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When railroads were f i r s t developed in most c i t ies , 
i t was essential to have stations and their supporting 
fac i l i t i es in central locations. Now the lands occupied 
by the railroads are some of the most valuable in urban 
areas. Due to a general program of reorientation taking 
place within the railroad industry, railroad companies 
are abandoning or relocating a number of their f ac i l i t i es , 
thus freeing land for reuse in many c i t i es . The proper 
reuse of these lands abandoned by the railroads gives a 
c i t y an opportunity to provide additional anci needed land 
uses in many developed areas. Also i t provides an oppor­
tunity to improve adjacent lands which have been blighted 
by the presence of the railroad f a c i l i t i e s . Only since 
1950, however, have c i t ies taken an active part in deter­
mining the reuse of abandoned railroad lands. Philadelphia 
was one of the f i r s t . On the basis of an informal agree­
ment between the railroad company and the c i t y , the local 
planning commission prepared the si te plan and proposed 
the reuse of the lands abandoned by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. This cooperation between the Ci ty of Philadelphia 
and the Pennsylvania Railroad has resulted in a reuse of 
the railroad land profitable for both part ies. 

A c i t y should take part in financing the relocation 
of railroad fac i l i t i es that w i l l free land needed by the 
community for additional services and f a c i l i t i e s . Other 
relocations, of course, should be ent i rely the responsi­
b i l i t y of the rai lroads. In either case, however, the 
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u s u a l l y p r e s e n t l a n d u s e p r o b l e m s o f l e s s e r s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
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s m a l l e r a r e a s . 



4 
C H A P T E R I I 
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t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m . I n e a r l i e r y e a r s r a i l c o m p a n i e s 

w e r e t h e p r i m a r y c a r r i e s o f p a s s e n g e r s a n d f r e i g h t . A s 

o t h e r f o r m s o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d e v e l o p e d , h o w e v e r , b o t h 

t h e p a s s e n g e r a n d f r e i g h t b u s i n e s s o f r a i l r o a d s d e c l i n e d . 

R a i l r o a d D e v e l o p m e n t 

E x p a n s i o n , c o n c e n t r a t i o n , a n d r e o r i e n t a t i o n b e s t 

d e s c r i b e t h e p e r i o d s o f r a i l r o a d d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . I n I83O t h e r e w e r e o n l y 22 m i l e s o f r a i l l i n e s 

I n t h i s c o u n t r y . I t w a s i n t h i s y e a r t h a t r a i l r o a d s b e g a n 

e x p a n d i n g d e e p e r a n d d e e p e r i n t o t h e y e t u n d e v e l o p e d 

i n t e r i o r o f A m e r i c a f r o m t h e c o a s t a l t o w n s o f N e w Y o r k , 

B o s t o n , P h i l a d e l p h i a a n d B a l t i m o r e , C o m m u n i t i e s d e v e l o p e d 

a l o n g m a n y o f t h e l i n e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t j u n c t i o n s o r 

i n t e r c h a n g e p o i n t s , w i t h m a n y i m p o r t a n t c i t i e s o f t o d a y , 

s u c h a s A t l a n t a , C o l u m b u s , I n d i a n a p o l i s , a n d D e n v e r d e v e l o p ­

i n g a s a r e s u l t o f t h e r a i l l i n e s . 

R e a l i z i n g t h e e c o n o m i c a d v a n t a g e o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

f a c i l i t i e s , l o c a l c o m m u n i t i e s o p e n l y c o m p e t e d f o r r a i l 

s e r v i c e t h a t w o u l d p r o v i d e c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h s o u r c e s o f 

r a w m a t e r i a l s a n d m a j o r m a r k e t s . M a n y c o m m u n i t i e s p u r ­

c h a s e d s t o c k i n t h e r a i l c o m p a n i e s o r m a d e l o a n s o r g a v e 
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l a n d , m a t e r i a l s , a n d e q u i p m e n t o r f u r n i s h e d l a b o r , a l l i n 

1 

a n e f f o r t t o s e c u r e r a i l f a c i l i t i e s . B y 1920, r a i l 

m i l e a g e i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a d r e a c h e d a h i g h p o i n t o f 

252,8^5 m i l e s . 

B e t w e e n 1920, w h i c h m a r k e d t h e e n d o f r a i l r o a d 

e x p a n s i o n , a n d 1930 w a s t h e p e r i o d o f c o n c e n t r a t i o n . D u r ­

i n g t h e s e y e a r s , e a c h r a i l r o a d c o m p a n y a t t e m p t e d t o p r o v i d e 

m o r e f a c i l i t i e s t h a n t h e c o m p e t i n g c o m p a n y w i t h o u t p l a n n i n g 

f o r t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e m o r e p r o d u c t i v e a r e a s e x p e r i e n c e d 

z e a l o u s c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n r a i l l i n e s w h i c h , i n m o s t i n ­

s t a n c e s , r e s u l t e d i n t h e d u p l i c a t i o n o f t r u n k l i n e s , 

t e r m i n a l s ( b o t h p a s s e n g e r a n d f r e i g h t ) , a n d y a r d s ( b o t h 

p r i m a r y a n d s e c o n d a r y ) . 

B y 1930 t h e g e n e r a l p a t t e r n o f r a i l r o a d d e v e l o p m e n t 

i n u r b a n a r e a s w a s e s t a b l i s h e d . E a c h r a i l c o m p a n y h a d 

s e c u r e d , i n m o s t i n s t a n c e s , t h e m o s t d i r e c t r o u t e I n t o 

c i t i e s . T e r m i n a l s a n d s u p p o r t i n g f a c i l i t i e s h a d b e e n 

l o c a t e d a s n e a r t h e c e n t e r o f t h e d e v e l o p e d a r e a a s 

p o s s i b l e . I n o t h e r c a s e s c i t i e s h a d d e v e l o p e d a r o u n d t h e 

r a i l f a c i l i t i e s . T h o u s a n d s o f a c r e s o f u r b a n l a n d w e r e 

o c c u p i e d b y t h e v a r i o u s r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s . I n a d d i t i o n , 

a c r e s o f l a n d a d j a c e n t t o t h e s e f a c i l i t i e s w e r e r e s t r i c t ­

e d t o a f e w c o m p a t i b l e uses, p r i m a r i l y c o m m e r c i a l a n d 

i n d u s t r i a l , o r t h e y w e r e s u s c e p t i b l e t o t h e b l i g h t i n g i n f l u ­

e n c e s t h a t u s u a l l y b e s e t i n c o m p a t i b l e u s e s . M a n y o f t h e 

f a c i l i t i e s o c c u p y i n g v a l u a b l e u r b a n l a n d w e r e , a s m e n t i o n e d 
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c a r e l e s s l y l o c a t e d a s a r e s u l t o f c o m p e t i t i o n . F o r 

i n s t a n c e , t h e r e w e r e i n 1932 w i t h a r a d i u s o f 35 m i l e s 

o f N e w Y o r k C i t y o v e r 500 f r e i g h t s t a t i o n s , i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a 700, i n C h i c a g o 250, a n d i n S t . L o u i s 200. 

R a i l l i n e s , " b o t h m a i n a n d s e c o n d a r y , c r o s s s t r e e t s 

a n d h i g h w a y s a t g r a d e c r e a t i n g h a z a r d o u s c o n d i t i o n s a n d 

m a n y t i m e s i n t e r f e r r i n g w i t h t h e m o v e m e n t o f t h e c o n s t a n t ­

l y i n c r e a s i n g v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c , H o u s t o n i l l u s t r a t e s a n 

e x t r e m e e x a m p l e o f t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s . I n 195^ t h e r e w e r e 

500 m a i n - l i n e g r a d e c r o s s i n g s w i t h i n t h e c i t y l i m i t s , 150 

o f w h i c h w e r e m a j o r t h o r o u g h f a r e s . I t w a s e s t i m a t e d t h a t 

t h e r e w e r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y f i v e t h o u s a n d g r a d e c r o s s i n g s o f 

3 

b o t h m a i n a n d s e c o n d a r y l i n e s i n t h e H o u s t o n a r e a . R a i l 

l i n e s n o t o n l y c r o s s s t r e e t s b u t c r i s s - c r o s s t h r o u g h o u t u r ­

b a n a r e a s f r e q u e n t l y r e s t r i c t i n g p r o p e r c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p ­

m e n t . I n C h i c a g o , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e 27 r a i l r o a d t r u n k l i n e s 

t h a t e n t e r e d t h e c i t y c r o s s e d e a c h o t h e r 280 t i m e s a n d , 

a s i n o t h e r c i t i e s , i n t e r f e r r e d w i t h b o t h t r a f f i c m o v e m e n t 

a n d a d e q u a t e c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t . A s u r b a n a r e a s d e v e l o p ­

e d a n d l a n d u s e n e e d s i n c r e a s e d , t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s p l a c e d 

u p o n c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t b y r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s b e c a m e 

m o r e a p p a r e n t . 

I n a l i k e m a n n e r , a s a r e s u l t o f u r b a n g r o w t h , r a i l ­

r o a d c o m p a n i e s e x p e r i e n c e d g r e a t e r p r o b l e m s . I n m a n y 

i n s t a n c e s s i t e s s e l e c t e d f o r t h e l o c a t i o n o f f a c i l i t i e s 

b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y i n a d e q u a t e . G r o w t h t h a t t o o k p l a c e 

2 
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around facilities restricted expansion that would permit utilization of many technological improvements. For instance, because steam locomotives were capable of pulling trains of approximately 50 cars, early classification yards were built to handle this number. Newer diesel locomotives, however, could easily pull trains of over 100 cars, but growth around many classification yards prohibited enlarg­ing the sites for the longer trains. In the early years of railroad development, rail companies carried a large percentage of the total passenger and freight business. Because of transportation limitations in many cities, both the passenger and freight depots required convenient locations. Hence, terminals were built in or near the city core. However, improvements in transpor­tation accompanied city growth and competitive means of transporting passengers and freight emerged. Air lines, buses, and private automobiles, all providing faster and more comfortable services, reduced railroad passenger traffic. Trucking companies, with faster and cheaper short haul service, offering overnight delivery to the door of the receiver, of course, captured large volumes of freight business. Hence, both cities and railroad companies are faced with difficult problems as a result of site locations and duplicating facilities. 
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Elements of the Railroad System A glance at a map of railroad routes and major facilities in a metropolitan area shows a bewildering array of lines criss-crossing in all directions, with no apparent order. Yet an examination of these routes and facilities reveals an amazing degree of special­ization. An individual organ, such as a station, yard or route, in one of these complex organisms cannot be understood until it is viewed in its functional as well as physical relation to the other organs and to the railroad organism as a whole, and finally to the region of which it is a part.5 
Lines The rail lines of a system whether main, branch, lead, or spur are the connecting units. The main line forms the backbone of a rail system. These lines, in most instances doubled-tracked, are constructed for the movement of heavy tonnages at high speeds between cities. Branch lines are used for secondary rail movement usually serving communities not located on the main line. Normally singled-tracked, branch lines are constructed for the movement of lighter tonnages than the main line and at lesser speeds. Lead tracks are the connecting rails between main lines, and other tracks of the system. Spur lines and sid­ings serve industrial or business areas or perhaps an in­dividual industry or business. Belt routes or circumferential lines are developed around urban areas. The belt route usually bisects all 
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r a d i a l r o u t e s o f t h e a r e a a n d , a t l e a s t t h e o r i c a l l y , m a k e s 

t h e l i n e s o f e a c h r a i l c o m p a n y a c c e s s i b l e t o o n e a n o t h e r . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e s e r o u t e s p r o v i d e f o r t h e m o v e m e n t o f 

t r a f f i c a r o u n d a n u r b a n a r e a a n d t h e i n t e r c h a n g e o f c a r s 

b e t w e e n r a i l c o m p a n i e s . 

