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“Black Panther” doesn’t use claws to full potential

FILM

Black Panther
GENRE: Action

STARRING: Chadwick
Boseman, Michael B. Jordan,
Lupita Nyong'o

DIRECTOR: Ryan Coogler
RATING: PG-13
RELEASE DATE: Feb. 16

OUR TAKE: %k v

MOHAR KALRA
STAFF WRITER

Hollywood is notorious for its
failure to represent non-white per-
spectives on screen. Leads, direc-
tors and worlds are predominantly
white. Aesthetics, creative visions
of fantasy landscapes, future
utopias and colors are depicted
in line with a Western narrative.
The future is clinical and highly
logical — inhabited by white clad
figures and shiny, pristine techno-
logical artifacts. Movie set pieces
are adorned in various shades of

gray and occasionally the increas-
ingly common complement of
steel blue and neon orange. Many
Western movies’ entire perception
of the present world and imagi-
nation of what the world can be
is limited to the conceptions of
Western culture.

For this reason, while “Black
Panther” may not be a strong
movie, it certainly is an impor-
tant one. Ryan Coogler’s newest
film and the cighteenth install-
ment in Marvel’s ever expand-
ing cinematic universe, “Black
Panther,” follows newly crowned

See PANTHER, page 15
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A practical
approach to

gun control

WILLIAM LASSITER
PHD IE

“Lather, rinse, repeat.” This sham-
poo-inspired regimen is an apt meta-
phor for many of life’s processes and
cycles, not the least of which being the
American gun control debate. Here,
the “lather” step would involve a dis-
gruntled individual, usually but not
always acting alone, embarking on a
multi-victim shooting spree where the
casualties are often innocent people
(and sometimes children) associated
with a person, institution or other en-
tity perceived to have done the shooter
wrong. CNN helicopters hover over
the scene, beaming images of a newly-
created warzone ringed with SWAT
vans and innumerable police cars to
all corners of the country. Once the
suspect and victims are accounted for,
the “rinse” stage commences: politi-
cians and public figures offer thoughts,
prayers and condolences to the victims
and their families; gun control advo-
cates lament another catastrophe that
seemingly could have been lessened or
avoided; and champions of the second
amendment call out these advocates
for “politicizing” a tragedy and there-
by disrespecting the victims and their
families. Like clockwork, the news
cycle moves elsewhere, the furor sur-
rounding the particular incident ebbs,
NRA lobbyists in Washington putina
few extra hours for a couple of weeks,
people on both sides of the issue go
back to their everyday lives, and the
process inevitably repeats itself. “Lath-
er, rinse, repeat.”

Call it wishful thinking, but I don’t
believe that horrific mass shootings like

See GUNS, page 6
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Marvel’s ‘Black Panther’ follows the king of a futuristic African
nation as he struggles against his nemesis to maintain power.
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Ramblin’ Reps

SGA’s newest initiative sends students to the

State Capitol in order to represent the
interests of Tech. »4

technique
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ach week, this section of
ENews will include coverage

of different aspects of bills
and resolutions that have passed
through Student Government. This
will include the Undergraduate
House of Representatives, Graduate
Student Senate and the Executive
Branch of both government bodies.

CASEY MILES
NEWS EDITOR

BILL SUMMARY

BILL AMOUNT GSS UHR
GT League of Legends LAN $252.72 15-0-0 34-0-0
American Nuclear Society GT $1,455 15-0-0 34-0-0
Qurbani Raleigh Competition $1,856.44  15-0-0 34-0-0
MIS Club Membership Renewal $495 15-0-0  34-0-1
GT Golf Club Tournament Fees $2,400 15-0-1 34-0-0
GT Bhangra Circle City Travel Fee $2,001.50 16-0-1  35-0-0
Tedx Georgia Tech $4,530 13-1-1  34-0-1
Rideshare Pilot $100,000 — 31-1-0

RIDESHARE PILOT

The vice president of cam-
pus services, Dev Mandavia, ap-
proached UHR with a bill about a
potential rideshare program pilot.

The program, which has been
in discussion for years, sets aside
$100,000 for an request for pro-
posal (RFP) for a six-to-eight week
pilot. The RFD, if passed by GSS
next week, would have baseline
needs that would need to be filled
in the bids by rideshare companies
looking to win the contract.

These baseline needs fall into
three groups of services provided.
The first, and biggest focus of the
pilot, would be the safety aspect.
With this, students would be able
to purchase rides with the selected
rideshare for a flat rate of $1 from
the hours of 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. in
the Tech area during the pilot.

Most of the funding for this
bill, and the funding from the
rideshare company in this pilot,
would be funneled into this ef-
fort as a means of giving students
better options for safely returning
home at night. As of right now,
the group wants the last weeks of
the pilot to occur during finals to

gather data relevant to a suspected
increase in use of this system.

The second part would be a
commuter program. Over the
weeks of the pilot, students would
get three total rides with a flat dis-
count in a five-mile radius of the
Scheller College of Business. This
program would give between a
$1.75 to $2 discount on the three
rides and would be aimed at stu-
dents who commute or who need
to go to the airport.

The final part of the pilot ties
into the safety of students as well.
This part has to do with data ana-
lytics. Under the program, GTPD
would have access to privacy-
protected data about pickup and
drop off points of anyone using
the rides as part of the pilot. This
would allow for info to be gath-
ered around when and where stu-
dents need rides.

