
TH E GE O R G I A IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G YFA C U LT Y/STA F F NE W S PA P E R Volume 33,  Number  1  • Januar y 7,  2008

Inside:

Top photos of ’07  . . . . . . . 3

Campus Events  . . . . . . . . . 4

Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

THEWHISTLE

W W W . W H I S T L E . G A T E C H . E D U

Year in Review2007
GrowthGrowth

PeoplePeople

OutreachOutreach

InnovationInnovation
SustainabilitySustainability

Tech’s women’s tennis team defeated
UCLA to bring the first NCAA title in
any sport to the Institute.

Civil engineering students work with
village residents in Honduras. 

Fall student enrollment reached more than
18,000 for the first time in Tech’s history. 

Green space from parking lots signals
progress in the Campus Master Plan. 

Electrical and
Computer
Engineering
Professor Russell
Dupuis received
the 2007
Institute of
Electrical and
Electronics
Engineers
Edison Medal.

President of
Ireland Mary
McAleese visits
with Tech
President
Wayne Clough.

Facilities worker Isadore Snead uses
reclaimed condensate water for irrigation 
in the face of severe drought.
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In its inaugural effort, Tech’s Sting Racing team competed
in the semi-final round of the DARPA Urban Challenge
with its autonomous Porsche Cayenne.

               



People & Community

The Georgia Tech
Police Department
named Andrew Altizer
Tech’s first director
of Emergency
Preparedness.

Lisa Sills was named
deputy director of support operations
for GTRI.

Gary May, professor and chair of the
School of Electrical and Computer
Engineering, received the 2006
Mentor Award from the American

Association for the
Advancement of
Science.

College of Computing
faculty members
Richard Fujimoto and
Nancy Nersessian
received Regents’ pro-

motions—awarded to two individuals
per year—from the Institute.

Ward Winer, chair of the School of
Mechanical Engineering (ME) and
Regents’ professor, retired after 38
years at Tech. Professor William
Wepfer, most recently vice provost of
Distance Learning and Professional
Education (DLPE), was named the new
school chair.

Paul Houston, a Cornell University pro-
fessor and administrator, was named
dean of the College of Sciences. He
succeeds Provost Gary Schuster.

Industrial and Systems Engineering
(ISyE) Associate Professor Eva Lee
won the Franz Edelman competition

for her work, which
could lead to a
less-invasive, less-
costly way to treat
cancer. 

Howard Rollins
resigned as associate vice provost of
International Programs to return to the
School of Psychology. He was succeed-
ed by Electrical and Computer
Engineering Professor
Steve McLaughlin.

Democratic presi-
dential candidate
Barack Obama visited
the campus in April
at the invitation of
the African American
Student Union and
the College
Democrats at Georgia Tech.

Woosong University in South Korea in
July named John Endicott, a School
of International Affairs professor and
director of the Center for International
Strategy, Technology and Policy, its
president and vice chancellor.

In July, the National Association of
College and University Business Officers
awarded Executive Vice President of
Administration and Finance Robert
Thompson the Distinguished Business
Officer Award.

Jim Ellington was named Georgia
Tech Research Institute (GTRI) director
of research security.

Technology Review magazine recog-
nized two Georgia Tech researchers, 
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“QUOTE-
UNQUOTE”
“If the drought that we’re expe-
riencing now continues to be at
the level of historic droughts
and not a totally unprecedent-
ed millennium-type drought,
and the Corps of Engineers
reduces the releases from Lake
Lanier as recently indicated,
then Atlanta has water supplies
to last at least through next
summer.”

—Georgia Water Resource
Institute Director and Civil and
Environmental Engineering
Professor Aris Georgakakos.
(Atlanta magazine)

Growth Sustainability

Karen Liu and Xudong
Wang, among the world’s
top innovators under the
age of 35.

School of Mechanical
Engineering Professor

Ray Vito became Tech’s first
vice provost of Graduate
and Undergraduate Studies.

Mark
Demyanek was
named assistant
vice president for
Tech’s Office of
Environmental Health
and Safety.