P r o b a b l e f u t u r e t r e n d s i n t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f l i n e s . — M a i n 

l i n e s a r e o n e o f t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t p a r t s o f a r a i l s y s t e m 

i n t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a t o r e l o c a t e . A d j u s t m e n t s f o r 

t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f c u r v a t u r e s o r t h e i m p r o v e m e n t i n 

g r a d e s c a n b e m a d e , p r o v i d e d s u i t a b l e l a n d i s a v a i l a b l e . 

M a r k e d r e l o c a t i o n o f a m a i n l i n e , h o w e v e r , w i l l c o m p l e t e ­

l y d i s j o i n t t h e a t t e n d a n t f a c i l i t i e s o f t e r m i n a l s a n d 

y a r d s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f r a i l r o a d m a i n l i n e s 

i n m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s i s d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f 

o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s . 

T h e r e l o c a t i o n o f b r a n c h l i n e s , l e a d t r a c k s , a n d 

s p u r l i n e s a r e n o t r e s t r i c t e d b y t h e s a m e f a c t o r s a s m a i n 

l i n e s . T h e r e l o c a t i o n o r a b a n d o n m e n t o f t h e s e f a c i l i t i e s 

i s d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e c o n t i n u i n g p r o d u c t i v i t y o f t h e 

a r e a s s e r v e d . 

S t a t i o n s 

S t a t i o n s d e v e l o p e d e a r l y i n m o s t c i t i e s w i t h i n o r 

n e a r t h e f r i n g e o f t h e d e v e l o p e d a r e a . S t a t i o n s a r e g e n e r a l ­

l y c o n s i d e r e d a s e i t h e r p a s s e n g e r o r f r e i g h t . 

P a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n s a r e t h e f o c a l p o i n t s o f i n t e r ­

c i t y p a s s e n g e r m o v e m e n t w h e t h e r t h e y a r e l o c a t e d i n o r n e a r 
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the central city or away from the central area. In New York, 

for example, Grand Central and Pennsylvania Station are 

located within the central area. Also the Atlanta and 

Nashville Union Stations are located there. The stations 

in Washington, Baltimore, and Detroit, however, are located 

outside the city core. In addition to being the focal point 

of passenger movement, stations provide space for ticket sales, 

restaurants, baggage facilities, mail handling, express 

freight, and administrative offices for allied services. 

Passenger stations are generally classified as either 

"dead-end" or "through", "Dead-end" stations, which require 

a backing movement either in the approach or departure of 

trains, consume precious operating time. "Through" stations 

allow trains to pull in, discharge and take on passengers, 

baggage, and mail and proceed to the next destination. 

Freight stations are for the receiving, shipping, and 

distribution of freight. Usually located in the station area 

are switching and storage tracks, spur lines to private 

industries, secondary classification yards, and team tracks 

for public use in loading and unloading cars. In addition, 

there are storage facilities for supplies, facilities for the 

reception and delivery of l.c.l, traffic, and loading and un­

loading equipment. 

Special station facilities may be provided for 

handling particular types of freight in'many cities: 
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s t o c k y a r d s , i c i n g f a c i l i t i e s f o r p e r i s h a b l e f r u i t s a n d 

v e g e t a b l e s , t a n k f i e l d s f o r p e t r o l e u m p r o d u c t s , g r a i n 

e l e v a t o r s , a n d f a c i l i t i e s f o r c o a l , l u m b e r , a n d p u l p w o o d . 

P o r t c i t i e s h a v e , i n a d d i t i o n , s p e c i a l a r e a s f o r h a n d l i n g 

6 
t h e i n t e r c h a n g e o f f r e i g h t b e t w e e n r a i l a n d w a t e r c a r r i e r s . 

P r o b a b l e f u t u r e t r e n d s i n t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f s t a t i o n s . - - T h e 

r e l o c a t i o n o f p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s a s p a r t o f a n 

i m p r o v e m e n t p r o g r a m i s c o m p l i c a t e d b y e c o n o m i c a n d c o m p e t ­

i t i v e f a c t o r s . S t a t i o n s h a v e b e e n r e l o c a t e d i n t h e p a s t , 

a n d u n d o u b t e d l y o t h e r s w i l l b e r e l o c a t e d i n t h e f u t u r e ; 

h o w e v e r , e a c h o f t h e c o m p l e t e d p r o j e c t s h a v e o v e r c o m e 

d e l a y s a n d t h e f u t u r e p r o j e c t s must d o s o . M a n y t i m e s 

r a i l r o a d c o m p a n i e s a r e u n w i l l i n g t o r e l i n q u i s h l o c a t i o n s 

t h a t a r e f e l t t o o f f e r c o m p e t i t i v e a d v a n t a g e s . I n 

a d d i t i o n , r a i l c o m p a n i e s a r e r e l u c t a n t t o i n v e s t f u n d s 

i n n e w f a c i l i t i e s f o r o p e r a t i o n s t h a t a r e p r e s e n t l y 

f i n a n c i a l l i a b i l i t i e s . T h e N e w O r l e a n s p r o j e c t t o 

c o n s o l i d a t e f i v e t e r m i n a l s i n t o a s i n g l e u n i o n t e r m i n a l , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , r e q u i r e d f o r t y y e a r s o f n e g o t i a t i o n s ; t h e 

C h a t t a n o o g a p r o j e c t t o r e l o c a t e t h e L o u i s v i l l e a n d 

N a s h v i l l e P a s s e n g e r S t a t i o n r e q u i r e d t w e l v e y e a r s o f n e g o ­

t i a t i o n s ; a n d t h e C h i c a g o p r o j e c t t o c o n s o l i d a t e p a s s e n g e r 

s t a t i o n s i s i n t h e f i f t i e t h y e a r o f n e g o t i a t i o n s . H o w e v e r , 

t h e r e c e n t l y c o m p l e t e d r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t i n L a k e l a n d , 

F l o r i d a r e q u i r e d o n l y f i f t e e n m o n t h s . 
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Despite the decline in passenger business, the 

convenience and accessibility of a central location are 
regarded as an advantage in competing with the automobile, 
bus, and airplane for the overnight passenger business with­
in 300 to 400 miles of a particular location. In addition, 
in the larger metropolitan areas the central location is 
necessary for the thousands of daily commuters. Since 
passenger stations represent enormous capital investments 
and the decline in passenger traffic causes railroad 
companies to be reluctant in investing funds for new facil­
ities, future relocation of passenger stations appear to be 
closely associated with governmental participation in 
financing the project. 

On the other hand abandonments and direct sales of 
facilities by rail companies apparently will increase in 
the future. At present there are 23 railroads attempting 

7 
to negotiate mergers. The completion of any of these 
mergers should result in the abandonment of many duplicat­
ing facilities. In addition, the New York Central Railroad 

8 
has sold over 100 of the 406 passenger stations recently 
put up for sale and the New York, New Haven, and Hartford 
and the Pennsylvania Railroads have sold and anticipate 
selling additional stations in the future. It is possible 
other railroads will follow the disposal plan now being 
carried out by the eastern railroads. 

The competitive and economic advantages of a central 
location for freight stations have been greatly reduced. 
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L e s s - t h a n - c a r l o a d - l o t f r e i g h t s h i p m e n t s , w h i c h m a k e u p 

t h e m a i n b u s i n e s s o f f r e i g h t s t a t i o n s , h a v e d e c l i n e d f r o m 

9 

53 m i l l i o n t o n m i l e s i n 1916 t o 7 m i l l i o n i n 1955 • T h e 

g r o w t h o f t r u c k i n g c o m p a n i e s w i t h c h e a p e r d o o r - t o - d o o r 

s e r v i c e a n d m o r e r e c e n t l y t h e p i g g y - b a c k i n n o v a t i o n h a v e 

r e n d e r e d m a n y o f t h e s m a l l e r f r e i g h t s t a t i o n s u n n e c e s s a r y . 

T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f h i g h w a y a n d e x p r e s s w a y f a c i l i t i e s w h i c h 

a l l o w r a p i d d e l i v e r y o f s h i p m e n t s s h o u l d p r o m p t t h e r e ­

l o c a t i o n o f m a n y f r e i g h t s t a t i o n s a n d t h e d i r e c t a b a n d o n ­

ment of many more. 

Y a r d s 

T h e e f f i c i e n t a n d e c o n o m i c a l o p e r a t i o n o f r a i l r o a d 

y a r d s p r o v i d e s o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r s a v i n g s 

b o t h i n t i m e a n d m o n e y f o r r a i l c o m p a n i e s . 

P r i m a r y c l a s s i f i c a t i o n a n d s e c o n d a r y y a r d s a r e t h e 

t w o p r i n c i p a l t y p e s o f r a i l r o a d y a r d s . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

y a r d s r e c e i v e a l l i n c o m i n g t r a i n s , p r i n c i p a l l y f r e i g h t . 

H e r e t h e c a r s a r e c l a s s i f i e d a n d a s s e m b l e d f o r m o v e m e n t , 

w h e t h e r t o a l o c a l c u s t o m e r o r t o a n o t h e r c i t y . I n a d d i t i o n , 

m a n y r a i l c o m p a n i e s l o c a t e m a i n t e n a n c e a n d r e p a i r s h o p s i n 

t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n y a r d s . L a r g e t r a c t s o f l a n d a r e r e q u i r e d 

t o c a r r y o u t t h e s e o p e r a t i o n s ; t h e r e f o r e , o f a l l t h e f a c i l i ­

t i e s , t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n y a r d s a r e t h e l a r g e s t l a n d u s e r s . 

