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Streak from page 28

www.nique.net/sliver
sliver

What John Kerry meant to 
say: “if you make the most of 
it, you study hard, you do your 
homework and you make an 
effort to be smart, you can do 
well....If you don’t, you get stuck 
at U(sic)GA.”
I may not know the winner of 
the elections, but I sure know 
the loser, the United States 
(sic).......
If you find yourself struggling 
with loneliness, you’re not alone. 
And yet you are Alone. So very 
alone
Friends don’t let friends take 
DSP and DDL at the same 
time
To the girl who keeps asking why 
she can’t get a date from the 75% 
male student population...how 
about asking?
All Hail TUX!
Zod is here! Hurrah!
I <3 Linux.
Why’s DSP so crapping hard? 
Don’t they want us to learn???
So here’s the plan: were gonna 
take up a collection and go get 
some flag girl replacements at 
the Cheeta
if panhellenic co-sponsors an 
event and no girls come, did it 
really happen?
from to CoC to the KaC
lolz
DDR kid: I swear one of these 
days...
Sliver is harder than sudoku.
Chode not, lest you be choded
Someone please tell me how the 
nc state T was taken right in front 
of me and 60,000 other people 
without us knowing!!
Who has nc sta e’s “T”??
yep registration was gay in 
the beginning. but now i got 
all the classes i needed. 19 hrs 
baby........
Why do the registration gods 
hate me so!?!?!
Beware the Rec Bar Monster
To the freshmen who live over 
there: STOP SCREAMING 
ALL THE TIME!
i hate people who have early 
registration times
Altoids numb your mouth...
both of my roommates snore
if i could just get past your face 
i’d see your absence of any charm 
or grace

each had 13 kills in the match. 
Gray also had 10 digs for another 
double-double. 

Allie Niekamp continued her 
strong play with 45 assists and 
five digs. Abby 
Showers led the 
game, aga in, 
with 16 digs. 
Tech servers re-
corded a season-
high 16 aces in 
the game.

“We had a 
couple of hard 
foug ht  road 
victories,” Shy-
mansky sa id. 
“The Florida 
State and Miami swing is always 
a hard one because of the level of 
competition.”

The Jackets used the win to con-
tinue their season-best, four-game 
conference winning streak. 

“We just played very well and 
our passing has gotten so much 
better,” Stegemann said. “We let 
the team come back into the match 
[that we lost]. They were good wins 
that helped us extend our winning 
streak. After starting off the season 
rather poorly, we’re playing great 

now.”
The team will 

try to continue 
the streak this 
weekend on the 
road aga inst 
North Carolina 
State and North 
Carolina. The 
Wolfpack are 
currently 0-15 in 
the conference 
while the Tar 
Heels are 4-11.

Last year, Tech opened up con-
ference play with an 9-2 record half 
way through the year before ending 
with an 3-8 record. 

This year Tech started 3-8, but 
they have won the last four.

“The Florida State 
and Miami swing is 
always a hard one 
because of the level 
of competition.”

Bond Schymansky
Mr. Extraordinaire

Can they deliver?: Three freshmen from the basketball team’s  
highly touted recruiting class will start in the season opener 

By Michael Skinner/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

trade any win or a combination of 
their wins this season to have the 
events of Tuesday undone. They need 
to remember when the initial hurt 
wears off how Coker has handled the 
situation with class when it comes 
time to evaluate his wins and losses 
at the end of the season.

There are many people nationwide 
that need to find some perspective on 
these types of situation. Whether it’s 
the individuals who are calling for 
their coach’s head because of wins 
and losses or those that invest far too 
much emotion into the outcomes of 
events on Autumn Saturday’s, some-
times a tragic event is necessary to 
lend perception a helping hand.

I just hope that the national media 
will allow this to set in as an example 
of needing perception. Unfortu-
nately, this incident will continue 
to be lumped into Miami’s mantra 
of being in the national headlines 
for all the wrong reasons.

Pata from page 25

versus Elon.
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Info Session:

�� Thurs, Nov. 16 

Find out what a summer 

in Argentina has for you! 

