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 ASK AWAY

Is there any 
update on 
Junior’s returning 
to campus? 

Here’s the scoop, 
according to Rich Steele, 
acting executive direc-
tor for Auxiliary Services: 
“Capital Planning and Space 
Management is working 
with Auxiliary Services and 
campus stakeholders to 
determine the future use of 
the Bradley Building where 
Junior’s Grill was located. 
With that said, Tommy 
Klemis, the owner of Junior’s,  
would love to find a partner 
to help recreate the concept 
and keep a 63-year brand/ 
tradition alive. We will con-
tinue to have regular dialogue 
with Tommy and are sup-
portive of his initiatives.”                  

Have a Tech-related  
question that you’d like 
answered? Email it to  
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

??

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

In response to a directive from the Governor’s 
Office of Planning and Budget, the University 
System Board of Regents has directed all system 
institutions to develop and submit a plan for a 2 
percent reduction in their state appropriations, both 
for the current fiscal year 2012 and the following 
fiscal year 2013.   

While state revenue collections have been positive for the last 
14 months, state officials remain cautious. Over the summer, 
state agencies — the University System of Georgia included — 
were requested to develop a plan to return 2 percent of their 
state appropriation for each of the next two budget cycles. For 
the University System, a 2 percent reduction equates to a cut of 
$34.8 million for FY 2012; of this, $4.2 million will come from 
Georgia Tech.

“Even though state revenues are expected to grow moder-
ately, our biggest challenge, now and in the foreseeable future, 
is resources,” said President G. P. “Bud” Peterson. “The global 
recession continues to present challenges at the federal, state 
and local levels, impacting us here at Georgia Tech like every-
one else.”

To accommodate the state’s request, Peterson said a portion 

Tech Prepares  
for 2 Percent  
Budget Reduction

BUDGET, continued on page 3

ABBY ROBINSON
RESEARCH NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS

A little vibration can be a good 
thing for people who need a sensi-
tive touch.  

Researchers at Georgia Tech have 
developed a glove with a special fingertip 
designed to improve the wearer’s sense of 
touch. Applying a small vibration to the 
side of the fingertip improves tactile sensi-
tivity and motor performance, according to 
their results.

Previous research has shown that adding 
an appropriate amount of white noise — a 
concept called “stochastic resonance” — 
can improve sight, hearing, balance control 
and touch, but the white noise had not 
been incorporated into a wearable device. 
The Georgia Tech prototype is believed 
to be the first wearable stochastic reso-
nance device, attaching to the fingertip to 
improve the sense of touch.

“This device may one day be used to 
assist individuals whose jobs require 
high-precision manual dexterity or those 
with medical conditions that reduce their 
sense of touch,” said Jun Ueda, an assis-
tant professor in the School of Mechanical 
Engineering.

Ueda worked with Minoru Shinohara, 

an associate professor in the School of 
Applied Physiology, and visiting scholar 
Yuichi Kurita to design the device and test 
its capabilities on a small group of healthy 
individuals.

The device uses an actuator made of a 
stack of lead zirconate titanate layers to 
generate high-frequency vibration. The 
ceramic layers are piezoelectric, which 

means they vibrate when an electrical 
charge is applied to them. The actuator is 
attached to the side of the fingertip so that 
the palm-side of the finger remains free and 
the individual wearing the glove can con-
tinue to manipulate objects.

For this study, the researchers attached 

Glove Could Improve One’s Sense of Touch

GLOVE, continued on page 2NEWS BRIEFS

Undergrad Rankings 
Remain Among 
Nation’s Best

Georgia Tech 
sustained its 
top-10 rank-
ing among 
public uni-
versities, 

according to the recently 
released U.S. News & World 
Report’s Best Colleges for 
undergraduates rankings. 
Tech, ranked 7th among 
public universities, has 
ranked in the top 10 of pub-
lic universities for more than 
a decade. Find out how Tech 
fared in other areas at 

http://tinyurl.com/rnkng 

Associate Professor of Applied Physiology Minoru Shinohara (left) conducts a single-point 
touch test on Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering Jun Ueda, who is wearing a 
glove designed to improve his sense of touch. 
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Campus Hosts Annual 
Student Career Fair

Last week, students lined up outside the Campus Recreation 
Center to attend the 2011 Georgia Tech Career Fair. This 
annual two-day event typically draws more than 5,000 students. 
Representatives from approximately 360 employers were in 
attendance at the 2011 fair, an increase of more than 10 percent 
from 2010. Companies were hiring for co-ops, internships and 
full-time positions.  