S e c o n d a r y y a r d s a r e m u c h s m a l l e r t h a n t h e p r i m a r y 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n y a r d s a n d u s u a l l y m o r e n u m e r o u s . T h e s e 

y a r d s a l s o s e r v e a s a r e a s f o r t h e a s s e m b l y a n d d i s p e r s a l 
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o f f r e i g h t c a r s , p r i m a r i l y f o r c u s t o m e r s w i t h i n t h e a r e a . 

Somet imes t h e s e y a r d s a r e u s e d f o r t h e s t o r a g e o f i d l e c a r s . 

P r o b a b l e f u t u r e t r e n d s i n t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f y a r d s . - - P e r h a p s 

t h e f o r c e o f g r a v i t y and t h e u s e o f e l e c t r o n i c s w i l l i n ­

f l u e n c e t h e s i z e and l o c a t i o n o f r a i l r o a d y a r d s i n t h e f u t u r e . 

Due t o t h e s e d e v e l o p m e n t s p l u s t h e i n c r e a s e d power o f d i e s e l 

e n g i n e s , many p r i m a r y c l a s s i f i c a t i o n y a r d s h a v e become i n ­

a d e q u a t e i n s i z e . F r e q u e n t l y , t h e e x i s t i n g y a r d s c a n n o t 

be expanded b e c a u s e o f a d j a c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t . 

Many e x i s t i n g y a r d s were d e s i g n e d f o r t r a i n s made 

up o f 40 t o 50 c a r s . T o d a y , w i t h t h e i n c r e a s e d d i e s e l 

power , t r a i n s c a n be made up o f 150 t o 250 c a r s . B e c a u s e 

t h e r e c e i v i n g and d e p a r t u r e t r a c k s o f t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

y a r d s a r e i n a d e q u a t e l e n g t h s , many t i m e s t h e e n t i r e y a r d 

o p e r a t i o n i s p a r a l y z e d d u r i n g t h e a s s e m b l y o r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

o f t h e s e l o n g e r t r a i n s . A l l o f t h i s r e s u l t s i n d e l a y s 

i n o p e r a t i o n . W i t h i n t h e newer y a r d s o f a d e q u a t e s i z e , 

e q u i p p e d w i t h e l e c t r o n i c c o n t r o l s , and u s i n g t h e newest 

t e c h n i q u e s , t h e o p e r a t i o n o f a s s e m b l y and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

i s much s m o o t h e r . F r e i g h t s e n t e r i n g t h e y a r d s a r e 

pushed up an a r t i f i c i a l hump, u n c o u p l e d , t h e n a l l o w e d t o 

r o l l i n t o a s k e i n o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n t r a c k s . From a w a t c h -

t o w e r , t h e y a r d m a s t e r p r e s s e s b u t t o n s t o g u i d e t h e f r e e -

r o l l i n g c a r s a u t o m a t i c a l l y i n t o new c o m b i n a t i o n r e a d y t o 

10 

r o l l . T h i s a s s u r e s i n c r e a s e d s p e e d i n o p e r a t i o n and 

r e d u c e d c o s t s . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e new y a r d s o f t h e 
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P e n n s y l v a n i a R a i l r o a d i n C o n w a y , P e n n s y l v a n i a , w h i c h c o s t 

35 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , w i l l s a v e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 11 m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s a y e a r i n o p e r a t i n g e x p e n s e s a n d c u t 24 h o u r s f r o m 

11 
t h e l o n g h a u l f r e i g h t s c h e d u l e . 

G r e a t e r a r e a s a r e r e q u i r e d t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e 

t r e m e n d o u s r e d u c t i o n i n o p e r a t i n g c o s t s m a d e p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h 

t h e u t i l i z a t i o n o f t h e s e m o d e r n t e c h n i q u e s . S i n c e u r b a n 

g r o w t h h a s p l a c e d r e s t r i c t i o n s u p o n t h e e x p a n s i o n o f m a n y 

e x i s t i n g y a r d s , i t s e e m s l i k e l y t h a t a n u m b e r o f r e l o c a t i o n 

p r o j e c t s i n v o l v i n g y a r d s w i l l t a k e p l a c e * 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

W h e n r a i l r o a d s d e v e l o p e d i n m o s t c i t i e s i t w a s 

e s s e n t i a l t o h a v e m a n y o f t h e f a c i l i t i e s i n a c e n t r a l 

l o c a t i o n . W i t h t h e I m p r o v e m e n t i n o t h e r f o r m s o f t r a n s p o r t ­

a t i o n , h o w e v e r , t h e n e e d a n d d e s i r a b i l i t y o f h a v i n g r a i l 

f a c i l i t i e s i n o r n e a r t h e d o w n t o w n d i m i n i s h e d . P e r h a p s 

i n t h e f u t u r e m a n y e l e m e n t s o f t h e r a i l s y s t e m w i l l b e 

r e l o c a t e d o n l a n d s b e t t e r s u i t e d f o r p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e 

r a i l r o a d o p e r a t i o n s . 
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C H A P T E R I I I 

T H E E F F E C T S O F R A I L R O A D R E L O C A T I O N O N L A N D U S E 

I n t h e p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r t h e g r o w t h o f t h e r a i l r o a d 

I n d u s t r y w a s d i s c u s s e d . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e e l e m e n t s o f t h e 

r a i l r o a d s y s t e m w e r e i d e n t i f i e d , i n c l u d i n g p r o b a b l e f u t u r e 

t r e n d s i n t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f f a c i l i t i e s . T h i s c h a p t e r w i l l 

i n c l u d e a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f b o t h l a n d - u s e d e v e l o p m e n t s o n 

a b a n d o n e d l a n d s a n d t h e u s e s t h a t d e v e l o p e d i n t h e r e l o c a t e d 

a r e a s o f s o m e c o m p l e t e d r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t s . I t w i l l a l s o 

i n c l u d e a r e v i e w o f p r o p o s e d r e u s e s o f r a i l r o a d l a n d s i n 

a n u m b e r o f c i t i e s p l a n n i n g t o u n d e r t a k e r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t s . 

A l s o t h e n e w l a n d u s e s t h a t h a v e d e v e l o p e d a s a r e s u l t o f 

t h e s a l e o f s t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s i n m a n y e a s t e r n c i t i e s w i l l 

b e s u r v e y e d . 

C o m p l e t e d P r o j e c t s 

C i t i e s m a d e l i t t l e e f f o r t t o i n f l u e n c e t h e r e u s e 

o f a b a n d o n e d r a i l r o a d l a n d s i n e a r l y p r o j e c t s . M o r e r e c e n t ­

l y , h o w e v e r , t h e p r o p e r r e u s e o f a b a n d o n e d r a i l r o a d l a n d s 

a n d t h e i n f l u e n c e t h a t t h e s e r e u s e s e x e r t u p o n t h e s u r r o u n d ­

i n g a r e a s h a v e b e e n c o n s i d e r e d . P e r h a p s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l 

d i f f e r e n c e , t h e n , i s t h e i n c r e a s e d a w a r e n e s s o f c o m m u n i t i e s 

a n d r a i l r o a d s o f t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s t h a t c a n b e m a d e t h r o u g h 

t h e p r o p e r r e u s e o f t h e a b a n d o n e d l a n d s . 
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C i n c i n n a t i , O h i o . - - I n 1933 t h e c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f f i v e 

p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n s i n t o one u n i o n t e r m i n a l was c o m p l e t e d 

i n C i n c i n n a t i . The u n i o n t e r m i n a l was l o c a t e d one m i l e 

wes t o f t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s a r e a on a s i t e wh ich had f o r m e r ­

l y s e r v e d a s a f r e i g h t y a r d . T h i s p r o j e c t was i n i t i a t e d 

and c a r r i e d out by t h e s i x r a i l r o a d c o m p a n i e s s e r v i n g t h e 

a r e a . 

A p p a r e n t l y l i t t l e c o n s i d e r a t i o n was g i v e n by t h e 

c i t y t o t h e r e u s e o f t h e abandoned p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n s . 

A l l t h e s t a t i o n s were c o n v e r t e d t o o t h e r r a i l r o a d u s e s 

e x c e p t t h e f o r m e r P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t i o n . I t was c o n v e r t e d 

t o a t r u c k t e r m i n a l . Two o f t h e f o r m e r s t a t i o n s now u s e d 

f o r f r e i g h t s e r v i c e w i l l soon be d e m o l i s h e d f o r t h e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a new e x p r e s s w a y . 

U n t i l i960 o n l y a few s i g n i f i c a n t l a n d - u s e a d j u s t ­

ments had t a k e n p l a c e a round t h e U n i o n T e r m i n a l . As shown 

on P i g . 1 , a p o s t o f f i c e and t r u c k t e r m i n a l had b e e n l o c a t e d 

a d j a c e n t t o t h e C i n c i n n a t i T e r m i n a l and a p u b l i c - h o u s i n g -
12 

p r o j e c t had been d e v e l o p e d a l o n g L i n c o l n Pa rk D r i v e . 

Improvements now u n d e r way, howeve r , w i l l c h a n g e t h e l a n d -

u s e c h a r a c t e r o f a l m o s t t h e e n t i r e s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a . The 

s lums s o u t h o f t h e s t a t i o n a r e b e i n g c l e a r e d f o r I n d u s t r i a l 

r e d e v e l o p m e n t . The s o u t h - s i d e o f L i n c o l n Pa rk D r i v e i s 

b e i n g c l e a r e d f o r p u b l i c h o u s i n g . And t h e a r e a n o r t h o f 

t h e e x i s t i n g p u b l i c - h o u s i n g - p r o j e c t i s b e i n g d e v e l o p e d 
13 

f o r c o - o p e r a t i v e h o u s i n g . A l l o f t h e s e improvemen t s a r e 

i n d i c a t e d on F i g . 1 . 
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New O r l e a n s . L o u i s i a n a * — I n 1954 t h e New O r l e a n s p r o j e c t t o 

c o n s o l i d a t e f i v e p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n s i n t o one u n i o n t e r m i n a l 

was c o m p l e t e d . The f i v e s t a t i o n s were l o c a t e d , a t t h e t i m e , 

w i t h i n t h e g e n e r a l v i c i n i t y o f t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . 

U n l i k e t h e C i n c i n n a t i p r o j e c t , "both t h e c i t y and t h e e i g h t 

r a i l r o a d compan ie s s e r v i n g t h e a r e a , a s a g r o u p , u n d e r t o o k 

t h e r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t . The U n i o n T e r m i n a l , l o c a t e d on t h e 

edge o f t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s a r e a , i s on t h e s i t e o f a f o r m e r 

p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n . 

