T”The South’s Liveliest College Newspaper”

Friday, January 27, 2006

IQUE

Volume 91, Issue 19 - 28 pages + ONLINE www.hique.net

Can you hear us now? Radio club
talks to alumnus in space, page 11

Annapolis, ready to report, page 15

Serving Georgia Tech since 1911

Opinions 8

Focus 11

Entertainment 15

ports 28

Comics 2

Regents propose plus/minus grades

Grading systems at peer institutions

By James Stephenson

Staff Writer

The Board of Regentsislooking to
implementa threeyear pilot program
foraplus/minus grading systemand
has asked Tech to participate. The
programwould includea plus/minus
system in students’ transcripts and
grade point averages.

“Basically, instead of simply A,
B, C, D and F” said Andy Smith,
vice provost for Academic Affairs,
“the system would be A, A-, B+, B,
B-,C+,C,C-,Dand F”

Several factors are still unde-
cided in the implementation of the
plus/minus system. In the general
application of the system, the Board
of Regents has offered Tech three
options.

“We can choose to have the plus
and minus affect GPA. We can
have the plus and minus only on
the transcript, but not affect GPA,”
Smith said. “Orwe can choose to not

Plus/minus grading Plus/minus grading No plus/minus
Isystem used to system used on I grading

determine GPA (6) transcripts only (2) system (4)
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Source: 2003 Report on Grade Inflation, prepared by the Student Aca-
demic and Financial Affairs committee of the Academic Senate.

implement the program atall.”

The weight of the “+” and the “-*
also still has to be determined.

“What most schools typically
do—though there are some excep-
tions—is give a third of a point for
a plus and subtract third of a point
for a minus,” Smith said.

A study conducted by Arizona
State University in the fall of 2002
on the plus/minus system showed
that mean GPAswith the plus/minus
system and those without had little
difference. What the study con-
cluded was that the system did not
help curb grade inflation butsimply
increased grade accuracy.

The ability to give more precise
measurements ofastudent’s perfor-
mance is what administrators and
professors looked for when they
proposed the change to the current
grading system.

“For example, if Thave a student

See Grading, page 6

GTPD reports crime down 22.3 precent

By Amanda Dugan
News Editor

The Georgia Tech Police Depart-
ment (GTPD) saw a 22.3 percent
reduction in overall crime from
2004 to 2005. However, incidents
of robbery, aggravated assault and
burglary all increased by at least 50
percent. GTPD attributes the overall
reduction in crime to ongoing im-
provementsin the police department
and community awareness.

“[The reduction] could be because
thecommunityhascalled more, and
I think that they are really taking a
stand...and really being aware. We
also have more officers on the road,
because we have been able to hire

more. The word has gotten out on
the street not to
go over to Tech
because you'll
getcaught,” said

“[The reduction]
could be because

now,” Cook said.

The greatest
crime decrease,
100 percent, was
in rapes, with

Carla Cook, . no incidents re-
GTPD public the community has ported. Motor
safety sergeant. vehicle thefts

Cook said Caued more, and decreased by 40
thatatanygiven | think that they percent, with
time ten to elev- are reauy tak]ng a only24incidents
en officers are ” beingreportedin
patrolling the stand. 2005. Larceny-
campus. GTPD theftsdecreased
also increased  Carla Cook 32 percent, with
theircanineunit  GTPD Public Safety Sergeant 443 toral inci-
this past year. dents reported.
“Thecanineunit There were

hasreally helped. Wehave three dogs

By Jenny Zhang
Copy Editor

Institute President Wayne
Clough was recently appointed
chairofthe National Academies/
National Research Committee
on New Orleans Regional Hur-
ricane Protection Projects. The
committee, which reports to the
Secretary of Defense, will over-
see studies on the levee failures
that occurred when Hurricane
Katrina devastated the city last
fall and review proposals for
rebuilding New Otrleans’ flood
protection systems.