School of Public Policy
Professor Marilyn
Brown, School of Earth

and Atmospheric Sciences Professor
Robert Dickinson and EAS Associate
Professor Rong Fu were involved with
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, which shared in the Nobel
Peace Prize awarded to Al Gore.

Peter McGuire, associate dean of the
Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts, retired
after 32 years at Tech.

Tech named Paul
Johnson the Yellow
Jackets’ new head
football coach.

ISyE Associate
Professor
Thiruvenkatasamy
“Govind”
Govindaraj, 58, died
in December. 

Institute Partnerships reported that 348 Tech stu-
dents volunteered in the local community and
schools, an increase over the 260 who volunteered
in 2006.

The 10th annual Georgia Tech Earth Day celebration
was part of Think Green Week, a larger focus on
environmental sustainability and stewardship.

Tech, with Oak Ridge National Laboratory, won a bid
from the Department of Energy for a $125 million
research center that will seek
new ways to produce biofu-
els.

Researchers developed a
miniature sensor that uses
polymer membranes deposit-
ed on a tiny silicon disk to
measure pollutants present in
aqueous or gaseous environ-
ments (pictured are Applied
Sensors Laboratory Director
Boris Mizaikoff and graduate
student Yuliya Luzinova).

President Wayne Clough named the Campus
Water Conservation Task Force to address what
Tech can do better in regards to the drought.

The practices of Facilities and Operations earned
Tech the runner-up position in the universities cate-
gory of the Green Cleaning Award, which recognizes
environmentally friendly cleaning practices.

In the fall, Georgia Tech’s MBA
program was available in an
evening format for the first time.

The College of Computing
announced the formation of the
School of Computer Science
and the School of Interactive
Computing, along with a
planned School of Compu-
tational Science and
Engineering.

Tech assumed
ownership of
North Avenue
Apartments,
formerly
Georgia State
University resi-
dence halls.

The Institute ini-
tiated fund-rais-
ing efforts for a
second campus childcare
facility to serve approximately
200 children.

Charged by Provost Gary
Schuster, two task forces,
chaired by Civil and
Environmental Engineering
Professor Laurence Jacobs

and Industrial and Systems
Engineering Professor Leon
McGinnis, are reviewing the
state of undergraduate curric-
ula and interdisciplinarity,
respectively.

A new electrical substation
will provide for future campus
growth and enhance reliability.

Tech is the overall top pro-
ducer of African-American

engineers in the U. S.,
according to Diverse:
Issues in Higher
Education magazine.

The Fifth Street
Streetscape Project
continued, from Cherry to
Fowler streets. 

The Board of Regents
approved two new doc-

toral degrees: a Ph.D. in
International Affairs, Science
and Technology and a Ph.D.
in Computational Science
and Engineering.

Technology Enterprise Park
on North Avenue opened in
October.
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Innovation

Photos of 2007

Outreach
Public Policy Professor Susan Cozzens and Joseph Hughes,
chair of the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, pre-
sented research in aiding developing countries with sustainable
water and sanitation.

The Georgia Tech Police Department
became one of several partners in Crime
Stoppers Atlanta.

Tech and Emory University combined
their expertise in the medical and
architectural fields to create a world-
class neuron intensive care unit at Emory
Hospital.

In a meeting at Tech, representatives from top Georgia organiza-
tions in both government and the private sector pledged sup-
port for a national initiative to improve health care quality,
information and cost-effectiveness.

French Foreign Trade Minister Christine Lagarde visited Tech’s
Enterprise Innovation Institute, discussing economic develop-
ment projects between Georgia and France.

Tech won the Senator Paul Simon Award in recognition of its
efforts to internationalize the campus.

South Korea awarded a dual-degree program to the College of
Computing.

The Center for Assistive Technology and Environmental Access
launched CATEA’s Consumer Network, an online community
that offers information about products, prototypes and latest
developments in disability and aging-related products.

A pilot forecasting program designed by scientists at Tech and
the National Center for Atmospheric Research is being used to
warn thousands of vulnerable residents in selected flood-prone
regions in Bangladesh.

Aerospace Engineering Professor Krishan Ahuja has been
appointed director and general manager of Georgia Tech-Ireland.

