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Game Day Recycling End of Season Update

This has been an eventful football season for Game Day Recycling. Not only did we exceed our
estimated goal for the season, we beat UGA in the EPA Challenge and found a new source of green
enthusiasm through the G.R.E.A.T. volunteers...and that’s only a few of the accomplishments! We
could not have gotten anywhere close to achieving this without all the wonderful student volunteers
and tailgating fans who helped recycle. To you, we say thank you!

Our goal for this season was 20 tons of recycling
collected. We were able to achieve and exceed that
with the help of some new programs and initiatives.
This year was the first year that we began collecting
recycling from the stadium after each game. It is also
the first year we began collecting food waste for
composting from the stadium suites. These two
sources alone diverted eight tons of waste from the
landfill. Lastly, we began weighing both our
recyclables and our trash, which enabled us to
achieve an overall diversion rate for the season of 19

percent! Some of our Game Day Recycling Volunteers and crew in the new t-shirts!

As many of you know, we participated in the Environmental Protection Agency’s Game Day Recycling
Challenge. Our main rival in the competition was, of course, UGA. The results are in and we
conquered UGA in 4 of the 5 categories! We also ranked 2™ in the ACC and 13" overall for Per
Capita Green House Gas Reduction. As a reminder, this was a competition against 80 other schools
across the Unites States and the GT Game Day Recycling program is only in its third year! We view
this as a huge success and another step toward making the program even better.
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In addition to the success of the Game Day Challenge and our new initiatives, we have also had
about a 50 percent increase in volunteer positions being filled. This is great because the more
students we have representing the Game Day Recycling program, the better our distribution of
recycling bags and the less contamination we have in the containers around campus. Recognition of
the program is higher than ever now that every volunteer receives our new 100% organic cotton T-
shirts any time they sign up to help. Students and fans alike know exactly why the volunteers are
wearing green and are, often times, excited to receive the blue bags which the volunteers are
delivering. In addition to the free T-shirts, all volunteers were entered into a drawing for prizes such
as gift cards to local restaurants, GT hats and free tickets in President Bud Peterson’s stadium suite
for one of the home games.

We still have a ways to go in really getting all the alum, students, and fans excited about the program,
but we have made blg steps on the path to get there. Our G.R.E.A.T. volunteers are a “great’
~ il % SpO example of how enthusiastic we hope everyone can be.
If you have not seen or heard of the G.R.E.A.T.
volunteers, keep an eye (and ear) out next year for their
3 interesting signs and Recycling Fight Song. The

8 enthusiasm is catching. As for our tailgating fans, some
s of our best recycling tailgaters received recognition as
the Green Tailgaters of the Game and were featured on
== the MegaTron during the game alongside the
¢ G.R.E.A.T. volunteers.

Overall, this season exceeded our expectations and
brought about some great ideas for the 2011 season.

o «. For more information about our Game Day Recycling or
Our Green Tallgaters of the Game with the G.R.E.A.T. (Game day Recycllng about how to volunteer in the future visit our website.
Encouragement Awesome Team) volunteers. “Fight, Win, Drink, Recycle!”
The graph below shows the total Game Day Recycling tonnage for the 2010 season. We exceeded
our goal of 20 tons! This is up 8% when compared with the total tonnage of the 2009 season, which
included large home games, including the Thanksgiving day game against UGA.

2010 Season Total

21.0 tons 2009 Season Total:

19.3 tons

Game 6
( 3.0 tons)

Game 6 (7.2 tons)

- Game 5
( 4.1 tons)

{]-- Game 4
(3.0tons) &

+4 Game 5 (3.1 tons)
--Game 3
(5.5 tons)
+ Game 4 (3.6 tons)

- Game 3 (1.7 tons)

Tons recycled

= 1- Game 2
(3.3 tons)
4+ Game 2 (2.1 tons)

--Game 1
(2.1 tons)

2 221 Game 1 (1.6 tons)

What a Year for GT Recycling

This has been another exciting year for Recycling at Georgia Tech. With everything from national
recognition of our Game Day Recycling program to expansion and new recycling locations, we have
had our hands full.

Over the past year we have been expanding in many ways. We have added new methods of waste
diversion to our Game Day Recycling program, which earned recognition in Waste Age Magazine, a
nationally renowned magazine providing solid waste company information. We also competed for the
first time in the EPA Game Day Challenge where we beat our state rival, UGA, in four out of the five
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categories. Another program that has been increasingly successful is
our Student Move-in and Move-out. During this Fall 2010 move-in, we
collected 18,000 pounds of cardboard in just one week.

In addition to these efforts, we began collecting glass from 5 out of the
10 housing sites and brought the MSE building into the program. We &
purchased new containers and signage to help promote efficient
recycling and decrease contamination in the containers around :
campus. By the end of the year we will also have ten brand new outdoor S|tes WhICh will extend our
coverage across campus and make recycling more convenient for everyone. This kind of expansion
requires an increase in vehicles and manpower necessary to complete the routes. To help facilitate
this, we have added two new positions to the recycling team and purchased a new Toro Workman
vehicle. We hope that these additions will really help us expand our program even further.

