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Tea time
Drop the crumpets and head to Little
Five Points for a great selection of

gourmet teas. Page 23

Fore!

Did they land on the green or in the
rough? See how our golf team
performed in Puerto Rico. Page 27

Twisted turns out straightforward

By Fenton Gardner
Contributing Writer

What does a cop do when the
primesuspectinaserial murder case
is the person she sees in the mirror
every morning? That is the exact
question that Inspector Jessica Shep-
ard (Ashley Judd) is trying to an-
swer in her first case as a homicide
detective in the murder-mystery
thriller Twisted.

Judd isjoined by
Andy Garcia, play-
ing the role of Shep-
ard’s new partner
Mike Delmarco.
Also starring in the
film is Samuel L.
Jackson, who plays
Commisioner John
Millsof the San Fran-
cisco Police Department. He is not
only Shepard’s boss and trainer, but
a father-figure as well.

Throughout the film, Mills is
constantly testing Shepard and giv-
ing her poignant advice such as,
“You’re homicide now, there’s no
more room for mistakes,” after she
isalmostkilled in
the act of taking
down a murder
suspect alone.

* *
Starring: Samuel L.
Jackson, Ashley Judd,
Andy Garcia

Twisted

“The main plot of the
movie is that a bunch

figure out how such a talented cast
would sign on for a film with a
script that could best be described
as slightly above mediocre.

The main plot of the movie is
that a bunch of men that Shepard
had one-night stands with end up
dead, and she is the lead detective
on a case where all the clues seem to
point to her.

Still, rather than
exploiting  that
theme as a strong
point, everyone, and
I mean everyone,
starts becoming sus-
picious—from her
partner Delmarco to
her psychologist
who she is required
to see because of her

anger issues and the
abuse of one of her detainees.

The audience is then forced to
watch scene after scene of her denial
of her problems and failed attempt
to deal with her parents’ death. The
commissioner was partners with
Shepard’s father before her father
went on a killing spree that ended
with Shepard’s
mother and
himself, thus
giving the basis

Afterwatchingan for Mills’ father-
opening fight  of men that Shepard daughter type
scene with Shep- ] relationship
ardand theafore- has One'nlghf stands with Shepard.

mentioned  with end up dead. ” It is appar-

suspect that was

ent that Shep-

highly reminis-
centof theaction
and choreography you might catch
on a syndicated episode of Buffy the
Vampire Slayer, itscemed asif Twisted
promised to deliver wall to wall ex-
citement and brilliant direction.
Yet the most twisted thingabout
this “mystery thriller” is trying to

ard never got
overher parents’
deathsbecause even after being pro-
moted to homicide detective, she
continues to deny her anger prob-
lemsand drown hersorrowsin glasses
and glasses of alcohol.

Her alcoholism causes numer-
ous blackouts, which become abor-

, S

Photo Courtesy Paramount Pictures

Itis a wonder why three stellar actors chose to star in this basic mystery thriller.
But, Ashely Judd's portrayal of a sex-crazed alcoholic does raise an eyebrow.

ing consistent part of the film, after
which she wakes up in a dazed state
due to her cell phone ringing.
Apparently, the audience is sup-
posed to see the potential conse-

quences of excessive drinking and
promiscuity, all thewhile being daz-
zled by a strikingly complex mys-

See Twisted, page 22

Alabama’s Blue Epic packs Smith’s Olde Bar

Photo Courtesy Blue Epic
Blue Epic played this week at Smith’s Olde Barto a packed crowd of fervent fans. Though they hail from Alabamaq,
don’t expect them to appear on the country charts; this unique rock band will make an impact elsewhere.

By Chelsea Paxton
Contributing Writer

It is an ordinary Tuesday night
in February, and the upstairs music
room of Smith’s Olde Baris packed.
I’'m here to see Blue Epic, a band
out of Alabama that has toured the
country, garnered glowing reviews
from The L.A. Times (among oth-
ers) and seems to have quite a fol-
lowing in Atlanta, as well.

