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LETTERS‘

Mislabeled Opinion

Editor:

Ordinarily, T find the
articles in the Georaia TecH
Avunvnt Macazing to be both
objective and informative. 1
was thercfore unpleasantly
surprised by Paul Craig
Roberts’ article in the sum-
mer issuc, “The Economy
Takes a Fall.” Roberts” ar-
ticle, which glorified the
economic policies of the
Reagan Administration of
which he was a member,
may have been appropri-
ate as an “op-ed” piece in
a newspaper or as the text
of a specch for a Republi-
can fund-raiser, but
seemed curiously out of
place in the alumni maga-
zine. Roberts is certainly
entitled to his opinions;
however. opinions should
be clearly labeled as such,
not disingenuously
wedged between objec-
tive, fact-hased articles in
the alumni magazine.

Louis Sorell, MS ChE '81

Katonah, N.Y.

Economic Time
Bombs
Editor:

[ strongly agree with
Paul Craig Roberts that
while Federal taxes
decreased in real dollars
during the 1980s, the
economy increased. As
value wus created in the
private scctor, the
economy grew.

What went right in the
1980s wus sclected eco-
nomic growth, a reduction
in the national trade deficit
in non-oil-related products,
and a realization that we

cannot tax our way into
prosperity. But what went
wrong will haunt us for
many decades:

e Shift in financial
resources to empty (tax
deductible) real es-
tate projects,
from R&D in
new products
and modern-
ization of
manufactur-
ing plants.

e Shift
in jobs from
high-paid, value-added to
low-paid service jobs.

e Increase in the cost of
living in real dollars, to the
point where both parents
in middle- and slightly up-
per-middle-class families
must work.

e Substantially in-
creased national debt.

e Destruction of the
U.S. corporation by take-
overs and spin-offs. Middle
management absorbed this
burden through lost jobs
and under-employment.
Computers further dis-
placed workers—a trend
which will continue.

e A “bean-counter”
mentality which promoted
short-term investment win-
dows and stifled long-term
corporate growth plans.

Whatever leadership
comes into the White
House, or whatever les-
sons we learned in the
1980s, the real economy of
the 1990s will only be im-
proved if the above time
bombs are addressed.

Jim Gibson, IM 68

Ormond Beach, Fla.

Economic
Propaganda
Editor:
In the summer issue
appeared an article by Paul
‘ Craig Roberts,
» - which was

propaganda for
AN, the economic

. Can
' Party.
Such statements should not
appear in the GEOrGia TEcH
ALUMNI MAGAZINE.

William C. Duckworth

Jr., ChE 54
Memphis, Tenn.

Double Standard
Editor:

Being so far away from
my favorite alma mater, I
always enjoy reading the
alumni magazine. It is
always particularly inspir-
ing to read about the suc-
cesses of other Tech
graduates. However, while
highlighting their achieve-
ments in “Women and
Technology” [summer
1991], the article displayed
some features that pro-
mote the double-standard
of gender.

The same issue featured
an article about faculty
member Philip J.W. Rob-
erts. I suppose that no one
presumed interest in his
personal life—there was
no mention of it—since
the inset box in the article
highlighted his academic
achievements, and appro-
priately so. Why is an

article about women
graduates incomplete un-
less their marital status,
name and profession of
their spouse, and age are
emphasized?
Deborah I. Friedman
M.D., ESM '79
Assistant Professor of
Neurology and
Ophthalmology
State University of New

York
Syracuse
Alcohol Alternative
Editor:

Glen Robinson’s article
on the inevitable energy
crisis, [“Darkness at the
End of the Tunnel,” sum-
mer 1991] was enlighten-
ing on many points, but
disappointing in its failure
to recognize the most
practical solution to a
major component of the
problem.

He apparently over-
looked, or chose to ignore,
the role of alcohol fuels,
and particularly methanol,
as an alternative to petro-
leum-based motor fuel.

