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Research Policy is one of the largest single 

expenditure items in the EU budget 

In 2009, the largest share of the EU budget 

(45% or € 60 billion) 

goes to sustainable growth, 

which includes:

research,

innovation, 

employment, 

and regional development programs



Of these € 60 billion , € 7.1 billion is the 

EC 2009 contribution to R&D programs for 

competitiveness within FP7
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Research, with education and innovation, is 

meant to form the ‘knowledge triangle’, which 

would allow Europe to maintain her economic 

dynamism and social model.

Community funding is the incentive 

to face the intrinsic complexity 

of international collaborations in EU27

and to explore the risky frontiers of S&T 



Compatible with the values 

that characterize and unite European citizens

quality of life

welfare

respect of workers’ rights

sustainable development

environmental protection

integration, not assimilation

negotiated conflicts resolution

Compatible with the values 

that characterize and unite European citizens



To notch up market shares

with the view of attaining 

sustainable development

Competitiveness is linked to 

economic development and wealth creation

Where does wealth come from ?
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Sectors that generate wealth change

EU stays behind in high-tech trade

High tech trade increase in 1980- 2003



Sectors that generate added value change

EU stays behind in high-tech manufacturing



Trade performance in high tech products

(trade balance as % of total exports, 1966).



R&D Expenditure (%GDP)





·The EU is a region with high labor and social costs

·EU cannot compete on price

·EU, in order to compete, should demonstrate the 

superiority of her products and services with 

reference to:
·quality

·design

·innovativeness

·ability to satisfy an ever-changing demand 



Quality and Competitiveness in the 21st Century 

come from investments in education, lifelong 

learning, technological infrastructures research, 

and innovation

R&D

Education Innovation

Technological 

Infrastructures Lifelong 

LearningCompetitiveness



How is the EU positioned in 

terms of competitiveness and 

innovation ?





The Financial Times  13 January 2006

..if we looked beyond R&D spending 

to analyze the ability to transform 

research into marketable products

- and therefore into jobs and growth



Aerospace
Airbus 380 : the challenge of civil 

air transport has taken off

28 April 2005





Cars



Cars, South Korea



Fashion



Good enough is better than best



PREMI LEONARDO QUALITA' 

ITALIA 2006 What is perceived as Quality iin Europe ?
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Where is high tech?

In Asia !



Audiovisual and electronics PRC & Taiwan



Also traditional products and 

services are at risk

because not only products and services,

but also processes to manufacture 

and service them should be high-tech



Innovative technological content must be 

integrated in traditional products
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to allow extending the customer 

base beyond the reach of the 

marketing and service staff, 

enabling SMEs to take advantage

of a globalized market



Strategies for 

competitiveness



Put science center stage

Catherine Bréchignac :



Gordon Brown : Budget for schools



Year 2000: to build in Europe 

the most  competitive economy 

of the world in the 

knowledge-based society

The EU answer
to the competitiveness challenge

Development Policies

Information  Society

Competitiveness

ResearchEnergy

Environment

Education

Lifelong Learning

Innovation High Tech Infrastructures

Transport



·Research  policy  is enshrined in the Treaty on EU

· It is  playing  a  very  important  role  over  and  above  the  

institutional  objective  of  competitiveness  by  

contributing  to: 

· the  achievement  of  the  political  union

· the  implementation  of  other  policies

· the  irradiation  of  European  values



EU research and technology policy were formalized in the 

mid-1980s  by Etienne Davignon, Commissioner for 

Industry 

His vision started a synergic process at the intersection 

between research and industrial policy and generated a 

new spirit of participation and cooperation within Europe



·Davignon entered into negotiations with the 

“Big12 European ICT companies” to ensure a 

world market share and competitiveness for the 

European ICT industry



·The research strategy is built bottom-up

·industries unite their research efforts 

·with the view to facing the long term technological 

challenges 

·while currently competing in the marketplace

·and independently industrializing the research 

results into their individual product lines



Cookies worth

€7.1 billion

the role of the Commission



Starts in 1983

105 person-years

of transnational 

R&D

To build a technology base

To develop European standards

To set Europe free from technological 

dependency 

To stimulate transnational cooperation 

in Europe

European Strategic

Programme for R&D in 

Information Technology

STRATEGIC means focused on long term

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S 

The secret for success:

international structure of its consortia

involvement of all actors in its planning 

focused funding on strategic priorities

effective monitoring of execution

exploitation of results 



·Soon, consultation and planning involved other 

actors in addition to the Big 12, so that the number of 

subjects involved grew to some thousands: 

researchers , SMEs, technology providers  users, 

system integrators, service providers, and public 

administrations.