Transition
Implementation 
Teams Announced

The imple-
mentation 
teams for  
the Georgia 
Tech-
Savannah 
transition 
have been 

named. Learn more at               

http://tinyurl.com/5w4vnk8
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ARTS & 
CULTURE

September 28 to 
October 2 
DramaTech Theater presents the 
eighth annual Black Box Comedy 
Festival, celebrating 23 years of 
improv comedy at Georgia Tech with 
one of Atlanta’s largest comedy fes-
tivals. Visit the following website for 
times, locations and ticket info: 
http://dramatech.org

September 30 
Project Trio, a high-energy music 
ensemble, will perform at the amphite-
ater next to the Ferst Center (weather 
permitting) at noon and 5 p.m. Call 
404-894-2787 for tickets. 
www.ferstcenter.gatech.edu

CONFERENCES 
AND LECTURES

September 21
As part of the IMPACT Speaker 
Series, Donna Hyland of Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta will give a talk 
at 4:30 p.m. in LeCraw Auditorium, 
College of Management.
www.ile.gatech.edu

September 22
As part of the Materials Research 
Science and Engineering Center’s 
seminar series, Apparao Rao of 
Clemson University will give a talk 
on “Optical Properties of CVD-grown 
Graphene” at 3 p.m. in room 1116, 
Marcus Nanotechnology Building. 
www.mrsec.gatech.edu

September 23
The School of Industrial Design wel-
comes Erik Bohemia, of Northumbria 
University, who will speak about his 
work and research projects in the field 
of industrial design, at 1 p.m. in the 
College of Architecture auditorium. 
www.coa.gatech.edu

September 27
Join Provost Rafael Bras, Jonathan 
Cole (former Columbia University 
provost and author of “The Great 
American University”) and a panel 
of educational innovators for the 
launch of the Center for 21st Century 
Universities from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Global Learning Center.
www.c21u.gatech.edu

September 29
The 10th annual Bourne Poetry 
Reading will feature Stephen Dobyns 
and Cynthia Cruz and begins at 7:30 
p.m. in the Kress Auditorium, Institute 
of Paper Science & Technology.
www.poetry.gatech.edu

As part of the Library’s Blended 
Research Speaker Series, a panel 
of Tech researchers will share 
their multidisciplinary research at 
“Brain Connections: Advances in 
Neuroscience” at 11 a.m. in the 
Library’s Neely Room.
www.library.gatech.edu

Family Weekend Isn’t Just for Students, Parents
AMELIA PAVLIK
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

You don’t have to have kids enrolled at Georgia Tech 
to get involved in this year’s Family Weekend events.    

“Family Weekend is very much a Tech community event. There 
are many opportunities, especially on Friday, for faculty and staff to 
get involved,” said Kimberly Sterritt, director of the Parents Program. 
“Attending a seminar or participating in a college/school reception is a 
great way to gain insight into what it’s like to be a student and to con-
nect with students and their families.”  

The goal of the weekend is to help families better understand the 
opportunities and experiences available to their students. However, 
another goal that Sterritt and her staff have for the weekend is to facil-
itate more interaction among students, parents, faculty and staff. 

“This weekend is an opportunity to reconnect with many of the 
families of first-year students I met during FASET orientation,” said 
Dean of Students and Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs John 
Stein, who regularly participates in the event. “In speaking with them, 
I can get a sense of how their sons and daughters are adjusting to 
being at Tech.”

This year’s Family Weekend will be held on Sept. 23 and 24, and 
will include a series of presentations, panel discussions and demon-
strations (held on Friday in the Global Learning Center) led by Tech 
faculty and staff members that focus on some of the following areas:   

•	Study abroad opportunities 

•	The Freshman Reading Project

•	Student success strategies

•	Managing growth on campus

On Friday afternoon, various colleges and schools will also host 
receptions across campus, which faculty and staff are encouraged to 
attend. The receptions are an opportunity for parents to ask questions 
regarding specific programs, Sterritt added. 

