
NEWS Technique •  Friday, June 8, 2007 • 1

TECHNIQUE
Friday, June 8, 2007 

Serving Georgia Tech since 1911

“The South’s Liveliest College Newspaper”

  Volume 93, Issue 2  
  12 pages  

  ONLINE www.nique.net

State audit leads 
to fraud firing

By Craig Tabita
News Editor

A statewide investigation of 
procurement card purchases caught 
$25,000 in fraudulent spending 
on personal ex-
penses by a Tech 
employee, and 
the Institute has 
launched its own 
investigation to 
determine why 
it s  oversight 
methods on card 
usage failed to 
stop it.

Tech’s pro-
curement cards 
are Visa cards  
issued by Bank 
of America that 
can be used for 
authorized Insti-
tute purchases. 
Th ey were introduced about a de-
cade ago to simplify the purchasing 
process. 

Details of all transactions made 
with the card are uploaded by the 
bank to an online distribution 
system where coordinators from 
each department may monitor 

purchases by their employees. Th e 
Department of Internal Audits cre-
ated the position of Procurement 
Card Compliance Offi  cer to review 
cardholder activity.

Th e identity of the woman and 
her position have 
not been identi-
fied, nor have 
details about the 
type and extent 
of the spending  
been released by 
the Institute as 
it performs the 
investigation.

The s t a te 
inve st igators 
notif ied Tech 
of the fraudu-
lent spending in 
April. Th is led 
to the employee 
being fi red May 
4.

Th is is not the fi rst time an 
employee has run up inappropriate 
charges on a procurement card. 

“According to our Department 
of Internal Auditing, [there have 
been] situations where employees 

Tech opens new 
campus in India

Th e city of Hyderabad, India will 
be the location of  Tech’s newest 
international campus, which will 
be the fi rst international campus 
of a foreign university in India.

Provost Gary Schuster  signed 
a memorandum of intent with the 
Indian state of Andhra Pradesh 
to set up the campus, which 
will be operational in 2009. 

SGA committee 
spots remain open

Students seeking involvement in 
student government may apply for 
any of the committee chair positions 
that remain vacant. Interested stu-
dents may apply to chair any of the 
following: Athletic Services, Campus 
Services, Cultural Aff airs, Parking 
and Transportation, Planning and 
Development, Election, Informa-
tion Technology, Public Relations. 

Applications are available  in the 
SGA offi  ce, located in the Student 
Center Commons; alternately, 
requests for electronic applications 
or any other questions may be 
directed to Anu Parvatiyar, under-
graduate student body president, 
via e-mail at anu@gatech.edu.

WREK radio off ers 
info sessions

WREK  student radio is inviting 
students interested in working at 
the station to come to one of its info 
sessions on Tuesday, June 5 at 12:30 
p.m. or Wednesday, June 6 at 7 p.m.  
in the WREK offi  ce in the Student 
Center Commons. Students can call 
404-894-2468 for more information.

CoC ranked fourth, 
prof fi rst by ACM

An article in Communications of 
the ACM (Association of Computing 
Machinery) ranks the graduate pro-
grams of the College of Computing 
fourth in the nation as well as third in 
the nation for software engineering. 

Individually, professor Mary Jean  
Harrold was recognized as the top soft-
ware engineering scholar in the world.

The ACM ranking relies on 
an automatic and objective mea-
surement of publications data. 

Children’s author to 
sign at bookstore

Jennifer Bouani, author of the 
children’s book Tyler and His Solve-
a-matic Machine, will appear at 
Barne’s and Noble  on Friday,  June 
15 at 6 p.m. for a book signing.  A 
part of the Future Business Leaders 
series, the story follows an orphan 
who encounters the Great Spirit of 
Entrepreneurs and invents a ma-
chine to do his homework faster.

By Craig Tabita
News Editor

A lot has changed at Tech and in 
the Woodruff  School of Mechani-
cal Engineering since Ward Winer 
began in 1969 as an associate pro-
fessor. After nearly 20 years as chair 
of the school and having played a 
signifi cant part in those changes, 
he has announced his retirement, 
eff ective upon the selection of a 
replacement.

