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Security and Morals

Must we sacrifice the one for the other?

This 1s another in o series of personal opinions of prominent persons
involved in critical situations of the time. It was felt that many people are
unaware of the behind-the-scenes manewvering among the political and
industrial leaders of the U. S. which is designed to bring Franco Spain inlo
the United Nations. The move is undoubtedly prompted by the military who
believe Spain to be of military tmportance to America. Publicity for the
movement was studiously avoided during the recent elections, bul it i3 ex-
pected to be given more and more publicity in the near future.

Myr. James A. Farley, businessman and former cabinet member, is one
of the main manipulators in this movement. Therefore, he was asked to
give his viewpoint as to why Spain should be recetved into the U.N. The
following is quoted directly from Mr. Farley in a message to The Technique.

Almost one-fifth of the earth is now under the thumb of communism—
twelve nations in all . .. I believe it to be the number one question in the
world today. It certainly is the prime question in Europe. So far as the
average European is concerned, his entire future is tied directly to the
settlement of Soviet-American relations. If we can solve the problem of
Soviet-American relations I am convinced that we will have solved the
problem of Europe. _ '

We are ont dealing here with a political question, we are dealing with
the question of security. The lives of not only Europeans but Americans
and Russians depend upon it. Despite the high-sounding phrases and the
idealism which mark communist propaganda, underneath it all is the most
practical and ruthless plan that the world has ever seen. If democracy is to
survive, democracy is going to have to meet this practical problem by being
coldly realistic and practical.

First, we must understand that when we help Europe we help ourselves.
It is an act of self defense.

Second, we must realize that our prestige hinges on the solution of
the German problem. We simply cannot get out of Berlin; we simply cannot
abandon the air-lift, Our loss of face would be beyond repair.

Third, we must develop a series of cold blooded relationships based on
security, not politics. The chief issue in this category is the Spanish question.
It is not a matter of whether we agree with the politics inside Spain, it is
simply a matter of whether Spain is essential to the security of the demo-
eracies, and any military man will tell you that it is.

The Spanish Civil War is twelve years behind us, yet I shudder to
think what the situation in Europe would be today had the communists
gotten control of that nation. The Pyrenees Mountains would today be a
communist fortress looking down the throat of Europe; Gibraltar would be
an incipient communist machine gun looking down the throat of the Medi-
terranean. We can thank God that the communists were not successful in
their efforts to capture Spain. I think it is imperative for security reasons
that we resume diplomatic relations with Spain immediately, including the
appointment of an ambassador to Madrid. Spain should be admitted to any
Western European Union established and should receive from us the ex-
tension of credits for agricultural and industrial rehabilitation.

We botched the job of handling Germany and now we are trying to
straighten out the wreckage. We cannot afford another error like it in
Spain.

The Gimo or the Comintern ?—

Madame Chiang's most recent visit has touched off a new round of
agitation for bigger and better aid to Chiang Kai-shek. This time the “aid”
is openly referred to as aid for Chiang instead of aid for China. It appears
that some high-level policy makers are no longer sure that the two mean

the same thing.
whether or not the needs of China

will continue to be filled by the per-
petuation of Chiang and the Kuomin-
tang. The answer, whether affirma-
tive or negative, leaves the future
singularly bleak. To save Chiang now
means the further conduct of a civil
war in a country that has nearly for-
gotten peace. On the other hand,
Chiang’s defeat would mean the as-
cendancy of looks at present like a
Chinese Comintern,

There can be little question about
American good-will toward the
Chinese people. Their long and
frightfully costly war against Japam
won for them a permanent place in
the esteem of all Americans. It is not
always clear, however, just what kind
of action best serves to lessen the
misery of China’s stricken millions.

In the vast complexity of China
today, the question arises as to

The Meteor And
The Man-Things

In the outer reaches of what Man
calls his Universe, streaks a dark
mass of metal. It is difficult to give
it size for there is nothing near it to
compare. For the same reason its
speed is an unknown quantify.But it
is a lifeless object. It is a meteor—
in the language of a small group
within the race, Man.

On his Earth, Man is engrossed in
what he considers a very important
problem—himself. He is searching for
a solution to a problem he calls last-
ing peace. Specifically, he is dealing
with a single incident in his pattern
for peace. He is concerned with a
clash of Man-developed ideas in a
Man-built and Man-destroyed city
(so-called). By name the city is
Berlin.

But the meteor, not being of Man,
knows nothing of all this and travels
its path in a manner of its own choos-
ing. It is radiating no energy. Thus
a group of humans (by name,
astronomers) cannot ~ perceive the
meteor, and are totally unaware of its
existence, just as it is unaware of
them,

On Earth, in Europe (which en-
tirely surrounds Berlin) sit groups
of people (statesmen,so-called) who,
as unaware of the meteor as of any-
thing other than their beloved threat
to peace, sit and discuss. They talk
of two groups of people, nations, who
are chief components in the “Berlin
situation”. Although the citizens of
these two nations would be indistin-
guishable without their outer garb,
they are different. How they differ
is what is known as a threat to the
peace.