“Families enjoy meeting and talking to faculty and staff, and it’s a 
good opportunity to hear family members’ impressions of Tech and to 
answer their questions,” Stein added. 

To learn more, email familyweekend@vpss.gatech.edu.

        www.familyweekend.gatech.edu

the device to 10 healthy adult volunteers who performed common sen-
sory and motor skill tasks, including texture discrimination, two-point 
discrimination, single-point touch and grasp tests. The experimental 
results showed that the volunteers performed statistically better on all 
of the tasks when mechanical vibration was applied.

“All of the results showed that some mechanical vibration was better 
than none, but the level of vibration that statistically improved senso-
rimotor functions varied by test,” Ueda said.

The researchers are currently conducting experiments to determine 
the optimal amplitude and frequency characteristics of vibration and 
the influence of long-term exposure to vibrations. The researchers are 
also working on optimizing the design of the glove and testing the 
effect of attaching actuators to both sides of the fingertip or fingernail.

            http://tinyurl.com/3c9q6gr

GLOVE, continued from page 1

Fall Brings Changes to College, School Lineups
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

With the new semester come some changes to the 
administrative lineups of Georgia Tech’s colleges and 
schools.     

Joseph B. Hughes is stepping down as chair 
of the School of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering (CEE), effective Oct. 15.

Hughes, who has served as chair since 2003, 
will be returning to the faculty.  

“We are all deeply grateful to him for his 
many years of extraordinary service to the 
school and the college,” said Gary May, dean of 
the College of Engineering.

An interim chair of CEE will be appointed 
and a national search for a new chair will com-

mence soon, May said.
Sue Ann Bidstrup Allen has been appointed the new associ-

ate dean for faculty development and scholarship in the College of 
Engineering. Bidstrup Allen is a professor and the associate chair 
for strategic initiatives in the School of Chemical and Biomolecular 
Engineering.

“Sue Ann has a deep understanding of aca-
demic excellence as well as faculty needs,” May 
said. “While research and education is critical 
to the success of our college, it’s also imperative 
that we focus equally on professional develop-
ment of our faculty. She is ideally suited to fill 
this important role, which is focused to address 
the most pressing issues of one of our most 
important resources — our faculty.”

Professor Steven W. Usselman has been 
named the new chair of the School of History, 
Technology and Society in the Ivan Allen 
College of Liberal Arts. 

“Dr. Usselman has been highly effective in 
recruitment, in program development and 
in advancing interdisciplinary education and 
research across the Institute, the academy and 
beyond,” said Jacqueline J. Royster, dean of Ivan 
Allen College. “We are extremely pleased that 
Steve will be shaping the future of HTS and that 
he will join the leadership team.”

Usselman will assume his new responsibilities 

in January 2012.          

Dean of Students John Stein poses with Buzz at a pre-game tail-
gate party during Family Weekend. 

Joseph B. Hughes

Steven W. 
Usselman

Sue Ann 
Bidstrup Allen
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Campus News

REAL ESTATE/
ROOMMATES

5BR/2.5BA traditional home, 2,632 sq. 
ft., in Tucker. 15 miles to Tech. Updates: 
roof, HVAC, paint, windows, master 
bath, tree house, stone patio fire pit. 
Walk to Blue Ribbon Elementary school. 
$275K. MLS# 423504. Call 404-451-
6946 to view.

Walking distance to campus. Authentic 
NY-style 1BR/1BA loft from 1910 with 
10-ft. ceilings, concrete floors, mas-
sive columns and open space flooded 
with light from wall-to-wall windows. 
1,384 sq. ft. Located on top floor; stun-
ning views of Downtown and Midtown.  
$175,000. Contact hkuhn@resors.com.

Apartment w/ large master BR, free 
Internet, walk-in closet, private bath and 
hardwoods. Kitchen w/ new appliances, 
island. Patio/deck, parking, gated. W/D. 
$675/mo. West Midtown. 713-560-7460.

CLASSIFIEDS

Classifieds continue on page 4

THE WHISTLE • September 19, 2011 • PAGE 3

EVENTS

For a more comprehensive listing of 
events updated daily, visit  
www.gatech.edu/calendar.