Atfirstglance, itappearsas though
it may be based on good looks alone.
But I've listened to their latest EP,
Love and Hate, a precursor to their
full-length album, and Blue Epic s
more than a bunch of pretty faces.

Love and Hate, though only five
songs, is a solid mix of lead vocals
and hard guitar work. The sound is
professional, preciseand clean with-
out losing sight of the fact that this
is without a doubt, rock and roll.
Lead singer/guitarist Phillip Rober-
son has an amazing range, and the
lush melodies are perfect for show-
casing his talent.

Though there are shades of Neil
Young, U2 and Coldplay in Blue

See Blue, page 21

Chance to perform
at Battle of Bands

How do you get your band to
perform in front of thousands of
college students? Just head to
www.fun.gatech.edu, fill out the
application for the Student Cen-
ter’s Battle of the Bands and, well,
just plain win.

Catch some dirt at
Georgia Dome Sat.

Looking for something different
in the way of sports and entertain-
ment? THQ Supercross is coming
to the Georgia Dome Saturday, Feb.
28 for its twelfth appearance. Prac-
tices begin at 12:30 p.m. and the
main event starts at 7 p.m. Ticket-
master has tickets from $10 to $40.
The closer you get, the more dirt
you will eat.

Laugh until it hurts

at Civic Center
In the mood for laughs? The

Crown Royal Comedy Fest is com-
ing to the Atlanta Civic Center Sat-
urday, Feb. 28. Ticket prices range
from $35-$55, and areavailable from
Ticketmaster or online at
www.atlantaciviccenter.com. The
evening begins at 7:30 p.m. and
includes acts from Rickey Smiley,
John Witherspoon and Sommore.

Rock and roll each

night this weekend

Dweezil Zappa and Lisa Loeb
will grace the Cotton Club Friday,
Feb.27at9 p.m. Ticketsare $10 for
general admission. AFI will be up-
stairs at the Tabernacle on the 28,
with tickets at $21 and an 8 p.m.
show time. Catch-22 is coming to
the Masquerade on the following
dayat7 p.m. Ticketsare $10 gener-
al admission, and the show, part of
the Ska is Dead Tour, will also fea-
ture Mustard Plug.

Landmark shows
special engagement

Landmark Theaters is showinga
compelling documentary on a bus
hijacking in Rio de Janeiro in 2000.
The movie, entitled Bus 174, at-
tempts to include the story the press
overlooked while covering the event.
The film focuses on the hijacker
and examines what propelled him
to his final stand and makes conclu-
sions about the effects of growing
up in Rio’sviolence-plagued streets.
The movie is showing for one week
only.

Can you get down?
ABBA sure could

The Fox is showing a musical
called “Mamma Mia!” now through
March 7. The musical is set to the
musicof ABBA and speaks ofagirl’s
impending marriage and her moth-
er’ssecret past. Timesand days vary;
check www.foxtheatre.org. Tick-
ets range from $22-$66.
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By James Barrick
United Features

ACROSS

1. Spoonbill cousin

5. Greek letter

10. White goods

15. Dross

19. Time of fasting

20. More gelid

21. Destroy by degrees
22. Fried bread

23. Quechua

24. Curt

25. Municipal

26. Place for hiding

27. Start of a quip by Robert
Frost: 5 wds.

31. Proximal’s opposite
32. Birthright seller

33. Story

34. Big hit

37. Spent

40. Pierce many times
44, Snake

47. Building locales
49. Crowbar

51. Traffic problem: hyphen-
taed

52. Layover

54. Fresco

56. Summary, for short
58. Bluish-green fish
59. Soft drinks

61. Drills

63. Speeder’s undoing
65. Lixivium

66. Pipeline state

68. Surrounded by

70. Dressed to the —
72. Part 2 of quip: 4 wds.
79. Avid

80. Nucha

81. Dreamboat

82. Gullible fool

85. Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov
87. Goes at an easy gait

