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Annual Compliance 
Campaign Underway
All employees should 
plan to spend about 45 
minutes completing the 
requirements by April 7. The three 
campaign requirements do not have to be 
done in one sitting. Begin today at

techworks.gatech.edu

Finalists Named for 2017 
InVenture Prize
This year’s finalists have invented 
devices that aim to make things 
safer or more efficient. The finals 
take place Wednesday, March 15, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Ferst Center for the Arts. Free tickets can be 
requested online. It will also be aired on GPB.

c.gatech.edu/inventure2017

KRISTEN BAILEY 
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

For Director of Athletics Todd Stansbury, 
Georgia Tech has felt like home since he 
played football for the Yellow Jackets in the 
1980s, and again when he returned to Tech 
as assistant athletic director for academics 
from 1988 to 1995. Since then, he always 
hoped to make it back to Tech but didn’t 
expect it to take so long.

“I’ve been on a 22-year walkabout,” Stansbury said 
at a recent Inform Georgia Tech event, where he 
shared his vision for Tech’s athletic programs with 

faculty, staff, and students. “So much has changed, 
but the culture, the DNA, the constant commitment 
to excellence has not.”

When discussing priorities for Georgia Tech 
Athletics at the Feb. 23 event, Stansbury put the 
success of student-athletes as No. 1.

“These students are special from the day they 
decide to come here. They had other easier options, 
but they chose Tech,” he said. “Our job is to make 
them market-ready when they leave here.”

As a student-athlete at Tech, Stansbury was a 
benefactor of this strategy. His first year as a player 
was also the first year for then-athletic director 
Homer Rice, who designed and implemented 

Stansbury Happy to Be Home at Tech

Todd Stansbury, center, mingles following the press conference 
where he was named director of athletics in September 2016. 

Photo by Rob Felt

see STANSBURY, page 3

MARGARET TATE 
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

Georgia Tech’s First-Year Seminar is taught 
entirely by faculty and staff volunteers, with 
upperclassmen serving as team leaders (TLs). 
The instructor application deadline for this fall is 
Tuesday, March 28. If you’ve ever thought about 
going to the head of the class but would like to 
know more before applying, read on.

The primary goal of GT 1000 is to support the success and 
retention of first-year students. Each section of the 1-credit 
course — there are about 100 every fall and a handful in the 
spring — meets an hour a week and is taught by either a 
faculty member or a staff member who has earned a master’s 
degree or higher. (Staff with bachelor’s degrees may apply 
to co-teach.) Each instructor has a set of TLs, with one for 
approximately every five students.

Class sizes typically top out at 20, and there are three types 
of sections: major specific; cohort or special interest (such as 
Honors Program or undergraduate research); and interdisci-
plinary.

Most sections are led by staff members, noted Lacy Hodges, 
who serves as academic transition program manager. “Faculty 
have a teaching load already, but a lot of staff members might 
not have an opportunity to work closely with students,” she 
said. “GT 1000 gives them that opportunity.”

For faculty who teach GT 1000, the class offers a more 
intimate, discussion-based approach, Hodges said. “They can 
have a different relationship with the students,” she said. “It 
can be a lot less intimidating than ‘this is the person giving 
me the scary tests.’”

The curriculum is guided by specific learning outcomes 
— each student must write a resume, take a study skills 

Volunteers Wanted to 
Teach GT 1000 This Fall

see GT1000, page 2

Joyce Medina, lecturer in the College of Design, has taught thousands of Tech students over the years. She 
talks about how design is integral to the students of engineering and science.

Photo by Josh Meister

MELISSA FRALICK 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Part art historian, part prognosticator, 
and part teacher, Joyce Medina holds 
a unique position at Georgia Tech. 
For the past 18 years, she has taught 
both Art History and the History of 
Industrial Design — humanities electives 

that provide students a change of pace 
from the Institute’s largely technical 
curriculum.

