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Update from Georgia Tech President Angel Cabrera
September 2024

From the Desk of

the President s

President Cabrera and Provost McLaughlin sign the resolution establishing the College of Lifetime Learning
at a ceremony held on Sept. 5 in the John Lewis Student Center. (Photo by Allison Carter)

Dear Friends:

In 2014, Georgia Tech made history by launching the first large-scale online master’s degree
in computer science offered by a top-ranked institution for a fraction of the cost of a
traditional program. The goal was to expand access to an affordable, high-quality graduate
education and create a new model of online learning that would serve thousands of students
from diverse life and professional circumstances and locations.

Ten years later, this program hasn’t just produced lasting impact and astounding results; it
has inspired us to establish Georgia Tech’s seventh College, the College of Lifetime Learning
(which I announced during my_annual Institute Address on Sept. 5), and has helped us
earn a reputation as one of the most innovative universities in the nation (No. 2 according to
the latest U.S. News & World Report rankings).

The New York Times named 2012 the year of the MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) with
the anticipation that these popular online classes would radically transform education. Yet,
only three years later, the media called the MOOC hype over. Unrattled by media whims,
Georgia Tech’s MOOC-based Online Master of Science in Computer Science (OMSCS)
program debuted in the spring of 2014 with an initial class of 380 students. Today, it serves
almost 15,000 — the largest master’s program of any kind anywhere that we’re aware of.
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Thanks to OMSCS, 12,400 people — many of whom would have never had the chance to
attend a top university because of family and work demands — are now proud Georgia Tech
graduates, ready to advance in their careers.

The program is widely recognized as a game-changer in graduate education. Its success
inspired us to launch two more online master’s programs at Georgia Tech (data analytics and
cybersecurity) and spurred the development of many more online master’s programs at other
universities. The growth rates of our three online master’s programs are unprecedented in
higher education and demonstrate the potential of online learning to expand access to a
top-rated education at an affordable price. Georgia Tech’s online master’s programs are not
only transforming the lives of the students who enroll in them, along with their careers and
employers, but are also shaping the landscape of higher education.

When we launched these online master’s programs, skeptics warned that they would harm
Georgia Tech’s reputation, lower our standards, or cannibalize existing campus programs.
Instead, they have helped carry the Georgia Tech brand to new geographies, demographics,
and sectors, reaching learners who would not otherwise have access to a high-quality
graduate education and employers who didn’t know much about Georgia Tech. Outcomes
have matched our traditional programs as measured by course grades, student satisfaction,
and employer feedback. Our online programs even created a sense of community between
learners and graduates that we had not seen before. And rather than impeding our
residential programs, the programs complemented them, creating synergies across different
delivery modes.

The online master’s programs have also driven innovation within Georgia Tech. They helped
us experiment with new pedagogical methods, technologies, and assessment tools. They
taught us important lessons that were crucial during our shift to hybrid learning during the
pandemic, such as how to design effective online courses, engage and support online
learners, and leverage data to improve student outcomes. They have also inspired us to
rethink our practices in campus-based programs, such as how to personalize learning,
increase flexibility and accessibility, and collaborate with industry and community partners.

This is why, earlier this month, we launched a new College dedicated to scaling
nontraditional degrees and nondegree programs and to driving innovation in how we deliver
education and improve learning. Rooted in the lessons that have made our online master’s
programs such successes, the College of Lifetime Learning is the natural next stage of a
multiyear effort to address growing and changing industry demands affecting workforces
throughout the economy.

As our global economy evolves and technology accelerates, working professionals need to
constantly reskill and upskill to keep up with the changing needs of their industries. More
and more, employees and companies alike are demanding better prospects for getting
ahead and staying ahead. They want resources and opportunities that can ensure they’re
well positioned to advance their fields, respond to disruptions, grow their businesses, take
advantage of the latest science and technology, and compete for the best jobs and talent.