The r e s u l t i n g u s e s o f t h e l a n d s abandoned by t h e 

r a i l r o a d s have b e e n , I n most c a s e s , d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e 

a d j a c e n t u s e . The T e x a s P a c i f i c - M i s s o u r i P a c i f i c Depot 

was l o c a t e d I n a d i s t r i c t zoned f o r l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l u s e s . 

I t i s now u s e d a s a r e t a i l f u r n i t u r e o u t l e t . The 

L o u i s v i l l e - N a s h v i l l e D e p o t , a l s o I n a l i g h t I n d u s t r i a l 

d i s t r i c t , h a s b e e n c o n v e r t e d t o a f u r n i t u r e s t o r e . P l a n s 

h a v e b e e n a d o p t e d , however , t o r e d e v e l o p t h i s a r e a I n t o 

an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Po r t Complex w i t h r e t a i l s t o r e s , o f f i c e s , 

and c o n v e n t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . The T e r m i n a l S t a t i o n was 

f o r m e r l y l o c a t e d i n t h e B a s i n S t r e e t r i g h t - o f - w a y . S i n c e 

t h e r a i l r o a d r e l o c a t i o n , t h e s t a t i o n h a s b e e n d e m o l i s h e d 

and t h e l a n d h a s b e e n used a s t h e s t r e e t ' s median s t r i p . 

The f o r m e r U n i o n S t a t i o n h a s b e e n d e m o l i s h e d and t h e l a n d 
14 

u s e d f o r a p a r k i n g l o t . 

S i n c e c o m p l e t i o n , t h e r e have b e e n t h r e e m a j o r l a n d -

u s e d e v e l o p m e n t s n e a r t h e U n i o n T e r m i n a l . A new p o s t o f f i c e 
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and F e d e r a l b u i l d i n g h a v e b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d t o t h e n o r t h . 

S o u t h o f t h e s t a t i o n an e x p r e s s w a y h a s b e e n d e v e l o p e d , p a r t 

o f w h i c h I s l o c a t e d on t h e abandoned r a i l r o a d r i g h t - o f - w a y . 

The r e m a i n i n g a d j a c e n t l a n d c o n t i n u e s t o be i n l i g h t 

i n d u s t r i a l u s e . 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , P e n n s y l v a n i a . - - I n 1952 t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a R a i l ­

r o a d and t h e C i t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a u n d e r t o o k j o i n t l y t h e 

p r o j e c t t o remove f rom downtown t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Main l i n e . 

B r o a d S t r e e t S t a t i o n , and t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g y a r d s . The r e ­

m o v a l o f t h e s t a t i o n and y a r d s r e l e a s e d 22 a c r e s o f l a n d 

f o r r e u s e . T h i s p r o j e c t d i f f e r s f rom t h e ones d i s c u s s e d 

a b o v e i n t h r e e w a y s : f i r s t , t h e a r e a r e l e a s e d f o r r e u s e 

was s u b s t a n t i a l l y l a r g e r and I n s i n g l e o w n e r s h i p ; s e c o n d , 

t h e r e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e r a i l r o a d l a n d s was c o o r d i n a t e d 

w i t h an a d j a c e n t r e d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t ; and t h i r d , a l t h o u g h 

t h e r a i l r o a d r e t a i n e d o w n e r s h i p o f t h e l a n d , t h e c i t y t o o k 

an a c t i v e p a r t i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e r e u s e o f t h e l a n d . 

The f o r m e r s t a t i o n s i t e was d e s i g n a t e d p r i m a r i l y f o r 

c o m m e r c i a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l u s e s . Thus f a r , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

o n e - h a l f o f t h e l a n d I s b e i n g u s e d o r i s commi t t ed f o r 

u s e . L o c a t e d i n t h e a r e a a r e 2 t w e n t y - s t o r y o f f i c e b u i l d ­

i n g s , a 1 ,000-room h o t e l , and a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c e n t e r com­

b i n i n g an unde rg round bus t e r m i n a l , a f o u r - s t o r y p a r k i n g 

g a r a g e , and an e i g h t e e n - s t o r y o f f i c e t o w e r . I n a d d i t i o n , 

a 1 4 - a c r e u n d e r g r o u n d s h o p p i n g c o n c o u r s e h a s b e e n c r e a t e d 

w h i c h i s a v a i l a b l e t o t h o u s a n d s o f r a i l , subway, and b u s 
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p a s s e n g e r s u s i n g t h e c e n t e r . T h e u n d e r g r o u n d a r e a s h a s 

r e t a i l s h o p s , l a n d s c a p e d g a r d e n s , c o u r t s , a n d a g l a s s - w a l l e d 

s k a t i n g r i n k f o r w i n t e r r e c r e a t i o n . T h e r i n k a r e a d u r i n g 

t h e s u m m e r i s u s e d a s a n o u t d o o r c a f e . C o m m i t t e d f o r f u t u r e 

d e v e l o p m e n t a r e t w o a p a r t m e n t b u i l d i n g s , o n e o f w h i c h i s 

t o b e t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t . 

P e n n C e n t e r i s a n e x a m p l e o f t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s 

p o s s i b l e o n a b a n d o n e d r a i l r o a d p r o p e r t y w i t h a d e q u a t e p l a n ­

n i n g . I t a l s o i l l u s t r a t e s t h e r e s u l t s o f c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n 

a c i t y a n d a r a i l r o a d c o m p a n y . 

L a k e l a n d . F l o r i d a . — A r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t w a s r e c e n t l y 

c o m p l e t e d i n L a k e l a n d . T h e A t l a n t i c C o a s t L i n e R a i l r o a d 

a n d t h e c i t y j o i n t l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e e f f o r t t o r e l o c a t e 

t h e p a s s e n g e r a n d f r e i g h t s t a t i o n s a w a y f r o m t h e c o n g e s t e d 

c e n t r a l c i t y . 

I t i s , o f c o u r s e , t o o s o o n t o e v a l u a t e t h e d e v e l o p ­

m e n t a r o u n d t h e n e w s t a t i o n , w h i c h h a s b e e n r e l o c a t e d o n e 

m i l e w e s t o f t h e c i t y . S i n c e i t i s a c o m b i n e d p a s s e n g e r -

f r e i g h t f a c i l i t y , i t i s p o s s i b l e t h e l a n d a d j a c e n t t o t h e 

t e r m i n a l w i l l b e d e v e l o p e d f o r r a i l r o a d u s e . 

T h e l a n d v a c a t e d b y t h e r a i l r o a d s a n d n o w o w n e d b y 

t h e c i t y i s t o b e c l e a r e d o f t h e r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s a n d 

r e d e v e l o p e d . O n e o f t h e i n i t i a l i m p r o v e m e n t s w i l l b e t h e 

c o n n e c t i o n o f t w o s t r e e t s w h i c h p r e v i o u s l y e n d e d a t t h e 

r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . I n a d d i t i o n , t w o o t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t s a r e 

t o b e m a d e . F i r s t , t h e f o r m e r f r e i g h t - s t a t i o n s i t e i s t o 
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b e r e d e v e l o p e d I n t o a l a r g e p a r k i n g a r e a . S e c o n d , t h e 

f o r m e r p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n s i t e I s t o be d e v e l o p e d I n t o a 

b u s - t r a n s f e r s t a t i o n . The t r a n s f e r s t a t i o n w i l l be an I s ­

l a n d 16 f e e t w ide and e x t e n d i n g an e n t i r e b l o c k . I t w i l l 

i n c l u d e p u b l i c r e s t r o o m s and p r o v i d e s h e l t e r f o r p e d e s t r i a n s . 

As a r e s u l t o f t h e s e c h a n g e s , an a d j a c e n t p a r k i s t o be 

i m p r o v e d . A b u i l d i n g i n t h e p a r k t h a t p r e s e n t l y c o n t a i n s 

p u b l i c r e s t r o o m s i s t o be d e m o l i s h e d , w h i c h w i l l p r o v i d e 

more o p e n e s s . O t h e r improvements w i l l be t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n 

o f f o u n t a i n s , w a l k s , s e a t s , and a new p a v i l i o n . 

V i s u a l i z e d i n t h e t o t a l p l a n f o r i m p r o v i n g t h e 

c e n t r a l a r e a i s b o t h p e d e s t r i a n and p a r k i n g m a l l s . The 

p a r k i n g m a l l i s an a r e a i n w h i c h t r a f f i c i s a l l o w e d bu t i n 

one d i r e c t i o n and a t s l o w s p e e d s . The m a l l s w i l l be c o m p l e ­

mented b y b o t h t h r o u g h and c o l l e c t o r r o u t e s a round t h e a r e a 
15 

w i t h p a r k i n g l o t s a t d e s i g n a t e d l o c a t i o n s . 

T h i s p r o j e c t i l l u s t r a t e s t h e improvements t h a t a r e 

p o s s i b l e u s i n g a s m a l l s t a t i o n a r e a . P e r h a p s i n many s m a l l e r 

c i t i e s an o p p o r t u n i t y t o a d e q u a t e l y r e u s e t h e s e s m a l l a r e a s 

c a n p romote improvemen t s f o r t h e e n t i r e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s 

d i s t r i c t . 

O t h e r C o m p l e t e d R e l o c a t i o n P r o j e c t s . — T h e p r e v i o u s l y c i t e d 

r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t s h a v e b e e n m a j o r u n d e r t a k i n g s . M i l l i o n s 

o f d o l l a r s h a v e b e e n r e q u i r e d t o f i n a n c e e a c h o f t h e m . I n 

e v e r y i n s t a n c e t h e p r o j e c t h a s i n v o l v e d f a c i l i t i e s l o c a t e d 

w i t h i n t h e g e n e r a l v i c i n i t y o f t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . 



23 

O t h e r f a c i l i t i e s , howeve r , a r e b e i n g r e l o c a t e d . They a r e 

u s u a l l y somewhat removed f rom t h e c e n t r a l a r e a . Many t i m e s , 

howeve r , r a i l r o a d compan ie s r e t a i n p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e s e 

abandoned l a n d s . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e when t h e l a n d 

i s l o c a t e d i n a r e a s zoned f o r i n d u s t r i a l u s e . U s u a l l y t h e 

r a i l company w i l l e i t h e r l e a s e t h e l a n d f o r i n d u s t r i a l d e ­

v e l o p m e n t o r d e v e l o p t h e l a n d I t s e l f f o r i n d u s t r y . F o r 

e x a m p l e , when t h e A t l a n t i c C o a s t L i n e R a i l r o a d r e l o c a t e d 

i t s r a i l y a r d s i n A t l a n t a , G e o r g i a , t h e s i t e was c l e a r e d 

o f t h e t r a c k s . Most o f t h e land, was s o l d t o a l a r g e p a p e r 

company, A warehouse was c o n s t r u c t e d on t h e r e m a i n i n g l a n d 

f o r a l a r g e r e t a i l o u t l e t . S i m i l a r l y , a s m a l l e r L & N y a r d 

was r e l o c a t e d i n N a s h v i l l e , T e n n e s s e e , P a r t o f t h e v a c a t e d 

s i t e i s b e i n g u s e d f o r an I n d u s t r i a l p l a n t and t h e r e m a i n i n g 

a r e a f o r p a r k i n g . I t i s l i k e l y , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e p a r k i n g 

w i l l be d i s c o n t i n u e d i f t h e l a n d i s needed by an i n d u s t r y . 