Her influence is enormous: Each year, Medina 
teaches approximately 1,200 students, 600 in 
the popular History of Industrial Design course 
alone. Chances are high that if you’ve graduated 
from Tech in the past couple of decades, you’ve 

Searching for the Zeitgeist
Joyce Medina Discusses the Power of Design

see MEDINA, page 3
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ARTS & CULTURE

March 17 
Arts@Tech hosts DRUMLine Live at  
8 p.m. at the Ferst Center for the Arts.  
arts.gatech.edu 

HEALTH & 
WELLNESS

Through April 
Employees can use their insurance to 
get a flu shot without an appointment 
every Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday from 8 to 10 a.m. at the 
Stamps Health Services Pharmacy. 
health.gatech.edu

March 8–9 
The Campus Recreation Center hosts 
Health Check Services, offering an 
on-site health screening program 
for various medical conditions. 
Comprehensive screenings are $40 
and cardiac screenings are $120. 
Learn more and register at:  
c.gatech.edu/healthcheck

March 11 
The Women’s Resource Center and 
Outdoor Recreation Georgia Tech 
host Women in the Wilderness, a 
women-only hike. Registration is $20. 
Learn more and sign up at:  
c.gatech.edu/womenwilderness

TRAINING

March 9 
The Counseling Center and LGBTQIA 
Resource Center host an LGBTQIA-
focused session of the Question, 
Persuade, Refer suicide prevention 
training, from 6 to 8 p.m. in Room 102,  
College of Computing. RSVP at:   
c.gatech.edu/qpr

SEMINARS & 
LECTURES

March 8 
The IMPACT Speaker Series hosts 
Terry Maple, Elizabeth S. Watts 
Professor Emeritus at Georgia Tech, 
who will discuss Designing the 

Future for Wildlife in Human Care. 
The event takes place at 4:30 p.m. 
in the LeCraw Auditorium, Scheller 
College of Business. 
scheller.gatech.edu/impact

March 15 
The Office of Human Resources 
hosts a Be Well webinar on Financial 

Planning for Women, from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Register to attend at:  
c.gatech.edu/financewomen

SARAH NEVILLE 
CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY

Georgia Tech strives to be a 
leader in sustainability, a commit-
ment that extends beyond teaching 
and research. The 
Office of Campus 
Sustainability’s Work 
Green certification 
program celebrates 
and supports staff 
and faculty who 
contribute to campus goals by 
promoting sustainable practices in 
the workplace.

“Every member of the Georgia Tech 
community must play a role in preserving 
resources, reducing our environmental 
impact, and inspiring action toward 
sustainable outcomes,” said Anne Rogers, 
associate director for the Office of Campus 
Sustainability. “Work Green is entering into 
its second year, and we are very excited to 
build upon its successful launch to 15 offices 

in 2016.”
In order to achieve certification, faculty and 

staff must record their sustainable practices in 
areas including energy and water efficiency, 
waste management, engagement, safe and 
healthy environments, purchasing, transpor-
tation, and innovation. There are three levels 
of certification reflecting the percentage of 
sustainable practices implemented: Striving 
for Work Green, Certified Work Green, and 
Certified Gold Work Green.

Work Green participants will be:
1.	Recognized fby the Office of Campus 

Sustainability through its social media 
channels, e-newsletter, and website.

2. Given a Work Green door decal to 
display in their office.

3. Supported by the Office of Campus 
Sustainability to implement additional 
sustainable practices.

4. Invited to special networking and 
learning events throughout the year.

Staff and faculty can learn more about the 
program at sustain.gatech.edu/workgreen. 
Applications will be accepted online between 
March 8 and April 21. Questions can be 
submitted to workgreen@gatech.edu.

Work Green with Campus Sustainability

KRISTEN BAILEY 
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

Earth Day at Georgia Tech will 
celebrate its 20th year in April, and 
part of the tradition is honoring 
those on campus doing outstanding 
environmental work. 

The Earth Day committee is now 
accepting nominations for its Environmental 
Leadership Award and Environmental 
Initiative Award. Nominees can be individ-
uals or groups who are making a positive 
environmental impact on campus and 
beyond, either through a new initiative or a 
body of work. The deadline for nominations 
is Sunday, March 26.

