
focus@nique.net
Focus Editor:
Reem Mansoura

Assistant Focus Editor:
Maria Carter

Organization Spotlight: Amnesty Int’l
Amnesty International is a worldwide move-
ment of people who campaign for internation-
ally recognized human rights. 
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Student leaders attend “Best Financial Practices” seminar
By Aaron Parkman
Contributing Writer

Garrett Langley was a finan-
cially inexperienced freshman 
when he took on the role of trea-
surer for Sigma Chi. Now the trea-
surer of Interfraternity Council 
(IFC) and a fourth-year EE major, 
Langley has worked since spring 
to make a go of the “Best Finan-
cial Practices” seminar that took 
place this past Monday. Repre-
sentatives of every fraternity came 
together at the seminar to discuss 
the successful financial practices 
of non-profit organizations.

Hosted by the Honorary Ac-
counting Organization (HAO) 
and Interfraternity Council (IFC), 
the seminar focused on the role of 
student leaders in their organiza-
tions’ finances. Topics of interest 
included risk management, in-
come statements, account struc-
turing, budgeting, bookkeeping, 
balance sheets and cash flow anal-
ysis. Targeting primarily fraterni-
ties because of their large budgets, 
speakers emphasized discussion of 
finances within organizations to 
promote financial awareness. The 
seminar was partially fueled by 
Langley’s past inexperience. He 
recalls the learning curve he ex-
perienced when going from “not 

even balancing (his) own check-
book” to “balancing a half million 
dollar budget.” In general, he says, 
“While students never lack desire 
and motivation, many lack experi-
ence in financial management.”

Langley hopes that this will be 
the first of a continued series of 
seminars held once per semester to 
update and reiterate the strategies 
taught.  By partnering with the 
HAO, Langley hopes to make the 
seminar a service project that can 
be continued and expanded in the 
future. Bonnie Meier, HAO direc-
tor and Rachel Chamberlin, HAO 
vice president both partnered with 
Langley in organizing and speak-
ing at the seminar. Meier and 
Chamberlin, both members of Al-
pha Chi, agree that student lead-
ers will benefit tremendously from 
the initiative. 

Chamberlin, Langley and 
Meier attribute the quality of the 
seminar largely to Shawn Fowler, 
a Tech alumnus and current part-
ner at Frazier & Deeter, a presti-
gious Atlanta-based accounting 
firm. According to Langley, the 
four met this summer to go over 
a proposed presentation and came 
out of the meeting with a much 
more informative product. “He 
took what we had, and related it…
to business,” Langley said.

The three are also assembling 
resource material to assist student 
leaders in implementing the best 
financial practices. The mate-
rial will include helpful financial 
tips and will be in a user-friendly 
checklist-style format, available 
soon  through the HAO website.

So far, the initiative has re-
ceived a positive response, having 
been presented already to frater-
nity presidents at a meeting last 
week.  “Presidents were coming up 
to me after the meeting and saying 
‘Garrett, we need to get together 
with you sometime this week and 
talk about how to make this stuff 
happen,’” Langley said.  Accord-
ing to Meier, there has been very 
little negative response. 

Langley also said that he was 
looking forward to seeing more 
involvement from non-Greek or-
ganizations.  “It’s the same presen-
tation, but it’s a totally different 
perspective [in non-Greek organi-
zations],” Langley said.  Working 
with much smaller budgets, non-
Greeks will use the strategies on a 
smaller scale.

One especially pertinent topic 
at the seminar concerned the dif-
ference between bank account bal-
ance and real cash balance, which 

New PSA aims to recruit, reinforce Tech brand
By James Norman
Contributing Writer

In a dimly lit management 
classroom, a casually dressed 
professor lectures about projec-
tile motion.  The camera pans 

around the stadium seat-
ing to a young 

f e m a l e 

student dressed in a bright yel-
low Buzz T-shirt.   The professor, 
Lew Lefton from the mathemat-
ics department, drones on, but 
his voice gives way to dream-
sequence-like music, and his 
finger begins to trail light like a 
sparkler.

The scene ripples and melts 
away, then … “ROAR!,” a car 
revs its engine.  A guitar kicks 

in, delivering a crunching 
race rhythm.  The 

same female 
s tudent 

from the class appears inside the 
Ramblin’ Wreck, Tech’s 1930 
Ford Model A.  She’s donning 
a GT motorcycle helmet and 
adjusting some ancient aviator 
goggles.