90. Baking and washing
91. Greek coin

93. Tournament of — Pa-
rade

95. Mystical card

97. Melody

98. On all sides

100. Lets

102. Made crippled

104. Lisa Simpson’s instru-
ment

105. Part of ancient Thebes
107. Finch

109. Domesticated

111. Malayan dagger

113. Burden

115. Blood portion

119. End of the quip: 5 wrds.
126. Storm

127. New Zealand aborigi-
ne

128. Soprano — Callas
129. Bit to drink

130. She, in Santiago

131. Flynn of films

132. Poet T.S. —

133. Wrinkle

134. Lack

135. Uptight

136. Beau —

137. Bridge position

DOWN

1. Great ancient epic
2. Movie dog

3. Bone of the ear

4. Jumps

5. Deny

6. Repeat

7. Emerald City visitor
8. Laconic

9. Con or commercial
10. Classroom figure

11. Rainbow

12. De — (anew)

13. Enlighten

14. Honey source

15. Magnificent

16. Red-hot piece

17. Part of UCLA: abbrevia-
tion

18. Nothing but

28. Edible roots

29. Moonraker

30. Legal order

35. Pencil remnant

36. Hoagie

38. Atany time

39. Pour, as wine

41. Distribute cards
42. Early sitcom name
43. Sword

44. Music industry organiza-
tion

45. Filched

46. Utterly opposed
48. — Jessica Parker
50. Squad car device
53. Old-hat

55. Dud

57.Bamboo eater

60. Drinking toast

62. Fiber for twine

64. Orchestra section
67. Provoke

69. Storehouse

71. Go quickly

73. Man of La Mancha
74. Emergencies

75. Where Kathmandu is
76. River in south Asia
77.Roman goddess
78. County in England
82. Steep

83. Swedish pop group
84. Unsatisfactory

86. Hawaiian goose
88. Part of QED

89. Body, in anatomy
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92. Dummy 112. Gape 123. Desire personified
94. Pine cone 114. No longer new 124. Discord personified
96. Pattern 116. Neighbor of Israel 125. Free-for-all
99. Scarlett’s home 117. Wherewithal
101. Trig function 118. Medieval helmet
103. Creme — — creme 119. Bird
106. Fate 120. Robust
108. A spice 121. Wolf’s look
110. Be slow 122. Klaxon See Solutions, page 29

in the real world you
have to write

we can teach

clearly
cleanly

concisely

you how

TECHNIQUE
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Adanta Ballet gracefully lands at Fox with Romeo & Juliet

Photo Courtesy Atlanta Ballet
If you missed the Atlanta Ballet's latest performance of Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet, make sure to catch the talented troupe at a later date.

By Fenton Gardner
Contributing Writer

The light that breaks through
yonder window is the glowing per-
formance of the Atlanta Ballet in
their silent, yet lively, dramatiza-
tion of Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet.

The show played for two weeks
at the Fox . This was a must-see for
anyonewho hasever enjoyed Shakes-
peare or the ballet and a perfect
introduction for ballet novices. It is
a beautiful combination of the two
that allow the viewer to experience
the romantic tragedy of two star-
crossed lovers.

Ina performance where the only
words spoken were voice-overs of
the prologue and epilogue of the
original play, the audience was left

as speechless as the dancers them-
selves. Yet, even without words, it
was never hard to understand the

“From the antics of the
mischievous Mercutio
to the group dances
in the marketplace,
there are many
hilarious pieces within

i’

each scene. "

differentparts of thescript thedancers
were portraying. Although it is a
tragedy indeed, the play was not

lacking in humor. From the antics
of the mischievous Mercutio to the
group dances in the marketplace,
there were many hilarious pieces
within each scene.