“[The school has] changed 
tremendously, from [having] a rea-
sonably outstanding undergraduate 
education program, to being a school 
noted for an excellent undergraduate 
program but also excellent graduate 

ME chair Winer retires after 38 years at Tech

Associate Vice Provost Rollins steps down
By Craig Tabita

News Editor

Since 2005 Howard Rollins has 
served Tech both as  a professor of 
psychology and as associate vice 
provost of international programs. 
But on June 30, he will step down 
from the latter position after playing 
a major role in bringing international 
education to prominence within 
Tech’s undergraduate programs.

His decision was motivated  in 
part by a desire to focus more on 
research and teaching, which he 
did for 35 years at Emory University 
before joining Tech in 2003, then 
as director of the Offi  ce of Interna-
tional Education. Another part of 
the decision was the reorganization 

of the provost’s offi  ce in March that 
created a new position, vice provost 
of international 
initiatives, to 
which Rollins’s 
former position 
would be subor-
dinate.

“I’ve always 
really enjoyed 
[teaching] and 
began to think, 
I turned 65 in 
March, what do 
I really want to 
do for the rest of 
my career before 
I retire? And the 
provost reorganization sort of 
forced the issue for me because 

See Fraud, page 3

See Rollins, page 3

it meant a change in what I would 
be doing to some degree,” Rollins 

said.
“I gave that 

a lot of thought 
and talked to 
my family. We 
decided that this 
was this was the 
right time for 
me to make that 
choice to do the 
thing I love very 
much, which is 
teaching and 
research in my 
discipline,” Rol-
lins said.

According to Rollins, his eff orts 
culminated last month when Tech 

was one of four schools honored with  
the 2007 Senator Paul Simon Award 
for Campus Internationalization. 

Rollins said his passion for 
international education began in 
1975 after spending a nine month 
research leave in London. Immedi-
ately upon returning he developed a 
study abroad program for psychology 
students at Emory that started with 
nine students in 1979 and still sends 
about 45 participants each year.

As well as increased participation 
in study abroad programs, Rollins 
said he is proud of having overseen 
the adoption by many majors of 
the International Plan, in which 
international experiences are inte-

programs,” Winer said.
A comparison of the school’s 

placement in the U.S. News and 
World Report rankings plainly shows 

this rise in reputation.
“In the early 1970s the school 

was ranked somewhere between No. 

27 and No. 50 among ME gradu-
ate programs, and it is now ranked 
No. 7, so that’s a pretty spectacular 
rise in reputation, and it’s obviously 

of great satisfaction to me and the 
faculty,” Winer said. He credits the 
faculty of the school for making that 

rise happen.
“If you’ve got very good faculty 

you attract very good students. If 
you have very good students you 
have bright and successful alumni, 
and that’s why the reputation has 
gone up a lot,” Winer said.

Over the course of Winer’s ca-
reer the way the campus looks has 
changed too, and not just on account 
of all the new buildings that have 
been constructed. 

“When I came in 1969 there 
were very few women on campus 
and very few minorities on campus. 
Now Georgia Tech and [the School 
of ] Mechanical Engineering in 

See Winer, page 3

“If you have very good students 
you have bright and successful 
alumni, and that’s why the 
reputation has gone up.”

Ward Winer
Chair, School of Mechanical Engineering

“[The goal of the 
investigation is] to 
determine why this 
happened and what 
needs to be done 
to prevent it from 
happening again.”

Lisa Ray Grovenstein
Director of Public 
Relations, ICPA

“I began to think...
what do I really want 
to do for the rest of 
my career before I 
retire?”

Howard Rollins
Associate Vice Provost of 
International Programs

By Robert Combier / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Outdoor cinema: Students gather to watch Music and Lyrics, the 
fi rst of seven fi lms in the Flicks on Fifth summer fi lm series.

“Dick in a Box” 
star makes fi lm   
debut as stunt 
man.
   Page 9
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Try our student special:
 1 large 1 topping pizza for  ONLY $8.99!

Late night special: 1 large 1 topping pizza
$7.99 after 10 p.m.

 (pick up or delivery)

Better Ingredients.
      Better Pizza.
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By Kenny Baskett / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Technique Online Voice your opinion!

How much of the “Ramblin’ Wreck” 
song can you sing?