She throws the Wreck into 
gear, floors it, and the Wreck 
speeds towards a wooden ramp.  
It goes airborne cleanly, push-
ing through translucent physics 
equations, following the same 
parabolic trajectory traced out by 
the casual professor.   A stunned 
crowd watches the Wreck come 
from probably 40 feet in the air 
to a soft landing.

The guitar fades, and a glee 
club sings, “I’m a Ramblin’ 

Wreck form Georgia Tech, 
and a helluva engineer,” 

as the driver poses 
for the camera af-

ter pulling off 
the stunt.  A 

final mes-
sage ap-

pears: 

“Georgia Tech + your dreams = 
a bright future.”

The commercial just de-
scribed is the latest public service 
announcement (PSA) to come 
out of Tech’s communications 
and marketing department.  Last 
year’s spot—a robotic arm using 
a dial-tone phone to produce the 
GT fight song—won an award 
for best college ad in a national 
competition.

“Starting with the basics, 
each year we get what’s called 
a public service announcement 
because we don’t have to pay 
for the airtime,” said director of 
Marketing Katie Bows.  “We try 
to do one each year, and it runs 
during aired football and basket-
ball games, which could include 
women’s basketball games,” 
Bows said.

While one reason for produc-
ing these PSAs is for recruiting, 
Jeffery Smith, director of online 
communications said, “I would 
say that brand recognition is the 
number one reason.”  

“You need brand recognition 
to enhance recruiting, particu-
larly out of state.  You think of 
games like Boston College—that 

ad would’ve been aired all over 
the Northeast.  These are ar-

eas where we’re working 
on national recruiting,” 

Bows said.
Creating a 
brand means 

m a k i n g 
y o u r 

university stand out when com-
pared to other schools. “Every-
body has a lab. Everybody has a 
band.  [Ads with those elements] 
don’t really say anything about 
an institution.  What we wanted 
to do was something really, really 
different from that,” Smith said.

Rather than hiring an ad 
agency for production purposes, 
the Communications and Mar-
keting department creates most 
of the PSAs. “We could out-
source it, but we’ve chosen not 
to, because we feel like we’ve got 
the talent here on campus,” Bows 
said

Some of the work did require 
outside specialists.  A sound edi-
tor from Cartoon Network de-
veloped the music for the clip, 
while a 3-D modeler was hired 
for video editing. The jump scene 
that they spliced the CG Wreck 
into was an Evel Knievel motor-
cycle stunt from the 1970s.  The 
idea of using a motorcycle jump 
came up during brainstorm-
ing, but Bows and Smith nearly 
canned the whole commercial 
when ABC and ESPN wanted 
upwards of $1000 per second 
for Knievel footage.  Luckily, 
one worker found public domain 
footage of a jump on Amazon.
com for $10.

Once the footage was found, 
casting and filming began in late 
July, and the clip was completed 
by mid-August.  The profession-
ally done clip was completed in a 
little more than 150 work-hours, 
according to Bows.

One critical cast member 

By Jason Ossey / Student Publications

The “Best Financial Practices” seminar brought  representatives 
from every fraternity to discuss their organizations’ budgeting.See Finance, page 11

See PSA, page 11
Images courtesy of Communications and Marketing
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF

Mostafa El-Sayed, National Medal of Science winner

By Andrew Ho
Contributing Writer

Sometimes it can be easy to 
forget about the caliber of the fac-
ulty here at Tech. When exams 
start rolling around and projects 
begin to pile up, particularly for 
undergraduates, it might be un-
derstandable to underestimate the 
professor as a distant authority 
figure. As time goes on however, 
and the first few tortuous semes-
ters come to an end, most students 

come to realize that their profes-
sors and faculty are truly author-
ity figures on their subjects, with 
an extensive history in academia 
and laborious research projects 
going on that contribute to society 
in one manner or another.

Mostafa El-Sayed, who heads 
the Laser Dynamics Laboratory 
as director, Julius Brown Chair 
and Regents Professor of Chem-
istry and Biochemistry, is one of 
those figures whose contributions 

to society and science are vast. El-
Sayed has over 500 publications 
to his credit and supervises the re-
search of many graduate students  
and visiting professors, and yet 
still has time to lecture and teach 
the general chemistry course for 
undergraduates.

