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WELCOME BY GEORGIA TECH PRESIDENT G. WAYNE CLOUGH 

Sam Nunn Bank of America Policy Forum Dinner, March 30, 2008 

 

 

• Pleased to welcome everyone to Georgia Tech and the Georgia Tech Hotel for the Sam Nunn 

Bank of America Policy Forum. 

 

• Especially want to welcome special guests: 

o Shirley Mitchell, Senior Vice President for the Marketing Division of our sponsoring 

organization, Bank of America 

o Tariq Rauf, Head of Verification and Security Policy Coordination for the 

International Atomic Energy Agency, who is also our keynote speaker for the Forum. 

o Reda Mansour, Consul General of Israel to the Southeast 

o Brian Oak, Consul General of Canada 

o Martin Rickerd, Consul General of Great Britain 

o K. Candra Negara, Counselor to the Ambassador of Indonesia to the United States 

o The Honorable Leah Sears, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

o The Honorable Thomas Thrash, Judge of the U.S. District Court 

 

• Guiding hand for this Forum is Sam Nunn: 

o Former U.S. Senator from Georgia who was the Senate’s leading expert on defense 

issues during his 24 years in that body and continues as one of the world’s leading 

voices on defense and armament issues today. 

o Founder and head of the Nuclear Threat Initiative and distinguished professor in the 

Sam Nunn School of International Affairs at Georgia Tech. 

 

• Georgia Tech is proud to be the home and host of the Sam Nunn Bank of America Forum.  

Began in 1997. Now a biennial event. 

o Purpose is to contribute to the national and international discussion of issues at the 

intersection of international affairs, public policy, and technology. 

o Georgia Tech lives at this intersection – educate international affairs and public 

policy experts who understand technology, and engineers and scientists who can put 

technology into its social context and contribute their expertise to public policy 

decisions. 

 

• This year’s topic: “Non-proliferation and the Global Nuclear Renaissance: Bridging the 

Gap.” 

o With oil and natural gas prices on the rise and concern over global warming growing, 

more attention is focusing on nuclear energy. 

o Technology much improved since the days when public skepticism forced nuclear 

energy to take a backseat to other energy sources. 

o However, care must be taken that its resurgence is controlled and directed properly to 

prevent the spread of nuclear weapons technology. 

o Appropriate use of nuclear energy clearly requires international agreement and an 

international policy framework. 
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• Georgia Tech is playing a role both in developing new energy technology and contributing to 

energy policy expertise. Pleased to host this important and timely conversation, and look 

forward to a day of productive discussion tomorrow. 