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

October 3
A workshop on iMovie video editing 
software will be offered at 3 p.m. in 
the Library’s Homer Rice Center. 

www.library.gatech.edu

MISCELLANEOUS

September 21 
The Georgia Tech Faculty Women’s 
Club will host its annual open house 
at 11 a.m. in the President’s Suite, 
Student Success Center. All faculty 
wives and women faculty are invited. 
www.gtfwc.gatech.edu

September 22 
Tech’s Open Forum series will discuss 
“Religion: Separation of Church and 
State.” Open to all members of the 
campus community. The event begins 
at 11 a.m. and will be held in suite 
205, Clough Commons. 
http://gtopenforum.gatech.edu

October 1
A memorial service will be held for 
Robert Snyder, former professor and 
co-chair of the School of Materials 
Science and Engineering, from 1 to 
4 p.m. in the Gordy Room, Wardlaw 
Center. Please RSVP at 
http://tinyurl.com/3vkhkjt

The 13th annual Dream Mile 5K run/
walk will be held on the Tech campus.  
Proceeds go to Vibha and Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta. To register, con-
tact Samir at 404-348-8294 or go to   
www.dreammile.org

Every Thursday
Purchase local/organic food from a 
variety of vendors on Tech Walk from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
http://tinyurl.com/4ya5o9m

BUDGET, continued from page 1

Lighting Adjustments Lead to Energy Efficiency
GEORGIA TECH FACILITIES

Shutting off the lights when leaving a room and using 
more energy-efficient light bulbs are easy, but effective, 
ways to improve energy efficiency — especially at Tech.    

“One of our goals was to ensure that lights in campus com-
mon areas weren’t on unless the room was occupied,” said Michael 
Leasure, assistant director of energy conservation. “But the solution 
wasn’t as simple as someone flipping a switch, even though the end 
result involves even less thought than turning off a light switch.” 

Sometimes the light switch in the area wasn’t located at the 
entrance, so people couldn’t easily access it when coming and going.   
In some older campus buildings, lights were turned off and on by a 
breaker in a switch panel, so there was no light switch at all, Leasure 
added. 

The solution was to install an automated option that turns lights on 
if someone enters the area and off whenever an area is vacant for 15 
minutes, and keeps emergency exit lighting on at all times. 

Facilities also decided to change the light bulbs used in some build-
ings. Instead of using four T-12 fluorescent bulbs, they are currently 
upgrading fixtures so they can use two T-8 fluorescent bulbs. This 
requires gutting the light fixtures, installing new sockets for the bulbs 
and changing out the electronics that connect to the lights. 

“It’s amazing, but when we changed from the T-12 to T-8 bulbs, 
the light readings were almost identical before and after the change,” 
Leasure said. 

Funding for both the automated lighting systems and fixtures is 
made possible through the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act (ARRA), which provided Tech with $2.7 million to improve the 
energy efficiency of lighting on campus. 

About 35 buildings will receive the automated systems and 29 will 
get the updated fixtures. One stipulation of the ARRA funding was 
that only buildings located on portions of campus funded by the state 
were eligible for the improvements, which does not include buildings 
that house, for example, parking or athletics. 

By using the automated lighting systems and new fixtures, Tech 
should save about $347,000 each year for the next four years. All of 
the work related to these upgrades should be complete by December.   

Questions? Email Leasure at michael.leasure@facilities.gatech.edu. 

             http://tinyurl.com/3plmd5x 

Sanford 
Fong, an 
electrical 
engineer in 
Facilities, 
holds a 
T-8 (upper) 
and a T-12 
(lower) 
florescent 
bulb.

Image courtesy of Facilities

of the reduction will be managed centrally and the rest will have to 
be absorbed at the departmental and unit levels. “Through careful 
planning and the additional revenue realized through tuition, Georgia 
Tech is still capable of meeting its core responsibilities,” Peterson said.

“We believe we can continue to preserve and enhance our instruc-
tional activities, address critical academic issues such as the faculty-
student ratio and course availability, and continue to support our 
research and service missions,” Peterson said. “Over the course of 
the past several years, we have been able to hire a few new faculty to 
ensure the quality of our academic and research programs and partial-
ly accommodate our enrollment growth. We are continuing to work 
to address retention and compression issues. While I fully recognize 
that we have not been able to give merit raises for the past four years, 
we are working to resolve this as quickly as we can, given the current 
economic pressures.”

