it will not stop killers on 
an unarmed campus.

If a student can carry a firearm 
and never get checked, what does 
this institute ban accomplish?  
Do we have this ban so after a 
Cho kills 32 people we can charge 
him with bringing a firearm 
on campus? Absolutely not!  
The rule is intended to protect 
students by keeping guns off 
campus, but as there is no way to 
check and make sure this is ever 
accomplished, we are turning 
students into victims. Would a 
killer rather go on rampage at an 
NRA convention or a campus 
that restricts firearms?

We have seen statistics of 
what happens when gun control 
is not implemented. Consider 
Washington D.C., which banned 
handguns in 1977 and in 13 years 
saw its murder rate triple. It is so 
bad now that a D.C. citizen is 33 

percent more likely to be killed 
than a U.S. soldier in Iraq.

The editor made the point 
that guns should be banned on 
campus because accidents could 
ensue where guns and alcohol are 
mixed. Since 1930 the number 
of gun accidents has dropped 
74 percent despite the popula-
tion doubling and gun owners 
quintupling. Alcohol and cars do 
not mix either; should we ban 
students from having cars?

I support a firearm registry 
program  because at Tech we have 
so many qualified students that 
have extensive formal training 
with firearms. To not utilize 
them as a security resource begs 
history to repeat itself. It is time 
to stop being complacent with 
a security system prevailing in 
mediocrity and grant students 
the right to self-protection.

David Hotle
3rd year CompE
gtg123y@mail.gatech.edu

Last month I received a letter 
that I’ve been waiting the last 15 
years of my life to get, ever since 
I immigrated to this country as a 
wide-eyed toddler from China. 

The page-long letter is printed 
on thick gray government-issue 
paper, with the “United States 
of America” across the top and 
Lady Liberty’s famous torch wa-
termarked in the center. It begins: 
“You are hereby notified to appear 
for an interview on your Applica-
tion for Naturalization...”

I’ve not actually been natu-
ralized yet—I have to get tested 
on civics and such at my inter-
view—but it’s close. Hopefully, 
after just a few more months of 
red tape I can be officially sworn 
in as a U.S. citizen.

Hurrah. I should be more 
excited, but after watching my 
parents battle through lawyers, 
work visas, green cards and pa-
perwork for so many years, the 
only thing I really feel near the 
end of our quest for citizenship 
is relief. 

Especially since I’ll no longer 
be classified as an “alien,” a label 
that always made me feel like I 
was supposed to have three eyes 
and green skin.

Don’t get me wrong, though. 
I grew up here and America is 
my home. I may not agree with 
everything in it, but I love this 
country and my family still 
believes it is their golden land 

of freedom and opportunity.
Communist China was no 
picnic for them, and America 
shone in their eyes as a beacon 
of hope and promise.

So when I heard about the 
new immigration bill that is 
under consideration in the 
Senate, I was far less than 
thrilled. 

At the heart of the bill is 
a point system that sets the 
criteria for who can get into 
America, though it feels more 
like admissions criteria for an 
Ivy-league school.

Out of a max 100 points, 
an applicant can earn 75 
points based on job skills and 
education, 15 for proficiency in 
English and 10 for family ties. 
The criteria favor people with 
advanced degrees in science, 
technology, engineering and 
math or who work in “high 
demand” jobs like healthcare 
and food service. 

For anyone who isn’t the 

foreign equivalent of a Tech grad, 
it’s bad news. Not to mention a 
far cry from “give me your tired, 
your poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free.” The 
whole thing smells suspiciously 
of social engineering and class 
bias.

What about starting out poor 
and uneducated and working 
your way up, the whole pull-
yourself-up-by-your-bootstraps 
approach to life that is so dis-
tinctly American? People come 
to the U.S. believing that they 
can make a better life, whether  
they started out as janitors or 
doctors. It’s the same American 
dream the first Americans had 
when they immigrated to Plym-
outh Rock. 

Of course, if the point system 
had existed then, they probably 
wouldn’t have made it over, and 
I’ll bet that most of the forebears 
of the current Congressmen 
crafting this immigration bill 
wouldn’t have either.

I understand the new bill is 
designed to help stem the prob-
lem of illegal immigration and 
offset immigrants competing 
with homegrown Americans 
for jobs by selectively allowing 
people in who fill employment 
gaps. But illegal immigrants 
won’t be discouraged by stricter 
immigration requirements – they 
weren’t getting in by meeting the 
old ones anyway. 

Also, the job market is far 
from static. The current bill will 
set immigration criteria for the 
next 14 years, so if science and 
engineering jobs dry up, there 
could be a lot of highly educated 
taxi drivers floating around in 
the next decade.

I won’t pretend to be quali-
fied enough to solve everything 
that is wrong in immigration 
today, but I know there must be 
alternative solutions. America 
is a nation of immigrants, and I 
just don’t see the value in such a 
biased system. 

After all, what’s inscribed on 
the Statue of Liberty isn’t “give 
me your smart, your skilled, your 
well-connected professionals 
toting graduate degrees.” 

Once, the U.S. was the coun-
try people immigrated to when 
they had no hope elsewhere. If 
this bill passes as stands, the 
U.S. could very well become the 
country people have no hope of 
immigrating to.

Gigi Murad
4th year Management

“Blood Diamond.”