I n o t h e r c a s e s , r a i l c o m p a n i e s r e l o c a t e t h e i r o f f i c e s 

and abandon f a c i l i t i e s t h a t c a n e a s i l y be c o n v e r t e d f o r r e u s e . 

F o r e x a m p l e , t h e C i t y o f W i l m i n g t o n , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , r e c e n t l y 

was g i v e n f o u r b u i l d i n g s when t h e A t l a n t i c C o a s t L i n e R a i l r o a d 

moved i t s g e n e r a l o f f i c e s t o J a c k s o n v i l l e , F l o r i d a . One o f 

t h e b u i l d i n g s i s now b e i n g u s e d a s c i t y p o l i c e h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

The o t h e r t h r e e , h o w e v e r , a r e s t i l l v a c a n t . A t p r e s e n t t h e 

c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e b u i l d i n g s i s i n q u e s t i o n s i n c e t h e y a r e 
16 

l o c a t e d i n an a r e a u n d e r s t u d y f o r u r b a n r e n e w a l . I n 

N a s h v i l l e t h e L & N abandoned t h r e e o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s t h a t 

had f o r m e r l y s e r v e d t h e r a i l r o a d . T h e s e b u i l d i n g s h a v e 
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b e e n s o l d t o an i n s u r a n c e company f o r r e u s e a s b u s i n e s s 

o f f i c e s . 

R a i l r o a d r i g h t s - o f - w a y a r e l i k e w i s e somet imes pu t t o 

o t h e r u s e s . I n B o s t o n , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e c i t y p u r c h a s e d t h e 

abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y o f t h e B o s t o n and A l b a n y R a i l r o a d 

f o r i t s r a p i d t r a n s i t s y s t e m . A l s o , t h e New O r l e a n s e x p r e s s ­

way i s l o c a t e d on abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y . 

P roposed P r o j e c t s 

The p r o p o s e d r e u s e s o f r a i l r o a d l a n d s p e r h a p s r e f l e c t 

an i n c r e a s i n g a w a r e n e s s b y r a i l r o a d s and c i t i e s o f t h e o p ­

p o r t u n i t i e s f o r i m p r o v i n g many e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s t h r o u g h 

t h e p r o p e r r e u s e o f t h e s e l a n d s . U n l i k e some o f t h e c o m p l e t e d 

p r o j e c t s w h i c h were u n d e r t a k e n a s a s i n g l e p r o g r a m , t h e 

f u t u r e p r o j e c t s u s u a l l y a r e a p a r t o f a l o n g r a n g e compre ­

h e n s i v e p l a n t o improve t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . 

C h a t t a n o o g a , T e n n e s s e e . - - A n ag reemen t be tween t h e c i t y and 

t h e L & N and S o u t h e r n R a i l r o a d s was made t o remove t h e 

U n i o n S t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s from downtown C h a t t a n o o g a . The 

new p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n i s t o be i n a l o c a t i o n t h a t w i l l 

p e r m i t t h e r e m o v a l o f numerous g r a d e c r o s s i n g s f rom t h e 

c e n t r a l c o r e . 

A c i v i c c e n t e r i s p l a n n e d f o r d e v e l o p m e n t on t h e 

p r e s e n t s i t e . The y a r d a r e a n o r t h o f t h e s t a t i o n i s t o 

b e zoned f o r l i g h t i n d u s t r y , w h i c h i s t h e u s e d e s i g n a t i o n 

o f t h e a d j a c e n t l a n d . A p p a r e n t l y deve lopmen t w i t h i n t h i s 
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a r e a w i l l be d e t e r m i n e d by t h e f u t u r e l a n d n e e d s f o r l i g h t 

i n d u s t r y . 

An u r b a n r e n e w a l p r o j e c t b e i n g e x e c u t e d n e a r t h e 

r a i l r o a d l a n d s w i l l p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t s . The 

e x p r e s s w a y , c o m m e r c i a l , r e s i d e n t i a l , and p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s 

t h a t w i l l r e s u l t f rom t h e u r b a n r e n e w a l p r o j e c t and t h e 

c i v i c c e n t e r t h a t w i l l r e s u l t f rom t h i s r a i l r o a d r e l o c a t i o n 

w i l l improve downtown C h a t t a n o o g a . 

C h i c a g o . I l l i n o i s . — T h e Deve lopment P l a n F o r The C e n t r a l 
17 ~ ' ' 

A r e a o f C h i c a g o p r o p o s e s m a j o r l a n d u s e a d j u s t m e n t s f o r 

C h i c a g o ' s c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . P o s s i b l y t h e g r e a t e s t 

c h a n g e w i l l r e s u l t f rom t h e recommended c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f 

t h e S o u t h S i d e r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n s and t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f t h e 

a d j a c e n t y a r d s . S i n c e a l a r g e p a r t o f t h e downtown l a n d 

a r e a i s now o c c u p i e d by r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s , t h e i r r e m o v a l 

and r e d e v e l o p m e n t would h a v e a t r emendous i n f l u e n c e upon 

t h e c e n t r a l c i t y . I n a d d i t i o n , i t would p e r m i t c o m m e r c i a l 

g r o w t h t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e Loop w h i c h h a s b e e n b l o c k e d by 

t h e r a i l r o a d y a r d s . 

The p r o p o s e d u s e s f o r t h e r a i l r o a d l a n d s a r e compre ­

h e n s i v e . The p r e s e n t s i t e s o f Grand C e n t r a l and D e a r b o r n 

S t a t i o n s t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e a d j a c e n t y a r d s a r e d e s i g n a t e d 

f o r t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s i n C h i c a g o . 

The a d j a c e n t l a n d on t h e s o u t h and e a s t o f t h e p r o p o s e d 

130 a c r e campus i s t o be r e d e v e l o p e d f o r r e s i d e n t i a l 

p u r p o s e s . L a S a l l e S t a t i o n i s t o be r e d e v e l o p e d i n t o a 
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g o v e r n m e n t a l c e n t e r f o r f e d e r a l o f f i c e s . The I l l i n o i s 

C e n t r a l f r e i g h t t e r m i n a l and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n y a r d be tween 

M i c h i g a n Avenue and L a k e S h o r e D r i v e a r e a l s o p r o p o s e d t o 

be r e l o c a t e d . The new u s e s w i l l be h o t e l s and a p a r t m e n t s 

t h a t o v e r l o o k L a k e M i c h i g a n . 

The new t e r m i n a l f o r t h e c o n s o l i d a t e d p a s s e n g e r 

s e r v i c e w i l l b e l o c a t e d a t t h e p r e s e n t s i t e o f t h e U n i o n -

N o r t h w e s t e r n S t a t i o n . T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t , howeve r , w i l l be 

more t h a n j u s t a p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n . I t i s t o be a t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n c e n t e r f o r t h e l o c a t i o n o f a l l fo rms o f t r a n s p o r t ­

a t i o n . To be i n c l u d e d , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n , 

a r e a downtown a i r l i n e s ' t e r m i n a l , a h e l i p o r t , a bus t e r m i n a l 

f o r t h e C h i c a g o T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , and a l a r g e a u t o m o b i l e 

p a r k i n g g a r a g e . 

The r e d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n s f o r downtown C h i c a g o a r e no t 

l i t t l e p l a n s . They a r e l o n g r a n g e p l a n s t o meet t h e f u t u r e 

n e e d s o f C h i c a g o . 

S t . P e t e r s b u r g ; . F l o r i d a . — E f f o r t s a r e underway t o r e v i t a l i z e 

t h e c o r e a r e a o f S t . P e t e r s b u r g . As p o i n t e d out i n t h e 
18 

S t . P e t e r s b u r g C e n t r a l C o r e P l a n . r e l o c a t i n g t h e r a i l r o a d 

l i n e s f rom t h e downtown i s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e s u c c e s s f u l 

c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e p l a n . Once t h e t r a c k s h a v e b e e n removed , 

a p rog ram t o improve t r a f f i c c i r c u l a t i o n w i l l b e g i n . The 

f i r s t s t e p w i l l be t o e s t a b l i s h a one-way s t r e e t s y s t e m . 

T h i s t e m p o r a r y m e a s u r e , i t i s h o p e d , w i l l r e l i e v e much o f 

t h e p r e s e n t t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n d u r i n g t h e deve lopmen t o f a 
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b e l t l o o p s y s t e m around t h e c e n t r a l c o r e 0 N e i t h e r program 

i s now p o s s i b l e b e c a u s e of" the•barriers c r e a t e d b y t h e r a i l ­

r o a d r i g h t s - o f - w a yo 

The c i t y p l a n s t o a c q u i r e t h e r a i l r o a d p a s s e n g e r 

s t a t i o n a f t e r t r a i n s e r v i c e s h a v e been d i s c o n t i n u e d . I t 

w i l l be r e u s e d a s a t e r m i n a l b y t h e M u n i c i p a l T r a n s i t 

S y s t e m . W i t h m i n o r r e m o d e l i n g ^ t h e s t a t i o n would p r o v i d e 

s h e l t e r f o r bus p a s s e n g e r s d u r i n g i n c l e m e n t w e a t h e r and 

r e s t r o o m s f o r b o t h d r i v e r s and passengers* 

Tuscon, A r i z o n a . , - - I n 1 9 5 5 * t h e r e p o r t R a i l r o a d R e l o c a t i o n 
19 

and T r a c k D e p r e s s i o n p r o p o s e d t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f t h e S o u t h e r n 

P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s i n T u s c o n , The r e l o c a t i o n would 

e n a b l e t h e u n i f i c a t i o n o f t h e c e n t r a l area., w h i c h i s now 

s e p a r a t e d b y t h e r a i l r o a d r i g h t s - o f - w a y . I t would a l s o p e r m i t 

t h e e x t e n s i o n o f s t r e e t s t h a t now d e a d - e n d a t t h e r a i l r o a d . 