Peterson also expressed his appreciation for the support of the 
Georgia Tech community. “I continue to be impressed with the tre-
mendous dedication and support of the people of Georgia Tech. These 
are difficult times and by pulling together, we can and will continue to 
provide the very best educational opportunities for our students and 
effectively serve the state of Georgia.”

Clean Energy Speaker Series Begins Sept. 28
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

Whether it’s natural gas or nuclear 
power, clean energy alternatives are a 
hot topic with everyone from legislators 
to small business owners.    

“By creating and hosting the Clean Energy 
Speaker Series, Georgia Tech is providing a neu-
tral, open forum where everything from national 
security and economic development issues related 

to energy can be discussed,” said Ben Hill, director of the Clean 
Energy Speaker Series program. 

The series, which kicks off on Sept. 28 with a discussion on 
“Natural Gas: A Clean Energy Alternative,” is meant to provide an 
objective analysis of the Southeast’s energy and power requirements 
through 2030 and the role clean energy could play. All talks are free 
and open to anyone.   

The monthly discussions will be held in the Hodges room of the 
Centergy Building from 12:30 to 2 p.m. The Sept. 28 event will fea-
ture Don Haley, vice president of business development for Chevron 
Natural Gas, and David Wochner, counsel for Sutherland, as the 
speakers.    

Here is more information about future dates and topics (speakers to 
be announced at a later date): 

•	Oct. 19: Natural Gas and Hydraulic Fracturing 

•	Nov. 16: Nuclear Power: Considerations Post-Fukishima

•	Jan. 25: Clean Energy and Local Economic Development

•	Feb. 29: Clean Energy and National Security

•	March 28: Spotlight on and Impact of Emerging Technologies 

•	April 25: Series Recap — Connecting All the Dots

For more information, contact Hill at ben.hill@gatech.edu.

          www.secleanenergy.gatech.edu

Take a Moment to Refresh  
FERPA Familiarity

If a parent contacted you about his student’s grades, 
would you know how to handle the situation?

“Student education records are protected under the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act — known to most as 
FERPA,” said Georgia Tech Registrar Reta Pikowsky. “Taking a 
moment to familiarize yourself with this legislation can go a long 
way in helping you, and the Institute, avoid problems down the 
road.” 

FERPA is a federal law that applies to all institutions that 
receive federal funding. 

To schedule FERPA training for your office, department, school 
or college, contact Pikowsky at reta.pikowsky@registrar.gatech.
edu.

Also, more information is available at the following website:

        www.registrar.gatech.edu/students
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1BR/1BA condo for rent near Piedmont 
Park (approximately 0.2 miles). 
Dishwasher, washer/dryer in unit. Free 
off-street parking. Secure building. Less 
than 2 miles to Tech. Quaint building 
with 16 units. Friendly neighbors. $900/
month. Pet-friendly. Call 678-984-7889 
for details.

4BR/2.5BA home in Douglasville. 
$125,000. Easy access to I-20, 35 min-
utes from Tech. New wood floors, tile, 
carpet, paint, HVAC and kitchen appli-
ances. Large backyard: one-acre with 
woods. Close to shopping. Small, quiet 
neighborhood, good schools. Contact 
Brett at walkyb21@gmail.com. Pictures/
info at http://tinyurl.com/3l9o8db.

2BR/1BA refurbished furnished apart-
ment in a two-unit house, walking dis-
tance to Inman Park MARTA, close to 
Emory/Tech/Georgia State. Hardwood 
floors throughout. Central heat/AC, front 
porch, parking space. $2,000/month 
includes utilities. Available 9/1. Call 678-
643-2681.

3BR/2.5BA Marietta townhouse, fee-
simple end unit. Twin Brooks, off I-75, 
15 min. to Tech. Spacious, three sides 
brick. Appliances, W/DR, fireplace, ceil-
ing fans, open floor plan, eat-in kitchen, 
closets galore, patio and carport. 
$88,900. Call 404-563-0652. 