BUZZ
Around the Campus
What is the best movie 
you have seen this 

summer?

Photos by Robert Combier

Lizzy Smith
3rd year Biology

“Knocked Up.”

Julie Fariss
3rd year ISYE

“Shrek the Third.”

Jackie Hicks
3rd year Management

“Pirates of the Caribbean: At 
World’s End.”

Letter Submission Policy
 The Technique welcomes all letters to the 
editor and will print letters on a timely and 
space-available basis. Letters may be  mailed 
to Georgia Tech Campus Mail Code 0290, 
emailed to editor@technique.gatech.edu or 
hand-delivered to room 137 of the Student 
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New bill offers amnesty to the educated
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What’s 
    On?WEEK
OF
9.1 - 9.7

www.gtcn.gatech.edu
The Georgia Tech Cable Network

   

   

Have Some Fun What’s 
    On?WEEK
OF
6.8- 6.14

fri.
6.8

sat.
6.9

 12:00 The Holiday 
   2:30 Marie Antoinette
      5:00          UVA Newsmakers
      5:30          Poetry at Tech
     7:00 The Holiday
   9:30 Flyboys
 12:00 Marie Antoinette
     2:00 The Holiday

   12:00 Flyboys
     2:30 The Holiday
     5:00 Marie Antoinette
     7:00 The Holiday
     9:30  Marie Antoinette
   11:30 Flyboys
     2:00  Marie Antoinette

 12:00 Marie Antoinette
   2:00 The Holiday
    4:30  Flyboys
   7:00 The Holiday
    9:30  Flyboys
  12:00 Marie Antoinette
     2:00  The Holiday

  12:00 The Holiday
     2:00           Flyboys
    4:30           Poetry at Tech 
    6:30  Campus Calendar  
    7:00  The Holiday
   9:30  Marie Antoinette
 11:30 Flyboys
    2:00  Marie Antoinette

  12:00 Classic GTCN
   2:00  Flyboys
    4:30  Campus Calendar
    5:00          Poetry at Tech
    7:00  The Holiday
   9:30 Flyboys
 12:00 Marie Antoinette
    2:00    The Holiday

 12:00 Flyboys
   2:30 Marie Antoinette
     4:30         Cars That Think   
     5:00  Poetry at Tech 
      7:00 The Holiday
   9:30 Marie Antoinette
 11:30 The Holiday
   2:00  Flyboys

   12:00 Classic GTCN 
   2:00 The Holiday
   4:30 Sandwiches You 
        Will Like
   6:00 Campus Calendar
   7:00 The Holiday
   9:30 Flyboys
 12:00 Marie Antoinette
   2:00 The Holiday

sun. 
6.10

mon.
6.11

tue. 
6.12

  wed. 
6.13

  thur. 
6.14

cable television

video productiondi
gi

ta
l m

ed
ia gtcn

t h e  g e o r g i a  t e c h  c a b l e  n e t w o r k

Get Your
  School On

mon., tue. & thurs. 

wed. & fri.

GTCN

      6:00 ECE 6322 

   

      6:00 ISYE 6413
   8:00 Math 6701 

   

June Movies On GTCN!
Flyboys

The Holiday

Marie Antoinette
Marie Antoinette became a symbol for the extravagance of the 
monarchy, but eventually was stripped of her riches,  imprisoned and 
beheaded by her own subjects during the French Revolution.

Amanda is an American woman with the same man troubles as Iris 
who is across the pond. When they meet online they decide to swap 
houses for the Christmas holiday and discover that a change of 
address really can change your life. 

It’s 1917 and England and France are slugging it out in the trenches 
with the Germans when the airplane becomes the newest war 
weapon. A group of young Americans then joined the war effort as 
the first U.S. fighter pilots known as the Lafayette Escadrille whose 
exploits and heroism became legend. 

Starring: Jean Reno and James Franco

Starring: Kirsten Dunst, Jason Schwartzman 
and Molly Shannon

Starring: Cameron Diaz, Kate Winslet, 
Jude Law and Jack Black 

 20

   

Read any good books
lately?

Nationally acclaimed poet and 
poetry teacher, Thomas Lux, 
leads the Georgia Tech campus 
through all the passion and joy 
of discovering poetry.

Watch Poetry at Tech
weekdays on GTCN 21! 

GEORGIA TECH CABLE NETWORK OF
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PHOTOGRAPHY FLIES HIGH
Annie Leibovitz’s renowned photograhy 
graces the walls of the High Museum of Art, 
featuring a range of subjects and styles. Page 9

TENNIS SERVES UP HISTORIC WIN
Women’s tennis won the NCAA championship 
by defeating UCLA. The historic win secured the 
school’s first NCAA title in any sport. Page 12

By Aileen Li
Staff Writer

The war against trans fat has 
taken over restaurants and grocery 
stores across the country as the lat-
est battle in Americans’ struggle to 
maintain heart-healthy, obesity-free 
lives. But what is the truth behind 
this fat, which has taken over bread 
and carbs as the new villain on the 
health block?

Many things in life are two-
sided and fat is no exception. While 
unsaturated fat is a main source of 
energy for the body and aids in the 
digestion of many vitamins and 
carotenoids, saturated fats and 
trans fats raise harmful low den-
sity lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol 
levels in blood and serve as a major 

Dining keeps trans fat off tables

By Gilbert Cha / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Students pause to make their food selections in a line at Brittain dining hall. Tech’s food provider, Sodexho, guarantees that all of its of-
ferings are trans fat free, so students can eat healthily on campus. Trans fat has been shown to increase risk of coronary heart disease.