Produced from a wide
choice of abundant do-
mestic resources, including
natural gas, coal and re-
newable bio-mass, metha-
nol is actually superior to
gasoline in many ways. It
is inherently cleaner-burn-
ing than gasoline or diesel
fuel, and has a natural oc-
tane rating of about 109.
Produced in commercial
fuel quantities and used in
engines designed to take
advantage of its unique
qualities, it is competitive

GEORGIA TECH e Letters 5




with gasoline on a cost-
per-mile basis. Unlike etha-
nol, which is produced
from costly food products
such as corn, methanol
requires no tax subsidies
to make it price-competi-
tive with gasoline.

Robinson speaks of the
need for “conservation” of
our dwindling reserves. In
its most practical motor
fuel configuration, metha-
nol is blended with 15%
ordinary gasoline to ensure
good cold-start characteris-
tics. What other method of
conservation, other than
Draconian tax increases,
can produce an 85% re-
duction of petroleum us-
age and cleaner air, while
preserving the safety and
convenience of full-size,
liquid-fueled automobiles
compatible with existing
fuel delivery systems and
the needs of most Ameri-
can drivers?

Unfortunately, methanol
does have its detractors.
Almost without exception,
they are motivated by their
own commercial interests.
Some major oil companies
regard methanol as a chal-
lenge to their plans to real-
ize higher prices for the
petroleum reserves they
already control. The farm
lobby favors the far more
costly and tax-subsidized
ethanol, notwithstanding
the fact that its production
encroaches upon food
crops in a world where
starvation is a daily fact of
life for a large part of the
population.

Yes, there are some
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problems with methanol,
but there are also solutions
to these problems. Metha-
nol is toxic, but gasoline is
equally so. It is corrosive
to some common metal
and rubber parts, but com-
patible and economical
materials are available. Tt
has a lower energy content
by volume than gasoline,
but this is largely offset by
its higher thermal effi-
ciency, which permits the
use of very-high-compres-
sion-ratio engines.

Methanol won'’t work in
today’s engines, but Ford,
among others, has already
built hundreds of flexible-
fuel vehicles able to run
on any mixture of gasoline
and methanol. These cars
have been proven in mil-
lions of miles of use by the
California Highway Patrol,
Bank America, and a vari-
ety of taxi fleets, especially
in smog-impacted areas. In
volume production, the
cost of methanol-compat-
ible vehicles will closely
approximate that of con-
ventional models of similar
size, safety, mileage and
emission standards.

It is hard to understand
how the subject of alterna-
tive energy can be ad-
dressed without a major
focus on the role of alco-
hol fuels. Let’s lay aside all
the false hopes of tax-
driven conservation and
the profit motives of spe-
cial interests, and get on
with a permanent solution
to the nation’s motor fuel
needs.

Jack ‘Alexander, CLS ’49

Member, Society of Au-
tomotive Engineers
Chairman, Alexander-
Seewald Co. Inc.
Atlanta

Nuclear Solution?
Editor:

It was interesting to
note the contrast between
two articles in your sum-
mer issue concerning fu-
ture energy needs.

In the feature article,
Pete Silas, Phillips Petro-
leum CEO and chairman
of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce board of direc-
tors, was quoted as saying,
“We need more nuclear
power. We are short of
power generation. . . .
We've got to develop our
resources.” The article also
stated that we need more
non-petroleum-based
power sources in addition
to conservation, and Silas
stated, “We can’t conserve
our way out of the
problem.”

However, in the article,
“The Darkness at the End
of the Tunnel,” author
Glen Robinson dismissed
the potential for increased
contribution from a vital
source of electricity by stat-
ing that “Our hope for en-
ergy independence by
nuclear power has been
dashed for now.” He also
said that “There appears to
be no . . . significant new
supply of energy . . . in the
near future.”