Nominees should be Georgia Tech 
students, faculty, staff, alumni, or retirees 
who demonstrate a positive environmental 
impact, a commitment to restoring and 
enhancing the environment, and an ongoing 
commitment to environmental leadership. 
Self-nominations are also accepted. 

Winners of this year’s awards will be 
honored at Tech’s annual Earth Day 
Celebration on Friday, April 21. The festival 
takes place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Tech 
Walk and the surrounding areas. Download 
the award nomination form at c.gatech.edu/
earthdayawards.

The Earth Day committee is also now 
accepting donations for the event’s office 
supply exchange and clothing swap. New or 
gently used office supply donations can come 
from students, faculty, or staff. At the Earth 
Day Festival, anyone with a valid BuzzCard 
can shop donated office supplies for free. 
Campus departments can contact recycle@
gatech.edu to schedule a donation pick-up 
or drop-off. 

Clothing donations can be taken to 
designated containers around campus. 
For a list of buildings, visit c.gatech.edu/
earthdayswap. Office supply and clothing 
donations will be accepted through  
Friday, March 17. Registration is also open 
for booth reservation and to volunteer at 
the festival. More information is available at 
earthday.gatech.edu.

Earth Day Awards, Donation Drives Now Underway

self-assessment, explore career options, and 
complete a team presentation — but beyond 
that, there’s “a good bit of leeway,” Hodges 
said. “We really encourage instructors to 
kind of take the temperature of their class 
and see what the students are interested in.”

All new and returning GT 1000 instruc-
tors are required to take a day of training 
in the summer. TLs receive a half day of 
training in April. As for time commit-
ment, in addition to class time, there are 
generally several hours of weekly prepara-
tion involved. 

Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate 
Education Steven Girardot has taught GT 
1000 since 2005 and previously directed 
the course. Over time, he said, instructors 
naturally become more familiar with the 
content and flow of the course, and some 
co-teach to share the workload. Still, he said, 
volunteers should anticipate and be prepared 
to manage the full range of instructional 
responsibilities.

“The Center for Academic Enrichment 
provides a lot of resources and lesson plans 
to reduce the administrative workload and 
make it as easy as possible, but at minimum, 
you’ve got to prepare lesson plans, facilitate 
class, work and meet with TLs, and grade 
assignments,” Girardot said. “It’s offered 
for a letter grade, so we do take that part 
seriously.”

One component of the class that Girardot 
thinks makes GT 1000 especially valuable to 
students, as well as satisfying to teach, is the 
instructor/TL partnership. “Once you create 
a good synergy, it’s an instructional team, 
and that’s nice. TLs add a lot of value to the 
course,” he said. 

TLs serve as an additional contact point 
for first-year students and help shape their 
experience by facilitating small group discus-
sions and offering mentoring in and outside 
of class. A Team Leader Advisory Board 
(TLAB) helps guide their participation.

Craig Womack, assistant dean and director 
of Undergraduate Programs for Scheller 
College of Business, was selected by students 
as GT 1000 Instructor of the Year in 2015. 
He has taught the class for five years, and 
not once has he considered giving it up. 

“It’s an amazing experience,” he said. “Just 
that personal achievement you feel when 
you see where the students are when they 
start and where they finish.”

Just as teaching GT 1000 is voluntary, 
so is participation. About 65 percent of 
incoming students take the course.

Some students sign up for the course with 
a degree of skepticism, Womack said. “They 
come in thinking maybe there’s not going to 
be much value added to their curriculum, 
but they quickly realize that there are some 
great takeaways.”

To learn more and apply for this year, visit 
gt1000.gatech.edu.

GT1000, from page 1

GT 1000 Info Session

Faculty and staff interested in teaching 
GT 1000 this fall can attend an information 
session for new instructors on Monday, 
March 13, from 10 to 11 a.m. in Clough 
Lounge (Suite 205, Clough Commons). 