“Thisis thelargestengineering
project of our generation, and it
has to be completed in the short-
est period of time,” Clough said,
whose firstjobwhen he graduated
Georgia Tech wasasa civil engi-
neerworkingon flood protection
issues in the Mississippi River

Clough serves as hurricane
protection committee chair

ByJaie Howel/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
President Clough was named
chair of the Hurricane Protec-
tion Projects committee .

Basin. “It’s an honor to be asked
to be a partof it.”

Clough said this is one of
the few times when engineering

See Clough, page 5

four incidents of aggravated assault

in 2005, up from one incident in
2004. Robberies increased by six,
foratotal of nine incidentsin 2005.
Both aggravated assaults and rob-
beries decreased by over 40 percent
from 2003 to 2004.

Therewereatotal of 116 burglar-
ieson campus,a 57 percentincrease.
Cooksaid GTPDisgoing to bework-
ing with housing and other areas of
campus where burglaries seem to be
occurring frequently to help reduce
burglaries on campus.

“We’re always concerned [about
anincreaseincrime], especiallywhen
those crimesareagainst people. The
three [crimes] that went up, that is
whatwe’re going to be focusingalot
more attention on,” Cook said.

IEEE awards
Meindl medal

The Institute of Electrical and
ElectronicEngineers (IEEE) recently
chose Jim Meindl, a professor in the
School of Electrical and Computer
Engineering, to be the recipientofits
Medal of Honor, the organization’s
most prestigious award.

Meindl was recognized for his
contributions to microelectronics
—specifically low-power, bio-
medical and on-chip interconnect
networks.

Lee earns
Pierskalla Award

The Institute for Operations
Researchand Management Sciences
(INFORMS) recently gave Eva Lee,
aprofessorin the School of Industrial
and Systems Engineering, itsannual
Pierskalla Award. Theaward isgiven
to an individual who shows excel-
lence in the fields of health care and
management sciences.

Auxiliary Services
scholarship

Auxiliary Services posted its
online application for the 2006
Impact Scholarship recipient at
webhost.gatech.edu/auxsurvey/
impact_scholarship/.

Scholarship applicants must be
enrolled eitheras full-time or co-op
students with at least sophomore
status, mustbe planningonenrolling
forthe2006-2007 academicyearand
be in good standing with at least a
2.5 grade point average.

‘The deadline for applications
is March 3 at 5:00 p.m. Auxiliary
Services will give 10 scholarships
worth $3,000 each.

IFC changes scholarship fund

By Ranganath Venkataraman

Staff Writer

The Intrafraternity Council
(IFC), which governs the thirty
fraternities on campus and handles
relations between the Institute and
the fraternities, is in the process of
introducing special endowment
scholarships for greeks.

According to IFC president Mi-
chael Moreland, this is part of the
progress that is being made to im-
prove relations with the Institute.

“IFChasmadealotof progressin
the last three years to catch up. We
havediscovered discrepanciesin our
ownbylawsand weare playingamore
vital role in day-to-day operations of
the fraternities,” Moreland said.

“We have also established a new
account forsponsoringother student
organizations in the spirit of col-
laboration,” Moreland said.

Moreland added that the IFC’s
proposals were always in line with
student life and student affairs. “It
gave us a good picture of where

- +| “There has been money going
into the fund, but it was
never carried out to its full

potential.”

Michael Moreland
IFC President

studentaffairs were going and what
greeks had to offer.”

The endowmentscholarshipsare
financed by a special scholarship
fund, which is funded by the dues
paid by each chapter.

“There hasbeen money goinginto
the fund, but it was never carried
out to its full potential,” Moreland
said. “The money would end up
being spent on sudden issues and
wasinaregular Merrill Lynch bank
account.”

The scholarship fund money,
however, has now been transferred
to an account in the Georgia Tech

Foundation.

“The advantage of this is that
we're contributing to the foundation
and we're keeping money within the
school,” said IFC Treasurer Trevor
Kramer.

According to Kramer, transfer-
ring the funds to the Georgia Tech
Foundation account is expected to
provide areturnof10to 15 percent.
‘The Merrill Lynchaccountgenerated
only one to two percent interest.

“Five to ten years from now the
money we can giveis goingto bevery

SeelFC, page5
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From the files of the GTPD...