ARGENTINA STUDY ABROAD 2007 

�� 6-9 credit hours, Summer 
Study Abroad 

�� 6-8 weeks, HQ @ Buenos 
Aires 

�� BIOL or INTA track 
�� 3 GT Faculty, Small Classes 
�� Housing Options 
�� May 14 - June 27, with 

possible 2 week extension 
�� Visit Iguazu Falls and 

beyond 
�� Generously Funded by 

Coca-Cola Foundation 

Contact: Dr. Kirk Bowman, kirk.bowman@inta.gatech.edu
Web site: http://web.mac.com/kirkbowman1/iWeb/argentina
Apply: http://www.oie.gatech.edu/sa/basics/procedure.html 

�� 11– 12 noon 

�� SC, Room 320 

Buenos Aires 

 COURTESY OF MIAMI SID

Bryan Pata, a starting defensive linemen for Miami, was murdered 
Tuesday at his off campus apartment complex in Kendall, Fla.

1984-2006

BEYOND THE WHITE AND GOLD

Pata’s death could happen anywhere

“Unfortunately 
for Pata and his 
family, his death has 
been trivialized by 
referring to it as just 
another incident for 
‘Thug U’.”

Advertise with us! 

By Michael Clarke
Sports Editor

Tuesday, at roughly 8:30 p.m., 
the entire sports world came to a 
screeching halt as another story was 
breaking out of South Florida. This 
time, it has absolutely nothing to do 
with the University of Miami football 
program other than the gruesome 
murder of a young man in his early 
20’s who just happened to play foot-
ball for the Hurricanes.

“To see [Pata] so close to getting 
his degree and graduating, maybe 
have an opportunity to play in the 
National Foot-
ball League, to 
see that wiped 
out in an in-
stant does put 
everything in 
per spec t ive ,” 
Miami Head 
Coach Larr y 
Coker told the 
South Florida 
Sun-Sentinel.

U n f o r t u -
nately, too many 
individuals are 
calling the tragic murder of Bryan 
Pata just another link in a long chain 
of disappointing events at Miami.

“It really doesn’t matter why Pata 
was shot or by whom,” said Mike 
Celizic in a column for msnbc.com. 
“He died violently. If it happened at 
Ohio State, we’d be shocked. But at 
Miami, a lot of people will say it’s 
not even a surprise; when you recruit 
thugs, such things happen.”

It’s somewhat understandable 
how Pata’s murder could be clumped 
with the Florida International Brawl, 
Louisville Cardinal logo stomping or 
the Louisiana State fight in the tunnel 
of the Peach Bowl last year. However, 
that does not make it right.

 The main difference between 

those events comes down to the 
premise that the previously stated 
events are disappointing. Pata’s death 
is tragic and it could happen at any 
other school. These events happen 
every day and the average person 
won’t even bat an eye lash watching 
the evening news. However, these 
stories are amplified whenever an 
athlete is involved.

Unfortunately for Pata and his 
family, his death has been trivial-
ized by referring to it as just another 
incident for ‘Thug U.’ The 6-foot-4 
senior wasn’t an All-American who 
was going to be a first or second round 

draft pick. He 
would have re-
ceived his shot 
as a mid to late 
round selection 
in the upcoming 
NFL draft.

In the offsea-
son, Pata made 
the switch from a 
defensive end to 
defensive tackle. 
He would have 
started regard-
less, but moved 

inside to help the team and give 
Calais Campbell the opportunity 
to enter the starting lineup.

Campbell was the one who 
sacked and forced a fumble by 
Tech quarterback Reggie Ball on 
the opening play of the game two 
weeks ago. When the Hurricanes 
were trailing late in the game, Pata 
joined the offensive huddle to try 
and fire up his team. 

Just four days after the incident, 
the rest of Pata’s Hurricane team will 
be trying to resume normal life as 
they will go on the road to face the 
Maryland Terrapins.