Directed by John McFall and
choreographed by Michael Pink, the
play was beautifully and artistically
transferred from the original work
to the stage. The fightscene leading
to the death of both Mercutio and
Tybalt was perhaps the most dra-
maticand well-done scene through-
out the performance. Costumes were
brilliantly designed with twirling
dresses and colorful vests; the danc-
er’soutfits were indeed eye candy to
the casual observer.

Perhaps the most remarkable part
of the showwas the score. Performed

See Ballet, page 22

Q.E.D. Original Comic Strip

PSSST/ DO YOU
GUYS WANNA PLAY
A LITTLE POKER?

GIOVANNI, WE CAN‘T/
WE'VE GOT TO STUDY FOR

OUR MIDTERM THIS WEEK.

HA/ HAZ HA! You guYs L
ARE TOO CUTE/

DON’T YOU REALIZE THAT
YOU'RE GRAD STUDENTS,
WHICH MEANS THAT YOU
AUTOMATICALLY GET AN “A”

FIVE HOURS LATER.. ]

by Brian Lewis (gtg04 3f@mail.gatech.edu)

UEY BERT, 1S THAT "A*
THING TRUE OR WAS HE

BLUFFING? <

BEATS ME/ IF I COULDd
CALL HIS BLUFFS, I

WOULDN'T BE DOWN $1.33/




Do you like to write? Come write for us! Weekly meetings on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in Room 137 of the Flag Building. We'll give you free pizza and
soda too. And maybe some candy if you're lucky. And a T-shirt if you write an article.
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It’s the Two Bits Man’s job to
write about pop culture and how it
relates to Tech—okay, no it’s not.
Theaverage Tech studentwouldn’t
know pop culture if it walked up
and slapped him, so I'd just be wast-
ing my time.

Pop cultureissomething reserved
for people who remember what the
sun is, you know, that thing that
people worshipped before they fac-
tioned themselves between David
Koresh and Pikachu. Evenifyoudo
manage to get outside to see the
sun, you're probably notleaving cam-
pus, since Parking will undoubted-
ly have towed or booted your car.
So, today I want to reintroduce you
to the magical world of pop culture
with something that even the aver-
age Techie can understand, vid-
eo games. And no, I won’t
talkabout theimport

..1WO Bits
Students seem devoid of pop culture, much to Two Bits Man’s chagrin

where the Anime woman shows you
herbreasts after you successfully win
a race. The Technique is a family
publication.

Allyou really need to knowabout
pop cultureis thatartimitateslife in
video games. When you were a kid,
you probably spent hours in front
ofyourNintendo playing Super Mar-
io Bros. and never once thought
about the pop culture ramifications.
However, Super Mario Bros. is a
shining example of artimitating life.
As plumbers, Mario and Luigi are
always on the clock and collecting
money. I realize thatmodern plumb-
ers prefer credit to coins, but Prin-
cess saving is still available at no
extra charge.

If we look back on video games

of the long past, it becomes
overwhelmingly clear how

gaming realm. Take the Pac
family for example...Pac
Man was a fat guy. End
result, no one still plays
PacMan. Hehasbeenlong
forgotten. Ms. Pac Man,
on the other hand, is
a cute woman, and
enough said—lone-
ly geeks still play.
This brings me
to another point
about Ms. Pac
Man—I am under
theimpression that
she’smarried to Pac
Man. If that’s the
case, thenwhyisn’t
the game called Mrs.

PacMan. Washer surname PacMan
before they got married, and the
game is set to chronicle her life be-
fore they tied the knot? Does that
mean that after she got married, she
became Mrs. Pac Man Pac Man?
That’s a hell of a thing to put on a
drivers’ license. She probably gets
accused of using a fake ID every
time she tries to buy some PBR ora
pack of Luckies.

Burger Time. Not popular any-
more. Enough said. This is a game
where you try to make hamburgers
and stun your enemies with pepper.
The main character in this game is
Peter Pepperand, you guessed it, he
likes pepper on his hamburgers. In
reallife, no one puts pepper on their
hamburgers.