Volunteer for Publix Georgia Marathon Hydration Station

For runners of the Publix Georgia Marathon and Half Marathon, the 
last miles are some of the toughest. After winding through Midtown, the 
course comes into campus from Tech Square, climbing a steady hill along 
North Avenue and eventually up Tech Parkway. Luckily for runners, there 
is a hydration station along the way that has become notorious for its 
motivating music and friendly supporters. Faculty and staff are invited to 
volunteer at the station during this year’s race on Sunday, March 19.

All volunteers receive a Mizuno race pullover, Georgia Tech T-shirt, 
headband, and goodie bag. Friends and family are also welcome to volunteer. To sign up, visit 
c.gatech.edu/gamarathonvolunteer and enter “jackets17” in the password field.
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MISCELLANEOUS�

March 7 
Talking Race@Tech: Student Voices 
will feature student speakers who 
will discuss race and connecting 
across community lines as a critical 
aspect of intellectual life at Georgia 
Tech. Participants will identify current 
issues in their classroom experiences 
and work in groups to develop 
solution strategies. The event takes 
place from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in Room 
102, Stephen C. Hall Building. 
bit.ly/RaceAtTech

March 8 
Dining Services hosts its annual 
Taste of Tech culinary showcase 
featuring innovative cooking from 
campus executive chefs, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Student 
Center Ballroom. Tickets are $15 for 
unlimited tasting. Purchase tickets at   
c.gatech.edu/tasteoftech 

March 8 
The Office of Human Resources 
hosts a Be Well session on the 
University System of Georgia’s 
Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) and 
Tech’s Staff Tuition Reimbursement 
Assistance Program (STRAP), from 
noon to 1 p.m. in the Student Center 
Theater.  
ohr.gatech.edu/bewell

March 9 
Enjoy public night at the Georgia 
Tech Observatory from 7 to 10 p.m. 
in the Howey Physics Building.   
astronomy.gatech.edu/calendar

March 12 
Women’s Tennis hosts Louisville 
at noon at the Ken Byers Tennis 
Complex.   
ramblinwreck.com

March 14 
The Center for Teaching and 
Learning hosts Celebrating Teaching 
Day from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Student Center Ballroom. The event 
includes a poster session, luncheon, 
awards celebration, and keynote 
speaker. Register to attend at: 
c.gatech.edu/celebrateteaching 

March 16 
President G.P. “Bud” Peterson 
and Executive Vice President for 
Administration and Finance Steve 
Swant will discuss Research 

Priorities and Funding Opportunities 

in the New Federal Administration 
from 11 a.m to noon in the Ferst 
Center Lobby. Questions may be 
submitted online in advance at:   
c.gatech.edu/leaderconversations

Through April 10 
The Wesley Foundation and 
LGBTQIA Resource Center host a 
semester-long study on God and 
the Gay Christian, meeting Mondays 
from 6 to 7 p.m. in Room 117, 
Instructional Center.  
gtwf.org

Georgia Tech’s Total Person Program. The 
program is based on an ethos that excellence 
should encompass academic excellence, 
athletic achievement, and personal well-being. 
It provides a well-rounded training package 
for student-athletes to prepare them for 
life beyond sport, including stress and time 
management, financial planning, drug and 
alcohol use, sexual assault awareness and 
prevention, etiquette, and nutrition. 

Stansbury has implemented the same 
program at each university where he has 
worked. At Tech, he believes it to be the 
differentiator for student-athletes. 

“I consider it as important as a revenue-
producing sport,” he said. “That means it gets 
the same dedication and support we put into 
those programs.”  

Another emphasis is on innovation in sport, 
but not just among Tech’s teams or in locker 
rooms. Stansbury wants to capitalize on the 

leading research and innovation that is found 
across campus.  

“We want to be part of that excellence and 
consider ourselves the center for innovation in 
intercollegiate athletics,” he said. “We want to 
incubate ideas with our faculty.”

As a Tech alumnus, Stansbury can speak 
from personal experience about what makes 
the Institute unique but has found that others 
who didn’t go here share his sentiments.

“I love that people are so passionate about 
this place,” he said. 