See Trans Fat, page 8

Health hazard

contributor to many forms of heart 
disease and cancer.

In 2003, the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) issued a 
regulation requiring manufactur-
ers to list trans fats on nutrition 
facts tables. In 2006, many states 
banned restaurants from using 
trans fats altogether. As it turns out, 
studies have shown that the use of 
trans fat is correlated with elevated 
risks of getting coronary heart dis-
eases, diabetes, obesity, cancer and 
infertility.

According to the FDA, trans 
fat is a type of saturated fat. The 
majority of trans fat is formed when 
liquid oils are made into solid fats 
like shortening and hard margarine; 
however, a small amount of trans fat 
is found naturally in animal-based 

foods like milk. Essentially, trans fat 
is made when hydrogen is added to 
vegetable oil. 

Before the invention of trans fats, 
people cooked with lard, palm oil or 
butter, which are high in saturated 
fat. When research showed that satu-
rated fat increased the level of LDL 
cholesterol, manufacturers started 
using a healthier alternative—veg-
etable oils. However, according to 
www.HealthCastle.com, liquid 
vegetable oils go rancid easily. Sci-
entists began to hydrogenate liquid 
oils so the food processed with them 
could have a better shelf life. As a 
result, trans fat was born.

According to the Health and Diet 
Center, there is no official recom-
mended daily allowance for trans 
fats, but the suggested daily limit 

provided by many doctors is two 
grams per day. While that may sound 
like a lot, more than 40 percent of the 
products in an average supermarket 
contain trans fats and many restau-
rants and fast-food chains fry with 
partially hydrogenated oils.

In addition, the FDA also allows 
food manufacturers to label any 
product that has less than 0.5 grams 
of trans fat per serving as trans-fat- 
free. So while a package may claim to 
have “zero trans fat per serving,” the 
customer could still be consuming 
some trans fat. 

According to Tech’s Wellness 
Center, no more than 10 percent of 
daily dietary fat should come from 
saturated or trans fat.

Students head to nearby parks for cheap summer fun
By Levi Kafka

Contributing Writer

Summer term has arrived. For 
Tech students, that means a short-
ened semester with longer class 
periods, followed by free time to 
enjoy Atlanta’s green spaces.

Nearby Centennial Olympic 
Park and Piedmont Park each offer 
facilities and events beyond the Tech 
campus. Better yet, most of their 
offerings are free, which should be 
a relief to perennially cash-strapped 
students.

Piedmont

Nestled in the houses and shops of 
midtown, Piedmont Park has served 
as Atlanta’s backyard for nearly 103 
years. South of Clara Meer, Oak 
Hill and the Meadow are excellent 
for jogging, touch football, ultimate 
frisbee or just laying in the sun. To 
the north lay playgrounds, the tennis 
center, a dog park, the swimming 
center and various administrative 

By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Centennial Olympic Park (above) offers fun, inexpensive entertain-
ment options that students can take advantage of this summer.

facilities. 
With the aid of numerous 

sponsors, Piedmont Park will be 
presenting its Screen on the Green 
festival through the end of June. 
Each Thursday at sunset, a classic 

movie will be shown on a massive 
screen. A different local band will  
open each showing.

“[It’s] a great excuse to get out-
side and curl up with your special 
someone,” said Robert Allen, a 

fourth-year Industrial Systems and 
Engineering major. 

99X and the Park Tavern will be 
presenting Unplugged in the Park, a 
series of Sunday night concerts free 
to those who are 21 and older. 

Dana Wolski, a fourth-year In-
dustrial Systems and Engineering 
major, offered some thoughts on this 
event. “The music is good, but it’s 
[unfair] that they don’t serve dollar 
drafts when it rains during a show,” 
Wolski said. 

Adjacent to the north edge of 
Piedmont Park is the Atlanta Bo-
tanical Garden, where people can 
explore the garden’s extensive indoor 
and outdoor plant collections. The 
special exhibits section currently 
feature carnivorous Asian pitcher 
plants. 

While summer is a great time to 
enjoy the park, some of the biggest 
events will take place a little later. 
Piedmont Park will host a benefit 
concert Sept. 8. The Dave Matthews 

See Parks, page 8

“[Screen on the 
Green is] a great 
excuse to get 
outside and curl up 
with your special 
someone.”

Robert Allen
Fourth-year ISYE

Worries about trans fats have 
swept the country, as cities and states 
have taken action to ban the health 
offender from restaurants and food 
manufacturers have taken care to 
include friendly “trans  fat free” labels 
on every package of product.

Given that trans fat can lead to 
coronary heart disease, diabetes, 
obesity, cancer and infertility, per-
haps everyone could benefit from 
being more conscious of their trans 
fat intake.

Some of the major food sources 
of trans fat for American adults are 
listed below, as reported by the Food 
and Drug Administration.

Cakes, cookies, crackers, 
pies, bread (40%)

Animal products (21%)

Margarine (17%)

Fried potatoes (8%)
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Place an ad!