What do you think of T-Square so far?

Tell us at www.nique.net

This issue’s question:

Last issue’s question received 58 responses.

Dates: July 9th - August 3rd

For more information, contact 
Mr. Charlie Drummond at CATEA. 

From the files of the GTPD...

Campus Crime

Damage to Property
6/5/2007 1:15:00 hrs.  
Location: Methodist Center  
Incident: Report of a fallen tree and 
cable lines

Health/Safety
6/3/2007 11:45:00 hrs.  
Location: CRC/Roe Stamps Fields  
Incident: Report of an injured 
person, transported by ambulance 
to Piedmont Hospital

Terroristic Threats
5/30/2007 7:23:00 hrs.  
Location: O’Keefe Building  
Incident: Report of bodily harm 
with a knife

6/3/2007 16:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Peters Parking Deck  
Incident: Report of damages to a 
red ‘96 Mazda Miata

Larceny-Theft
6/4/2007 9:30:00 hrs.  
Location: Ferst Drive @ Sixth Street  
Incident: Report of a stolen Mo-
torola two way radio

5/28/2007 7:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Curran Parking Deck  
Incident: Report of items stolen 
from a vehicle

5/29/2007 12:15:00 hrs.  
Location: Bobby Dodd Stadium  
Incident: Report of items stolen 
from a vehicle

6/2/2007 12:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Peters Parking Deck  
Incident: Report of damages to a 
red ‘02 Subaru Impreza

6/2/2007 1:54:00 hrs.  
Location: Graduate Living Center  
Incident: Report of a sick person, 
transported by ambulance to 
Atlanta Medical Center

6/1/2007 16:00:00 hrs.  
Location: 349 Ferst Drive  
Incident: Report of damages to a 
dark blue ‘05 BMW M3

5/31/2007 10:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Instructional Center  
Incident: Report of a stolen Dell 
computer, monitor, and document 
camera

Burglary
6/4/2007 17:00:00 hrs.  
Location: John Saylor Coon      
Building  
Incident: Report of stolen Dell 
Dimensions

Simple Assault/Battery
5/30/2007 10:00:00 hrs.  
Location: Landscape Service Break 
room  
Incident: Report of some co-work-
ers getting into a pushing match

Traffic accident
5/31/2007 11:57:00 hrs.  
Location: Zeta Tau Alpha parking 
lot  
Incident: Report of a hit and run ve-
hicle accident (no reported injuries)

What the heck is 
T-Square - 52%

I love the new 
features - 11%

I thought WebCT was 
better - 10%

I don’t really care what 
we use - 26%

www.nique.net/sliver
sliver

It is so cold in the library that I wear the head phones as ear muffs.
ill find something to put here
just sliver alone
here my best oneliner
i crap my pants for different reasnons than you crap your pants. yes 
you carp your pants. your craping them right now!
have you ever just written a whole bunch of slivers just to keep from start-
ing your work even though its due in just a few hours? me too....
what do you know. i never see my slivers in the Technique. those 
raicest nazi pigs, they know its me and that im ........ so they dont 
post my slivers
crap dude, writing slivers is addictive
how can we be sure alians exist?
does God exist?
There is absolutely positively no such thing as absolutes; yes! Every-
thing is 100% relative
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“Finest Restaurant!”
BUSINESS REVIEW, Atlanta Sunday Paper

“Best Reputation.”
BUSINESS OUTLOOK, AJC

Student Housing 
Summer & Fall ‘07 Available 

***Cheaper than GT housing *** 
Utilities Included

Best Location on Campus 
Full Kitchen 

Rooftop Patio 

Single and Double   
Rooms Available 
Basketball Court 

High Speed Internet  

Call or E-mail Rob for details. 
404-862-0218, 

RTHinesley@gatech.edu 

Peters Parking Deck
Bobby Dodd 

Stadium 

720 Fowler St.

Th e Technique
We’re the South’s liveliest college newspaper.

We worked hard to earn that title.

A lot of things went on outside the bubble of Tech in the past 
week. Here are a few important 
events taking place throughout 
the nation and the world.

to travel. He says that he would 
never have knowingly put the other 
passengers, not to mention his own 
wife and her daughter, in danger 
of catching the disease.

