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WILLIAM GILMER PERRY

The following resolution was adopted by the faculty of the
Georgia Institute of Technology on Tuesday, January 8, 1952.

In the death of William Gilmer Perry the Georgia Institute
of Technology has lost one who was a guiding spirit in decid-
ing the direction and shaping the destiny of the institution
through almost half a century of distinguished service.

Dr. Perry joined the faculty of the school in January, 1901,
as adjunct professor of English, progressed through the ranks
of assistant professor, associate professor and professor. In
1922 he became head of the Department of English, a posi-
tion he held until his retirement in 1948. From 1936 to 1945

he also served as Dean of General Studies.

In his early days he played a prominent part in the begin-
ning and development of the cultural and social activities of
the students. He helped to found the Y.M.C.A. His guidance
was felt by the student newspaper The Technique and the
early magazine The Georgia Tech. The first edition of the
Blue Print was dedicated to him. He was an early member of
Phi Kappa Phi-and of Omicron Delta Kappa.

He was an influence in professional and learned societies
both within and without the school. He was a member of the
Modern Language Association, the South Atlantic Modern
Language Association, the American Association of University
Professors, and many other organizations.

It was his belief that a teacher should broaden his life by
association with men outside his profession and that a mem-
ber of an organization should serve the group he joined. To
that end he became a Mason and served as Grand Master of
his Lodge. He served as president of the English Speaking
Union of Atlanta, as a director of the Georgia Association
of Phi Beta Kappa, as president of the Georgia Council of
Teachers of English. In the Atlanta Rotary Club he was pro-
gram chairman for many years.

During his years on the faculty he served on the Curriculum
Committee, on the Advisory Council, as chairman of the
Library Committee, and on many other useful committees. The
depth of his wisdom and the breadth of his experience made
him a much-sought counsellor to both students and faculty,
and he gave generously and willingly of his time.

Despite the wide range of his service, he preferred to be
known as a teacher and to make his greatest contribution in
the classroom. To his younger colleagues he was an example
of careful preparation and devoted care of his students. To
his classes he taught respect for clarity of thought and ac-
curacy of expression. In an environment where cultural oppor-
tunities were limited, he brought the tolerance and taste
and learning of a man who had read and traveled widely
among the best in many lands. He was a true man of culture
as Matthew Arnold has defined him in an essay that Dr.

Perry often taught:

“"The great men of culture are those who have had a
passion for diffusing, for making prevail . . . the best
knowledge, the best ideas of their times; who have labored
to divest knowledge of all that was harsh, uncouth, difficult,
abstract, professional, exclusive; to humanize it, to make
it efficient outside the clique of the cultivated and learned,
yet still remaining the best knowledge and thought of the
time, and a true source, therefore, of sweetness and light.”

The students, alumni, and faculty mourn the passing of this
man. By his death the college loses one who has served to
bring the best out of the past to fill the needs of the present.
But most of all it loses one who early dedicated himself to the
high calling of teaching and nobly triumphed in his calling.
It is fitting that the final words be those of William Words-
worth, who was the favorite poet of this great teacher:

What is the happy Warrior? Who is he

That every man in arms should wish to be?

It is the generous spirit, who, then brought
Among the tasks of real life, hath wrought
Upon the plan that pleased his boyish thought:

(Continued on page 5)

Legislation lightened
At NCAA Convention

Practice Time Shortened
By New Reform Policy

By John Abner
Moderate reformation was the keynote of legislative activities at

the 46th annual convention of the National Collegiate Athletic Asso-

Dean’s List

As stated in Section III C of the
STUDENT RULES AND REGU-
LATIONS:

“The Deans’ list is published
once each year, as the beginning of
the fall quarter. It contains the
names of all students classified as
juniors or seniors who, at the time
of publication, have completed 50
or more quarters hours of work at
the Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology with a general average of
at least 3.0, and all students classi-

1fied as sophomores who, at the time

of publication, have completed 50
or more quarter hours of work at
the Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology with a general average of
at least 3.5. A student who quali-
fies for the Deans’ list in the mid-
dle of the year may have his
name added by making application
to the Executive Dean.”

Letters of application should in-
clude: the date, student’s name,
box number, -classification and
general (overall) average, and the
applicant’s signature. All applica-
tions must be in by Monday, Janu-
ary 21.

Fatal Plane Crash
Stops Tech Student
On Way to Miami

The aftermath of cheers and
celebrations of the Orange Bowl
victory were dampened when news
was received that the long arm of
fate had reached out and claimed
the life of a Georgia Tech student.
On December 29, and ill fated
plane operated by Continental
Charters, Inec. of Miami, Fla.
crashed and burned in northern
New York State.