100 HOUSING & 
REAL ESTATE

Why rent an apartment when you 
can lease a Home. Be one of the 1 st 
to live in the newest Live/Shop/Play 
community in the Vinings/Smyrna 
area-The Flats@West Village. Great 
2 bdrm/2 bath roommate plan condo 
for rent $1,695/mo. Ideal location with 
lots of extras. For more info visit us at 
www.RentUpscale.com or email at 
info@RentUpscale.com.

110 APTS/LOFTS/
ROOMS

Two bedroom condominium    
available on State Street near Georgia 
Tech campus. Great for graduate 
students! Rent is $1500 per month, 
which includes water, sewer, and trash 
pickup. Please call 404-607-0170 for 
details.

120 REAL ESTATE
For Sale Poncey-Highland Loft!     
Gated community popular with Emory & 
GA Tech students, professionals. SS Apps, 
Granite, Hardwoods, Skyline Views, 
Great Amenities! Only $159,000, $139 
HOAs! Anu: 678.361.2106, anu@kw.com 

Home Park home for sale-$269,900. 
2-3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Living Room, 
Eat-in Kitchen, Laundry Room. Off-
street parking. Back door to GA. 
Tech Contact Alana w/Prudential 
Georgia Realty Direct: 678-481-
1425. Main office: 404-266-8100. 
agilmore@prudentialgeorgia.com. 
Photos at www.1085 tumlinstreet.com 

600 EMPLOY-
MENT/JOBS

Paid, G-Rated Webcam Videos Needed 
New advice website looking for guys and 
girls 18-30 to webcam themselves at 
home asking for advice on a personal 
dilemma. $25 per 30-90 second videos. 
karensmith24@mac.com for more info. 

If you are a beautiful enthusiastic 
Marketing major looking for a full time 
outside sales and marketing long term 
career position, you can’t afford to 
miss this opportunity! Must have own 
late model auto. Salary plus great 
commission. Email current Resume to 
dhj.aec@usa.net

730 MISCELLA-
NEOUS SERVICES

$10 OFF STUDENT MASSAGE!!! 
Garden View Massage Deep Tissue/
Sports HEALTH INSURANCE DISCOUNTS 
Michael Hendrix, CNMT www.
gardenviewmassage.com 404-377-9854 

800 TRAVEL
Amelia Island Plantation, FL 
Beach rental, 3 BR 3 1/2 BA 2 story 
oceanfront villa $270 da/$1650 wk. 
Amenity fee & housekeeping incl 912 
355-8279 or mcwells@comcast.net Thank you for 

your support!

Place a 
classified 
ad in the 
Technique!

GATECHCLASSIFIEDS.COM

Trans Fat from page 7
“I don’t really pay attention to 

trans fat when I’m choosing what I 
eat. Given a choice between a trans 
fat food and an equally delicious 
alternative sitting right next to it, 
I’d choose the alternative. Otherwise 
it wouldn’t make a difference,” said 
William Morgan, a second-year Civil 
Engineering major.

Tech’s food provider, Sodexho, 
announced its conversion to trans-
fat-free foods more than a year ago. 
According to its news release in 
February, Sodexho’s goal is to help 
their customers’ intake of trans fat 
be as low as possible by replacing the 
major sources of dietary trans fat with 
heart-healthy alternatives. 

“All the dining places on cam-
pus, which include all the dining 
halls, the Student Center, Jackets 
and so on, all use Sodexho as the 
food provider, so we don’t use trans 
fat in the foods,” said Tom Shram, 
the director of operations of Tech 
Dining Services.

Today, most  experts recommend 
the use of alternatives like olive and 
sunflower oils to reduce the risk of 
heart disease, since they contain 
healthier unsaturated fats.

Ramblin’ Wreck proves helluva song
“Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia Tech”

I’m a Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia Tech, and a hell of an engineer
A helluva, helluva, helluva, helluva, helluva engineer
Like all the jolly good fellows, I drink my whiskey clear.
I’m a Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia Tech and a hell of an engineer
Oh, if I had a daughter, sir,
I’d dress her in white and gold,
And put her on the campus
To cheer the brave and bold.
But if I had a son, sir,
I’ll tell you what he’d do—
He’d yell: ‘To hell with Georgia!’
Like his daddy used to do.
Oh, I wish I had a barrel of rum,
and sugar three thousand pounds
A college bell to put it in,
And a clapper to stir it round.
I’d drink to all the good fellows,
who come from far and near.
I’m a ramblin’, gamblin’, hell of an engineer!

By Andrew Guyton
Staff Writer

Anyone at Tech can recognize 
its fight song, the “Ramblin’ Wreck 
from Georgia Tech.” Its catchy tune, 
brazen lyrics and rich history make 
it as much a part of Tech life and 
tradition as Buzz and stealing the 
T. But where does the song come 
from?

Its history 
starts with the 
old drink ing 
song “Son of a 
Gambolier,” a 
lament to one’s 
own poverty. 

The song was 
popular long 
be fore  Tec h 
opened ;  t he 
earliest college 
to adopt it was 
Dickson College 
in the 1850s, 
which modified it to reference their 
college bell with the lines “I wish I 
had a barrel of rum/and sugar three 
hundred pounds,/The college bell 
to mix it in,/The clapper to stir it 
round.” The Colorado School of 
Mines adapted it in the late 1870s, 
naming it “The Mining Engineer” 
and singing “I’m a rambling wreck 

Band will headline the event, with the 
Allman Brothers Band opening. 