Polish man wakes up 
from 19 year coma
In 1988, when Poland was still 

a communist nation, Jan Grzebski 
went into a coma after being hit 
by a train.  Nineteen years later, 
he has emerged to fi nd that his 
country is very diff erent from the 
last time he saw it.
According to the Associated 

Press, his wife Gertruda took care 
of him believing that one day he 
would recover.  She said she would 
fl y into a rage when people sug-
gested that people in his condition 
should be euthanized, believing 
that one day he would wake up. 
Poland abandoned communism 

in 1989 and is now a democratic na-
tion with a market economy, as well 
as a member of the E.U.
Gertruda says that in addition 

to being shocked by the added 
variety of goods available at Pol-
ish stores, he thinks “the world is 
prettier now” than it was before 
his accident.

Atlanta lawyer causes 
tuberculosis scare
An  Atlanta lawyer stricken 

with an extremely drug-resistant  
form of tuberculosis travelled 
to and from Europe against the 
advice of Fulton County health 
offi  cials. Besides the possibility 
that he may have infected other 
airline passengers, his situation 
has highlighted holes in homeland 
security measures.
According to the Atlanta 

Journal-Constitution, Andrew 
Speaker was honeymooning 
in Europe when the Centers for 
Disease Control contacted him, 
urging him to meet with medical 
authorities in Rome. 
Instead, he made his way back to 

Atlanta through a journey that took 
him from Prague to Montreal and 
then, by a rental car, to New York.  He 
was able to pass through the border 
crossing even though agents were 
instructed to detain him. 
Speaker, who has not suff ered 

any symptoms, maintains that he 
was told that he was not contagious 
and that he was never ordered not 
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have willfully or inadvertently 
violated the card guidelines,” said 
Lisa Ray Grovenstein, director of 
public relations at Institute Com-
munications and Public Aff airs. She 
could not compare this incident to 
those in terms of the extent of the 
spending.

“Th e whole reason there is an in-
vestigation going on for this incident 

Rollins from page 1

Fraud from page 1

Winer from page 1

grated into a student’s curriculum 
and they receive a designation on 
their diploma.

He said that another important 
development during his tenure has 
been the International House, an 
on-campus residence where Ameri-

particular are among the largest 
producers of degrees among women 
and minorities in their particular 
areas,” he said.

Winer credits the endowment of 
the department with playing a big 
role in its growth.

“Currently we have an endow-
ment that’s probably on the order of 
$110 million. Th at’s pretty unusual 
for an academic department, and 
the money that that generates each 
year causes us to be able to do special 
things such as off ering grants to top 
graduate students to get them to be 
able to come here,” Winer said.

Th e number of faculty in the 
school has gone up sharply as well. 
Winer said when he began there 
were approximately 30 faculty in the 
school; now there are 80 academic 
faculty, 21 research faculty, and fi ve 
academic professionals. 

He had originally intended to 
retire in May but he agreed to stay 
until a replacement could be found, 
which he hopes will be before the 
end of the summer.

Winer has a long list of activities 
he plans to pursue with the all the 
free time he will now have, including 
playing tournament bridge with his 
wife, who he says is a much better 
player than he is, as well as sailing and 
learning to play the bagpipes.

“I”ve been asking around and 
talked to a couple of music teachers 
but I haven’t found anybody who 
gives lessons yet. I’d probably have 
to go into a closet to practice because 
my wife might chase me out of the 
house,” he said.

is that they need to determine why 
this happened and what needs to be 
done to prevent it from happening 
again,” Grovenstein said.

Before being issued procurement 
cards employees must take an online 
training course and sign an agree-
ment which states, among other 
things, that improper purchases will 
be deducted from the employee’s 
wages and that fraudulent spending 
may result in disciplinary action, up 
to and including termination. 

 By Matt Emerick  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

Howard Rollins resigned as Associate Vice Provost of International 
Education, opting to become a full-time psychology professor.

can and international students live 
together and participate in commu-
nity activities designed to promote 
cultural awareness.

“I feel like we’ve done a lot of good 
things, so it’s not bad in the sense 
that I’m leaving because things were 
going badly. It’s really that things 
have been going exceptionally well,” 
Rollins said.