“We’ve had a lot of distractions 
this year, but this is an ultimate dis-
traction, the tragedy we had. We’ll do 

the very best we can to get through 
today,” Coker told the Sun-Sentinel 
on Wednesday before practice. “Our 
players will want to represent well. 
They’ll want to represent Bryan and 
his family well, and they’ll want to 
represent themselves well.”

While this incident will affect 
the entire team, Brett Favre of the 
Green Bay Packers chose to play 
just a couple of days after the death 
of his father. Favre then proceeded 
to have one of his most memorable 
performances.

The only thing that could be 
added to the tragic event of Tuesday 
would be the lack of the Miami 
players’ opinion about tomorrow’s 
game. However, that is a very un-

likely scenario. The Hurricanes will 
enter tomorrow’s game with the op-
portunity to honor their teammate 
by playing the best game they have 
this season.

While a 5-4 record might be a 
disappointing season for Miami, the 
death of Bryan Pata shows just how 
trivial on-the-field results in a game 
truly are. There are far too many oc-
cassions where fans and supporters 
of colleges and universities across 
the nation forget that these are 18-
22 year old students playing a game 
for their entertainment. 

I doubt that there are very many, 
if any, Miami fans who would not 

See Pata, page 24

sports
shorts

Men’s Basketball 
defeats Morehouse 

Freshmen Javaris Crittenton 
and Thaddeus Young combined 
for 35 points as the Jackets defeated 
Morehouse 96-52. Crittenton led the  
Jackets with eight assists and four 
steals in the game. Junior Jeremis 
Smith had a team-high five rebounds 
to go along with 10 points in only 
14 minutes of play. 

Redshirt freshman Mouhammad 
Faye scored 11 points in his Tech 
debut. Free throw shooting remains 
a concern as the team connected on 
only 19 out of 30 free throws. Last 
year, the team was 2-4 in games 
decided by three points or less. The 
team was also 0-9 when tied or trail-
ing at the half.

Brooks semifinalist 
for Ray Guy Award

Durant Brooks was named one 
of 10 semifinalists for the Ray Guy 
Award that is presented to the nation’s 
top punter. Brooks is a junior that is in 
his first season with the Jackets after 
transfering from Georgia Military 
College. He leads the ACC with 
a 44.7-yard average and currently 
ranks ninth in the nation with his 
average. Sam Swank of Wake Forest 
is the only other ACC punter to be 
named a semifinalist. A national 
voting body of Division I-A coaches, 
sports information directors, na-
tional media and former punters 
will decide who the three finalists 
are. The winner will be announced 
live on ESPN during the  College 
Football Awards show on Thursday, 
Dec. 7, 2006 and will be honored 
again at the Greater Augusta Sports 
Award Gala in early 2007.

versus Elon.
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What is club115? It’s the ultimate interactive challenge event where you can show off your racing skills, check 
out the tightest tailgating vehicles, get your picture taken against cool backdrops and walk away with some great prizes. 

club115 will be at Georgia Tech near Alexander Memorial Coliseum supporting our men’s and women’s basketball today from 
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. and Nov. 16 from 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. So, don’t forget to stop by and check it out. For all the details, 
just log on to www.club -115.com. 

And while you’re there, register for your chance to win one of these awesome prizes: a custom tricked-out Ford F-150 truck, 
big-screen plasma TV or a $2,500 debit card. Plus, 115 weekly prize giveaways.

w w w. c l u b - 1 1 5 . c o m

           
  

 NORTH CAROLINA (1-8) VS. NO. 18 GEORGIA TECH (7-2)
By Hahnming Lee

Four Key Questions

Spread: Tech by 14

“[Tashard Choice] has 
been a leader on this 
football team since he 
stepped on campus. This 
did not just happen in the 
last three months.”

Chan Gailey
Tech Head Coach on the 
leadership of his running back.

The Jackets are on the road again this week-
end. The team will travel to Chapel Hill for a 
showdown against North Carolina. With a win 
over N.C. State, the magic number for Tech to 
clinch the Coastal Division of the conference is 
down to just one. Tashard Choice and Calvin 
Johnson are coming off career days in which 
both had career highs in yardage. The defense 
continued to clamp down and allowed less 
than 70 yards of rushing in total.  The Jacket’s 
special teams unit will have to improve this 
weekend for Tech to win.