Centennial

A few blocks down Techwood 
Drive is Centennial Olympic Park, 
which has fun offerings as well.

The Fountain of Rings, Cen-
tennial’s trademark feature, has 
been improved over the winter. 
The fountain is programmed to 
run in conjunction with a variety of 
songs, which vary between shows. 
The shows run four times a day, at 
12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. “I love to cool down in 
the fountain when I get a chance,” 
said Meg Smith, a third-year Biology 
and Chemistry double major.

Centennial Park has two free mu-
sic series this summer, Music@Noon 
and the Wednesday WindDown. 
Music@Noon is a series of free 
concerts from noon to 1 p.m. every 
Tuesday and Thursday through 
October. Wednesday WindDown 
concerts take place between 5:30 
p.m. and 8 p.m. every Wednesday.

Parks from page 7

By Jason Ossey / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Students cheer on the Jackets at football games to the rolicking 
notes of the “Ramblin’ Wreck,” Tech’s time-honored fight song.

from Golden Tech, a helluva 
engineer….A shooting, fighting, 
dynamiting, mining engineer.” 
Many other colleges adopted it as 
well, but no version is as close to the 
“Ramblin’ Wreck” as “The Mining 
Engineer.” 

In 1895, Charles Ives, the first 
uniquely American composer, wrote 
a melody for the song.

Then came 
Tech,  which 
opened its doors 
to students in 
1888. According 
to Howard D. 
Cutter, a mem-
ber of the class 
of 1892, Tech’s 
version of the 
song was first 
sung by a stu-
dent to cheer on 
the Engineers to 
victory against 
UGA’s baseball 

team in  an 1890 game.
The song became the school’s 

official fight song in 1905 and the 
lyrics were published in Tech’s first-
ever yearbook in 1908.

Michael A. Greenblatt, Tech’s 
first bandmaster, heard the band 
playing the fight song to Charles Ives’ 
tune and wrote the first arrangement 

and score of the song around 1912. 
Greenblatt’s successor, Frank Ro-
man, wrote and copyrighted a new 
adaptation for the song that included 
trumpet flourishes. Roman’s version, 
or something close to it, is the song 
that Tech students know and love.

The new song then enjoyed great 
popularity and a meteoric rise to 
fame. In 1920, then-student Ar-
thur Murray organized the world’s 
first radio dance, which featured 
the “Ramblin’ 
Wreck.” In 1925, 
the Columbia 
Gra mophone 
Company be-
gan selling a re-
cording of Tech 
songs which in-
cluded “Ram-
blin’ Wreck.” 
The song became 
“ i m m e n s e l y 
popular” accord-
ing to sources; it 
gained incred-
ible fame when 
Tech’s Glee Club sung it on the Ed 
Sullivan Show in 1953.

As impressive as that was, it 
was even more amazing when it 
was sung by vice president Richard 
Nixon and Nikita Khrushchev to 
ease tension at their 1959 meeting 
in Moscow. Nixon didn’t know any 
Russian songs, but Khrushchev 
knew “Ramblin’ Wreck” from the 

Ed Sullivan Show. The song has 
also appeared in other places: Tim 
Holt sang it in His Kind of Woman 
(1951); John Wayne whistled it in 
The High and the Mighty (1954); 
Gregory Peck sang it in The Man in 
the Gray Flannel Suit (1956). It was 
also the first school fight song to be 
played in space.

In 1998, a 19-member Diversity 
Task Force chaired by Stephanie Ray, 
associate dean of students and di-

rector of Diver-
sity Programs, 
proposed that 
changes should 
be made to the 
fight song be-
cause it discrimi-
nated against 
women. Faced 
with vocal op-
position from 
students and 
alumni, how-
ever, the task 
force abandoned 
the effort.

The most recent development has 
been the student body’s adoption of 
the cheer “Fight! Win! Drink! Get 
naked!” at the end of the song. 

Relatively few Tech students 
know the storied history behind the 
fight song. The next time you pump 
your fist in the air while cheering for 
Tech sports, you’ll know more about 
what you’re singing.

...Tech’s version of 
the song was first 
sung by a student 
to cheer on the 
Engineers to victory 
against UGA’s 
baseball team in an 
1890 game.

The most recent 
development has 
been the student 
body’s adoption of 
the cheer “Fight! 
Win! Drink! Get 
naked!” at the end 
of the song.
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said that these three guys he was 
working with were really funny and 
that I should look at them for SNL... 
so I did,” Michaels said. 

He signed the Lonely Island guys 
to create digital shorts for the show, 
and in 2005 Samberg was added to 
the SNL cast while Taccone and 
Schaffer became part of the team 
of SNL writers.

“This was the first time that ex-
clusively SNL talent was hired to 
make a movie, with a regular cast 
member as the star, a guy who 
is exclusively an SNL director 
and a writer from the show,” 
Producer John Goldwyn said.

The movie, originally written 
for Will Ferrell, was easily adapted 
to the strengths of Sam-
berg when it became 
apparent that Ferrell 
was completely 
booked. 

Accord-
ing 

Dick in a Box star rises to fame on big screen

By Lindsay Deal
 Entertainment Editor

You may not know the name Andy 
Samberg, but you probably know a 
thing or two about the Saturday Night 
Live (SNL) digital short “Dick in a 
Box” (the notable spoof of an early-
‘90s R&B band featuring Samberg 
and Justin Timberlake).