For faculty and staff, Stansbury hopes they 
attend an athletic event soon. “We want you 
to know we appreciate you and want you at 
our games. It’s pretty incredible to see these 
young people who are going to change the 
world competing in collegiate athletics at such 
a high level.”

The campus community will have another 
chance to hear from Stansbury on Tuesday, 
March 28, from 11 a.m. to noon in Room 
301 of the Student Center, as part of the 
ADVANCE Demystifying Georgia Tech series.

The next Inform Georgia Tech event, hosted 
by Staff Council, is set for Tuesday, May 9, 
featuring Georgia Tech Police Chief Rob 
Connolly. The time is not yet set but will be 
shared at staffcouncil.gatech.edu.

probably had Medina as a teacher.
“She’s done a fantastic job of teaching 

students across the Institute about the 
importance of art and design,” said Steven 
P. French, dean and John Portman Chair in 
the College of Design. “The large numbers of 
students that take her classes are a testament 
to the quality of her teaching and students’ 
desire to marry creativity with their knowledge 
of science and technology.”

The Georgia Tech Alumni Magazine recently 
caught up with Medina for a crash course in 
design. 

What kind of material do you teach in the 
History of Industrial Design? 

We follow a “material culture” approach 
in which we look at everything designed as 
being motivated by culture. Whether it is 
through designed objects or art, we as humans 
develop ways to problem solve within cultural 
constructs, and culture finds a way to express 
itself through us as design. How we live, how 
we communicate, what we do for fun, all of 
that. As culture moves forward, new problems 
emerge, and new solutions need to be sought. 

For instance, the internet had a really 
interesting influence. Suddenly, we’re 
getting information invisibly. There are no 
telephone lines or wires. And this invisibility 
translated itself through all layers of culture 
as transparency. So we started sitting in 
chairs that were transparent. Even one of 
the original personal computers, the iMac 
G3, was designed so that you could see 
into the interior and view the mechanism. 
Transparency of the internet got translated 
into a lot of areas of design. 

It’s called looking at the “zeitgeist.” It’s a 
German word that means the “spirit of the 
age.” You can look at any historical period 
and identify what the prevailing trends are, 
the zeitgeist, and see how it distributes itself 
through all layers of culture.

What is the zeitgeist we’re in now? 
Right now, we’re moving into a zeitgeist 

about robotics: self-driving cars, houses that 
schedule themselves, all that is starting to 
happen, and it’s just a continuation of ubiqui-
tous computing. With the internet available 
everywhere, how do you make use of that? 
We’re not going to be carrying around clunky 
cellphones. We’re going to be wearing them or 
have them tattooed on our bodies. And with 
robotics and wearable computing already in 
the curriculum here at Georgia Tech, we’re 
going to be right in the center of this trend.

Design is so fluid and means so many things 
to many different people. How do you make 
it applicable to different kinds of students? 

If you’re an engineer, design is still 
connected to your field. This class focuses 
on looking at influences from history and 
philosophy as a broader way of thinking about 
connections, as opposed to viewing everything 
as autonomous and separate.

Why do you think it’s important for students 
to understand the history of design? 

The idea of studying the history of design is 
to collect together as a platform what’s been 
done in the past and then use that platform to 
stand on the shoulders of all those designers 
who came before you to push forward. You 
gather together all their solutions and what 
they’ve offered and push it forward to what’s 
necessary now in the zeitgeist in which you 
find yourself.

One of the reasons for studying history is 
to avoid reinventing the same stuff over and 
over again. We don’t need to invent the wheel 
again. We need to invent what we do with the 
concept of the wheel. That’s what designers 
are doing.

When you survey the history of design, 
basically what you’re looking at are the 
connections, the influences, and the innova-
tions. You just keep pushing it forward.

What do you enjoy most about teaching this 
course? 

One of the exciting parts about this for me is 
keeping up with it all. I can’t stop at the 1950s 
or even 2010s and what ended there. I have to 
keep my eye on tracking the current zeitgeist. 
And, often, you don’t know what it is until 
you see the material objects and how they 
display trends. You start to decipher them. 
It’s really exciting to keep your hand on the 
pulse of culture and to see what is emerging, 
disappearing, and changing.