The v a l u e o f a d d i t i o n a l f o o t a g e t h a t would be c r e a t e d by t h e 

r e l o c a t i o n and t h e s t r e e t e x t e n s i o n s was e s t i m a t e d a t n e a r l y 

t h r e e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . T h i s e s t i m a t e d v a l u e ; o f c o u r s e , was 

b a s e d on c o m m e r c i a l r e u s e . F o r t h e p r e s e n t * t h e c i t y h a s 
d e c i d e d t o abandon e f f o r t s t o n e g o t i a t e t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e 
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f a c i l i t i e s o 

P r o v i d e n c e . Rhode I s l a n d 0 - - R a i l r o a d r e l o c a t i o n i s p a r t o f 

a l o n g - r a n g e p rogram f o r t h e improvement o f downtown 

P r o v i d e n c e . I n t h e r e c e n t l y c o m p l e t e d s t u d y Downtown 
21 

P r o v i d e n c e 1970» i t was p r o p o s e d t h a t t h e New Haven R a i l ­

road main l i n e and p a s s e n g e r .station, now l o c a t e d i n t h e 
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c e n t r a l c o r e , b e r e l o c a t e d on t h e n o r t h e r n e d g e o f t h e 

c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . The new l o c a t i o n i s t o h a v e a d e ­

q u a t e p a r k i n g and be c o n v e n i e n t l y c o n n e c t e d t o t h e downtown 

and s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a by an e x p r e s s w a y w h i c h w i l l be p a r t l y 

l o c a t e d on an abandon r i g h t s - o f - w a y . O t h e r p r o p o s e d l a n d 

u s e s i n t h e a r e a a r e t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Rhode I s l a n d , a 

p a r k i n g g a r a g e , a h e l i p o r t , and a h o t e l . 

T h e r e u s e o f t h e abandoned r a i l r o a d l a n d s w i l l 

c o m p r i s e an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e o v e r - a l l improvement p l a n . 

The new us-es , i n a d d i t i o n t o a v a r i e t y o f c o m m e r c i a l e s t a b l i s h ­

m e n t s , s u c h a s a depa r tmen t s t o r e and f a s h i o n c e n t e r , w i l l 

b e v a r i e d . P u b l i c u s e s i n t h e a r e a w i l l i n c l u d e a s p o r t s 

a r e n a , e x p o s i t i o n h a l l , and an o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . When t h e 

e n t i r e p r o j e c t i s c o m p l e t e d , s i x t y a c r e s o f t h e c e n t r a l 

b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t w i l l h a v e b e e n c o m p l e t e l y r e d e v e l o p e d . 

R e u s e and Redeve lopmen t o f S t a t i o n s 

I n t h e p a s t r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n s h a v e b e e n c o n v e r t e d 

t o o t h e r u s e s . F o r i n s t a n c e , f r e i g h t d e p o t s h a v e b e e n r e ­

u s e d a s f e e d s t o r e s and a s s t o r a g e b u i l d i n g s . P a s s e n g e r 

s t a t i o n s h a v e b e e n r e u s e d a s l o d g e h a l l s and a s c o m m e r c i a l 

s t o r e s . I n most c a s e s t h e s e c o n v e r s i o n s h a v e t a k e n p l a c e 

i n s m a l l e r c o m m u n i t i e s . T h e r e a r e , h o w e v e r , r a i l r o a d 

c o m p a n i e s i n t h e e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h a t 

a r e s e l l i n g a number o f s t a t i o n s . Many o f t h e s e a r e l o c a t e d 

i n t h e c e n t r a l c o r e o f t h e l a r g e r m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s . I t 

i s t h e r e u s e o f some o f t h e s e s t a t i o n s t h a t w i l l be 
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c o n s i d e r e d h e r e . 

T h e r e i s . o f c o u r s e , a d i f f e r e n c e be tween t h e r e ­

l o c a t i o n o f a s t a t i o n , a s p r e v i o u s l y d i s c u s s e d , and t h e 

s a l e o f o n e . I n r e l o c a t i o n , f a c i l i t i e s and s e r v i c e s a r e 

removed t o a n o t h e r s i t e . U s u a l l y r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t s a r e 

u n d e r t a k e n a s a j o i n t e f f o r t e i t h e r b y c o o p e r a t i n g r a i l ­

r o a d compan ie s o r a l o c a l g o v e r n i n g body and a r a i l r o a d 

company o r c o m p a n i e s . A s a l e i s somewhat d i f f e r e n t . 

U s u a l l y i t i s u n d e r t a k e n by t h e r a i l company owning t h e 

s i t e . Many t i m e s t h e r a i l r o a d s e r v i c e and f a c i l i t i e s 

r e m a i n , u s i n g o n l y t h e s p a c e n e c e s s a r y t o c a r r y on b u s i n e s s . 

O t h e r t i m e s t h e s e r v i c e s a r e d i s c o n t i n u e d and t h e s t a t i o n s 

a b a n d o n e d . The s a l e o f abandoned r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n s i s u s u a l l y 

made b y r a i l c o m p a n i e s t o s e c u r e r e l i e f f rom t h e h i g h t a x e s 
22 

imposed upon t h e f a c i l i t i e s . To l e a s e - b a c k s p a c e I n a 

s t a t i o n c o s t s t h e r a i l r o a d s l e s s p e r y e a r t h a n t h e a n n u a l 

t a x e s on t h e p r o p e r t y . 

R e u s e W i t h R a i l r o a d F a c i l i t i e s . — A l t h o u g h a r a i l r o a d company 

m i g h t s e l l a s t a t i o n I n f e e s i m p l e , i t somet imes r e s e r v e s 

t h e p r i v i l e g e o f c o n t i n u i n g o p e r a t i o n s . Where p a s s e n g e r 

f a c i l i t i e s a r e r e q u i r e d , t h e p u r c h a s e r s u s u a l l y f u r n i s h s u c h 

f a c i l i t i e s a s h e a t e d and l i g h t e d w a i t i n g rooms , t o i l e t 
23 

f a c i l i t i e s , and t i c k e t o f f i c e s . G e n e r a l l y t h e r a i l r o a d 

a c q u i r e s a t w e n t y y e a r l e a s e w i t h o p t i o n o f r e n e w a l f o r 

i t s p u r p o s e s . 

A p p a r e n t l y t h e most f a v o r e d u s e s i n t e r m i n a l r e t a i n ­

i n g t r a i n s e r v i c e s a r e r e t a i l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s and b u s i n e s s 
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o f f i c e s . W h e n s t r u c t u r e s a r e b u i l t a b o v e t h e r a i l r o a d 

f a c i l i t i e s , a p a r t m e n t b u i l d i n g s a n d m o t e l s a r e f a v o r e d u s e s . 

I n C o n c o r d . N e w H a m p s h i r e , t h e p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n a n d i t s 

25 a c r e s o f l a n d a r e t o b e r e d e v e l o p e d . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 

n e e d e d r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s , t h e r e w i l l b e a s h o p p i n g c e n t e r 

2 4 

a n d o f f i c e b u i l d i n g l o c a t e d o n t h e s i t e . I n B o s t o n , t h e 

S o u t h S i d e S t a t i o n i s t o b e c o m p l e t e l y r e m o d e l e d . O n t h e 

g r o u n d f l o o r , i n a d d i t i o n t o p a s s e n g e r f a c i l i t i e s , w i l l b e 

a g r o u p o f r e t a i l s t o r e s . T h e u p p e r f l o o r s a r e t o b e l e a s e d 

25 
f o r b u s i n e s s o f f i c e s . T h e N e w Y o r k C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d h a s 

s o l d i t s s t a t i o n s a t V a l h a l l a , T h o r n w o o d , H a w t h o r n e , B r e w s t e r , 

a n d C a r m e l i n W e s t c h e s t e r a n d P u t m a n C o u n t i e s o f N e w Y o r k 

S t a t e , T h e n e w o w n e r s p l a n t o r e m o d e l e a c h o f t h e s e s t a t i o n s 

t o p r o v i d e b e t t e r f a c i l i t i e s f o r p a s s e n g e r s . F o r a d d e d c o n ­

v e n i e n c e e a c h s t a t i o n w i l l h a v e a f e w r e t a i l s t o r e s a n d , i n 
2 6 

s o m e c a s e s , a s u p e r m a r k e t . T h e S u b u r b a n S t a t i o n i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a w a s r e c e n t l y s o l d b y t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a R a i l r o a d . 

T h e p a s s e n g e r s e r v i c e w i l l b e c o n t i n u e d ; h o w e v e r , i t w i l l 

b e c a r r i e d o n f r o m a s u b - l e v e l f l o o r o f a n e w 30 s t o r y a p a r t -

27 
m e n t b u i l d i n g t h a t i s t o b e c o n s t r u c t e d o v e r t h e s t a t i o n . 

A l s o , t h e I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l h a s s o l d i t s f r e i g h t s t a t i o n i n 

d o w n t o w n C h i c a g o . A 2 0 s t o r y m o t e l i s t o b e c o n s t r u c t e d o n 
2 8 

t h i s r a i l r o a d l a n d . P e r h a p s o n e o f t h e m o s t e l a b o r a t e 

d e v e l o p m e n t s t o b e m a d e o n r a i l r o a d p r o p e r t y i s t h e n e w 

o f f i c e b u i l d i n g i n N e w Y o r k C i t y . T h e n e w b u i l d i n g w i l l 

r e p l a c e t h e G r a n d C e n t r a l T e r m i n a l O f f i c e B u i l d i n g . T h i s 
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50 s t o r y s t r u c t u r e w i l l i n c l u d e , i n a d d i t i o n t o o f f i c e 

s p a c e and t e r m i n a l f a c i l i t i e s , t h r e e t h e a t e r s , an e x h i b i t i o n 

a r e a , a p a r k i n g g a r a g e f o r 2,000 c a r s , and p o s s i b l y a h e l i -
24 

p o r t . 

Reuse W i t h o u t R a i l r o a d F a c i l i t i e s . - - T h e r e seem t o be v a r i o u s 

r e u s e s o f s t a t i o n s i t e s t h a t have b e e n s o l d i n f e e s i m p l e 

w i t h o u t c o n t i n u i n g r a i l s e r v i c e s , I n some c a s e s , t h e e x i s t ­

i n g s t r u c t u r e s a r e r emode led f o r o t h e r u s e s . I n o t h e r 

c a s e s , t h e s t a t i o n s a r e d e m o l i s h e d and t h e s i t e s r e d e v e l o p ­

ed f o r a new u s e . Many e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s h a v e b e e n r e u s e d 

f o r s u c h p u r p o s e s a s g a s o l i n e s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s , g i f t s h o p s , 

r e t a i l s t o r e s , and l i b r a r i e s . More s p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e S o u t h 

C h i c a g o S t r e e t S t a t i o n and subu rban s t a t i o n i n P h i l a d e l p h i a 

a r e now s u p e r m a r k e t s . The E a s t o n R a p i d s , M i c h i g a n S t a t i o n 

i s u sed a s a s e e d s t o r e . I n B r i a r c l i f f Manor , New Y o r k , t h e 

f o r m e r p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n i s now a p u b l i c l i b r a r y . A newspaper 
o f f i c e now o c c u p i e s t h e f o r m e r p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n i n W a t e r b u r g , 

30 
C o n n e c t i c u t . The Rock I s l a n d R a i l r o a d A c c o u n t i n g B u i l d i n g 

i n C h i c a g o h a s been d o n a t e d t o t h e Good W i l l I n d u s t r i e s . 
31 

I t w i l l be c o n v e r t e d t o a workshop f o r t h e h a n d i c a p p e d . 

