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IllCe UpOl l a t i m e , in a r amLW 
wreck t o r n Georgia Tech, dressed 

i n w h i t e a n d gfold, a krigkt student (tkats you) 
studied kard to estanlisk a brilliant career. Tken one day, as il by 
magic, tkis l ine institute (tkats Georgia Teck) endorsed a credit card 
p r o g r a m t k a t k e l p e d support tke scbool. Soon the land was aku^z 
witk tke extraordinary news ol a credit card tkat was beautifully engineered. 
Students , you see, would use tlieir credit cards, as anyone would, wi tn one magnificent 

difference. For every t ime these gems were used, cont r ibu t ions were made to Georgia 

Tecb—at n o addi t ional cost to tbe cardholders or the scbool. The s tudent though t it too 

good to he true. But, as t ime would tell, the credit card p r o g r a m was just as it appeared, 

and beautifully simple too . A n d eventually, a lumni reques ted the card, and support for 

Georgia Tech grew and grew. And everyone lived happily ever alter. 
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And now the story can come true for you. 

Call 1-800-523-7666 to apply. 
TTY users, please call 1-800-833-6262. Please mention priority code JECK. 

There are costs associated with the use of this credit card. You may contact the issuer and administrator of this program, MBNA America® Bank, to request specific 
information about the costs by calling 1 -800-523-7666 or writing to P.O. Box 15020, Wilmington, DE 19850. MBNA America is a federally registered service mark of 
MBNA America Bank, N.A. MasterCard and Visa are federally registered service marks of MasterCard International Inc. and Visa U.S.A. Inc., respectively; each is 
used pursuant to license. 
©1998 MBNA America Bank, N.A. AD-06-98-0324 
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"George P. Burden, 
white courtesy phone: 

When you're a distinguished alum like George P Burdell, you're bound 

to get special consideration when you fly. But on AirTran, you don't have to 

be famous to be treated like someone special. Everyone gets great low fares 

without requiring a Saturday night stay or a roundtrip purchase. Everyone 

gets a seat assignment and the chance to upgrade to an affordable, roomy 

business class. And everyone can reap the benefits of an extremely generous 

frequent flyer program, A-Plus Rewards. It's all part of how we're making 

affordable air travel easy to like for everyone. Not just George P Burdell. 

To make reservations call your travel agent or 1-800-AIR-TRAN. In Atlanta 

call 770-994-8258. www.airtran.com 

© AirTran 1999 
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It's something else. 

http://www.airtran.com
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Harnessing the 
Power of Thought 
A former Georgia Tech professor 
and researcher continues to 
explore ways to record and 
amplify the brain's electrical 
signals to efficiently operate a 
computer. It sounds like science 
fiction, but it offers great hope 
to the physically immobile. 
By Gary Goettling 
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Three Rare 
Editions 
Principia, the third of Sir 

Issac Newton's great works of 

science, imparts depth and 

prestige to the Georgia Tech 

Library's rare books collection 

By Gary Goettling 

Ẑ QJaLfuDOfDD vol. 76, NO. i 
r ^ ^ ^ n r r T V ^ Summer 1999 

Page 32 



Departments 

Feedback 

14 Tech Notes 
And the Winner Is... 
Time to Soar 
Powers Named Distinguished Professor 
T-Week Celebration 
Career Diplomat joins Tech 
Judge This 

19 The Campaign for Georgia Tech 
Funding Finest Faculty 

fj 
62 Research 

Early Warning 
Studying Stealth 
The Buddy System 
Clunker Pollution 

70 Profile 

Pacesetters 
Doug Ellis: Faster and Higher 
Jun-Sheng Li: Exodus from China 
Edwin Hooper: Airborne Ambition 
John Voeller: Managing Technology 
Peyton Day: A New Day 

Dr. Larry Rubin: A Man of Letters 

72 Photo Finish 
High Five 

Cover: Dr. Philip Kennedy's research is bringing 
hope to victims of paralysis. —Gary Meek Photo P a o e 6 4 

G 
/^Qff.ruOjijO Magazine 

John B. Carter Jr., IE '69, Publisher 

John C. Dunn, Editor 
Hoyt Coffee, CIs '99, Associate Editor 
Shawn Jenkins, Assistant Editor 
Everett Hullum & Nao Yamashita, Design 
Robb Stanek, AE '90, Advertising 

Editorial Advisory Board 

L. Thomas "Tom" Gay Jr., IM '66, Chairman 
Vice President/Communications 
Georgia Tech Alumni Association 
Board of Trustees 
President, Gay Construction Co. 

John "Jack" S. Markwalter Jr., IM '81 
Alumni Association Board of Trustees 
Managing Director, 
Southeast Private Wealth Management 
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter 

Robert T. "Bob" Harty 
Executive Director 
Institute Communications & Public Affairs 

David J. McGill 
Director (retired), Center for the 
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning 
Georgia Tech 

Adam Toner 
Editor, Technique 

John D. Toon 
Manager 
Georgia Tech Research News and 
Publications Office 

Georgia Tech Alumni Magazine 
(ISSN: 1061-9747) is published quarterly (Spring, 
Summer, Fall and Winter) for Roll Call contributors by 
the Georgia Tech Alumni Association, Alumni/Faculty 
House, 225 North Avenue NW, Atlanta, GA 30332-
0175. Georgia Tech Alumni Association allocates $10 
from a contribution toward a year's subscription to its 
magazine. Periodical postage paid at Atlanta.GA., 
and additional mailing offices. © 1999 Georgia Tech 
Alumni Association 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Georgia 
Tech Alumni Magazine, Alumni/Faculty House, 225 
North Avenue NW, Atlanta, GA 30332-0175. Editorial: 
(404) 894-0750/0761. Advertising: (404) 894-9270. 
Fax:(404)894-5113. 
E-mail: editor@alumni.gatech.edu 
www.alumni.gatech.edu 

mailto:editor@alumni.gatech.edu
http://www.alumni.gatech.edu


66 
e re g i v i ng 

Georgia 
Tech our 

true blue 
support. 

We'll make a donation to 
the Alumni Association and give 

you a free month of gas -
when you sign up with us. 

Now that deregulation is here, you should select a natural gas provider for your home. To help make the choice as 

easy as possible, here's a way that benefits both Georgia Tech and you! Sign up with Georgia Natural Gas Services 

and we'll make a donation on your behalf to the Georgia Tech Alumni Association, to support programs and student 

scholarships. There's something great in it for you, too. You'll enjoy a free month of gas. 

Like Georgia Tech, Georgia Natural Gas Services is a local institution. We share a commitment to serving the 

community. And our employees have years of experience providing dependable gas service to Georgians. In that 

spirit, we're making this special opportunity available to Georgia Tech alumni, faculty, staff and students. So 

don't miss out. Choosing a reliable natural gas provider doesn't have to be confusing. In fact, the answer is 

right in your hands. 

When you call, have your Atlanta Gas Light Company account number available. 
Be sure to mention the Georgia Tech offer and your special code GT26. 

1-888-4 GAS GUY 
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Georgia Natural Gas Services 
Georgia Natural Gas Services is the exclusive natural gas sponsor for the Georgia Tech Alumni 
Association. Offer for residential customers only. Savings equal your average month's bill for your first 

*"MNILM5AP°»NZINE y e a r °f service, credited in your 13th month. ©1999 SouthStar Energy Services, LLC. 