That's the sort of bizarre freak
move thatlands you under FBI scru-
tiny. Putting pepper on a hamburg-
er is such a warped thing that no
normal person does it. So, my point
is proven here. The freak who puts
pepperonhishamburgeris nolonger
popular. Art has once again imitat-
ed life.

Of course, I can’t even begin to
touch this story with the thorough-
ness it needs if I don’t write about
Galaga. I€'sbecome a tradition with
me that once a week a friend of
mine and I go to eat really cheap
Mexican food and play Galaga in
the machine at the restaurant. We
feel that we are doing our part to
support pop culture every time we
playit. As these are increasingly con-
servative times, there seems to be
one evident fact in life: People like

to shoot stuff. In Galaga, you have
to shoot stuff. You have probably
noticed that you can’t swing a cat
without hitting a Galaga machine
these days, and that’s because if ever
there werea time in world history in
which people like to shoot stuff,
thisis it. Galaga affords people all of
the benefits of shooting stuff for
only fifty cents, because not every
one has billions of taxpayer dollars
at their disposal.

In fact, people don’t just want to
shootstuff, people are obsessed with
stuff. Shoot stuff, eat stuff, drink
stuff, steal stuff. Pick your favorite
transitive verb, and you can rest as-
sured that someone likes to do it to
stuff, so on that note, I think that
it’s only fair to end today’s lesson
about pop culture on Grand Theft
Auto.

As I've already mentioned, we
are in a time in which people like to
shoot stuff, and Grand Theft Auto
provides players ample opportuni-
ty to shoot stuff, but unlike Galaga,
when you play GTA, you also get to
steal stuff, and if there’s one thing
that convenience stores have shown
us, it’s that shootin’ stuff and stea-
lin’ stuff go together like peaches
and a nine. Once again, we have art
imitating life.

So there you have it my disciples
of the binary God, anything you've
ever wanted to know about pop cul-
ture is available in a popular video
game. Until next week, this is the
Two Bits Man reminding you that
can pop a zit and you can pop a
balloon, but you can’t pop culture.

Blue

Epic’s sound, this band is utterly
unclassifiable, which isagood thing.

Blue Epic, however, is even bet-
ter live. Phillip Roberson’s voice is
simultaneously smooth and sensu-
al, intenseand raw. He movesaround
the stage passionately and controls
the microphone in a manner remi-
niscent of Axel Rose or Steven Tyler.

There is chemistry to this band
thatis palpable, something thatcan’t
be conveyed through a CD. The
way the guitars and vocals weave
together feels like the musical equiv-

from page 17

“The way the guitars
and vocals weave
together feels like the
musical equivalent of
floating; it takes over
the whole body. ”

alent of floating; it takes over the
whole body.

Maybe it’s the fact that Phillip is
covered in sweat or possibly it’s the
closeness of the crowd, the small
venue and the emotion in this mu-
sic, but on this particular night it
seemed that Blue Epic is bringing
back the make-out song, or even
better, the mood-setting CD, meant
to be played in its entirety and not
just listened to but lived.

This is a band you should see,
get to know and grow to love. This
is the real deal.

For further information head to
www.blueepic.com.

We'd like to hear from you. Write us a letter.
opinions@technique.gatech.edu
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Twisted

tery. The problem with this film is
thatalthough everyone is written to
be the potential killerincluding Shep-
ard herself, it is not really a huge
shock in the end when the “mys-
tery” killer is revealed. In fact, in the
scene leading up to the big revela-
tion, the killer’s identity is obvious,
but through extremely subparscript-
ingtheaudienceissupposedly tricked
to going back and forth between

from page 17

characters.

The biggest mystery in the film
to me was how Shepard kept hook-
ing up with guys when it seemed as
if she never showered. She worked,
went to a bar, drank, had sex, went
home, drank some more, passed out
on the floor and then woke up to a
cell phone call the next morning to
repeat the process.