Without a win against a Division I-A 
opponent this year, the Tar Heels have done 
little to help their coach’s job. Their only win 
of the season came against Furman, in which 
they survived to prevail 45-42. Opponents 
have outscored North Carolina 306-148, 
more than doubling the Tar Heel’s offensive 
output. The team is currently tied with Duke 
for last place in the ACC. The two will meet 
in each of their final games to decide who will 
have bragging rights and will not finish last in 
the conference.

•  Will Reggie Ball post better numbers?
While throwing four touchdowns, Ball only completed a little more 

than a third of the passes he attempted and threw two interceptions. His 
numbers cannot tell the full story of his play during the game, but with 
only 13 passes completed, Tech’s passing game has been marred by uneven 
play. Ball has proven his ability to lead comebacks and manage the offense, 
but cannot continue his inaccuracy and hope to win all of the Jacket’s 
games. With reliable catchers like James Johnson and Calvin Johnson, 
Tech’s hopes rest on Ball’s arms and whether or not he can connect with 
his standout receivers.

•  Are Johnson and Johnson the most dangerous receiving threat?
James Johnson, a receiver who has been overshadowed throughout 

the season by Calvin Johnson, has emerged as a big-time receiver with 
28 receptions for 405 yards and five touchdowns this season. This total 
includes four touchdowns in the last three games. In a loss to Clemson, 
J. Johnson made a particularly impressive catch for Tech’s only points. In 
last weekend’s game against N.C. State, Ball threw two touchdowns to 
each Johnson. Most defenses have concentrated on C. Johnson by double 
or triple-covering him. This has left the “other” Johnson open to make 
big plays for the team.

•  Will John Bunting concentrate on the game?
North Carolina Head Coach John Bunting has already lost his job, 

but has agreed to stay on for the rest of the season. The Tar Heels have 
not won since the announcement that Bunting would not return next 
year, but have played with more emotion. The team was able to produce 
some plays against previous teams this season, but they still only have 
one win. The Tar Heels will look to get their second win of the season for 
Homecoming in Chapel Hill.

•  Will Bunting insist on single coverage for Calvin Johnson?
Notre Dame Wide Receiver Jeff Samardzija had six receptions for 177 

yards and a touchdown in last weekend’s game between the Tar Heels 
and Fighting Irish. Look for Calvin Johnson to have another career day 
if Bunting doesn’t stray from his philosophy of only single covering wide 
receivers.

“When we ask somebody 
to be in a certain spot, 
he needs to be in 
that spot. With Calvin 
Johnson, they also will 
move him around some.”

John Bunting
North Carolina Head Coach on 
covering Calvin Johnson
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SPRING BREAK 
INFORMATION
800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com
FR E E SP R I N G BR E A K

MO D E L SE A R C H CA L E N D A R *
*VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS.

N.C. State - Tech

Tech                     14     7       0     10 ̶  31 
N.C. State          3    10    10      0  ̶  23

First Quarter
GT - C. Johnson 25-yd pass from 
Ball (Bell kick),  9:08
NCS - J. Deraney 34-yd field goal, 
3:13
GT - C. Johnson 43-yd pass from 
Ball (Bell kick),  1:26

Second Quarter
NCS - J. Deraney 25-yd field goal, 
14:05 
NCS - P. Lowery 28-yd INT return 
(Deraney kick), 11:47 
GT - J. Johnson 25-yd pass from 
Ball (Bell kick),  10:16

Third Quarter
NCS - D. Blackman 95-yd kickoff 
return (Deraney kick),  14:40
NCS - J. Deraney 32-yd field goal, 
0:00

Fourth Quarter
GT - T. Bell 26-yd field goal, 9:09
GT - J. Johnson 7-yd pass from Ball 
(Bell kick),  2:24
Individual Leaders