As a leading research university committed to amplifying our impact, we have the
responsibility — and an exciting opportunity — to lead in this space. With this new College,
we will provide more learners of every stripe with the skills and the tools to respond to the
ever-evolving demands of our world and the workplace. This means not only providing
additional kinds of training and credentialing, but also leading the development of a whole
new field of scholarly inquiry. Offering both degree and nondegree programs, it will be a
home for researchers and thought leaders dedicated to the study of learning science and
technology.

| can’t wait to see how this new College will advance and transform how we all learn and
grow. Please join me in congratulating the faculty pioneers, administrators, and partners who
set us on this journey. | invite you to join us in the next chapter of this journey.

In Progress and Service,
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ech Riss in ‘U.S. News & World Report’ Rankings

In the 2025 U.S. News & World Report “Best Colleges” rankings, Georgia Tech rose to No.
9 among public universities, remained at No. 33 overall, and was additionally named the
No. 2 most innovative university in the nation. Every undergraduate engineering program
was named among the top four in the nation, and the College of Computing and Scheller
College of Business also earned several standout rankings.

Read More

“Big Bets” Refresh
Institute Strategic Plan

Georgia Tech’s strategic plan, launched in
2020, mapped out a vision to expand the
Institute’s impact worldwide in the coming
decade. At this year’s annual Institute
Address on Sept. 5, President Cabrera
discussed the progress made and outlined
four “big bets” that will help the Institute
reach the plan’s original goals.

Read More
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Graduate Enroliment Sees
Record Growth

This fall, Georgia Tech welcomed 10,730
new graduate students, a 26% increase
over last year. This growth is largely due to
the increased popularity of Tech’s online
master’s programs, which have seen a 37%
surge in new enrollments, totaling 7,190
new students. The total graduate student
enroliment at Georgia Tech now stands at
33,315, which is 17% higher than last year.

Read More
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| Graduate Enrollment Sees

Record Growth

This fall, Georgia Tech welcomed 10,730
new graduate students, a 26% increase
over last year. This growth is largely due to
the increased popularity of Tech’s online
master’s programs, which have seen a 37%
surge in new enrollments, totaling 7,190
new students. The total graduate student
enrolliment at Georgia Tech now stands at
33,315, which is 17% higher than last year.

Read More
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$3 Million NSF Grant to Support Sustainable Medical
Devices

Thanks to a $3 million grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF), W. Hong Yeo,

associate professor in the Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering, will lead a research

training program to develop a new generation of engineers focused on creating sustainable
medical devices that address environmental impacts.

Read More

Speech Rankings

Georgia Tech rose to No. 5 in the
Foundation for Individual Rights and
Expression’s (FIRE) 2025 College Free
Speech ranking. The Institute was ranked
No. 27 last year. The rise in Tech’s FIRE
ranking coincides with an ongoing,
intentional effort to bolster freedom of
expression on campus.

Read More
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Georgia Tech Rises in Free
Speech Rankings

Georgia Tech rose to No. 5 in the
Foundation for Individual Rights and
Expression’s (FIRE) 2025 College Free
Speech ranking. The Institute was ranked
i No. 27 last year. The rise in Tech’s FIRE
ranking coincides with an ongoing,
intentional effort to bolster freedom of
expression on campus.

Read More

Researchers Develop
Dengue Virus Treatment

A team of researchers led by Phil
Santangelo, professor at the Wallace H.
Coulter Department of Biomedical
Engineering, has developed a treatment for
dengue virus, a painful and sometimes fatal
mosquito-borne infection, using mRNA and
CRISPR technology.

Read More
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New Partnership to Advance Al in Industrial Sectors

Georgia Tech’s newly established artificial intelligence (Al) hub, Tech Al, has partnered with
the Center for Scientific Software Engineering to bridge the gap between academia and
industry by advancing scalable Al solutions in sectors such as energy, mobility, supply
chains, healthcare, and services.

Read More
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