A new interdisciplinary class enables stu-
dents from different disciplines to collaborate
on designing medical facility rooms that are
more patient- and doctor-friendly.

Georgia Tech ranks third
in the nation for the num-
ber of nanotechnology
researchers that are
“highly cited” in peer-
reviewed publications,
and in the top 10 for the
number of first authors

publishing in such journals. (Pictured is
Professor Zhong Lin Wang with a
nanowire array that could be used to
power nanometer-scale devices.)

Tech researchers have developed a new
prototype engine that allows satellites to
take off with less fuel.

The Association of College and Research
Libraries recognized Tech’s Library and
Information Center with its 2007
Excellence in Academic Libraries Award.

BusinessWeek ranked the College of
Management 44th in the magazine’s Top
50 list of best undergraduate business pro-
grams, and second in the nation for return
on investment among public colleges.

NASA’s Johnson Space Center recently
selected the College of Management to
provide leadership training for engineers, sci-
entists and technologists.

Mark Allen was named the new senior vice
provost for Research and Innovation. The
position was previously held by Charles
Liotta.

In its highest ranking ever, Tech was sev-
enth among the nation’s public universities
for undergraduates and is among the top 10
public universities for the ninth consecutive
year, according to U.S. News and World
Report.

Tech and Emory University researchers are
the first to create a nanoparticle that could
some day be used as a simple, all-purpose
diagnostic tool to detect the earliest stages
of many diseases.

Bernd Kahn, director of the Georgia Tech
Research Institute’s (GTRI) Environmental
Radiation Center, and senior research scientist
Robert Rosson developed a simpler tech-
nique for testing drinking water for radium.

Tech and Emory University received a $1.5
million NSF grant to establish “The
Origins Project,” a center for integrated
research, education and public outreach
focused on the chem-
istry that may have led
to the origin of life.

Tech takes sixth place
in Solar Decathlon.

Assistant Professor of
Music Jason Freeman
premiered “Flock,” his
newest audience-partici-
patory work, in Miami
during Art Basel Miami
Beach. 

ISyE Professor Craig Tovey, along with
Sunil Nakrani from the University of Oxford,
developed an Internet server strategy based
on bee behavior.

From left: A group tours construction in the
Marcus Nanotechnology Building; A yellow
jacket emerges from its nest; and CNBC host
Jim Cramer brings his ‘Mad Money’ television
show to the College of Management.

From left: Tech hosted the international RoboCup
competition; Icarus, Tech’s entry in the Solar
Decathlon, on the mall in Washington, D.C.; and
the Institute honored those killed in the Virginia
Tech shooting.

Images selected by Rob Felt
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Arts & Culture

Jan. 19
The Flying Karamazov Brothers return to the Ferst
Center for the Arts with “Fourplay,” a show filled
with music, juggling and jokes, at 8 p.m. Tickets
range from $20 to $36. For more information,
visit www.ferstcenter.gatech.edu.

Jan. 22
Mexico’s Tania Pérez-Salas Compañia de Danza
comes to the Ferst Center for the Arts for an
evening of Mexican contemporary dance, starting
at 8 p.m. The dance company is known through-
out Mexico and Europe for its visually stunning
movement and sensual theatrics. Tickets range
from $25.60 to $42. For more information, visit
www.ferstcenter.gatech.edu. 

Feb. 16
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering Associate
Professor Pete Ludovice is the host for “Pocket
Protectors and Other Fashion Statements,” at
8:30 p.m. at the Relapse Theatre on 14th Street.
The event is the third annual stand-up comedy
show sponsored by the MIT Alumni Club of
Atlanta. For more information, visit 
www.drpetecomedy.com.

Conferences & Lectures

Jan. 14
The School of Literature, Communication and
Culture presents “Dwelling Machines,” which
examines the role technology plays in how
dwelling is perceived. Speakers, including Jay
Bolter, Ian Bogost and Hugh Crawford, will join
Drew Whitelegg from the Emory Center for Myth
and Ritual in American Life. The symposium is
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in room 132 of TSRB. For
more information, visit www.lcc.gatech.edu.