Having earned his bachelor’s 
in Egypt and doctorate at Florida 
State University, El-Sayed has 
been a researcher at Harvard, Yale, 
Caltech and worked at UCLA be- See El-Sayed, page 11

By Ben Keyserling / Student Publications

El-Sayed, Regents Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry, works with lasers in the laser dynamic lab in Boggs. He is the recipi-
ent of the National Medal of Science for 2007. President Bush will bestow El-Sayed with this award next week in Washington D.C.  

fore joining the Tech faculty in 
1994. His research focuses on the 
chemical properties of noble metal 
particles and their applications to-
wards nanotechnology. A notable 
example of his work involves gold 
particles bonded to cancer cells 
for identification and then de-
stroyed by a weak laser that leaves 
all healthy tissue unharmed.

“Oh, day to day, [I] interact 
with a lot of young people, from 
freshmen, I teach freshmen, and 

then my grad students and post-
docs. Each one is doing their 
own research and they keep me 
informed of what’s happening. 
The beautiful thing about an aca-
demic job is that it is not mono-
directional. It is so many things, 
as you have to teach, you have to 
communicate, you have to think 

www.nique.net
sliver

Can I sue the city of Atlanta for the damage done to my tires after 
driving down 10th street?
UO: You know there is a problem when over 75% of the class is 
pulling all nighters to write 30-50 pg Lab reports
No there isn’t .. Thats just ChBE... Sleep doesn’t matter for that 
major :-)
Yar, har, feedledeedee! Being a pirate is all right with me! (9/19)
hurricanes 2, gulf coast 0..
sara’s party..invite only...ya that means you george
my math TA said he needed some crack in the middle of lecture.
i sold him some that night
people in the lec Wednesday at 2:45: shower!
mmm yeah
just how bad is it to facebook on a library comp?
Spotted: M & K wasted on campus. Again. Shocker. XOXO - 
Gossip Girl
GT Six Flags Night ROCKS!
why does this week go by so slowly?
why are my knees suddenly sunburnt after one day of wearing 
shorts?
Why does Skiles smell like rotten cheese?! I gag everytime I walk 
past it
I recently found out that tech doesn’t make the bitch but makes 
it come out.
Why does everyone hate mob wars?
Yep on Saturday I’m going to wake up and chug a beer. It’s going 
to be a good day.
Seriously nothing else matters to me than what I’ll be doing soon. 
Literally NOTHING.
The space age on spore is so addictive. I played for 4 hrs and only 
stopped when I really had to pee.
the slavs need to be stopped
Dear international students: I hope you’re enjoying America, now 
please, WEAR DEODORANT!
Let’s take down two dirts dogs in one season, GO JACKETS!
Princess Lola Scarlett!
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of new ideas and you have to do 
this by interacting with students. 
Grad students, post-docs, we even 
have some undergraduates with 
some fantastic ideas themselves,” 
El-Sayed said.

Outside of school, El-Sayed 
enjoys traveling and camping, but 
has dedicated more time to his 
work. However, he didn’t seem to 
have any regrets. 

“It’s a good profession, and 
you don’t feel you’re working be-
cause you do something you like. 
That’s something I always tell 
my students, where you work at 
where you like, even if it pays less. 
I remember once Reagan, when I 
was in California, he said ‘Those 
professors said they enjoy their 
research so much. Why aren’t we 
paying them?’,” El-Sayed  said.

A particularly exciting devel-
opment in El-Sayed’s career is his 
reception of the National Medal 
of Science for 2007, which he will 
receive from President George W. 
Bush at the White House next 
week. 

“It’s a wonderful feeling. It’s 
something I wasn’t counting 
on, something I wasn’t thinking 
about, but it feels good indeed,”  
El-Sayed said. 

Ironically, some of the events 
that led up to El-Sayed’s well-
known career were more coinci-
dental than anything else, espe-
cially in regards to his experiences 
as a college student in Egypt. 