The biggest success of this year was Earth Day 2010. Thousands of people from the campus
communlty and off—campus came out to celebrate with us. It was the first year that we truly were a

T & \ N zero-waste event with food waste and packaging from
the exhibitors’ lunches being composted. Nearly two tons
of eWaste were dropped off to be recycled. In addition,
$18,035 worth of office supplies were donated by
campus departments that no longer needed them. These
R supplies are made available to GT faculty, staff and
| students for free at the Office Supply Exchange that
| takes place every year. In addition, we collected 67 pairs
of shoes via our shoot the shoes Earth day event.
Reusable shoes were donated to charitable
organizations. The unusable ones were donated to Nike’s
Reuse-A-Shoe program, where they deconstruct and recycle the shoes to create various products,
such as running tracks. These programs are only a few of the reasons why Earth Day 2010 was so
successful. We have high hopes for Earth Day 2011!

In summary, this year has been an exciting one for GT Recycling. From Game Day waste diversion to
Earth Day enthusiasm, we have reached, and exceeded, many of our goals for the year. We are
looking forward 2011, which we hope will be even better.

Interested in helping plan Earth Day 2011?

Join the Earth Day planning committee!
Next meeting:
Friday, January 14", 2011
in the Student Center, Room 359
11:30am — 12:30pm
Be sure to bring your green thinking caps!

The chart below shows Georgia Tech’s waste diversion statistics for October 2010.

Georgia Tech 2010 Waste Diversion Statistics

Material Pounds Recycled

Aluminum 2,620
Cardboard 19,320
Confidentials 3,420
E-waste 0
Glass 4,060
Mixed Metal 0
Mixed Office Paper 37,080
Pallets 2,170
Plastic 5,080
Single Stream (Mixed Materials) 13,520
Total 85,880
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ASK ENVIRO-MAN

Question: Can | recycle cereal boxes on campus?

Answer: Yep! You can recycle cereal boxes and other paperboard in the
Mixed Office Paper and Newspaper containers all over campus. In addition
to Paperboard, you can toss in computer paper, magazines, newspapers,
junk mail, file folders, catalogs, brochures, paperback books, and sticky
notes. Staples and paper clips do not have to be removed.

To ask Enviro-Man a

question, click here.

go to www.recycle.gatech.edu/recycling_services/Materials/Materials.php

Upcoming Events

Piedmont Park’s Last Green Market
Piedmont Park Conservancy, 12th Street Entrance
Saturday, December 11, 2010
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Cost: FREE!

Get healthy at the Park’s Green Market, a local farmers market featuring fresh produce, baked goods,
fresh juice, honey, sauces, pasta, cheese, pastries, and health /wellness products. Voted one of the
top five farmer's markets in Atlanta by Access Atlanta, Green Market encourages sustainable
communities in the most basic way - by providing shoppers with direct access to local farmers and
merchants.

College Night at Centennial Olympic Park Ice Rink
Centennial Olympic Park, Atlanta, GA
December 13-14
4:30 pm - 10:00 pm
Cost: $6 per person & free skate rental (with College ID)

This is the thirteenth anniversary of Atlanta’s only outdoor ice skating rink. Enjoy covered observation
seating, theatrical lighting on the ice and holiday music. The rink is open daily until January 30, but
you must go on the dates listed above to receive the discount.

Critical Mass - Atlanta
Meet at Woodruff Park, Downtown Atlanta, GA
Friday, December 31, 2010
Meet at 6:00 pm, ride until about 8:00 pm
Cost: FREE!

Critical Mass is an event that occurs on the last Friday of every month. Hundreds of bicyclists gather at
Woodruff Park in downtown Atlanta at around 6 P.M. From there the group heads on a slow and
scenic five to ten mile ride through the city; the route changes each month. The ride usually ends
around 8pm at Johnny's Pizza in the Virginia-Highlands. If you've never been, don't be intimidated by
the distance, the dark, riding on the road, or riding in the city. It isn't too scary, too strenuous, too far,
or too fast, but it is a lot of fun. Don't forget to yell “Happy Friday!” as you ride past the bystanders!
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Comments and Suggestions

If you have any questions or suggestions about our program, please feel free to contact us by simply
replying to this newsletter. We are here to help, and together, we can work to benefit the environment.

Office of Solid Waste Management & Recycling
Cindy Jackson, Program Manager
151 Sixth Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30332-0350
Tel: 404-385-0088 ~ Fax: 404-385-0710

Visit Our Website

As part of our effort to provide you with better services we continually update our website. Recycling
guidelines and useful links can be found at www.recycle.gatech.edu.
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