Frank Tip, with IBM’s T.J. Watson Research Center,
presents “Refactoring Using Type Constraints” at
the SPARC (Software engineering, Programming
languages, Analysis, Reasoning and Compilers)
Brown Bag, from noon to 1 p.m. in room 1116E
of Klaus. For more information, visit
www.coc.gatech.edu.

Jan. 15–16
Princeton University Professor Simon A. Levin
presents “Individual Choices, Cooperation and the
Global Commons: Mathematical Challenges in
Uniting Ecology and Socioeconomics for a
Sustainable Environment,” from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 15 in room 1116W of Klaus. Levin presents
“Crossing Scales: Evolutionary Approaches to
Ecological Interactions” from 2 to 3 p.m. Jan. 16
in room 269 of Skiles. For more information, visit
www.math.gatech.edu.

Jan. 17
University of Pennsylvania Professor Louis
Soslowsky presents “Tendon Healing in a Rotator
Cuff Animal Model,” starting at 11 a.m. in room
1128 of the IBB building. For more information,
visit www.ibb.gatech.edu.

Jan. 22
University of California at Berkeley Professor
Seung-Wuk Lee presents “Development of Novel
Bone Regenerating Materials through Directed
Evolution Processes Using Genetically Engineered
Viruses,” part of the Materials Council Seminar, at
3 p.m. in room 299 of the Love Building. For
more information, visit www.mse.gatech.edu.

Chemistry and Biochemistry research scientist
Christine Kranz presents “Introduction to Focused
Ion Beam Technology and Its Application,” part of
Nano@Tech, at noon in rooms 102A and B in the
MRC. RSVP to katie.hutchison@mirc.gatech.edu.

Faculty/Staff Development

Ongoing
The Office of Organizational Development offers a
Web-based tutorial on the basics of using a state
purchasing card (p-card). To register, visit
www.trainsweb.gatech.edu.

Diversity Programs seeks faculty/staff and student
nominations for the 2008 Don Bratcher Human
Relations Award, established by the Office of the
President to recognize members of the Tech com-
munity who exemplify superior human relations
work. The deadline for nominees is Jan. 15.
Nominations should be sent to Stephanie Ray

(sray@gatech.edu). For more information, visit
www.diversity.gatech.edu.

Techmasters—Tech’s chapter of Toastmasters
International—meets every Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
in room 102 of the MRC. For more information,
visit www.techmasters.gatech.edu.

Georgia Tech Faculty Women’s Club offers scholar-
ships for undergraduate students who are children
of faculty members. Scholarship amounts range
from $500 to $1,500. Applications are due by
March 1. For more information, visit
www.gtfwc.gatech.edu.

Jan. 9
The Office of Organizational Development presents
the Brown Bag session “Planning for Financial
Security—Revisioning Retirement,” from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. in room 301 of the Student Center. For
more information, visit www.orgdev.gatech.edu.

Jan. 17
The Center for the Enhancement of Teaching and
Learning presents “Dealing with Misconduct in the
College Classroom,” from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
Wilby Room of the Library. For more information,
visit www.cetl.gatech.edu. 

Jan. 27–28
The Georgia Tech Retreat Exploring Effective
Teaching (GTREET) 2008 will start at 3 p.m. at
Callaway Gardens. This year’s topic, “Perspectives
on Learning, Teaching and the Brain,” will be pre-
sented by Dartmouth College Professor G. Christian
Jernstedt. The retreat is primarily for new faculty
in their first three years of teaching at the
Institute. For more information, visit
www.cetl.gatech.edu.

Miscellaneous

Jan. 22
Sam Nunn School of International Affairs and
College of Computing Professor Seymour Goodman
will sign copies of his book, “Toward a Safer and
More Secure Cyberspace,” from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
at the Georgia Tech Bookstore. For more informa-
tion, visit http://gatech.bncollege.com.
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AUTOMOBILES

2000 Honda Odyssey EX-L,
dark green exterior, tan
leather, new tires, battery,
trans. 1 owner, dealer-serviced.
Ex. condition, 131,000 miles.
$8,500. E-mail flyingcircus@
bellsouth.net or call 770-955-
2393.