Tedinte@iline Voice your opinion!

Last issue’s question received 73 responses.
What are the men’s basketball team’s post-season chances?

We’ll do better than
last year - 11%

One in a million of
making it - 46%

It is a close call - 30%

We’re headed back to
the championship! - 13%

Burning for you

On]Jan. 10, two officers responded to
adumpster fire in front of the Delta
Sigma Phi fraternity house. When
theyarrived, the AdlantaFire Depart-
ment was already on the scene. The

By Hillary Lipko / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

This week’s question.:

What do you think about Tech’s overall GPA?

Tell us at www.nique.net

Fire Department determined that
the culprit had set the trash inside a
burn barrel on fire and then thrown
it into the dumpster. There was no

Hoovers missing

A Georgia Tech employee submit-
ted a missing property complaint
on Jan. 12. On Dec. 14, a custodial
employee performed an inventory
and found 2 missingvacuumsworth
a total of $289 both were used in
Center Streetand Hemphill Avenue
Apartments.

Hoovers missing, part two

On Jan. 11, a Housing employee
reported missing property to GTPD.
He stated that the items could have

damage or witnesses.

been misplaced. Inall, eight missing
vacuums, three steam cleaners and
three radios totaling $3,269 could
not be accounted for.

E.T. phone home

Between Jan. 6 at 10:00 p.m. and
Jan.7at2:00a.m.,astudentlosthis
cellphone. OnJan. 11, he found that
$200 in unauthorized international
phone calls were made on the phone.
Thestudent had hisservice canceled.

This week’s campus crime informa-
tion written by Kenneth Baskett

ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, IL
IN 1983 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA
AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.

8" SUB SANDWICHES

All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full 8 inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese | can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

#1 PEPE®

Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Awesome!)

#2 BIG JOHN®

Medium rare shaved roast beef, topped with yummy
mayo, lettuce, and tomato. (Can’t beat this one!)

#3 SORRY CHARLIE

California baby tuna, mixed with celery, onions, and
our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts,
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original)

#5 VITO™

The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Order it with hot peppers, trust me!)

#6 VEGETARIAN

Several layers of provolone cheese separated by real

avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber, lettuce,

tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not for vegetarians
peace dude!)

JJ.B.LT™

Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama’s BLT, this one rules!)

% SIDE ITEMS *

* Soda Pop $1.29/$1.49
* Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie ... $1.75
* Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle. ... $0.99
* Extraload of meat

* Extracheese or extra avocado spread ...

* Hot Peppers

FREEBIES (sves ¢ cLues onw

Onion, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced
cucumber, Dijon mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano.

\““

WORLD 'S GREBTES“
OURMET saNDWIC

£3.25
PLAIN SLIMS™

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

SLIM 1 Ham & cheese

SLIM 2 Roast Beef

SLIM 3 Tuna salad

SLIM 4 Turkey breast

SLIM 5 Salami, capicola, cheese
SLIM 6 Double provolone

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap

YUIUNWICHR

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

YOUR CATERING
SOLUTION!!!

BOX LUNCHES, PLATTERS, PARTIES!

DELIVERY ORDERS will include a delivery
charge of 49¢ per item (+/-10c).

* % % *x JIMMYJOHNS.COM * * % x

§125
THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN™

This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John’s brother Huey. It’s huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham, capicola, roast beef,
turkey & provolone, jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade
Italian dressing.

MY IOHN':

OK, SO MY SUBS REALLY AREN'T GOURMET AND
WE'RE NOT FRENCH EITHER. MY SUBS JUST TASTE
A LITTLE BETTER, THAT'S ALL! | WANTED TO
CALL IT JIMMY JOHN'S TASTY SANDWICHES, BUT
MY MOM TOLD ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET.
SHE THINKS WHATEVER | DO IS GOURMET, BUT
| DON'T THINK EITHER OF US KNOWS WHAT IT
MEANS. SO LET'S STICK WITH TASTY!

GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES

My club sandwiches have twice the meat and cheese, tryit
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7 grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB

A full 174 pound of real applewood smoked ham, provolone
cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo! (A real stack)

#8 BILLY CLUB®

Roast heef, ham, provolone, Dijon mustard, lettuce,
tomato, & mayo. (Here’s to my old pal Billy who
invented this great combo.)

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®

Real genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, and
provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, onion,
mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette.

(You hav’ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER'S CLUB®

A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare roast beef,
provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo. (It rocks!!!)

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB® ®

Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and
mayo! (I’s the real deal folks, and it ain’t even California.)

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®

Double provelone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®

Roast heef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®

The same as our #3 Sorry Charlie except this one has a
lot more. Homemade tuna salad, provolone, sprouts,
cucumber,lettuce, & tomato. (| guarantee it’s awesome!)

#16 CLUB LULV™

Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato, &
mayo. (JJ’s original turkey & bacon club)

= WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK T
ATLANTA 36514THST.NW 404.892.8080
"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!" ©

©2005 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes.

sliver

www.nique.net/sliver

Brad: Can we play naked tag?
Becky: No!

What a shame...

That would be fun to play in
this female apartment

Fun for who?

The thing that bothers me

is the back door flap with a
missing button

You can only find that kind of
underwear at hunting stores
Well that makes sense

Why are there pubes in the
LWC headphones?

I love you Becky!

Tota Iota Nine rocks

Does anyone know what
“booya” means?

JABOOKA! Yeah, thats
right! JABOOKA!

school still sucks in 2006
Gelgamek, you suck. Leave
us alone

Why is it that all the girls
know at Tech complain that
they can’t find a guy?
Because so many guys at Tech
act/think like the one who
posted the next sliver. --Sliver
Girl

hey GT females/nerd gitls,
if Thad acne like you, i’d put
some kind of weedkiller or
fungicide or something on
my face.

Marco

Can you hear me now?
Saltmarshes are cool.

people don’t seem to realize
hurling insults at someone via
an anonymous sliver makes
you look like more of a loser
than anything you say.

this alum was the first sliver
girl

that air force party friday
night was awesome

That’s the new Bingo!

Asian!

Then I'd yell Crackers!

I don’t have a problem with
sex, its just the whole rela-
tionship thing

None of the Miss America
contestants have talent

Miss Georgia: so, yeah I'm
asian

Miss America contestants
remind me of those push but-
ton dolls

alison m. is so hot!

Bow before me, for I am root.
Greetings from your Online
Editor

“your online editor” ...

fun times

The Internet: Powered by The
Chad

See page 17 for more Slivers!
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ach week, elected members of the houses of the Student Government
Association (SGA) meet to consider allocation bills and talk about campus
issues. Here are summaries of those meetings.

Graduate Student Senate

GSS passes three
joint allocation bills

By NikhilJoshi
Assistant News Editor

The Graduate Student Senate
(GSS) passed a total of three bills
Tuesday and heard a report from
Melissa Moore, communications
officer for Auxiliary Services.

The meeting began with Moore’s
presentation, in which she briefed
the senate on various services and
activities provided within the last
year. Moore talked about programs
in the Student Center, professional
training and BuzzFunds, among
other efforts by Auxiliary Services.
She also communicated the results
of a survey taken to gauge student
opinion. The survey, according to
Moore, revealed that Parking and
Transportation received the lowest
score for student satisfaction.

Moore then fielded questions
from senators.

One senator asked whether or
not the ice cream vending machine
in the library would be replaced.
Moore yielded time to Crit Stuart,
the library’s associate director for
Public Services, to answer the
question.

Stuart said that the number of
vending machines was cut down to
make room for renovations in the

Bills passed
« Joint Allocation to Musician’s
Network

Joint Allocation toiMovie Fest

JointAllocation to Mars Society

basement and that the ice cream
machine would not be replaced.
Stuart was attending the meeting
on behalf of another organization,
iMovie Fest, which was requesting
funding,

After two briefexecutive reports
from Mitch Keller, graduate student
bodyvice president, and Kasi David,
graduatestudentbody president, the
senators turned to the list of unfin-
ished business before them.