How do you define design? 
Art, design, any invented object is a way for 

humans to communicate about being human. 
So a painting is an artist saying something 
about being human. Or, a car design is a car 
designer coming up with a solution to some 
human interface problem. 

How important do you think design is in the 
world of STEM? 

Georgia Tech engineering students may not 
consider themselves to be designers. But as 
problem solvers, they are designing solutions. 
The way that a solution is configured and how 
we interface with it is a design decision.

Talk about the scope of your History of 
Design course. 

I start with the year 1850 during the 
Industrial Revolution and, over a full semester, 
I examine the history of design up to our 
contemporary time. I survey the material by 
decade: how history impacts design, how 
politics impacts design. Even though many 
students may not know the history or politics 
of the Middle Ages, they know more recent 
history as it is familiar to them. With that 
familiarity, they already have a viewpoint, 
and I think it’s really important to have a 
viewpoint. A viewpoint is not just what you 
like or don’t like. It’s how you see something 
as a good solution or how you see something 
as moving us to a good solution.

Do you ever think about influencing genera-
tions of designers and engineers?

I’m not influencing them, but I know that 
the course materials are. I can tell that they are 
thinking differently based on their exposure to 
the material. They are going to get out there 
and start to look differently at everything 
around them — and I don’t mean just what 
kind of refrigerator am I going to buy or what 
chair am I going to buy — but to look very 
differently at all the possibilities out there.

I know that happens because it already 
happens during the course when they start 
to form opinions or preferences. Then, of 
course, I often will get emails from students a 
couple years down the road, saying “I finally 
saw that building you showed in class and I 
remembered it.”

How do students use what they learn in the 
real world? 

In focusing on a category, like transparency 
and the internet, they practice looking for 
that language elsewhere and start to see it in a 
lot of different forms. They can then take the 
categories into the real world and continue to 
let the history of design unfold outside of the 
course. 

One almost needs categories first to make 
connections. Otherwise, you are just sort of 
walking through the world observing. But 
once you have categories, then it’s a way 
of looking at the world and analyzing the 
world. Then the world is yours. You’re not a 
bystander. You’re playing an active role. 

That’s what’s so great about design. When 
you appreciate good design, you’re partici-
pating. Your appreciation means you’ve 
interacted, you’ve participated. 

MEDINA, from page 1

This story originally appeared in the Georgia Tech  
Alumni Magazine. Read more at gtalumnimag.com.

STANSBURY, from page 1

To keep up with Georgia Tech Athletics, see full team 
schedules at ramblinwreck.com, or follow Georgia Tech 
Athletics on social media at twitter.com/gtathletics and 
facebook.com/gtathletics.

“These students are special from 

the day they decide to come here.” 

—Todd Stansbury,  

director of athletics
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REAL ESTATE/
ROOMMATES
Female roommate (student, 
administrator, or professor) wanted to 
share apartment in Solace in Midtown 
from now through May. Contact 404-
578-4168. 

Roommate (student, administrator, or 
professor) wanted to share home in 
Acworth. Furnished room with private 
bathroom, cable, and all utilities 
included. $600/mo. Contact 423-760-
6275.

4BR/3BA house for rent in Oak Grove 
district. Easy access to Tech, Emory, 
CDC. Sunroom, fenced backyard, 
play structure, two-car garage, 
walking distance to Oak Grove 
Elementary and Lakeside High. Great 
neighborhood. $2,800/mo. Contact 
Olga, 323-229-3180, oakgrove2rent@
gmail.com.

2BR/2.5BA house for rent in  
East Cobb/Marietta (30062).  
Sunroom, enclosed patio, two-car 
garage, pool. Lawn and grounds 
maintained by HOA. Near wonderful 
shops and restaurants at The  
Avenue. Fully furnished and  
includes utilities. $1,900/mo. Contact  
sandra.sheppard67@gmail.com,  
770-364-3692.

1BR/1BA condo for rent. Amenities: 
pool, gym, secure gated parking, 
24-hour concierge, on-site laundry. 
Walking distance to Tech and MARTA. 
$1,500, all utilities included. Call or 
text 404-822-6056.