Both Jackson and Shepard’s psy-
chologist, played by David Straith-
aim, produce some amazing work
with theirlines, and with some great

shots of sea lions, pelicans and the
Golden Gate Bridge, the movie is
somewhat salvaged. However, it is
evident that thisisonly Sarah Thorp’s
second time writing a full-length
feature.

The most memorable moment
of the evening was winning a sweat-
shirt in the pre-movie trivia given
by Star 94’s Crazy Mike for guess-
ing the weight of an Oscar.

If you want a mystery to solve,
save yourselfa movie ticketand wait
for Twisted to go to video.

Ballet

by the Atlanta Ballet Symphony,
the music accompanying the per-
formance served as a harmonious
type of pathetic fallacy, always de-
picting the moods of the characters.
Although, a line was never spoken
by any dancer, the music served as a
dialogue that kept the audience in a
trancewith every Pirouetteen Dedans
or Posé Turns performed either in-
dividually or by a group.

from page 19

Although the fates of Romeo and
Juliet are already predestined from
the opening prologue, it renders the
event no less tragic than it would
have been unforeseen.

Theentire performance takes the
viewer on a roller coaster of emo-
tions, from laughing hysterically at
Mercutio and Benvolio’s flirtations
with the Nurse to soft tears of watch-
ingJuliet’s realization that her Romeo
was not informed of her chicanery,
thus leading to his own death and
ultimately hers as well.

TECHNIQUE
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Slow sipping strongly encouraged

By Evan Zasoski
Staff Writer

It’s called Teaspace, and if you
didn’tknow it was there, you could
easily miss it. In fact, you probably
have missed it. Several times, in fact.
The nondescriptsign doesn’t exact-
ly stand out amongst the visual hor-
nets’ nest that is Little Five Points.
It’s in the alley next to A Capella
Books, and it serves a mean cup of
Earl Grey. Just remember to check
your bank balance before heading
out.

Asyou might have guessed from
the name, Teaspace is primarily a
tea house. They’ve got teas for all
occasions. From green to black, herbal
to oolong (yeah, I've never heard of
thatoneeither) and even some bub-
ble thrown in for good measure,
Teaspace has more different kinds
of tea than you can shake a stick at,
and at a usual price of $2.15 a cup
with fifty cent refills, so long as you
stick to just tea, you might just get
out of there with a little bit of mon-
ey left over.

Unfortunately, if you want to
getsomethinga little more substan-
tial in your belly, you should proba-
bly be prepared to receive a fairly
significant blow to your wallet. The
average entrée at Teaspace will run
you about $15, though you can get
some bowls for under ten. In the
Teaspace’s defense, however, you
do get a hefty amount of food for
your rather sizeable investment.

For a price of $7, I got a bowl of
some very good miso soup that was
roughly the size of my head. Also,
though not strictly vegetarian, the
menu is very vegetarian friendly,
with many, if not most, of the dish-
es containing no meat at all.

The décor is very Japanese. Ac-
tually, it’s Japanese with a dash of
grunge thrown in for good mea-
sure. When I was there, they played
some soothing electronica which
helped set a relaxing mood. The
overall effect is that of a cool, mel-
low lictle place in which to have
some tea and maybe some expen-
sive food.

The only bad thing I could say

about the look and feel of the place
is that, like in most of Little Five,
there’s a certain, unmistakable air
of ryingjustalittle too hard. Though,
considering I was the only person in
the room at the time wearing a Leg-

“I'd like to say a little
something about the
drinking of tea as a
recreational activity.
Believe it or not, it's
pretty supercool.”

end of Zeldajacket, I probably don’t
get to lecture people about trying
too hard. Before I wrap this up, I'd
like to say a little something about

the drinking of tea as a recreational
activity. Believe it or not, it’s pretty
supercool. I know it sounds utterly
poseur-rific to say this, butit’sactu-
ally really relaxing to zone out with
a cup of green tea and some cool
music. Do with that information
what you will, but basically what
I'm saying is, don’t knock it until
you've tried it.