For sale, lease or lease-purchase. Warm, 
inviting 3/1/1 brick home in Medlock 
Park near nature preserve. Easy com-
mute. Large FR addition, deck, two 
bonus rooms. Curb appeal, hardwoods, 
granite. $239,900 or $1,350. Visit www.
medlockparkhomes.com or call 404-
378-3965.

3BR/2BA house for sale. Ten minutes 
from Tech, near Inman Park in Old 
Fourth Ward with wood floors and 
off-street parking. W/D, quiet street. 
$209,900. MLS # 4245322 or call 404-
374-0407.

Grant Park apartment for rent. Less 
than five min. to Tech. Charming, quiet, 
bright. Ideal for faculty/staff, grad stu-
dent, couple. 1BR/1BA plus extra loft 
space. Includes W/D, HVAC, water, sat-
ellite TV, Wi-Fi. $900/month Call James 
at 404-771-1070.

3BR/2BA peaceful, furnished, 1,200 
sq. ft. water-front cottage with 400 ft. 
dock along the southern outer banks 
(Morehead City, N.C.); $750/wk., Wi-Fi, 
central A/C, W/D, hammock, incredible 
view. NO SMOKING OR PETS. More info 
at http://travel.ajc.com/ads/158 or email 
jud.ready@gatech.edu 

MISCELLANEOUS

Marcy recumbent exercise bike for sale. 
Fully assembled. $75. Call 404-633-2289 
or 404-285-7715.

Stainless microwave (#R-408LS), new, 
boxed, $50. Love seat, blues, golds, new 
condition, with two pillows, $50. Pub 
table (wrought iron base, solid wood top), 
two wrought iron chairs with upholstered 
seats — like new for $65. Two uphol-
stered chairs, solid wood legs, $20. Email 
robert.sells@business.gatech.edu for 
pics/questions or call 678-938-0404.

Antique chest for sale. 28 in. by 15 in. 
by 16 in. Email for pictures. $75. Boston 
Acoustics BA635 3-piece speaker sys-
tem. Subwoofer and cube speakers for 
a PC, Mac or audio device with a head-
phone jack. $20. Wingman joystick. $5. 
Email jcorbett.ece93@gtalumni.org.

Men’s bicycle, black, perfect condition. 
Worth $1,500; will sell for $750. Has 
internal 8-speed hub and shaft drive (no 
chain). Email robert.martinengo@amac.
gatech.edu.

Ads appear and run for three issues in 
the order in which they are received. 

Email submissions to  
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

CLASSIFIEDSCommunity News
A Childhood Interest Evolves into Profession
AMELIA PAVLIK 
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

It all started with a copy of “Ali 
Baba and the Forty Thieves.”      

“I was given a 
copy of the book 
when I was a 
child, and I think 
that sparked 
my fascination 
with the Middle 
East,” said Laura 
Bier, an assistant 
professor in the 
School of History, 
Technology and 
Society. “Not to 
mention, when I 

was growing up, something was always hap-
pening in the Middle East including events 
like the oil boycott by OPEC in 1973 or the 
Iranian revolution.” 

A year of studying abroad in Egypt only 
increased her interest in the area. Bier went 
on to earn both a master’s and PhD in history 
and Middle East studies, opting to focus on 
the history of the modern Middle East, with 
a specialty in modern Egypt and the history 
of Middle Eastern women. 

One of her current projects is on a biogra-
phy of an iconic Egyptian belly dancer and 
movie star, Tahia Karioka, whose life spans 

much of the twentieth century.
“She had amazing life experiences, includ-

ing being imprisoned several times for politi-
cal activism and being married 14 times,” 
Bier said. “I’m interested in what her life has 
to tell us about modern Egyptian history.” 

Recently, The Whistle had an opportunity 
to learn more about Bier and her time at 
Tech.

   
How did you end up at Georgia Tech? 

Tech is my first teaching gig. I started in 
2005, fresh out of graduate school at New 
York University.

What is the greatest challenge you face 
associated with teaching, and how have you 
dealt with it?      

One of the challenges is that in any given 
classroom I have people with widely varying 
experiences with and levels of knowledge 
with the Middle East. Some students have 
almost no experience with this part of the 
world, and others may be Middle Eastern or 
have spent time travelling there. I aim to cre-
ate opportunities for students to learn from 
each other — putting those with no experi-
ence together with others who have more 
familiarity and getting them all to understand 
that dealing with the region as scholars and 
historians puts everyone on the same page. 
Everyone can read the same historical sourc-
es and formulate an opinion about them.    