The s t a t i o n s t h a t a r e abandoned and s o l d i n f e e s i m p l e 

g i v e t h e p u r c h a s e r s more f l e x i b i l i t y i n d e v e l o p i n g t h e s i t e s . 

S i n c e most t e r m i n a l s a r e l o c a t e d i n o r n e a r t h e c e n t r a l c i t y , 

t h e y , i n many i n s t a n c e , o c c u p y v a l u a b l e l a n d t h a t c a n be 

r e d e v e l o p e d t o p r o v i d e needed s e r v i c e s . The s a l e o f t h e s e 

s i t e s g i v e s b o t h p r i v a t e i n v e s t o r s and c i t y g o v e r n m e n t s an 
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o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r o v i d e many f a c i l i t i e s i n t h e c e n t r a l a r e a 

t h a t w i l l add t o t h e u t i l i t y and c o n v e n i e n c e o f t h e down­

town a r e a . 

I n C l e v e l a n d , O h i o , f o r i n s t a n c e , i t h a s b e e n p r o ­

p o s e d t h a t t h e u n i o n t e r m i n a l , w h i c h i s f o r s a l e , be p u r c h a s e d 

b y t h e c i t y . I t i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h i s s i t e be u s e d f o r t h e 

l o c a t i o n o f a new c o n v e n t i o n h a l l t o i n c r e a s e t h e c i t y ' s 
32 

a t t r a c t i o n a s a c o n v e n t i o n c e n t e r . A n o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t 

d e v e l o p m e n t i s p r o p o s e d f o r t h e West 4 0 t h S t r e e t F r e i g h t 

S t a t i o n and i t s y a r d s t h a t h a v e b e e n p u r c h a s e d on M a n h a t t a n 
I s l a n d f rom t h e New Y o r k C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d . I t i s t o be t h e 
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s i t e o f t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t m o t e l . I n R o c h e l l e , New Y o r k , 

a g r o u p o f r e a l t o r s h a s p u r c h a s e d t h e New Haven f r e i g h t 

s t a t i o n t h a t i s l o c a t e d i n t h e b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . I n a n 

a t t e m p t t o improve t h e s e r v i c e s o f t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s 
d i s t r i c t , a 2 4 - s t o r y u r b a n s h o p p i n g c e n t e r w i l l be d e v e l o p e d , 
i n c l u d i n g a d e q u a t e p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s and t h e a m e n i t i e s o f 

34 
p r o p e r l a n d s c a p i n g . 

O b s e r v a t i o n s f o r F u t u r e A p p l i c a t i o n 

T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l l e s s o n s t h a t c a n b e l e a r n e d f rom 

t h e r a i l r o a d r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t s d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r . 

F i r s t , t h e l e s s o n t h a t abandoned l a n d s a r e r e u s e d more e f f e c t ­

i v e l y when g u i d e d by a c o m p r e h e n s i v e p l a n o f d e v e l o p m e n t . 

S e c o n d , t h e l e s s o n t h a t t h e r e are numerous p o s s i b l e r e u s e s o f 

abandoned r a i l r o a d l a n d s and s t r u c t u r e s . T h i r d , t h e l e s s o n 

t h a t c i t i e s t a k e an a c t i v e p a r t i n t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f r a i l r o a d 
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f a c i l i t i e s from t h e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t and many t i m e s 

d e s i g n a t e t h e b e s t r e u s e o f t h e s e abandoned l a n d s . A n d , 

f o u r t h , t h e l e s s o n t h a t u r b a n r e n e w a l and r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t s 

c a n be u s e d t o g e t h e r t o c h a n g e t h e l a n d - u s e c h a r a c t e r o f an 

e n t i r e a r e a . 

R a i l r o a d l a n d s u s u a l l y o c c u p y v a l u a b l e l a n d w i t h i n a 

c i t y . O n l y I n r e c e n t y e a r s , howeve r , h a v e c i t i e s a t t e m p t e d 

t o i n f l u e n c e t h e r e u s e o f t h e s e abandoned l a n d s . A p p a r e n t l y 

t h e r e i s an i n c r e a s i n g r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e u s e p o t e n t i a l o f 

t h e s e l a n d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y when r e u s e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e p l a n o f t h e c i t y . F o r I n s t a n c e , t h e r e u s e s 

p l a n n e d f o r t h e r a i l r o a d l a n d s i n b o t h C h i c a g o , a s d i s c u s s e d 

on p a g e 25, and P r o v i d e n c e , d i s c u s s e d on p a g e 28, were b a s e d 

on c o m p r e h e n s i v e d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n s , I n c l u d i n g s u c h a s p e c t s 

a s f u t u r e l a n d u s e , p o p u l a t i o n , economy, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ^ and 

communi ty f a c i l i t i e s . I n e v e r y c a s e where t h e c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

p l a n h a s e s t a b l i s h e d t h e f ramework f o r r e u s i n g abandoned 

r a i l r o a d l a n d s , i t h a s r e s u l t e d i n t h e improvement o r p r o p o s e d 

improvement o f t h e e n t i r e s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a . I n C i n c i n n a t i 

and New O r l e a n s where t h e c o m p r e h e n s i v e p l a n a p p a r e n t l y d i d 

n o t e s t a b l i s h a f ramework f o r r e u s i n g t h e abandoned r a i l ­

r o a d l a n d s , t h e r e were no improvement s i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 

a r e a . 

T h e r e a r e a number o f p o s s i b l e r e u s e s o f abandoned 

l i n e s , s t a t i o n s , and y a r d s . The r i g h t s - o f - w a y o f abandoned 

l i n e s c a n be u s e d f o r o t h e r fo rms o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The 
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New O r l e a n s e x p r e s s w a y , d i s c u s s e d on p a g e 1 9 , i s l o c a t e d 

on abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y , and t h e e a s t - w e s t e x p r e s s w a y 

p r o p o s e d i n P r o v i d e n c e and shown on F i g u r e 3 w i l l be l o c a t e d 

on t h e New Haven R a i l r o a d r i g h t s - o f - w a y t h a t i s t o be a b a n d o n ­

e d . B o s t o n h a s a l s o u s e d abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y f o r t r a n s p o r ­

t a t i o n n e e d s . A r a p i d - t r a n s i t l i n e u s e s t h e f o r m e r B o s t o n 

and A l b a n y l a n d . By u s i n g t h e abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y New 

O r l e a n s and B o s t o n r e d u c e d t h e r i g h t s - o f - w a y c o s t s o f t h e i r 

f a c i l i t i e s . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e u s e o f t h e abandoned r i g h t s -

o f - w a y r e d u c e d t h e c o s t o f b a s e m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e e x p r e s s w a y 

and t r a c k s o f t h e r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e . I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t 

P r o v i d e n c e w i l l s a v e a p p r o x i m a t e l y f i v e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s by 

u s i n g t h e abandoned r a i l r o a d r i g h t s - o f - w a y . 

O t h e r u s e s s h o u l d be made o f abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y 

t h a t c a n n o t be u t i l i z e d f o r o t h e r means o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I n New O r l e a n s t h e f o r m e r r i g h t s - o f - w a y o f t h e G u l f , M o b i l e , 

and O h i o R a i l r o a d were p a r a l l e l e d on e i t h e r s i d e by B a s i n 

S t r e e t . T h i s l a n d h a s b e e n u s e d a s a g r a s s e d med ian s t r i p 

s i n c e t h e l i n e was a b a n d o n e d . T h e r e h a v e b e e n no i n d i c a t i o n s 

i n t h e s t u d i e s o r r e p o r t s o f t h e o t h e r c i t i e s i n c l u d e d i n t h i s 

t h e s i s t h a t abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y n o t s u i t e d f o r o t h e r means 

o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n have b e e n r e u s e d . The r e u s e o f t h e s e l a n d s 

w i l l p r e v e n t them from becoming u n c a r e d f o r s t r i p s o f l a n d 

t h a t would be u n s i g h t l y and d e t r i m e n t a l t o t h e a r e a . P e r h a p s 

t h e f o l l o w i n g s u g g e s t e d u s e s w i l l be a p p l i c a b l e i n s u c h c a s e s . 

Be tween r e s i d e n t i a l and n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l u s e s , t h e abandoned 
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r i g h t s - o f - w a y may be i d e a l f o r a b u f f e r s t r i p . S i n c e r i g h t s -

o f - w a y p a s s t h r o u g h d e v e l o p e d and u n d e v e l o p e d a r e a s , t h e y 

may be u s e f u l f o r u t i l i t y e a s e m e n t s . I n o t h e r c a s e s t h e 

abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y c o u l d be s o l d o r g i v e n t o t h e a d j a c e n t 

p r o p e r t y o w n e r s . 

S t a t i o n s may be r e u s e d i n v a r i o u s w a y s . As d i s c u s s e d 

on p a g e 29, u s e s i n a d d i t i o n t o t h o s e n e c e s s a r y f o r r a i l r o a d 

o p e r a t i o n s may be e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h i n a s t a t i o n . Abandoned 

r a i l r o a d s t r u c t u r e s c a n be r emode led f o r new u s e s a s were 

t h e S o u t h C h i c a g o S t a t i o n o r o t h e r s d i s c u s s e d on p a g e 33-

I n some c a s e s t h e s t r u c t u r e s may be d e m o l i s h e d and t h e l a n d 

r e d e v e l o p e d a s was done i n L a k e l a n d and a s p r o p o s e d f o r t h e 

U n i o n S t a t i o n i n C h a t t a n o o g a . I n o t h e r i n s t a n c e s , t h e s t a t i o n 

and i t s a d j a c e n t y a r d s may be r e d e v e l o p e d a s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a 

and a s i s soon t o be done i n C h i c a g o and P r o v i d e n c e . D i s c u s ­

s i o n s o f t h e s e p r o j e c t s a r e i n c l u d e d w i t h t h i s c h a p t e r . 