So, if you're into the whole tea
thing—and trust me, it’s a much
cooler experience that it would
seem—then Teaspace is probably a
place you’ll want to check out. It’s
got a wide selection and pretty de-
cent prices. As a restaurant, howev-
er, you might want to try it once or
twice, but I don’t expect it’ll be-
come anyone’s regular eatery. That
is, of course, unless they happen to
be the child of a millionaire indus-
trialist of some kind. In which case:
can I have some money?

By Evan Zasoski / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Teaspace, located down an alley in Little Five Points, is an easy place to miss.
The restaurant offers a wide selection of gourmet teas and soothing music.

Salar delivers top-notch,
mouth-watering kabobs

By Hillary Lipko
Staff Writer

When we were kids, we were
always encouraged to try new foods.
We all probably remember at least
one instance in which some adult
insisted that we try at least one bite
of the foreign-looking substance that
sat on our dinner plates.

When we refused, we most like-
ly got some form of a mini-lecture
that included a phrase somewhat
akin to “you need to expand your
horizons.”

Now that we’re on our own,
though, most of us just stick to the
foods that we
know and like.
No one is mak-
ing us try any-
thing new
anymore, and for
that matter, most
of us don’t want
to try anything
different. I, how-
ever, am what
you might call a
“culinarily ad-

I n
sample.

“I'll try just about
anything once and |
often seek out new
cuisine that 've never
had the opportunity to

When it comes time to order,
take your time. If you’re unsure of
what you want, the waiters seemed
more than happy to make recom-
mendations—justask. Beingsome-
what new to the cuisine myself, I
really had no idea what to order.

I wasfortunate enough to be din-
ing with someone who was familiar
with Persian food. So in the end we
ordered hummus as an appetizer,
and our server suggested a platter of
several different types of shish ka-
bobs for us to share.

The food was wonderful. Given
the opportunity, I could have made
ameal out of the hummusand bread
alone. The sh-
ish kabobs came
with a plate of
basmati, or saf-
fron rice, which
isamazingly fla-
vorful.

The kabobs
are available
with various
types of meat,
seafood, vegeta-
bles and any

venturer.” I'll ery

just about anything once, and I of-
ten seek out new cuisine that I've
never had the opportunity to sam-
ple.

Just this weekend, in fact, I gota
chance to go to this little Persian
restaurant on Roswell Road called
Salar. Persian, or Middle-Eastern
,food isaunique type of cuisine that
not too many people even think to
try. Unbeknownst to most of us,
however, we'veall probably had some
Persian food before. Ever had a
shish kabob? That’s what Salar is
best known for.

Entering the restaurant, it might
take a moment for your eyes to fully
adjust to the chandelier-lit dining
room. Once they do though, you'll
observe some rather lovely Middle-
Eastern artwork on the walls and an
overall pleasant dining atmosphere.
In the background, you can hear
strains of Arabic music.

combination
thereof. The kubideh kabob stands
outas the one thatdisappeared from
the platter first. Made of seasoned
ground sirloin, kubideh has a very
unique taste and texture that, in my
opinion, is mouth-watering,.

After you’ve finished your meal,
don’tjustask for the check. Anoth-
er experience that any diner at a
Persian restaurant should have is
that of rose pistachio ice cream. I
canalmost guarantee it’s unlikeany-
thing you've ever tasted. The best
way that I can describe it is that it
tastes like you’re smelling a particu-
larly aromaticrose. It'sboth strange
and delicious.

Depending upon what you or-
der, dinnerat Salar will set you back
aslittleas $15 per person oras much
as $30 or more. Lunch is somewhat
less expensive. Salar is located in
the Parkview shopping center on

Roswell Road in Sandy Springs.