For sale: 1983 Dodge Aries.
Only 93K miles, runs great,
clean inside and out, no leaks
and everything works. Selling
for a friend’s mother for $600.
Call Ray Vito at 404-276-0254.

2006 Chevy HHR. Silver, ex.
condition. $14,495. Also, 1963
Chevy II. Ex. condition, 30,000
orig. miles, orig. paint. $4,000.
Call Jan at 404-373-7170.

REAL ESTATE/ROOMMATES

3BR/2BA home in Adams
Crossing neighborhood. Only
10 minutes from Ga. Tech.
Quiet cul-de-sac w/ level
yard. Check it out at
www.bettyanncourt.com or

call 404-931-8730.

4BR/3.5BA house for rent.
Finished basement. Near N.
Fulton Hospital in Roswell.
$1,700 + deposit. 404-862-
2648.

2BR/2BA condo in Smyrna,
near Cumberland Mall. Patio
storage, fireplace; lawn care
and trash included. Lease,
purchase or rent for $900/
month with $900 deposit.
Ready to move in. E-mail
jae.collins730@yahoo.com 
or call 404-731-8309.

3BR/2BA furnished water-
front, peaceful cottage along
the southern Outer Banks,
N.C. $150/day, 3-day mini-
mum. Pets OK. More info:
www.readymadeparties.com.
E-mail jud.ready@gatech.edu.

Townhome for sale. 2 min.
to I-75/I-285; 20 min. to
Tech. Roommate-friendly.
3BR/2BA with extras: wood
floors, new carpet, new
paint, granite countertop,

open floor plan. Easy lawn
maintenance. Private back
yard. $132,000. Low Marietta
taxes. Call 770-419-8986.

Large lots in Orchard Country
Club in north Georgia moun-
tains for sale. 1 1/4 hours
from Atlanta. Cheap, build-
able, negotiable. E-mail
gth749m@mail.gatech.edu or
call Les, 404-385-7221.

APPLIANCES

Frigidaire chest freezer, 5 
cu. ft., manual defrost, 16” x
22” x 24”, ex. condition, 4
yrs. old. $100. Pick up at
Tech. E-mail william.robinson@
gtri.gatech.edu or call 
404-407-6039.

MISCELLANEOUS

Seeking good seats (2 to 4
tickets) for Ricky Skaggs 
concert March 29. E-mail
phil.sparling@gatech.edu.

Moving sale: Westinghouse
washer and dryer, $125

each. Sturdy, high-quality
Pacemaster Pro Elite tread-
mill ($1,750 new) $800.
Patio plants in nice pots,
$50–75 each (would cost
$150–200 at a nursery).
Indoor plants $15–40. Pics
available. Ann Dibble at
ann.dibble@dev.gatech.edu,
or call 894-4679.

GT master’s cap, gown and
hood. Size 6’3” to 6’5”.
Worn once for graduation.
Better than new—it’s already
ironed! $74 @ bookstore,
asking $50. E-mail
jeremy@imtc.gatech.edu.

Seeking a tutor with advanced
geometry skills. E-mail
labond.3@hotmail.com or call
404-754-8662 for information
on schedule and pay.

Bose 3.2.1 Home Ent.
System. Media center/DVD
player; 2 speakers, one sub-
woofer, remote, all cables
and power cords and owner’s
guide. Great condition. Orig.
$1,000, selling for $500. 

E-mail gcook44@yahoo.com.

Carpool needed in the
Riverdale/Jonesboro/College
Park area. Work schedule is
M–F, 8–5 p.m. Call Alyceson
Andrews at 894-6228 or 
e-mail alyceson.andrews@
ibb.gatech.edu.

Gwinnett Gladiator tickets.
Game-a-month plan. Jan.,
Feb., March & April. 2 tickets
next to each other, Section
309. Great seats, w/ first
choice for playoffs. Also
coupons for area restaurants.
$45. Call 678-209-7095.

Tiny toy poodle puppies for
sale. 1 female and 1 male,
both black. AKC-registered
with first shots. Call Lisa,
770-898-3483.

Submissions appear in the
order in which they are
received. E-mail ads to 

editor@icpa.gatech.edu.