The first of the three bills, a joint
allocation to Musician’s Network,
passed after some discussion. Or-
ganizational representatives said
that they were in charge of running
Under the Couch and were in need
of money to make renovations to the
Couch Building in order to meet a
fire code.

They received $2,500, and the
bill passed as amended by the Joint
Finance Committee (JFC). The

See GSS, page 6

Undergraduate House of Representatives

UHR hears updated master plan

By James Stephenson

Staff Writer

The Undergraduate House
of Representatives met this past
Tuesday. Six new Representatives
were approved and sworn in to the
House. Three other bills were passed
during the meeting, as well.

The first bill brought before the
House was thejointallocation to the
Musician’s Network. The Musician’s
Network operates Under the Couch
and they requested $3,000 to replace
acoustic foam in the recording stu-
dio. The foam previously in place
was deemed unsafe byafire marshal
and was required to be replaced.
The total cost for the replacement
is $3,700.

The Joint Finance Committee
(JFC) recommended reducing the
amount to $2,500 with the expec-
tation that the RHA would kick in
$500. The probability of the RHA
funding the Musician’s Network was
called into question and revealed to
be shaky at best. The bill was passed
in its original form.

The next bill to be considered
was a joint allocation to the iMovie
Fest, TheiMovie Fest committee was
requesting funds to pay for renting
the Ferst Center for the presentation
of the movie projects.

Due to unexpected costs last
year because of overtime charges
incurred during the event, the bill
was padded in several areas to ac-
count for the potential of a repeat
incident. The JFC recommended
taking out the paddingand reducing
the amount to $2,269. The bill was
amended per JEC recommendations
and passed.

The final bill brought before the
House was a joint allocation to the
Mars Society. Thesociety wasasking
for funding of an event in February
todiscussissuesin space, suchasus-
ing space for weapons proliferation.

By Jason Ossey / SDENT PUBLICATIONS

Les Saunders from the Office of Capital Planning and Space Manage-
ment speaks about the updated goals for Tech’s master plan.

The event will have three speakers.
Oneof the speakerswill bea faculty
member at Tech.

The]JFCrecommended reducing
the bill to $1,630 and eliminating
the cost for renting a room in the
Student Center, which is free for
Tech organizations, and the travel
costs of the guest speakers. The bill
wasamended per JFC recommenda-
tions and passed.

Les Saunders from the Office of
Capital Planning and Space Man-
agement gave a presentation to the
House during the meeting. Saunders
laid out the updated goals for Tech’s
master plan.

The plan wasan updated form of
the 1997 master plan, of which Tech
hasalreadyachievedall of its 15-year
goalssetoutin thatplan. The main
concerns with the new master plan
are the educational environment,

Bills passed
Joint Allocation to Musician'’s
Network

Joint Allocation toiMovie Fest
JointAllocationto Mars Society

+ Appointment of Representatives

the research environment and the
campus environment.

Other issues laid out in the plan
include increasing accessibility on
campusand increasingsustainability
in planning for campus expansion.
The master plan calls for 50 percent
of the campus to have tree cover, as
wellasareductionin thesurfacearea
currently used by roadways.

'The plan createsa more pedestri-
an- and bicycle-friendly campus.

See UHR, page 6

the Oxford

STUDY FILM
IN ITALY

FILM HISTORY & PRODUCTION
JUNE 2006

DOLCE VITA

La dnucem de vivre

Enjoy la dolce vita as you live and
learn in Northern Italy. Choose from
three LCC courses, all compatible with
summer
$§3,000, plus tuition & airfare.

Apply by February 15th

www.oie.gatech.edu/apply
film@lcc.gatech.edu

Literature, Communication, and Culture

N\ UN FILM DE
w. ¥ YFEDERICO
FELLINI

program for

The Ivan Allen College and the School of Literature, Communication, and Culture present

poetry at Tech

The H. Bruce McEver Poetry Reading

chard deniord

kurtis lamkin

N, bruce meever

thursday

4:30 p.m.

For more information,
call 404.385.2760 or visit

february 2, 2006

The Clary Theatre in the
Bill Moore Student Success Center

Free and open to the public.
No tickets or reservations required.

