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Around the globe as well as in Georgia, growing

constraints on energy supply and the significance

of energy efficiency in mitigating greenhouse gases

are helping to push energy management to the

forefront of industry concerns. An international

energy management standard is increasingly seen

as a practical approach to promoting efficiency and
q cutting costs.
Four nations, including the United States, have
standards and two are developing them. Energy
g management specifications are being used in two
more, and in some countries, such as Brazil,
f companies are developing their own standards.
This diverse range of initiatives suggests the need
E for harmonizing standards. Attendees at the March
2007 meeting of the UN Industrial Development Organization agreed that the International
3 Organization for Standardization (ISO) is the appropriate entity for overseeing such an
effort.
Among the many benefits of such a standard are that it would: (1) provide a well-tested
3 framework and a consistent methodology for integrating energy efficiency into management
practices; (2) assist participating organizations in better utilizing existing energy-consuming
g assets; (3) offer guidance on measuring, documenting, and reporting energy intensity
f improvements and their projected impact on greenhouse gas emissions; and (4) help
facilities in evaluating new energy-using technologies.
At a July meeting in Washington, D.C., hosted by the U.S. Department of Energy and the
] American National Standards Institute (ANSI), some four dozen participants affirmed they
would like the United States to take the lead in developing the international standard. The
g next step is for the ANSI Executive Council to approve the proposal for U.S. leadership
regarding an international energy management standard, then submitting its decision to the
ISO technical management board in September.
Staff at Georgia Tech’s Energy and Environment Management Center, who developed the
American national standard on energy management in 2000 and updated it to the current
g ANSI MSE2000:2005, are looking forward to working with U.S. and international
stakeholders in the standards development process.
(Note: A future issue of Focus on Manufacturing will report additional details about this
g undertaking.)
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