However, a meteor is no threat to
anyone’s peace. It merely travels
through the darkness, knowing not
whence it came nor where it is going
and caring little. If our astronomer
Man-things could but see it they
would be marveling at its size—in
relation to Man and his planet—and
at its speed.

Be that as it may, Man has no use
for non-earthly things. He has a
peace to wage. He is in his medium
when he contemplates self-destruc-
tion. To threaten himself with violence
is his favorite hobby. Thus one group
of him builds a fence and the other
attempts to tear it down. One group
piles up a heap of rocks and threatens
to throw them. The other sneers and
claims it has more rocks.

Traveling through space, our friend
the meteor knew nothing of all this.
Nor did he realize that the slight
jolt he felt was the reaction of the
earth to him when he wiped Man’'s
playground from his Universe. He
could not know that the speck of dust
he encountered and crushed contained
two billion Man-things. He had ac-
complished what Man has long tried
to do—the destruction of the race
called Man.

But at any rate, the “Berlin situa-
tion” was resolved.

Our School System
Needs Dollars Now!

The American people, who are supposed to know a good thing when
they see it, spent seven billion dollars last year on liquor, four billion
dollars on race tracks, beauty parlors, and cosmetics, and only two and a half
billion dollars on the education of their children. One must draw either

one of two conclusions from these
figures: either we are a nation of
drunkards -er we have a lousy school
system. Without making any com-

ment on the former conclusion, I

can say that the latter one is true.

The figures obtained from the draft
in the recent war are perhaps the
best

society that we have had for some
time, These figures show that 673,000
men were rejected because of educa-
tional deficiency; of these 850,000
had to sign their name with an “X”.
Most of those rejected for this rea-
son came from the South. While Dela-
ware, Montana, and Wyoming had a
rate of no men rejected for education-
al reason per thousand draftees,
Georgia had one hundred and thirty-
six per thousand. The 1940 census
indicated that there are ten million
Americans over twenty-five years of
age who are illiterate. In West Vir-
ginia, Louisiana, South Carolina, and
Georgia, one-third of the population
have had less than five years of
schooling; and there are five million
American children of school age who
are not attending school.

More Money Needed

The reason for the deplorable con-
dition of our schools is simple: we
are not spending enough money on
education. This fact is obvious. Many
states, most of them in the South, are
unable to pay over forty dollars per
pupil per year, the amount the federal
government considers as an aosblute
minimum. Teachers’ salaries are low;

index of the condition of our

there are 40,000 teachers in this coun-

try who receive a salary of less than
$600 per year.

These conditions are particularly
prevalent in the South, which has
more children but less money than
any other section. The Southeast and
Southwest have 289 of the popula-
tion, 329% of the school age children
and 89 of the national income. Cali-
fornia, which has 172 school children
per 1,000 population is four and a
half times as able financially to edu-
cate its youth as Mississippi which
has 263 children per 1,000 population.

Federal Aid Imperative

About the only way these condi-
tions can be improved is to have the

.-

federal government step in and at--

tempt to equalize the financial load
that the states must carry. Under
the provisions of the present federal
aid bill that will come before the
next congress, the federal government
would give financial aid to the state
in direct ratio to the number of
children to be educated and in uni-
verse ratio to the state’s ability to
provide a minimum program.

To quiet those who argue that
federal aid means federal control
there is the section that prohibits any
control in any form,

Horce Mann said, “If you do not
improve the schools, you must en-
large the prisons.” The time has
come when something must be done
about the conditions of our schools.
Passage of a federal aid bill will be
a step in the right direction.

The Exceptional Lafollete—

One of the most exciting episodes
in American history occurred during
the first two decades of this century.
The scene was Wisconsin, and the
leading actor was “Fighting Bob” La
Follette. ‘

Taking over as governor in 1900,
La Follette found a machine run state
where special privilege and graft
were the rule. But with vigor and
drama, expert and progressive ad-
visors, and a practical, coherent pro-
gram he effected almost impossible
reforms. There were election reforms,
tax law reforms, municipal home
rule, recall and referendum, ecivil-
service reforms, laws to protect labor
and many others.

But perhaps the most interesting
part of the “Wisconsin Idea” was the
manner in which La Follette made
the state university the nerve center
of the state. President Van Hise

brought to the university one of the

most distinguished faculties ever as-
sembled in this country. He brought,
too, the idea that the purpose of the
state university is to serve the in-
terests of the state. Soon the tax
commissions and railway boards had
economists from the university as
part of their membership. Political
scientists were writing legislative
measures, and the engineers at the
university were planning highways
for the state. Even the historians
were cultivating local history, while
the farmers of the state received
lessons in animal husbandry and
plant growth from the school of
agriculture.

It seems strange that this example
of the profitable application of the
abilities and facilities of a university
to the operation of a state govern-
ment should stand out as exceptional.

Dear Students and Faculty,
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Don’t wait any longer. Christmas is just around the corner.

Make your gift selections now at the College Inn. They close on

December 18, which is only a few days away.

Be seeing you—

Santa Claus
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