Clary Theatre Parking:

Georgia
Tech

www.iac.gatech.edu/poetry.html

A book sale and signing
will follow the reading

Parking is available at the Burge Parking Deck across
North Avenue from Bobby Dodd Stadium and just west
of the Alumni/Faculty House at 190 North Avenue.

Iveam Allern
GCollege

= The Liberal Arts College
of Georgia Tech




ACCOUNTING | COMMUNICATIONS | ENGINEERING | FINANCE | HUMAN RESOURCES | INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY | LOGISTICS | MANUFACTURING | MARKETING | PRICING | PURCHASING

JOBS AS DIVERSE AS THE PEOPLE WHO FILL THEM.

At Caterpillar, it matters less where you come from—what matters is
where you're going. With dozens of career paths and opportunities to
be discovered, you'll soon find we can take you almost anywhere.

CATERPILLAR

Unlimit yourself at www.catcareers.com.

CAT, CATERPILLAR, UNLIMIT YOURSELF, their respective logos, and “Caterpillar Yellow" as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission. | An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer | © 2006 Caterpillar | ADV-02
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CIough from page 1
and professional expertise coincide
with a national imperative. “[New
Otleans] is a great city, an icon for
the country and it must be rebuilt.
The [Hurricane Katrina disaster]
continues to be a heartbreaking
situation for thousands of people
because they can’t go home, and
i’s important for people...to step
upand do something.” Clough said
the fact that he has family in New
Otleans brings the importance of
rebuilding to him onavery personal
level as well.

Clough’s appointment to com-
mittee chair also represents a con-
tinuation of Tech’s commitment to

IFC

substantial,” Kramer said.

A meeting had been set up
with John Carter, the president of
the Georgia Tech Foundation, to
discuss concerns about the schol-
arship money. While the IFC had
$30 ,000 dollars in its account, it
only took $25, 000 to start up the
endowment.

While the criteria for the schol-

from page 3

helping in the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Katrina. Tech was active in

“This is the largest
engineering project
of our generation,
and it has to be
completed in the
shortest period of
time.”

Wayne Clough

Institute President

reliefeffortslastyearby offeringaid to

hurricaneevacuees, openingitsdoors
to displaced studentsand initiating
thelargest fundraising campaign in
campus history. “T hope to engage
more people at Tech in [current] ef-
forts,” Clough said. Because of the
technical and engineering aspects
of the committee’s work, Clough
said itwasan “opportunity to really
do something that coincides with
what we do as an institution...and
a terrific opportunity for [Tech]
students to learn.”

According to Clough, the com-
mitteewill firsthold hearingsin New
Orleans in January and then begin
work in earnest when information
from the investigation teams comes
in. Meanwhile, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers will continue its ongo-

ing work to repair damaged areas of
the levees because of the urgency of

“It’s important to
make the statement
that people can
look to Tech for
leadership on issues
of this kind.”

Wayne Clough

Institute President

the approaching hurricane season.
Work will also begin to implement

levee improvements during the sum-
mer thatwillenhance thelevel of pro-
tection the levees provide over time.
“If the levee system is to be taken
to a category five hurricane level, it
will take innovative approachesand
require an extended period of time
to accomplish,” Clough said.

The committee will address both
engineering and policy issues and

opes to have definitive results by

June 1,2006, the official start of the
next hurricane season.

“Itsimportant to make the state-
ment that people can look to Tech
forleadership onissuesof thiskind,”
Clough said. “As president, I hope
to represent Georgia Tech and its
commitment to work on these issues
until they are resolved.”

arships have not been decided yet,
Kramersaid the scholarships would
haveagreekinfluence. The IFC will
also be working with the Office of
Financial Aid and havea committee
thatinterviewsand judges potential
candidates.

“The money was given by them
[the greeks], so we want to give it
back to them,” Kramer said.

AccordingtoMoreland, the IFC’s
goal is toaward two to three $1,000

scholarships every year.

Most greeks felt that this was a
step in the right direction.