Rushing
GT  Car.        Yds        TD

NCS                          Car.        Yds        TD

Receiving
GT  Rec.       Yds        TD

VT  Rec.       Yds        TD

Passing
GT           Comp-Att-Yds    TD  INT

VT           Comp-Att-Yds    TD  INT

9
3
21

19
15
69

0
0
0

A. Brown
D. Blackman
Totals

34
4
43

164
16
194

0
0
0

T. Choice
R. Ball
Totals

A. Hill
D. Blackman
L. Barrett
Totals

72
72
41
270

6
4
4
27

0
0
0
0

C. Johnson
J. Johnson
T. Choice
Totals

9
3
1
13

168
40
7
215

R. Ball
Totals

13-35-215
13-35-215

4
4
2
2

D. Evans
Totals

21-53-270
21-53-270

0
0
0
0

Pack from page 28

2
2
0
4

only Joe Hamilton with 65.
While James Johnson only had 

three receptions for 40 yards, two 
of those were for touchdowns. J. 
Johnson’s first touchdown pass came 
on the drive after Ball was picked 
off by Patrick Lowery. Lowery 
returned the interception 28 yards 
for a touchdown that closed the gap 
to 14-13.

“When Reggie threw the pick 
and came over to the sideline… I 
put my arm around him and I said 
‘we’re going to go win this thing’ and 
he said ‘I know,’” said Tech Head 
Coach Chan Gailey.

J. Johnson then proceeded to 
catch a 25-yard touchdown pass 
that was set up by a 41-yard run by 
Tashard Choice. Choice ended the 
day with 164 yards on 34 carries. J. 
Johnson’s second touchdown came 
with just over two minutes to go. 
The seven-yard pass from Ball gave 
Tech the 31-23 lead that would end 
up as the final score.

“We tried our best to not win this 
one, but our players would not let 
that happen,” Gailey said.

North Carolina State scored 23 
points in the game and amassed 
339 yards of total offense. However, 
the Tech defense held the Wolfpack 
offense to three Josh Deraney field 
goals in five attempts. Deraney put 
kicks of 25, 32 and 34 yards between 
the uprights. However, he missed 
attempts from 49 and 53 yards. The 
Wolfpack’s only other touchdown 
came on a 95-yard kickoff return for 
a touchdown by Darrell Blackman 
to open the second half.

“Our defense came up big to keep 
them out of the endzone and make 
them kick field goals,” Gailey said.

Tech punter and Ray Guy semifi-
nalist Mohamed Yahiaoui continued 
his strong performance by kicking 
six punts for a combined 297 yards. 
The Jackets can clinch the Division 
title with a win tomorrow at North 
Carolina.

Come to our weekly staff meetings-
Tuesday @ 7:00 in the Flag Building

Room 137
Free pizza and drinks!
No experience neccissary

“He had as good 
a background in 
[broadcasting] 
before he got out 
of college as you 
possibly could have.”

Woody Durham
Wes Durham’s father

Durham said. “I had a chance to do 
150 football and basketball games 
in college. I thought that experience 
was an unbelievable springboard for 
me into a pool of people who were 
already there.”

After Durham finished up at 
Elon, he struggled to find a job, but 
was finally able to land a gig with 
Radford University, serving as the 
play-by-play announcer for the 
Highlanders basketball team. Three 
years later he was able to work his 
way into the Southeastern Confer-
ence (SEC) and landed a job with 
Vanderbilt.

“When I got out of college, 
finding a job wasn’t as easy as I an-
ticipated, but I finally found one,” 
Wes Durham said. “I’m very lucky 
to have had a couple of big breaks. 
Then to get the Vanderbilt job at 26 
in 1992 was awesome. It was a chance 
to get into the SEC in football and 
basketball.”

With several years of experience 
under his belt, Durham decided 
that a change of scenery to Atlanta 
was the best for his professional 
broadcasting career.

“To come here in 1995 was, be-
lieve it or not, a pretty easy decision. 
I’ve been offered three or four jobs 
since with a chance to go to, but I 
decided that this would be the best 
fit for me long-term.”