Samberg, currently in his second 
season as an SNL cast member,  is 
now making his debut on the silver 
screen in what may be the first-ever 
all-SNL film, Hot Rod. He plays 
title character and stuntman Rod 
Kimble; sharing the limelight with 
Samberg are his friends Jorma Tac-
cone, who stars as Rod’s brother 
Kevin, and Akiva Schaffer, who 
directs the film.

Samberg, Schaffer and Taccone 
have been friends since attending 
middle school together in Berkeley, 
Calif. In 2000 the trio began writ-
ing, directing and producing their 
signature blend of comedy on their 
website www.thelonelyisland.com. 
(In case you were wondering, the  
name comes from an apartment 
they shared, which they called 
“The Lonely Island.”) 

When writing skits for 
the MTV Music Awards, 
the Lonely Island crew met 
up with Jimmy Fallon, who 
passed their name along to 
SNL creator Lorne Michaels.

“I got a call from Jimmy. He 

By Emily Chambers
Opinions Editor

The first photograph on the left 
wall of the High Museum of Art’s 
exhibition of Annie Leibovitz’s pho-
tography is of a woman clad in a full 
bodysuit of black leather.  Potential 
perversions and fetishes aside, the 
image seems oddly relaxed. Leibovitz 
manages to utilize a studio setting 
and a rather sensual wardrobe choice 
without appearing pornographic 
or tense, instead highlighting the 
flowing pose of her subject and the 
evident comfort of the setting. 

That graphic image is one of 
the many shots in the exhibit from 
Leibovitz’s time working for Vanity 
Fair magazine, a period that can be 
recalled for producing famous photos 
of Brad Pitt, Nicole Kidman and the 
very pregnant Demi Moore. 

“I think what’s interesting there, 
once you go through the show and 
start to try and compute  the differ-
ent people in front of her camera, it’s 
quite amazing, because it’s such a 
wide array,” said Julian Cox, Curator 
of Photography at the High.

 There are photographs of the 
Bush cabinet ironically placed side 
by side with a similar image, not of 
a presidential staff, but instead of 

Photo exhibit opens at the High

Andy Samberg snags title role in first all-SNL film, Hot Rod
to Goldwyn, a number of actors 
and directors were considered, but 
Samberg’s enthusiasm for the role 
stuck out. 

“When Andy Samberg, who was 
in his first season on SNL read it, he 
went to Lorne [Michaels] and said, 
‘I love this script and I really want 
to do it,’” Goldwyn said.

And he got it.  In the 
role of Rod Kimble, 

Samberg plays  
an unemployed, 
self-proclaimed 
stuntman  liv-
ing at home 
w i t h  h i s 
mother Marie 
(Sissy Spacek), 

his abusive 
stepfather 

Frank 

Michael Moore’s film crew. 
But the exhibit is not all serious. 

Across the room from the aforemen-
tioned group portraits there are two 
shots of very famous movie stars 
(“actor” would be a stretch).  R2D2 

and one of the battle droids from 
George Lucas’s Attack of the Clones 
had the privilege of appearing in 
front of Leibovitz’s camera, and their 
metallic portraits add levity to the 
vast collection of photographs.

The exhibit highlights not only 

Leibovitz’s professional work but 
also includes personal snapshots of 
her friends and family. 

“The revelation of the exhibit is 
the personal work, which has never 
been seen before...These personal 
photos are grouped throughout 
the exhibit to show that her private 
life affected her professional work,” 
Cox said.  

The personal snapshots, which 
are smaller and predominantly 
black and white images, show both 
the highs and lows of Leibovitz’s 
family life. 

In impressively honest frames, 
Leibovitz presents both the birth of 
her daughter Sarah, and the descent 
and eventual death of her companion 
and lover Susan Sontag due to a 
prolonged battle with cancer. 

“The ‘snapshots’ are a style of 
photography that I have always 
done. I have been taking report-
age-type pictures my whole life,”  
Leibovitz  said in a press release 
from the High. 

Cox described some of the chal-
lenges she faced when designing the 
exhibit. “There are a number of large 
scale, sort of billboard size black and 
white photographs, and those were 
hard to place because they are so big, 
and dominated the space.” 

Sudoku puzzle
6 9 8

8 3

3 5 1

5 4 7

1 9 8

4 9 1 5

4 1

5 7 2

3 2 9 7

Unfortunately, the landscapes, 
the final photographs of the exhibit,  
are slightly disappointing, especially 
compared to the rest of her work.  

While her skill remains evident 
throughout the exhibit, the final 
frames seem out of focus and im-
personal.   

Ending on these frames, with 
their absence of humanity, seems 

to contradict the personal focus 
brought in by the inclusion of her 
family photos. 

Despite the disappointing last 
images, the final impression of the 
exhibit is a positive one. Leibovitz 
“is so well known, and has been at 
the top of her field for 35 years,” Cox 
said, and the exhibit is a tribute to 
her excellence.

“...once you go 
through the show 
and start to try 
and compute the 
different people in 
front of her camera, 
it’s quite amazing, 
because it’s such a 
wide array.”

Julian Cox
Curator of Photography, 
High Museum of Art 

Annie Leibovitz’s images on display

(Ian McShane) and his brother Kevin 
(Jorma Taccone). 