“I think it’s a good idea because
it encourages people who join
fraternities to keep up their GPA,”
said Brendan O’Leary, a first-year
Chemical Engineering majorand a
member of Tau Kappa Epsilon.

“Academics are not always first.
Butwhen you're giving out scholar-
ships, it helps to influence members

of the greek community to increase
academics and compete.”

Benji White, a second-year Bio-
medical Engineering major and a
member of Delta Sigma Phi, said that
he had a similar viewpoint.

“I think it’s a great idea. While
some fraternities already have
scholarships for good grades, I think
it'd also promote high leadership,”
Whitesaid. “Iguess some people will
see a few people get it the first time

around, and then they would start
to work for it. In the beginning ic'd
be random people thatare doing well
out there on campus and making a
difference.”

“This is something we're really
excited about. We set some goals to
make a lasting impact on campus
and on greek life in general, and
I think creating this scholarship
fund will achieve that goal for us,”
Kramer said.
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Need Spring/Summer Housing??7?
The Chi Psi Lodge has rooms for:
$1500/Spring
approx. $800/Summer

Kitchen
Furniture

Laundry

The Lodge is located at 150 4™ Street NW on the
corner of 4™ Street and Techwood Dr. at GT’s East
Campus.

Contact: Micheal Shutze
vicepres @ gtchipsi.org -or- 404.892.9623

LAN Internet Connection

Accommodations for Men and Women

Cable TV

Utilities Parking

In-person Registation at Box Office: Jan 11- Feb 3
Phone and Online Registration: Jan 12 - Feb 3
Late Reg. (person/phone only): Feb 4 - Feb 17

Accepted payment: cash, check, Buzzcard,

and credit/debit card

If you have any questions, please call 404-894-2805
For a complete listing of classes, visit www.fun.gatech.edu
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Grading from page 1

who got an 81 and one who got an
89, I know there is a huge amount
of difference in the work that those
students put in to get those grades,
but there is no way to differentiate
between the two,” Smith said.

“Personally, Iwould like to see the
system in place,” he said. “It gives
the students more precise feedback
and differentiates better what the
student’s performance actually is.”

Smith acknowledged that it
was not solely up to him to decide
whether or not the new system went
into affect.

“[The new system] is not some-

GSS

group had originally requested
$5,000 but told the committee that
they had raised half of the money
elsewhere.

Thesecond bill which passed was
a joint allocation to iMovie Fest.
An organizational representative
explained thatthe five-minute films
created by students in one week
would be aired late February at the
Ferst Center.

Stuart added that two years ago
iMovie Festwon theannual Burdell’s
Best Award.

Organizational representatives
then answered questions regarding
funding from the senators. In the
middle of discussion on the bill,
Keller called for a roll call. “T have
to call for arole call because we may
have lost quorum,” he said.

Keller urged senators to move
through business more swiftly as a
result of recent problems with too
many senators departing the meeting

from page 3

thing thatshould be dictated by the
faculty,” Smithsaid. “Itissomething
that should be dictated by the
students. I feel the students should
make the decision whether or not to
implement the program. I will ask
the Academic Affairs Committee
and the SGA to give me advice on
the matter.”

According to Smith, however,
many students are against the plus/
minus system.

“Students feel there is too much
emphasis on grades, and this would
increase thatemphasis,” Smith said.
“However, what it does give the
student is a more precise measure
of performance.”

“The first time I talked about

prior to its conclusion.

After counting the number of
senators present, however, Keller
announced that quorum was met
with 19 senators.

Micah Lucas, chair of the JFC,
then quickly proceeded to give a
report in which he delineated the
amendments JFC was recommend-
ing. The senators agreed to amend
thebillinaccordance with JFC’srec-
ommendationsand voted to allocate
$2,269 to the organization.

The finalbill, ajointallocation to
the Mars Society at Georgia Tech,
passed with no discussion. Senators
agreed to fund the organization’s
request for a total of $1,630 after
amending thebill to reflect changes
that had been suggested by JFC,
reducing the amount because the
organization requested funding for
an event featuring guest speakers.