One of the nineteen persons to
lose their lives was John Wesley
Opar, a first quarter freshman
here at Georgia Tech. Opar,
who lived in room 207 in Harrison
dormitory, came to Tech from
Jeanette High School in Jeanette,
Pennsylvania. He was very much
interested in chemistry and plan-
ned to major in Chemical Engi-
neering after completion of his
freshman year.

After the close of the Fall quar-
ter, Opar had gone home to visit
with his father for a few days. As
a member of the Georgia Tech
Band, he had shipped his uniform
on to Miami where he was to parti-
cipate in the musical entertain-
ment at the Orange Bowl classic
on January 1.

According to information re-
ceived by Dean of Students, George
Griffin, Opar had attempted to get
transportation on a scheduled air-
liner, and when he found this plan
unsuccessful ' he took air-passage
on the C-46 airliner.

The plane crashed on a 190-mile
Pittsburg to Buffalo leg of its
roundabout flight to Miami. It was
carrying seven crew members and
thirty-three passengers.

ciation. The American Council

on Education,

policy-proposer and

proponent of strict academic control on sports, compromised with the

NCAA and the coaches to effect a
tempered tightening of American
athletic morals.

Georgia Tech was represented
at the conclave by President Van
Leer, Dean Chapin, Coach Broyles
and Coach Coleman. Colonel Van
Leer carried the lone vote for the
school. Here, in effect, is the pro-
duct of the week-long series of
meetings in Cinncinnati.

Out-of-season football practice
was limited to 20 days practice
sessions in a period of 30 days.
Basketball practice was allowed 20
sessions in 24 days.

A year’s committee study 'was
ordered on bowl games and all
other post-season team tourna-
ments. Individual athletiec competi-
tion (such as Olympics) are ex-
cepted. Present Bowl contracts are
to be honored through 1953, but
the committee holds the future.

Control of financial aid to
athletes is now entirely in the
hands of the colleges and their
conferences. With administrations
distributing scholarships and the
accent on academic merit, contri-
butions by alumni are ruled out.

A new ethics committee was set
up to investigate reported breeches
of honesty and sportsmanship.
Dud DeGroot of New Mexico will
be chairman of the committee.

Television will again be controll-
ed and directed by the NCAA TV
committee headed by Tom Hamil-
ton. About the same policies as
last year will be in effect. The end
in view being the welfare of all
conference members, including the
small TVless institutions, in order
to preserve a healthy, competitive
conference. :

Coach Coleman, a new onlooker
for Tech at the proceedings, when
queried on his impression of the
convention, replied that he believed
a solution to the recruiting problem
and the evils of the present system
would help resolve many of the
other problems which arise each
year at such a meeting.

With, an American public in-
dignant and alarmed over the mars
on last years sports record, and
with the leaders in the sports
themselves apprehensive over the
future of national athletics, legi-
slation is bound to continue to-
ward reform and control. Presi-
dent Willete remains firm in his
belief that the NCAA, now
stronger than ever, will continue
as the governing body in college
sports and will serve as the princi-
pal enforcement agency for any
plan adopted by the American
Council on Education.

National Student Association
Sends Delegates to Meeting

American students will be represented this month by the U. S.
National Student Association (NSA) at two world student conferences
of vital importance in the quest for mutual student understanding.
The student meetings in Edinburgh, Scotland and Rio de Janniero,

Brazil will be attended by officers
of the NSA.

At the first meeting in Edin-
burgh, Jan. 3-8, USNSA President
William T. Dontzur and NSA vice-
president of international affairs,
Avroa Ingram, will urge the es-
tablishment of an international
secretariat, limited strictly to ad-
ministrative implementation and
coordination of the activities of
national student unions for the ex-
change of information and student
personnel.

Dentzer said that NSA is “es-
pecially interested in setting up a
body that will coordinate the ac-
tivities of the Students Mutual As-
sistance Program (SMAP).” The
SMAP program each year arrang-
es for the sending of students in
technical studies in America and
Europe to South East Asia, Af-
rica and the Middle East.

The second International Stu-
dents conference at Edinburgh will
be sponsored by the National
Union of Students of Canada and
Scotland.

The National Student Associa-
tion is the official voice of Ameri-
can students throughout the world.
More than 250 American colleges
and universities and 700,000 stu-
dents are members of the NSA.

The NSA president and interna-
tional vice-president will also be
present at the meeting of the
British National Union of Stu-
dents at Nottingham, England.
They will present the views of
American students as voted last
summer at the fourth National
Student Congress in Minneapolis,
Minn.

From Jan. 9-12, Dentzer and In-
gram will travel through Europe
and will stop at Paris, Berlin, and
Geneva. Ingram will arrange for
the 1952 NSA sponsored German
seminar while in Berlin. He will
also stop in Geneva at the office
of the World University -Service,

an international student relief or-
ganization of which the NSA spon-
(Continued on page 8)