Rod has grown up believing 
that his father, a stuntman for Evil 
Knievel, died in his prime, so Rod 
is convinced he has bravery in his 
blood.

 When his stepfather gets sick 
and requires a $50,000 operation, 
Rod takes it upon himself to raise 
the money by attempting his biggest 
stunt ever—jumping his motocross 
bike over 15 buses—one more than 
Evel Knievel himself ever did. But  
he only wants Frank to get better so 
he can kick his ass, thereby earning 
his stepfather’s respect. 

With a Napoleon Dynamite feel, 
the set and costumes of Hot Rod are 
intentionally unexciting, often pay-
ing tribute to the fashion  nightmare 
that was the ‘80s. 

“It’s kind of enhanced mediocrity, 
an interesting blandness... a stylized 
nothingness. It does have a bit of 

a ‘70s-’80s feel to it, a kind of 
stuck-in-the-past-ness that 

shows up in the de-
cor,” said 
Stephen 
Altman, 
t h e 
f i l m ’s 
p r o -

duction 
designer.  

“Everyone carries an awkward 
12-year-old around inside them. 
When it peeks out every now and 

TECH AVOIDS TRANS FATS
Tech makes it a priority to avoid trans 
fat in all dining hall foods in an effort 
to keep meals healthy. Page 7

BASEBALL DISAPPOINTS
The baseball team failed to secure a 
berth into the NCAAs for the first 
time since 1999.  Page 12

then we’re ashamed and embarrassed. 
This movie celebrates that lameness... 
that awkwardness,” Schaffer said.

 According to Michaels, Hot Rod  
is a physical comedy with a decidedly 
American vibe. 

“It’s a sort of uniquely American 
kind of comedy because most other 
cultures would try to sneak some-
thing worthwhile into the mix. I’m 
a big fan of physical comedy. As a 
writer, you spend forever getting the 
exact word, the perfect humorous 
dialogue, and then somebody runs 
into a wall, and you’re laughing twice 
as hard,” Michaels said. But after 
watching the film,  you have to won-
der if  Michaels is gently implying 
that only Americans have a sense of 
humor unrefined enough to find the  
contrived slapstick comedy of Hot 
Rod  entertaining, with its 20-plus 
stunts and what is likely the longest 
fall in cinematic history. 

“It was the smartest dumb movie 
we could make. It was so goofy,” 
Schaffer said.   

He hopes that one day Hot Rod 
will have a place among the comedy 
classics that have inspired the Lonely 
Island guys, including Ace Ventura, 
Caddyshack, and Airplane!. Lofty 
aspirations for sure, but if the group’s  
base of Internet fans  shows anywhere 
near the level of interest they have 
for “Dick in a Box,” (currently the 
number five all-time most watched 
video on Youtube.com), the film is 
likely to be a big hit.
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SOME FUN IN THE SUN
Tech students looking to get away from 
the stress of summer classes can look to the 
local parks for some fun.  Page 7

WHAT’S A RAMBLIN’ WRECK?
Th e familiar song played at football 
games has a long and rich history, which 
extends beyond the football fi eld. Page 8
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The women’s tennis team gathers around their trophy after earning Tech’s fi rst NCAA Championship title in 
school history.  Alison Silverio earned the title of tournament MVP  and was named to the all-tournament team.

Women’s Tennis wins fi rst NCAA title
By Hahnming Lee

Sports Editor

Th e women’s tennis team defeated 
UCLA in Athens, Ga., May 22 to 
capture their fi rst NCAA National 
Championship.

Th e championship is also Tech’s 
fi rst-ever NCAA team championship 
in any sport. Tech’s football team has 
claimed four national champion-
ships, but the titles were awarded 
through wire service polls and are 
not championships sanctioned by 
the NCAA.

“For us to get the fi rst [cham-
pionship] for [Tech] is special to 
me because I went to school here. 
[Tech] always has a special place in 
my heart,” said Head Coach Bryan 
Shelton.

Tech did not get off  to a good 
start, with UCLA winning the 
doubles point. Th e teams of Kristi 
Miller and Whitney McCray and 
Alison Silverio and Amanda Crad-
dock both lost their matches by an 
identical score of 8-3 to give UCLA 
the early lead.

Th e Jackets stormed back in 
singles play, winning four of the 
team’s fi ve  matches. Miller,  Silverio, 
Amanda McDowell and Christy 
Striplin all won their matches.

Silverio clinched the match at the 
No. 2 singles spot with a 7-5, 5-7, 
6-1 win over Tracy Lin. Th e back-
and-forth contest drew a great deal 
of attention in the latter half of the 
match between Tech and UCLA, 
with both teams knowing that this 
point would be likely to decide the 
national championship.

In the third set, both teams 
gathered on opposite sides of the 
court to cheer on the two remain-
ing players. Silverio quickly won the 
third set to seal the winning point 
and the title.

Miller bounced back from a 
tough loss in the semifi nals to win 

in straight sets. She helped tie the 
score for Tech, evening it up at 2 a 
piece.

Striplin won 
her match in 
three sets at the 
No. 5 singles 
spot to put the 
Jackets up 3-2, 
giving Tech a 
lead it would 
keep through 
the end of the 
match.