MISCELLANEOUS
Brand new dinnerware set of 4 for 
sale, $65. Never used, in original 
packaging, $125 retail value. Includes 
dinner/salad plates, bowls, mugs. 
“Tunisian sunset” pattern, pictures 
available upon request. Will deliver to 
buyer. Contact 404-858-3342. 

Tech researchers seeking volunteer 
families for a usability study of 
a mobile Android app that gives 
caregivers a convenient way to track 
childhood developmental milestones. 
The goal is early detection of 
autism spectrum disorder and other 
issues. See ipat.gatech.edu/study-
recruitment.

Furnishings and appliances for sale. 
Thomasville sofa, hunter green plaid,  
81x34: $90. LG appliances like  
new — ultra large top load washer,  
4.7 cu. ft., white, and ultra large dryer, 
7.3 cu. ft., steam dry cleaning feature, 
4 years old: $995. Refrigerator — 
large capacity 3-door French door 
w/ filtered water dispenser and ice 
maker, 5 years old: $500. Contact 
spence.wilkinson@comcast.net.

Items for sale: Three cream-colored 
leather look counter-height bar stools, 
good condition. $75 each or $200 for 
set. One L-shaped computer desk 
w/ pull-out keyboard tray, excellent 
condition, $50. One maroon cloth 
computer swivel chair with arms, 
excellent condition, $35. Contact  
678-481-8170.

Science Happy Hour
Thursday, March 16, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
SweetWater Brewing Company, 
195 Ottley Drive NE
$20 (in advance or at the door)
Join the Georgia Tech School of Physics and 
SweetWater Brewing Company for happy 
hour with scientists and brewmasters as we 
investigate the role of specific gravity in the 
fermentation process. Explore interactive 
homebrewing demonstrations and take a 
guided tour of the SweetWater brewery. 
Attendees (21 and up) will enjoy SweetWater 
beverages in a keepsake beaker/pint glass.

Story Collider
Thursday, March 16, 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Highland Inn Ballroom,  
644 North Highland Avenue NE
$10 (in advance or at the door)
The Story Collider brings true, personal stories 
about science to life. At this live show, you’ll 
hear from scientists about all the times things 
went wrong, and occasionally right, in their 
labs, and you’ll also hear from people who 
haven’t had a formal connection to science in 
years. Physicists, comedians, neuroscientists, 
writers, and actors will tell stories that are 
both heartbreaking and hilarious. 

5th Annual Latino College and 
STEM Fair
Saturday, March 18, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Georgia Tech Student Center
This free event will include bilingual 
workshops, hands-on family activities, a 
college fair, a majors fair, and an inspirational 
panel with Latino college students, parents, 
professors, and other professionals. The event 
is organized by Georgia Tech GoSTEM and the 
University of Georgia LISELL-B program. 

What’s All the Buzz About 
Nanotechnology?
Saturday, March 18, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Marcus Nanotechnology Building
Learn how scientists and engineers interact 
with a world too small to see at Georgia Tech’s 
Institute for Electronics and Nanotechnology. 
Explore how micro- and nanoscale objects 
can be seen with powerful microscopes. Learn 
through hands-on participation about unique 
properties at the nanoscale. Bring a sample 
(must be dry and smaller than an inch) to 
scan with our tabletop scanning electron 
microscope, and take home a digital copy of 
what we see. 

Nerdy Derby
Saturday, March 18, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hollis Innovation Academy,  
225 Griffin Street NW
Build your own innovative car and bring it to 
Nerdy Derby for some fun, crazy racing, and 
come get help from folks from Georgia Tech 
and Decatur Makers to create your own person-
alized vehicle to speed down the more than 
30-foot track. The Nerdy Derby is a twist on the 
Pinewood Derby, but where all rules are thrown 
out, and the focus is on rewarding creativity, 

cleverness, and ingenuity. Competition catego-
ries include slowest, fastest, funniest epic fail, 
cutest, and many others. Cars can be made 
from metal, wood, plastic, LEGOs, cardboard, 
cheese, or whatever you can dream up. Just 
make sure the wheels are 1¾” apart and the car 
isn’t more than 8” high or 5” wide.