The r e u s e o f an abandoned y a r d w i l l be i n f l u e n c e d 

t o a l a r g e e x t e n t by i t s l o c a t i o n . The New Y o r k C e n t r a l and 

I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l y a r d s a r e l o c a t e d on t h e edge o f t h e C h i c a g o 

c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . As shown on F i g u r e 2, t h e NYC 

y a r d h a s b e e n d e s i g n a t e d f o r t h e f u t u r e s i t e o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y 

o f I l l i n o i s i n C h i c a g o and t h e I C y a r d i s t o be t h e l o c a t i o n 

o f h i g h - r i s e apa r tmen t b u i l d i n g s and h o t e l s . The y a r d s a b a n ­

doned i n A t l a n t a and N a s h v i l l e , d i s c u s s e d on p a g e 23> were 

l o c a t e d away from t h e c e n t r a l a r e a . These l a n d s were u sed 

f o r i n d u s t r i a l p u r p o s e s . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h e r e u s e o f 
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y a r d s l o c a t e d i n c e n t r a l a r e a s were p l a n n e d by l o c a l p l a n n i n g 

c o m m i s s i o n s , bu t t h e r e u s e o f abandoned y a r d s o u t s i d e t h e s e 

a r e a s were d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e r a i l r o a d s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e z o n i n g 

o f t h e d i s t r i c t i n w h i c h t h e l a n d s were l o c a t e d . 

A l l t h e c i t i e s d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r , e x c e p t 

C i n c i n n a t i , h a v e t a k e n o r p l a n t o t a k e an a c t i v e p a r t i n 

t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s f rom t h e c e n t r a l 

b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . U s u a l l y c i t i e s s h a r e p a r t o f t h e r e ­

l o c a t i o n c o s t s , a s worked out w i t h t h e r a i l r o a d c o m p a n i e s . 

I n e v e r y i n s t a n c e , e x c e p t : . i n New O r l e a n s and C i n c i n n a t i , t h e 

l o c a l p l a n n i n g c o m m i s s i o n h a s d e s i g n a t e d t h e b e s t r e u s e o f 

t h e l a n d s abandoned i n t h e c e n t r a l a r e a . I n L a k e l a n d , t h e 

c i t y p u r c h a s e d t h e l a n d and d e v e l o p e d t h e u s e s t h a t a r e d i s ­

c u s s e d on p a g e 21 . S t . P e t e r s b u r g p l a n s t o p u r c h a s e t h e a b a n ­

doned r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n f o r r e u s e , a s d i s c u s s e d on p a g e 27 . 

I n o t h e r c a s e s , howeve r , the l o c a l p l a n n i n g c o m m i s s i o n s h a v e 

p l a n n e d t h e r e u s e o f l a n d t h a t has o r w i l l r e m a i n i n p r i v a t e 

o w n e r s h i p . F o r i n s t a n c e , b o t h t h e u s e and s i t e p l a n o f t h e 

r a i l r o a d l a n d abandoned i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , d i s c u s s e d on p a g e 20, 

were p r e p a r e d by t h e l o c a l p l a n n i n g c o m m i s s i o n a t t h e r e q u e s t 

o f t h e r a i l r o a d company. T h i s c o o p e r a t i o n be tween t h e c i t y 

and r a i l r o a d h a s r e s u l t e d i n a r e u s e o f t h e r a i l r o a d l a n d 

p r o f i t a b l e f o r b o t h p a r t i e s . The o f f i c i a l s o f t h e New Haven 

R a i l r o a d h a v e a g r e e d t o a l l o w t h e c i t y p l a n n i n g c o m m i s s i o n 

o f P r o v i d e n c e t o d e t e r m i n e t h e b e s t r e u s e o f t h e i r p r o p e r t y 

t h a t i s t o be a b a n d o n e d . P e r h a p s t h i s ag reement w i l l be a s 

s u c c e s s f u l a s t h e one on P h i l a d e l p h i a . 
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Urban r e n e w a l c a n be u s e d on t h e l a n d s a d j a c e n t t o a 

r e l o c a t i o n p r o j e c t t o c o m p l e t e l y a d j u s t t h e l a n d - u s e c h a r a c t e r 

o f t h e e n t i r e a r e a . The r e u s e o f t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a B r o a d S t r e e t 

S t a t i o n and I t s y a r d s , d i s c u s s e d on p a g e 2 0 , was complemented 

b y t h e u s e s w i t h i n an a d j a c e n t u r b a n - r e n e w a l p r o j e c t . T h e s e 

two improvements have c o m p l e t e l y changed t h e l a n d u s e i n t h e 

a r e a and g i v e n downtown P h i l a d e l p h i a added v i t a l i t y . Urban 

r e n e w a l w i l l a l s o be u s e d i n C h i c a g o t o improve t h e l a n d a d ­

j a c e n t t o t h e y a r d s p r o p o s e d t o be r e l o c a t e d . S i n c e t h e NYC 

y a r d i s d e s i g n a t e d f o r t h e s i t e o f t h e u n i v e r s i t y , a p r o p o s a l 

h a s b e e n made t o r e d e v e l o p t h e a d j a c e n t l a n d f o r apa r tmen t 

f a c i l i t i e s . The a r e a i s shown on F i g u r e 2 . The improvement 

o f b o t h a r e a s w i l l c o m p l e t e l y a l t e r t h e l a n d - u s e p a t t e r n s o u t h 

o f t h e L o o p , A l s o an u r b a n - r e n e w a l p r o j e c t i s now underway 

a d j a c e n t t o t h e C h a t t a n o o g a S t a t i o n t h a t i s t o be r e l o c a t e d . 

I n summary, i t h a s b e e n d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t t h r o u g h 

a d e q u a t e p l a n n i n g f o r t h e p r o p e r r e u s e o f abandoned r a i l r o a d 

p r o p e r t i e s , a c i t y h a s , p e r h a p s , one o f i t s few o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

t o c o r r e c t many p h y s i c a l f e a t u r e s t h a t have b e e n r e n d e r e d 

o b s o l e t e t h r o u g h t e c h n o l o g i c a l i m p r o v e m e n t s . 
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CHAPTER I V 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

I t i s becoming e v i d e n t t h a t p a s s e n g e r and f r e i g h t 

s t a t i o n s , i n many i n s t a n c e s , c a n be o p e r a t e d more e f f e c t i v e ­

l y and more e c o n o m i c a l l y i n l o c a t i o n s o u t s i d e t h e c e n t r a l -

b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . A l s o , i t h a s b e e n d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n y a r d s o f s u f f i c i e n t s i z e and w i t h e l e c t r i ­

c a l l y c o n t r o l l e d equipment c a n r e d u c e b o t h y a r d - o p e r a t i n g 

c o s t s and f r e i g h t - s h i p p i n g s c h e d u l e s . I n many c a s e s e x i s t ­

i n g c l a s s i f i c a t i o n y a r d s a r e t o o s m a l l and l a c k t h e e q u i p ­

ment n e c e s s a r y f o r t h i s e f f e c t i v e o p e r a t i o n . B e c a u s e o f 

a d j a c e n t deve lopmen t i t i s f r e q u e n t l y i m p o s s i b l e t o e n l a r g e 

many o f t h e m . I n t h e f u t u r e , t h e r e f o r e , r a i l r o a d c o m p a n i e s 

w i l l p r o b a b l y r e l o c a t e many o f t h e i r f a c i l i t i e s a n d , i n s o 

d o i n g , abandon l a n d s c a n be pu t t o new u s e s . 

R a i l r o a d s t r u c t u r e s w i l l be a v a i l a b l e f o r new o r 

a d d i t i o n a l u s e s i n t h e f u t u r e . Many r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n s a r e 

good l o c a t i o n s f o r c o m m e r c i a l u s e s o r i e n t e d t o t h e s e r v i c e 

o f p a s s e n g e r s u s i n g t h e s t a t i o n s . S i n c e r a i l r o a d a r e a t t e m p t ­

i n g t o r e d u c e e x p e n s e s t h e y a r e o f t e n i n t e r e s t e d i n l e a s i n g 

s p a c e i n s t a t i o n s no t needed f o r t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s . A l s o , 

t h e c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f r a i l r o a d c o m p a n i e s , w h i c h s h o u l d 

i n c r e a s e i n t h e f u t u r e , w i l l r e s u l t i n t h e abandonment o f 

a number o f s t a t i o n s t h a t c a n be c o n v e r t e d t o new u s e s . 
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As c l e a r l y shown by t h e e x a m p l e s I n c l u d e d i n t h i s 

t h e s i s , t h e o n l y way t o a d e q u a t e l y d e t e r m i n e t h e r e u s e o f 

abandoned r a i l r o a d s t r u c t u r e s and l a n d s i s t h r o u g h a d e q u a t e 

p l a n n i n g w i t h i n t h e framework o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e deve lopmen t 

p l a n f o r t h e c i t y . A l s o , t h e s e e x a m p l e s have d e m o n s t r a t e d 

t h a t t h r o u g h t h e u s e o f i n f o r m a l a g r e e m e n t s be tween t h e 

c i t y and t h e r a i l r o a d company, abandoned l a n d s c a n be used 

i n a manner t h a t w i l l b e n e f i t b o t h p a r t i e s . 

A c i t y s h o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e i n f i n a n c i n g t h e r e l o c a t i o n 

o f r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s t h a t w i l l f r e e l a n d needed b y t h e 

communi ty f o r a d d i t i o n a l s e r v i c e s and f a c i l i t i e s . O t h e r 

r e l o c a t i o n s , o f c o u r s e , s h o u l d be e n t i r e l y t h e r e s p o n s i b i l ­

i t y o f t h e r a i l r o a d s . I n e i t h e r c a s e , however , t h e l o c a l 

p l a n n i n g c o m m i s s i o n s h o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e 

b e s t r e u s e o f l a n d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e c o m p r e h e n s i v e p l a n 

o f t h e c i t y . 

I t would be d e s i r a b l e t o u s e u r b a n r e n e w a l whenever 

needed a s a method t o a d j u s t a d j a c e n t l a n d u s e s and t o 

supp lemen t t h e r e u s e o f abandoned r a i l r o a d l a n d s f o r t h e 

improvement o f t h e e n t i r e a r e a . 

The o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e u s e abandoned r a i l r o a d l a n d s and 

s t r u c t u r e s w i l l p r o v e i n v a l u a b l e t o many c i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t h e r e u s e o f l a n d i n d e n s e l y d e v e l o p e d a r e a s . I t i s hoped 

t h i s t h e s i s h a s s e r v e d two f u n c t i o n s : o n e , t h a t i t h a s 

c r e a t e d an a w a r e n e s s o f t h e u s e p o s s i b i l i t i e s p r e s e n t i n 

abandoned r a i l r o a d p r o p e r t i e s ; and t w o , t h a t i t h a s i n d i c a t e d 

t h e b e n e f i t s o f a d e q u a t e l y p l a n n i n g f o r t h e i r d e v e l o p m e n t . 
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