McDowe l l 
excelled in her 
match at No. 4 
and won her 10th straight match. She 
was undefeated in the tournament, 

Baseball not chosen for NCAAs

 By Brian Casey /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

Matt Wieters makes a play in a game against FSU. The junior was 
recently named to the All-American team for the second time.

By William Bretherton
Senior Staff  Writer

Th is season, the Tech baseball 
team missed the NCAA tournament 
for the fi rst time since 1999. Th e 
Jackets had a 32-25 record, 15-14 
in the ACC. Since 1985, the Jackets 
have missed the tournament just 
twice. Th e Jackets compiled a 38-20 
record in the 1999 campaign. 

Tech’s exclusion from the tour-
nament came as a surprise to many.  
Larry Templeton, selection commit-
tee chairman, held a post-selection 
chat and explained some of the 
justifi cations for the notable teams 
that were left out and the bubble 
teams that did make it in.

“Th e committee struggled a long 
time with teams from the ACC. At 
the end of the day, we’re trying to 
fi gure out if there was another ACC 
team we wanted to take off  the board 
to put there, even though the number 
of teams from each conference was 
not part of our criteria.... I think their 
non-conference RPI and their last 
fi fteen games along with their No. 
7 ranking in the ACC just did not 
get them over the hump. I would say 

it’s not a criterion that the number 
of teams can or can’t be in from a 
certain conference. Subconsciously, 
we had a diffi  cult decision at the 
very end when we compared [Tech] 
with teams across the country,” 
Templeton said.

While Tech lost eight out of 

their last nine games, the Jackets 
played against some of the toughest 
competition in the country. 

To fi nish the season, the Jackets 
played four games against North 
Carolina (Tech went 2-2 against the 
No. 3 national seed in the NCAA 
tournament), three against Florida 
State (three losses against the No. 6 
national seed), one against Virginia 

(another national seed), and one 
against N.C. State (another NCAA 
team). Most of the other bubble 
teams’ strength of schedules were 
much lower.

According to boydsworld.com,  
the Jackets’ had an RPI rating at No. 
29. Tech is the second-highest team 
in these rankings to miss the tourna-
ment. Oklahoma, ranked ahead of 
Tech at No. 27, had a losing record 
in their conference at 11-16. 

According to the same site, the 
Jackets also had a No. 57 ranked 
strength of schedule. Meanwhile, 
teams like Troy and Memphis, 
squads that received at-large bids, 
were ranked No. 88 and No. 93 on 
the same list.

Wrapping up the Jackets’ fi nal 
games of the season in the ACC 
Tournament, Tech fi nished with a 
record of 1-2 in tournament play, 
facing off  against North Carolina, 
N.C. State and Virginia. 

After their upset of North Caro-
lina, Tech lost the next two games. 
If Tech had won against UVA, they 
would have fi nished 2-1  and would 
have held the tiebreaker to get to the 
championship game. 

winning all six of her singles matches. 
Th e freshman from Atlanta lost 

just 10 games in 
the tournament. 
She also ended 
the season with 
11 consecutive 
wins.

At the con-
clusion of the 
tou rna ment , 
Silverio, Mc-
Dowe l l  a nd 
Striplin were 
all named to the 
all-tournament 
singles team. 

Silverio was also named MVP of 
the tournament.

“It’s been an unbelievable four 
years. I came into this program and 
we were ranked No. 42, and now 
we’re No. 1,” Silverio said.

Coach Bryan Shelton was  named 
the ITA Coach of the Year the same 
day Tech captured the title.

Th e National Championship is 
Tech’s second of the year, winning 
the ITA Indoor National Champion-
ship earlier in the year after defeating  
Stanford in the semifi nals. Th e win 
ended the Cardinals’ 89-game win-
ning streak. 

After starting the regular sea-
son 8-4 and losing their fi rst ACC 
conference match against Clemson, 
the Jackets won 21 straight games 
to fi nish the season.

the
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Th e golf team fi nished eighth at 

the NCAA tournament this past 
weekend, playing to a combined 
score of 11 strokes over par. Fresh-
man Chesson Hadley tied for fourth 
and sophomore Cameron Tringale 
tied for ninth in the individual 
standings. 

Earlier in the tournament, senior 
Roberto Castro was named a co-re-
cipient of the Byron Nelson award 
(awarded to the top graduating 
senior golfer). Chesson, Tringale 
and Castro were also all named to 
the PING All-South Region team. 
Castro and Tringale were named 
to the All-American second team 
while Chesson gained an honorable 
mention.

 

 10 
 
Tech sent 10 members of the track 

and fi eld team to compete in the 
NCAAs this week in Sacramento. 
Four members of the men’s team 
and six of the women’s qualifi ed 
for the competition. Th ree of the 
male athletes are making their fi rst 
appearance at the tournament. 
Tech has athletes qualifi ed in eight 
events held during the course of the 
championships. 

Notable athletes include All-
American Ashlee Kidd, who will 
compete in the 400-meter dash, and 
60-meter hurdle national champion 
Shantia Moss, who is aiming for a 
second national championship in  
the 100-meter hurdles. 

theby   numbers

“We had a diffi cult 
decision... when we 
compared [Tech] with 
other teams.”

Larry Templeton
Selection Committee Chair

“It’s been an 
unbelievable four 
years. I came into 
this program and we 
were ranked No. 42 
...now we’re No. 1.”

Alison Silverio
Senior,  Tennis
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