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A view of the recently opened section of the EcoCommons. Long, wide benches (left center) invite dialogue
about the past and reflection about our future. (Photo credit: Miro Malesevic)

Dear Georgia Tech Friends and Supporters:
 
If you haven’t been to campus in a while, I’m happy to offer a great reason to change that.
Come visit the new EcoCommons, a striking 8-acre green space at the corner of Ferst Drive
and Hemphill Avenue that honors our past and inspires us to dream of a better future.
 
Under construction since early last year, the EcoCommons is equal parts learning laboratory,
sustainable design model, historic landmark, art exhibit, and well-being studio. Reversing
decades of development choices that choked streambeds and cleared fertile woodlands to
make way for surface parking, the new space restores the original topography and ecology
of Georgia’s Piedmont forest. Hundreds of new and transplanted trees are now growing
alongside an abundance of perennials, shrubs, ferns, and grasses that will nourish our urban
campus environment for generations.
 
Smart sensors monitor air temperature and humidity, soil moisture, water and barometric
pressure, wind, rain, leaf wetness, and carbon dioxide. The data collected will help faculty
and students understand how urban restoration projects of this sort can help harvest and
filter stormwater for reuse, capture carbon, cool the air, and make our cities more livable.
 
But that’s not all. The EcoCommons also invites us to reflect on our progress as a society by
paying homage to a civil rights landmark that was ignored for many years. This site was the
former home of The Pickrick, a restaurant owned by Lester Maddox that staunchly denied
service to African American customers. The western side of the EcoCommons memorializes
the bravery of the three Black students from the Interdenominational Theological Center who
tried to have lunch at The Pickrick on July 3, 1964, and were met with axe handles and a
handgun instead. The students took Maddox to court, which ordered him to integrate and
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fined him for every day he defied the ruling. To avoid complying, Maddox shuttered his shop
the following year.
 
Tech acquired the structure soon afterward and renamed it the Ajax Building, which was
demolished in 2009. In the space once occupied by Maddox’s tables, long and wide
benches now invite dialogue and quiet reflection. Nearby, three pillars rise, one for each of
the students — monuments to the bold stand they took against racial injustice.
 
Weaving throughout the EcoCommons, a network of paths and bridges provides ideal
opportunities for all members of our community to unwind and recharge. And along the
property’s southern side, next to the Kendeda Building — which is in the final stages of
certification as a Living Building, the world’s most ambitious building performance standard
— you have the chance to enjoy the latest installation by North Carolina artist Patrick
Dougherty. His work, built entirely with sticks and saplings and reminiscent of Atlanta’s
Midtown skyline, will likely last for one to two years — another reason not to delay your visit.
 
In the Institute’s new strategic plan, we pledge to lead and inspire by example — to become
a model of efficiency, sustainability, ethics, equity, and inclusion through deliberate
innovation in all our practices. The EcoCommons beautifully showcases each of these
values and points toward a better future for our society and environment that we can help
create together.
 
In Progress and Service,

EcoCommons Now Open for All to Enjoy
First proposed in 2004 and under construction for the past year, an 8-acre section of the
EcoCommons is now welcoming visitors. Featuring 600 trees, tens of thousands of
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2021 Football Schedule
Announced

After modifying team schedules last season
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Atlantic
Coast Conference plans to return to a
traditional 12-game format this year. The
Yellow Jackets’ 2021 schedule includes
seven home dates and five road contests.
Five games will be against teams that were
nationally ranked late last season, including
three top-10 opponents.

Read More

perennials and an abundance of ferns and grasses, the space is a living monument to
sustainability as well as to Atlanta’s civil rights legacy.

Read More

Four Georgia Tech Engineers Elected to NAE
Faculty members Andrés García and Glaucio Paulino and alumni Christopher Jones (AERO
1986) and Roger Krone (AERO 1978) have been elected to the National Academy of
Engineering (NAE), one of the highest professional distinctions awarded to an engineer.

Read More
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Angela Davis
Delivers Keynote

Civil rights pioneer Angela Davis
livestreamed her keynote address for
Georgia Tech’s 2021 Black History Month
Lecture on Feb. 10 to more than 1,700
viewers. A longtime activist and educator,
Davis has written more than 10 books on
race, class, gender, and the criminalization
of marginalized communities.

Read More

New mRNA Treatment for
Flu and Covid-19 Viruses

Researchers at Georgia Tech and Emory
University have developed a new treatment
that appears to stop replication of viruses that

Tech Campus Surpasses 200,000 Covid-19 Tests
Earlier this month, Georgia Tech's asymptomatic Covid-19 testing system surpassed
200,000 tests collected and processed on campus since surveillance testing began in Fall
2020. The Institute’s regular testing of students, faculty, and staff has kept the number of
positive cases relatively low on campus.

Read More
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cause influenza and Covid-19. Since it's
delivered to the lungs via a nebulizer, patients
would be able to administer it themselves.

Read More

Dr. Fauci Awarded 2021
Ivan Allen Jr. Prize

Dr. Anthony Fauci, one of the nation’s
leading infectious disease experts, is this
year’s recipient of Georgia Tech's Ivan Allen
Jr. Prize for Social Courage. Awarded
annually, the Ivan Allen Jr. Prize honors
honors individuals who have stood up for
moral principles at the risk of their careers
and livelihoods.

Read More
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