I strongly support
energy conservation,
energy efficiency improve-
ments, greater use of elec-

tricity, and exploitation of

abundant coal 1o reduce
our dependence on for-
eign oil.

However, I agree with
Silas that we nceed to
develop all domestic
energy resources. including
uranium for nuclear-pow-
ered electric generating
plants. We necd more
nuclear power plints to
help meet our growing
need for electricity without
sacrificing environmental
quality. Nuclear power
produces 20 pereent of the
electricity consumed in the
U.S., and could contribute
much more. This non-pol-
luting energy source could
cleanly and safcly meet a
substantial portion of
future electrical generating
needs, but nuclear power
must be given a chance.
Perhaps if more of the
public and influential lead-
ers had the perspective of
Silas, and less were ex-
posed to negative thinking
like that expressed in “The
Darkness at the End of the
Tunnel,” it would be.

Hopefully, the nuclear
option will be sclected be-
fore it’s too late.

Albert M. Mangin,

PHYS ’68. MS NE "73

Marietta, Ga.
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TECHNOTES

Written by Gary Goettling

Tech Braces for Budget Cuts

eorgia Gov. Zell
Miller’s recom-
mended 7.5 per-
cent reduction in the Uni-
versity System’s resident
mstruction appropriation
could mean a $6.8 million
cut in Tech’s budget.
According to President
John P. Crecine, a large
portion of the resident in-
struction budget is com-
posed of personnel costs.
“There is no escaping the
fact that personnel costs at
all levels must be re-
duced,” he says. “Having
nearly exhausted our op-
tions for budget reductions
last year, there will be no
real option except to re-
duce personnel expenses
in both academic and non-
academic areas.”
Crecine hopes that

' enough reductions can be
made through early retire-
ments among faculty and
staff to avoid any further
layoffs.

He emphasized that lay-
offs, if necessary, will not
place an “excessive bur-
den” on any particular
group at Tech. He also
stated that the cuts would
be undertaken with a
“long-term view, protecting
as much as possible the
areas most important to
Georgia Tech’s future, and
those units and individuals

“who have consistently per-
formed at a high level.”

Some bond-funded
activities such as repair
and rehabilitation funding
and the $24 million for two
new Georgia Tech resi-
dence halls are not af-

fected by the cutbacks.

Techwood
Site for

 Olympic

.
Housing?
Proposals for new
Olympic athlete housing
are nearing completion as
the Oct. 4 deadline set by
Atlanta Mayor Maynard H.
Jackson approaches.
Preliminary plans devel-
oped by a team of consult-
ants to the Atlanta Housing
Authority (AHA) call for
incorporating 10 acres
located south of North Av-
enue between Techwood
Drive and Williams Street
into the Olympic housing
area. The property would
become the site of new

Olympic housing facilities are proposed for a site east of Techwood Avenue.
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dormitory buildings for stu-
dents after the 1990
Games.

The re-development
project would include con-
version of sonic Tech-
wood/Clark Howell struce-
tures into middlc-income
townhouses, create more
green space in the commu-
nity, and provide better
access to downtown At-
lanta.

The effort is designed to
create a less-populous,
more diverse ncighbor-
hood in the arca, and
would retain about half of
the public housing already
in place. The plan would
necessitate displacement of
perhaps several hundred
Techwood residents, who
would be able 10 choose
from among scveral reloca-
tion options being devel-
oped by the ATTA.

The original Olympic
housing plan called for a
pair of twin towers to be
built, one on cuach side of
North Avenue at ‘Tech-
wood. That plan would
have worsened Tech’s ex-
isting housing shortage,
according to Brad Satter-
field, ARCH "73, campus
architect.

“The North Tower con-
struction would have de-
molished Smith. Brown,
Cloudman and [Howell
residence halls, and
Brittain Dining I 1all,”
Satterfield says. “lech
would have gained only
half the bed count that was
assigned to the new build-
ing because of the loss of

| the existing bed count.”
TechNotes continned page 10