Science of Cannabis
Saturday, March 18, 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Manuel’s Tavern,  
602 North Highland Avenue NE
Free (RSVP preferred)
Join us for an evening of getting into the 
weeds of weed. Science comedian and Georgia 
Tech chemical engineering professor Pete 
Ludovice will share his research on the science 
of cannabis biochemistry and production, and 
his recent work consulting on a TV show on 
cooking with cannabis. 

Circus Science
Sunday, March 19, 2:30 to 4 p.m.  
and 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Buck’s Sports Barn,  
2303B Peachtree Road
$12 presale, $15 at the door
Immerse yourself in the circus arts while 
learning basic scientific principles that make 
these feats of strength and balance possible. 
We will incorporate traditional circus 
disciplines, demonstrated by skilled Imperial 
Opa Circus acrobats, and scientific principles, 
explained by Georgia Tech “Science Clowns.” 
Attendees will even be able to learn circus 
skills to experience the science firsthand. 

Science Rock and Comedy
Sunday, March 19, 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Smith’s Olde Bar, 578 Piedmont Ave. NE
Earth’s first genetically modified rock band, 
Leucine Zipper and the Zinc Fingers, emerges 
from the labs of Georgia Tech and Zoo 
Atlanta to laugh it up with members of the 
Geekapalooza comedy tour in this night of 
science-themed music and comedy.

Science Improv
Wednesday, March 22, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Whole World Improv, 1216 Spring Street
$10 ($5 for students)
Improv comedy with a science twist. Georgia 
Tech scientists, improvisation artists, and the 
audience combine to show the lighter side 
of science and life in the lab through short 
improv games and sketches. 

Introducing the Next...
Friday, March 24, 7 to 10 p.m.
Ferst Center for the Arts
$28 ($22 with discount code SCIENCE)
Atlanta’s Dance Canvas and Arts@Tech come 
together to explore the bridges between 
movement, technology, science, and life.  
With a focus on humanity, culture, and 
how dance can innovate, this performance 
highlights the creativity of emerging new 
voices in dance. The performance begins at  
8 p.m., but come at 7 p.m. for a special Atlanta 
Science Festival talk-back with the choreog-
raphers to discuss collaborations between arts 
and tech. 

Georgia Tech’s Hungry Hungry Robots
Saturday, March 25, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Centennial Olympic Park
Come to Makers Meet to compete in Georgia 
Tech’s Hungry Hungry Robots. Race against 
the clock to collect more balls than your 
competitor using remote-controlled robots. 
Innovation and ingenuity will lead you to 
victory in this free, interactive event.

Exploration Expo
Saturday, March 25, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Centennial Olympic Park
Atlanta’s biggest interactive science event is 
free and open to adults, families, and children 
of all ages and interests. The Exploration 
Expo promotes science exploration, discovery, 
and innovation with more than 100 interac-
tive exhibits, hands-on experiments, and 
mind-blowing demos and performances.

Science Takes Over Atlanta for Fourth Year

Tech student Karima Alkhalid works with a young attendee at the 2016 Atlanta Science Festival.
Photo Courtesy of the Atlanta Science Festival

This year’s Atlanta Science Festival will take place March 
14–25 throughout the Metro Atlanta area, and Georgia Tech 
will have a strong showing. The festival shines a light on the 
region’s science and technology community, showcasing local 
discoveries, innovation, and learning opportunities. 

The festival culminates on Saturday, March 25, at Centennial 
Olympic Park with more than 100 interactive exhibits, hands-on 

experiments, and mind-blowing demos and performances at the 
Exploration Expo.

Georgia Tech is a founding partner of the festival, along with 
Emory University and the Metro Atlanta Chamber. See below 
for events featuring members of the Tech community. Visit 
atlantasciencefestival.org for a full listing and to get tickets for 
events below. Events are free unless otherwise noted.
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