The main point of this pilot
program is to gather data for a
possible partnership in the future.
The reason the Institute, GTPD
or PTS cannot front the bill for
this RFP is that they lack the lig-
uid assets to fund the pilot at this
point, and since the aim is to have

the pilot completed by the end
of the spring semester, SGA has
stepped up to pay.

For Tech to adopt a formal
partnership with a rideshare
company they need three things:
funding for potential reallocation,
data to show increase in add-value
and student satisfaction. The first
step has already been completed,
while the second two require the
pilot program.

Due to the large amount of
money being requested on this
bill, the representatives in UHR
had well over an hour’s worth of
questions for the presenters.

Notable questions  hinged
around lack of information avail-
able, and many misunderstand-
ings were had as well. The lack
of information originates from
a non-disclosure agreement that
Mandavia and others who worked
with one of the rideshare compa-
nies to set up this proposal have
had to sign.

This meant that a lot of data
about what a final deal could look
like is not available at this time,
causing some reps to have qualms
with passing the bill at this point.

However, after some explain-
ing, it was made clear that the
RFP process would allow SGA
to make the ultimate decision of
what company would be working
with them on the pilot.

Other misunderstandings
arose around the resources GTPD
and PTS would put into the pi-
lot. As the presenters made clear,
GTPD and PTS would not be
providing any resources, but ser-
vices that PTS offers, like the
Stingerette, would continue to
operate normally during the pilot.

Another misunderstanding
came about on what would hap-
pen after the pilot finished. Reps
were concerned about the jobs of
PTS employees and the possibility
of free services, like Stingerette,
disappearing with only paid op-
tions being available.

These concerns were solved
when it was made clear that after
the pilot the data would be used to
evaluate what would be done, and
no jobs would be lost after.

Changes made to
summer session tuition

POLLY OUELLETTE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

In order to encourage more
students to take advantage of the
summer months to take classes,
the Summer Semester Initiatives
office has pushed for and suc-
ceeded in making changes to the
tuition model that will make tak-
ing classes more affordable.

In the summer of 2018 and for
every summer semester following,
students will be charged $333.60
per credit hour they take.

“My hope is that we will
get some really creative experi-
ences during the summer for
our students,” said De Mor-
ris Walker, director of Summer
Semester Initiatives.

The recent change was ap-
proved by the Board of Regents.
Tech is following several other
schools in the University Sys-
tem of Georgia that already
charge per-credithour for their
summer sessions.

This is a change from the pre-
vious model, which charged stu-
dents a flat rate based on what
range of credit hours they fell
into: either six and below, or seven
and up.

For example, in-state students
who took six credit hours dur-
ing the summer session of 2017
were charged $2,916 in tuition.
In-state students who took a sin-
gle credit hour were charged the
same amount.

The new rate was calculated by
determining the usual charge for
a student taking 15 credit hours,
a standard full-time schedule, and
determining what the per-credit-
hour charge should be.

According to Walker, the lower
tuition will invite Tech students
to take classes during the sum-
mer and therefore graduate in
less time.

“In the summer, the flat rate
model was a barrier to students,”
Walker said. “Students said that
it prohibited them from taking
one class here. We found that a
number of students were picking
up a course here or there at other
institutions.”

He also hopes that it will
encourage other college stu-
dents who permanently reside
in Georgia to take a class or two
at Tech when they are home for
the summer.

A complimentary program
that will pilot in 2018 encour-
ages the colleges at Tech to hold
classes that will help students
make progress towards getting a
minor. The College of Design, for
example, plans to offer five cours-
es that can be taken together and
would compose a full minor in
industrial design.

In addition to the new pro-
gram, the Summer Semester Ini-
tiatives office looked into what
classes students need to take the
most in the summer months in
order to fulfill their requirements.
Walker and his colleagues are
working to make more of these
classes available.

In order to put these changes
into action, the Summer Semester
Initiatives will provide financial
incentives such as course develop-
ment grants for faculty to support
them as they do the necessary
work to adjust their classes to fit
the summer sessions, which are
far shorter than the fall and spring
semesters.

The long summer session is ten
weeks long, while there are early
and late short sessions, which are
both five weeks long.

Students who are interested in
the opportunities to take classes
over the summer are invited to the
informational Summer Session
Fair on March 1 from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the Kessler Campanile.
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SLIVERS ARE NOT

Carl, I love you

us updated.

almost

I hate chemistry

taking a shit still hurts :(
lol rawr XD - <3 Trogdor
wat fam

lol this lit

Cheeto Mussolini Indeed.
my feet hurt
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Pad Thai me up

yum

The Soylent stuff they’ve been handing out is so disgusting. It’s
like someone liquefied bread and put it in a bottle.
I wonder if she likes me back? I bet she does. Go for it. Keep

my death will be predicated on the establishment of conviction

Windhoek is the capital and largest city of the Republic of Na-
mibia. It is located in central Namibia in the Khomas Highland
plateau area, at around 1,700 metres (5,600 ft) above sea level,

how do they name medicines? Oseltamivir sounds like it’s a new
Canary Island, or a town somewhere in Morocco

I have a really dope unicorn sticker
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