For nine years, Durham pro-
vided fans with thrilling play calls 
and witty catch phrases that have 
cemented his legacy on the Flats. 
There came a time in his professional 
broadcasting career where Durham 
needed another challenge. He needed 
something that would not only give 
him more exposure, but also advance 
his professional career.

“Whether you are an athlete or 
not, you like to compete and there 
are competitors at every level,” Wes 
Durham said. “The chance to do 
both was a challenge that I wanted 
to see if I could fulfill. There was an 

opportunity to go up the ladder and 
still maintain my association with 
Tech. Long-term, I would like to 
stay here, but I had gotten to a point 
where I needed to reenergize what I 
was doing [at Tech] as well as take 
on another challenge.”

“Also there’s the exposure factor, 
not just of your work, but the teams 
that you cover,” Wes Durham said. 
“The underlying reason is that I 
would like to stay in Atlanta long 
term. Tech is a great situation, but to 
be able to add this solidifies that.”

With responsibilities and asso-
ciations with four different sports, 
Durham does not get much free time 

throughout the course of the year and 
is not able to do some of the things 
which he really enjoys.

“There are certain things that I 
would be able to do in my life right 
now, but I cannot do them,” Wes 
Durham said. “That’s one of the 
sacrifices that I make during the 
course of the season. It’s important 
to me not only to tend to business 
here and tend to business in relation 
to the Falcons, but also be a father 
to my [seven-year-old twins]. Those 
things are much more important to 
me now than playing golf and things 
like that.”

One of the more thrilling mo-
ments for Wes Durham has been 
the ability to see his father on a 
regular basis.

“[Wes] will not be [in North 
Carolina] until 9:15 via a commer-

cial flight on Saturday morning,” 
Woody Durham said. “His mother 
will pick him up at the airport and 
makes sure he gets [to the stadium] 
on time for his pregame. I’ll already 
be at the stadium. I go about 2 hours 
or 90 minutes before we go on the 
air so we’ll probably see each other 
very briefly.”

 When Tech meets North Caro-
lina on the gridiron or on the hard-
wood, Durham gets an opportunity 
to meet with his father Woody. But it 
is not always Wes that Woody looks 
forward to meeting.

“His biggest concern is not neces-
sarily who is going to win as much as 
if he is going to get to see his grand 
kids,” Wes Durham said. “My kids 
are the only two grand kids my folks 
have. It’s awesome to be able to do 
a game with your father. I grew up 
listening to my dad and I love him to 
death. My dad has been my favorite 
announcer since the day I was born. 
He means more to me now than he 
did 10 or 15 years ago. His loyalty 
to [North] Carolina and his strive 
for perfection in what he does is 
awesome.”

Growing up under his father’s 
wing, Durham shows several 
similarities both on the air and in 
preparation.

“We do a lot of the same things 
in terms of getting ready for games 
and the same kind of preparation, 
but mine is a little more computer 
driven,” Wes Durham said. “He is a 
little more old school and I am a little 
more new school. He taught me the 
basic fundamentals of doing a ball 
game and showed me the ropes and 
still does. He was my biggest influ-
ence and still continues to be. I learn 
something new every time I listen 
to him. I probably learn more from 
him than I do other guys.”

He is a regular guest of 790 the 
Zone and hosts the Chan Gailey 
radio and television shows.

“He had as good a background in 
[broadcasting] before he got out of 
college as you possibly could have,” 
Woody Durham said.

Durham from page 28
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Reggie Ball has led the Tech 

football team to 27 wins in his 
four-year career. Th e only game that 
Ball missed in his career was a 31-
13 win over Connecticut last year. 
Despite receiving constant criticism, 
Ball will be among the winningest 
quarterbacks in Tech history by the 
end of the year.

With a win this weekend against 
North Carolina, Ball will clinch a 
spot in the ACC Championship 
Game in Jacksonville on Dec. 2. If 
the Jackets win that game, Ball will 
be the fi rst quarterback since Shawn 
Jones in 1990 to lead Tech to an out-
right conference title. Joe Hamilton 
led Tech to a co-championship with 
Florida State in 1998.  