What do you do to make learning more 
engaging for students?   

I bring in a lot of Middle Eastern voices, 
in the form of memoirs and documentaries. 
I also try and relate the subject material to 
their lives or put issues in terms they can 
relate to. Finally, I try and show them that 
history is a full contact sport — there are 
disagreements in interpretations and history 
is political. So, I encourage them to think of 
themselves as historians engaged in a process 
of historical interpretation.

What piece of technology could you not live 
without as an instructor?

YouTube.

Best place to grab lunch? 
Mostly, I eat at my desk, but I was thrilled 

when Zaya came to the Student Center —
their falafel is divine. 

Tell me something unusual about yourself.
I used to play the bagpipes. 

Name a few books you are reading.
Fiction is my guilty pleasure. Right 

now, I’m reading “The Lacuna” by Barbara 
Kingsolver. For work, I’m reading a biogra-
phy of a woman who owned a nightclub in 
Egypt in the early twentieth century.  

If you weren’t in your current line of work, 
what would you be doing?

Writing mystery novels or about food.

Laura Bier

WHAT DOES TECH THINK?
Are You Course Material Cost Conscious?

When deciding on materials students will need for your classes, you 
try to be sensitive to students’ limited budgets. However, you also feel 
that students need to be prepared to make the investment in the mate-
rials needed to learn. How do you handle this dilemma?

Amy Prichett said that if two books are 
equally useful, she picks the cheaper one. 

“But there’s no use picking a useless 
$50 book over a more expensive one 
with instructional value,” said the associ-
ate professor in the School of Aerospace 
Engineering.

For her survey class, Carla Gerona inten-
tionally uses “one of the cheapest textbooks 
on the market,” which comes in black and 
white, lowering the cost. 

“I’m cost conscious in other classes, but 
in history, there’s no getting away from 
books,” said Gerona, an assistant professor 
in the School of History, Technology and 
Society. 

To remedy this, she encourages students 
to get books from the library or use the 
interlibrary loan option. 

“I minimize costs by posting critical 
materials on the Internet,” said Catherine 
Ross, a professor in the School of 
Architecture and director of the Center for 
Quality Growth and Regional Development. 

“I also support the resale of books and 
other course materials at reduced prices.”  

Cost was one of the factors that led to 
Brian Kennedy’s recent decision to change 
textbooks. 

“It’s important that students have access 
to more than a single textbook, so library 
reserves and my own book collection are 
also useful resources,” said the professor 
and associate chair of the School of Physics. 

Jarrod Hayes, an associate professor in 
the School of International Affairs, assigns 
a variety of scholarly articles in his classes, 
reducing the need for textbooks. 

“No matter what the cost, the question 
that needs to be addressed is ‘how will 
this help my students learn?’” said Donna 
Llewellyn, director of the Center for the 
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning.

Llewellyn recommends utilizing the 
library’s electronic and physical reserves, 
which allow instructors to make resources 
accessible without the need for the students 
to purchase them. 

The Situation

The Response

McKnight,  
Chair of Modern 
Languages,  
Dies at 69 
REBECCA KEANE 
IVAN ALLEN COLLEGE

Phil McKnight, 69, professor 
and chair of the School of Modern 
Languages in the Ivan Allen 
College of Liberal Arts, died unex-
pectedly of unknown causes dur-
ing the Labor Day holiday. 

Joining Georgia 
Tech as chair in 
August 2001, 
McKnight trans-
formed the Institute’s 
107-year-old modern 
languages curri-
cula into one of the 
nation’s premier pro-
grams. 

“Phil’s vision and 
tireless work have been an inspiration,” 
said Modern Languages Professor Bettina 
Cothran. “Above all, however, Phil has 
been a human being of greatest integrity 
and wisdom, with a generosity of heart that 
encompassed his entire ‘family’ at Modern 
Languages.”

He is survived by his wife Ulrike Hahn-
McKnight and two daughters, Anna and 
Ursula. A commemorative celebration 
was held Sept. 15 on campus to honor 
McKnight’s memory. 

Phil McKnight