“Many things sometimes hap-
pen in your life because of some 
accident, and it can change your 
whole direction. I was studying 

El-Sayed	 from page  10

By Ben Keyserling / Student Publications

El-Sayed takes a break from lecturing and supervising his gradu-
ate students’ research. He has over 500 publications to his credit.

with this friend of mine, and we 
both decided that professors in 
chemistry at that time were much 
better than in physics, for exam-
ple. So we decided that, well, we 
should stick to that.” His father 
was a high school teacher, and as 
a result El-Sayed took an interest 
in teaching as well, though he as-
pired to attend medical school. 

Although El-Sayed did not 
make it to medical school, he 
opted to spend time training to 
be a high school teacher. How-
ever, student demonstrations at 
the time prompted a consolida-
tion of higher-education schools 
and institutes, including the one 
that El-Sayed was attending, re-
sulting in the diploma of science 
being changed to a bachelor’s in 
science, incidentally granting him 
the degree. Months later, one of 
El-Sayed’s friends showed him an 
announcement in the government 
newspaper that FSU was searching 

for two Egyptian chemistry stu-
dents to get their doctorate there. 
The rest, as they say, is history.

El-Sayed is particularly looking 
forward to future developments 
on campus and in his research, 
notably the Nanotechnology Re-
search Building which is nearing 
completion, likening the experi-
ence to feeling as though ‘a new 
candy store is about to open.’ 
Unlike other nanotechnology re-
search buildings, Tech’s research 
building will combine aspects of 
biology with nanotechnology.

With a career spanning over 
50 years, El-Sayed seems to have 
lost little passion for his work and 
is eager to carry that enthusiasm 
to his students. “When scientists 
see new things that they can un-
derstand, it’s just like a little kid 
who’s found some candy. The good 
thing about nanoscience is that it 
will always lead to something that 
could be useful,” El-Sayed said.

PSA		  from page  9

was Steph Robbins, the student/
stunt driver in the clip.  Steph, a 
volleyball player, fourth-year IE 
major and third generation Tech 
student belongs to the Ramblin’ 
Reck Club and has driven the 
Wreck several times before the 
filming.  Bows said that beyond 
being the perfect role model for 
Tech as a female dean’s list en-
gineering student, “she had the 
right look and played the part very 
well.”

Robbins was uneasy about the 
role at first. “I’m camera shy,” she 
said. “When I went over [to the 
Burger Bowl] for filming...  I was 
like, ‘Oh, I’m a little nervous!’”

She settled into the role and 
even had fun with her worst act-

Finance	 from page  9

is caused by un-deposited checks.  
To help manage this problem, 
Langley suggested implement-
ing QuickBooks software, which 
enables users to compare separate 
income and expense accounts 
within the program.  At a cost of 
$180, Langley says that Quick-
Books will quickly pay for itself 
by eliminating errors in balancing 
incomes and expenses.

Risk management and the 
establishment of a risk manage-
ment fund was also discussed.  In 

theory, the fund can be a simple 
savings account, separate from an 
organization’s checking account, 
in which 10 percent of the orga-
nization’s income can be set aside 
for emergencies. Surprises such 
as leaks in the roof, kitchen fires 
or broken windows are expenses 
that can be paid for through a risk 
management fund.

After receiving a positive reac-
tion, Chamberlin, Langley, and 
Meier are hopeful that their initia-
tive will continue to gain momen-
tum and that when they graduate 
others will carry it forward.

ing moments. “[The filming day] 
was definitely a hot day. They had 
a towel to wipe my entire face 
down.” When they went to film 
the scene in the management lec-
ture hall, she said, “We had to buy 
another shirt for that scene be-
cause they didn’t want to see sweat 
on my back as they panned across 
the room.”

Given a top speed of 45 mph 
for the Wreck, one equation giv-
en in the PSA, maximum range 
equals velocity squared divided by 
g, would predict that the Wreck 
as a point mass in perfect vacuum 
could travel 126 feet, or 14 car 
lengths.

 Bows and Smith both guessed 
that the Wreck could probably 
clear 5-6 cars at top speed, but the 
feat remains purely hypothetical. 

Correction
In describing MARTA as a way to avoid high gas prices, last issue’s story 

“Save money at the pumps, try the following tips” listed the price of a 30-day 
MARTA pass at $52.50. However, students can receive 30-day passes at the 
Student Center for the discounted price of $30.