 8 
 
Th e women’s basketball program 

and MaChelle Joseph signed the 
eighth ranked recruiting class in 
the nation on Wednesday. Th e class 
features two top 20 and four top 100 
recruits in the nation.

Alex Montgomery, a six-foot-one 
forward from Tacoma, Wash. and  
Iasia Hemmingway from Newark, 
N.J. headline this year’s class.

 4 
For the fourth consecutive 

weekend, the Jackets will play in a 
homecoming football game. Tech is 
2-1 in those games with wins over 
Miami and North Carolina Stateas 
well as a loss to Clemson. Tomor-
row, Th e Jackets will look to go 3-1 
in homecoming games this year  
and wrap-up the Coastal Division 
of the ACC.

 

 30-3 
Under current Tech Head Coach 

Chan Gailey, the Jackets are 30-3 
when scoring 20 or more points in 
the game. Th at should bode well this 
weekend against a North Carolina 
team that is 1-8 on the year and giv-
ing up 34 points per game.

the

 27 

by   numbers

ing up 34 points per game.

 ondeck 
 Event Date 
 F at UNC 11/11 @ 12 p.m. 
 WBB vs. Mercer 11/10 @ 6 p.m.
 WBB at Appalach. St. 11/14 @ 7 p.m. 
MBB vs. Elon 11/10 @ 8:30 p.m. 
 MBB vs. Jackson St. 11/12 @ 7 p.m. 
F- Football, WBB- Women’s Basketball 
(WREK), MBB- Men’s Basketball (WREK)
 For complete schedules, check out 
www.ramblinwreck.com.  

See Pack, page 27

RICE’S ALBUM DISAPPOINTS
Irish singer/songwriter Damien Rice hits 
a sophomore slump with his album, 9,  
that hits shelves this Tuesday. Page 17

WANT YOUR OPINIONS HEARD?
Th e Legislative Network fall briefi ng gives 
students an opportunity to express their 
concern over student issues.  Page 11

Jackets one win from division title

The “Voice of the Jackets” reminisces

 By Rob Skinner /  GTAA 

Calvin Johnson set two Tech receiving records and tied another in 
the Jacket’s 31-23 victory over North Carolina State last Saturday.

 By Scott Medway /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

The “Voice of the Jackets” is in his 12th year covering Tech athletics. 
Durham has recently begun to call games for the Atlanta Falcons.

By Asif Heerji
Assistant Sports Editor

“Th e Truth shall set you free!”
Th at phrase about Calvin John-

son was fi rst coined by  Tech’s Direc-
tor of Broadcasting, Wes Durham, 
and is just one of many he has laid 
claim to.  Durham makes his mark 
on Tech history every gameday, 
when he serves as the “Voice of the 
Jackets.” 

Durham is in his 12th year as 
the play-by-play announcer for Tech 
football and basketball teams, and 
when he is not busy as the voice of 
the Atlanta Falcons, he fi nds time to 
call a few Tech baseball games as well.
Durham is the son of the University 
of North Carolina’s football and 
basketball play-by-play announcer, 
Woody Durham. Th e elder Durham 
has been the legendary voice of the 
Tar Heels since 1971.  

“He didn’t get involved in being 

“We tried our best 
to not win this one, 
but our players 
would not let that 
happen.”

Chan Gailey
Tech Head Coach

in the booth with me until I guess his 
junior year in high school,” Woody 
Durham said. “He told me that sum-
mer that he thought he would like to 
get in to sports brodcasting.”

Wes Durham knew early on what 
his future held for him.

“From the point I was 14 or 15 
years old up until now, I have [only] 
seen three dozen games from [the 
stands],” Wes Durham said.  “Games 
that I could work, I worked, and I 
gained a lot of experience early on. It 
was fun, and it was an unbelievable 
experience.”

He was able to put into practice 
what he learned in college at Elon 
University where he gained qual-
ity experience in the broadcasting 
industry.