Year 2000: to build in Europe 

the most  competitive economy 

of the world in the 

knowledge-based society

Development Policies

Information  Society

Competitiveness

ResearchEnergy

Environment

Education

Lifelong Learning

Innovation High Tech Infrastructures



A challenging and evocative mission that might 

mobilize energies and consolidate the enlarging EU

Year 2000: to build in Europe 

the most  competitive economy 

of the world in the 

knowledge-based society



·lack of involvement of all stakeholders

·lack of a feeling of ownerships 

·lack of focus 

·lack of consideration of the EU East-West gap 

·lack of rewards and sanctions

The Lisbon Strategy might end up being only 

a recommendation without power of enforcement 



·Nevertheless, the Lisbon Strategy put R&D center 

stage in EU strategic planning and created the 

conditions for a major increase of spending on 

R&D
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2/3 from 

private

firms
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R&D Results



Open systems

overcoming the dependence

Standards 

Building the base for big business

Interoperability

of multivendor systems

New ideas 

moving towards the market

Bridging the tech gap with the US

Supporting SMEs

Access to finance

Administrative regulations

Industrial alliances

beyond country borders

New processes

New patents

New Materials

Best practice

Sharing the experience with best performers

R&D Results

Networking the industrial R&D community

Supporting other 

EU policies



·The results of EU-funded research are beyond 

counting and of very different nature

·Among intangible results:  the impact of EU R&D 

on other EU policies beyond competitiveness



EU research programs have facilitated mobility of 

scientists, researchers, industrialists and students.  

They have also promoted industrial partnerships and 

mergers between European companies 







R&D  helps Internal Market and Competition by:

•overhauling the national champions policy,

•networking people and businesses, 

•harmonizing standards



R&D  helps the Enlargement  policy by 

associating candidate countries to R&D programs,

creating scientific as well as business links,

and preparing for further integration



R&D  helps the Employment policy by creating 

new businesses that generate jobs by the 

million, e.g. in mobile, content industry, and 

multimedia



R&D  helps the Environment policy by supporting

the EU and the member states in taking informed 

decisions on ways to preserve the environment 

and protect human and animal health



R&D  helps the Energy policy with long-term 

project for preparing the future

Energy saving

Renewable energy sources

New energy sources



R&D  supports the Transport policy by helping 

Europe in developing a smarter, safer, cheaper, 

and greener multimodal transportation system



R&D  supports the Consumer Protection policy 

improving the health and wellbeing of European 

citizens 



R&D  supports the Enterprise policy by

enhancing competitiveness in the industrial and 

services sectors



The ICT sector is worth well beyond its GDP share 

because of the ubiquitous presence of I&C 

technology in all economic activities

Research on Information Society Technologies 

contribute to: 

·meeting the globalization challenge by boosting 

innovation, creativity and competitiveness 

·making Europe’s large public sector more efficient

·modernizing sectors ranging from education to energy

·tackling social challenges, improving quality of life and 

meeting the challenge of an ageing society

R&D  supports the Information Society policy 

by delivering cutting-edge science and 

technology in all areas of society



·R&D in the Health sector includes research 

aimed at combating diseases and improving 

health and well-being

R&D  helps the Health policy exploring new

avenues in curing and preventing human illness 

and diseases and identifying health hazards at work

and sources of danger to human health



R&D  helps the Perception of the Value of 

Community Actions by creating an awareness 

of what science and research funded by the EU 

can really bring to European citizens 



Research policy strengthens the scientific and 

technological base of EU productive activities

Its results are beyond counting and not limited to 

competitiveness: R&D also contributes to the 

realization of other EU policies

Changes are bottom up and affect people:  

researchers, industrialists, students, citizens

Changes affect enterprises as well

This bottom-up action builds a community 

united in diversity

capable of facing the challenges of the globalized          

world