The senators then passed a mo-
tion to adjourn the meeting without
commencing Open Forum, optingto
hold any issues until next week.

[the program] wasat the Leadership
Retreat last week,” he said. “There
was a lot of resistance to it at the
conference. Itwasjustadiscussion,
butI foundalotof students there have
had a negative reaction to it.”

“IdonotknowreallyhowIwould
feel about that [type of system],”
said Blake West, a fourth-year In-
dustrial Engineering major. “Idon’t
think I would like losing a third of
a point for simply getting a minus
onagrade.”

If the new system passes through
the student government in the next
few weeks, students will be seeing
pluses and minuses next to their
grades as soon as this summer
term.

UHR

Anotherissuelaid outin the plan
is storm water drainage. Buildings
recently constructed or currently
under construction have buile-in
systems to capture, store and reuse
rainwater.

An Eco-commons, which is
basically awaterway that will travel
from the Burger Bowl to the tennis
courts across from the Coliseum, is
included in the master plan to be
constructed on campus.

The plan also calls for historic
or “special” places on campus to be
preserved. Currently, no measures
are being taken to make sure that
nothingisbuiltonsuchareas. Areas
under this designation include the
old quad in front of Tech Tower,
the mayor garden next to Skiles
and the glade behind the President’s
House.

The details of the master plan can
be viewed in depth at www.space.
gatech.edu/masterplan.htm.

from page 3

Bre/]aking
Bubble

lot of things went on outside

the bubble of Tech in the past
week. Here are a few important
events taking place throughout
the nation and the world.

Bolivia swearsin
Indian President

Bolivia swore its first Indian
president, EvoMorales, thesonofa
peasantfarmer,into office Sunday.
Morales promised, according to
CNN, toenddiscriminationagainst
nativelndians, the majority ethnic
group in Bolivia. He also said that
he would utilize the country’s gas
reserves to help the economy.

“I wish to tell you, my Indian
brothers, that the 500-year indig-
enous and popular campaign of
resistance has not been in vain,”
he said, referring to an attempt
to resist discrimination since the
Spanish conquest of 1520.

Moraleswaswidely supported
inBolivia,and celebrationsensued
with the announcement of his
victory. He said that his socialist
governmentwouldbettertheeco-
nomic situation in Bolivia, calling
free market economy a failure.

Moralesindicatedthathewould
liketohavegoodrelationswiththe
UnitedStatesbutsaidthathewould
hold on strongly to his socialist
government strategy.

“Startingwiththegovernment
of the United States and conclud-
ing with the government of Fidel
Castro, we have international
support,” he said.

Woman leaves kids for
Springer taping

Shannon Cook, a 25-year-old
fromWheaton, lll. pleaded guilty to
misdemeanorchildendangerment
andwas placed on probationfora
year last week.

Cook was arrested Oct. 19 of
last year after leaving her four
childrenaloneforseveral hoursin
order to see a taping of the “Jerry
Springer Show.”

“I didn’t think I'd be gone that
long,” she stated according to a
police report. Her three children
were placed in foster care.

Man attacks the
Fountainin France

Pierre Pioncelli, a 77-year old
Frenchman, was ordered to pay
afine of $262,700 (214,000 euros)
TuesdayforattackingtheFountain,
aporcelainurinalondisplayatthe
Pompidou Centerin Paris, France.
Built by Marcel Duchamp in 1917,
the Fountain was created during
theDadamovement, anearly20th
century modern art movement.

Pioncelli, who attacked the
urinal with a hammer, told police
that he was acting in the spirit of
theDadamovement.Accordingto
USAToday,theFountain’svaluehas
been estimated at $3.6 million.
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Portraits will be taken:
From: 8 AM - 5 PM
In: Juniper Room, Student Center Commons
January 30 through February 3
Cost: $2 sitting fee
Contact portraits@blueprint.gatech.edu for questions
Reserve your time at:
http://www .carlwolfscheduling.com/0106gatech/
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Room Interested in writing or help-
iNng with the Blueprint? Come
by our meetings every Thurs-
Burdell’s day night at 7 PM in the Stu-
dent Services Building
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