“I was very lucky to go to a school 
where they didn’t really have anybody 
doing any [broadcasting],” Wes 

See Durham, page 27

By Michael Clarke
Sports Editor

For the third time in four games, 
the Jackets have come from behind 
in the fourth quarter to win. Tech 
dropped North Carolina State 31-23 
and moved within one win of clinch-
ing the ACC Coastal Division and 
a spot in the ACC Championship 
Game on Dec. 2 
in Jacksonville.

Quarterback 
Reggie Ball led 
the Jackets to 
the 27th win of 
his career, but he 
only completed 
13 out of 35 
passes for 215 
yards and two 
interceptions. 
However, four 
of his 13 passes 
were for touchdowns to go along with 
16 rushing yards. His 231 yards of 
total off ense moved him up to eighth 
in the ACC record books for total 
off ense. Ball passed Duke’s Ben 
Bennett and Spence Fisher.

Calvin Johnson caught two of 
Ball’s four touchdown passes to 
increase his total to a school-high 11 

touchdown receptions. C. Johnson 
tied and passed former Tech player 
Kelly Campbell for the single-season 
touchdown record. He also tied 
Kelly Campbell’s record of 24 career 
touchdown receptions at Tech. C. 
Johnson’s 176 receiving yards gave 
him his 11th career 100-yard game 
to surpass Harvey Middleton and 
Campbell to set another school 

record in Ra-
leigh.

Several re-
cords and new 
ca reer  h ighs 
we r e  e s t a b -
lished as Ball’s 
four touchdown 
passes in the 
game brought 
his season total 
to a career-high 
17. Ball threw 
for 16 as a junior, 

but has up to fi ve games remaining in 
the 2006 season. He has also thrown 
six more touchdown passes than 
Clemson’s Will Proctor to lead the 
ACC. Ball’s 54 career touchdown 
passes passed Shawn Jones (51) for 
second all-time at Tech. He trails 

Volleyball regains form in second half

See Streak, page 24

By Akshay Amaraneni
Contributing Writer

Th e volleyball team has fi nally 
established themselves in the ACC. 
Th e team started out conference play 
with an 0-6 start, but have won their 
last four games to improve their 
conference record to 7-8.

“An 0-6 start makes it really tough 
to win games,” said Head Coach 
Bond Shymansky. “We knew that 
we would have to work twice as hard 
as everyone else just to get back to 
level. We have a lot of matches left 
in a short period of time and we 
really feel like we can make up a lot 
of ground.”

The winning streak includes 
wins over then-undefeated Duke 
and Wake Forest at home. Th is past 
weekend, Tech went on the road to 
avenge early conference losses to 
Miami and Florida State.

Th e team defeated Miami on 
Friday night behind the play of Talisa 
Kellogg and Ulrike Stegemann, who 
had 20 and 19 kills respectively.

Th e Jackets held off  a late Hur-
ricane rally extending their winning 
streak to three matches. Miami took 
an early lead in the match with a 
30-18 win in the fi rst game, but the 
Jackets stormed back in the next two 
games to take a 2-1 lead overall. 

Th e Hurricanes evened the fourth 

game and won 32-30 to even the 
match. 

However, Tech would not be 
denied their sixth ACC win as Allie 
Niekamp and Kellogg had key kills 
to close out the fi fth game 18-16 and 
give the Jackets their sixth confer-
ence win.

Junior outside hitter Lindsey 
Gray fi nished the match with her 
third consecutive double-double 
(16 kills and 10 digs). 

Stegemann fi nished the match 
with a team best .424 hitting average 
and  Niekamp continued her strong 
play as setter with a match-high 57 
kills. Defensively, Abby Showers led 
all players with 14 digs. 

Th e good fortune for Tech  con-
tinued as they traveled to Florida 
State Sunday afternoon. 

Th e Jackets were able to defeat 
the Seminoles in four games. Florida 
State won the fi rst game 30-27 after 
the Seminoles went on an 11-2 run 
to end the game. 

However, Tech cruised past 
Florida State taking the fi nal three 
games by scores of 30-26, 30-25 
and 30-26. Stegemann led the 
Jackets with a team-high .444 hit-
ting percentage (10 kills) and had 
three blocks. 

Callie Miller, Kellogg and Gray 


