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Put time, effort toward charity
“The simple act of 

community service needs to 
be sprinkled with a sugary 

coat...to become palatable.” 

Corbin Pon 
Assistant News Editor
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Quote of the week:
“Most truths are so naked that people 

feel sorry for them and cover them
up, at least a little bit.” 
—Edward R. Murrow

Serving Georgia Tech since 1911 

There are plenty of things that 
there are just not enough of. Money, 
time and food are some of the things 
I can’t shake out of my brain. Too 
bad, as the acquisition of these things 
tends to feed the greedy hunger 
of capitalism that every John and 
Jane Doe taught their children to 
embrace. It’s not a totally bad thing 
because it drives us to be great, but 
we’ve got to make sure we haven’t 
lost anything along the way—the 
spirit of charity, for instance.

I think it’s telling that as a society, 
we celebrate those who have excesses 
of scarce things. There’s the ultra-
wealthy businessman, the socialite 
media darling and heck, we even 
have celebrity chefs. 

However, could you name one 
of the most generous people in the 
world? For those of you thinking 
Bill Gates, don’t say it—at least not 
because of money he’s donated. 
It takes a lot more than signing a 
check. In fact, in my own way of 
promoting an earlier holiday season, 
I’ll say putting a dollar in your little 
sister’s hand and telling her to put it 
in Santa’s red pot during Christmas 
doesn’t count as charity.

The point I am getting at is that 
the spirit of giving has to do more 
with the energy, sweat and effort 
of your contribution rather than 
its monetary value. We’ve all seen 
the human-interest stories that are 
tacked onto the end of local news 
broadcasts, ones that introduce the 
wonderful family that has adopted 
a dozen kids to give them the lov-
ing family.

Too bad the story passes in one 
ear and out the other, and in an 
hour, you’ve forgotten all about it. 
Instead of forgetting, we should 
be celebrating these people for the 
sacrifices they have made to quietly 
give a life and an opportunity to 
their adopted children.

Now, as students, no one is 
expecting you to go and become 
a foster parent or leave school and 

spend the rest of your life working 
in a soup kitchen. What I’m really 
talking about is cutting a little time 
out of your life to provide a helping 
hand to those who might need it. 
Community service is one example. 
Those of you participating in a service 
organization, you know exactly what 
I’m talking about.

I was once asked by a mother 
for tips on getting her children to 
commit to their community service 
requirements that they needed for 
high school. It dawned on me that 
the very genuine act of getting kids 
involved with community service 
is a concept some kids are growing 
up seeing as a chore. The simple 
act of community service needs to 
be sprinkled with a sugary coat of 
one’s high school diploma to become 
palatable, to be sampled once and 
never again.

Now, I’ll be the first to admit that 
Tech isn’t the easiest environment 
to find time to volunteer, but I have 
heard that some of us have found 
free time every once in a while. For 
fear of sounding like a kindergarten 
teacher, even giving a little bit can 
make a difference.

If you can work at a food pantry 
once a month, great. If you see 
someone holding a food drive, don’t 
stop and think what a good idea this 
person had, make sure you return 
and at least drop off a can of soup. 
You don’t even have to do anything to 
donate blood, and the nurses provide 
free snacks afterwards. Make sure to 
remember to donate in the summer, 

because people tend forget to donate 
when snow and Christmas specials 
are no longer on the TV.

Even raising money is a good idea. 
Just make sure you’re not looking to 
get some kind of recognition for it, 
because that’s not the point. Don’t 
be so self-serving.

If you do think I’m wrong and 
have come up with counterpoints to 
all my examples, try simply helping 
your parents, or whomever raised 
you, do chores around the house. 
Not just because you know its your 
responsibility, but because they’re 
getting older and might need extra 
help once in a while.

Now I want to end this editorial 
on a positive note, so I’ll finish off 
by thanking those who are living up 
to this spirit of giving. Those of you 
participating in BOPSOP, Habitat 
for Humanities, TEAM Buzz and all 
the other organizations on the com-
munity service page of Tech, I want to 
thank you and hope you keep doing 
what you’re doing. For all the other 
organizations that don’t get that kind 
of publicity and are still fighting the 
good fight, this congratulations goes 
out to you too. 

However for the rest of us, let’s not 
let the spirit of charity die with the 
last words of this editorial. If you’re 
doing something now, keep at as long 
as you are able. If you haven’t quite 
gotten around to doing anything yet, 
let today be the day you put some 
thought into asking what you can 
do, and perhaps you can put those 
ideas into motion.
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With the ongoing rain that has moistened the streets of  
campus for the first time in months this week, it’s easy to 
assume that the worst of the drought is over. However, this 
would be a critical mistake, as we’ve only gotten a few inches 
of rain in the past few days and water levels remain at their 
lowest point in decades. Furthermore, there is little evidence 
that this week’s rain is a sign of more to come—not a good 
thing when we would need a full-fledged monsoon season to 
replenish the water supply.

The facilities department is already doing its part, using 
water recaptured from air conditioner condensation for plants 
and installing low-flow fixtures, among other measures. But 
the efforts of the grounds crews and the administration are not 
sufficient; students need to take up the challenge.

Considering how long the drought has been going on, it’s 
unfortunate that reactions are only starting to happen at this 
point. It’s never too late, however; beginning to conserve water 
now is better than not doing it at all.

There are many strategies for reducing one’s water con-
sumption, many of them obvious (taking shorter showers, 
for instance). Some of the less obvious yet helpful suggestions 
include switching to cooking methods that use less water, such 
as stir-frying or grilling and placing a water-filled container 
into your toilet tank.

In the end, though, the drought shouldn’t be the primary 
reason for conserving water; people should conserve it all the 
time. Atlanta is a growing metropolis with a severely limited 
water supply, and Tech is one of the largest water users in the 
city. Students should lead by example on this issue.

Funding follies
The Student Government Association passed several ques-

tionable bills this week, allocating $700 to themselves for a 
laptop and more than $27,000 to Musicians Network for an 
outdoor performance by the band Copeland.

The laptop, intended mainly to run SGA’s new PRS voting 
system, will not see enough use to justify the cost. Worse, it 
appears SGA failed to investigate alternatives like getting a 
computer installed in room 117 of the Flag building. This would 
not come out of the Student Activity Fee and be useful to all.

The concert bill, passed by UHR with virtually no debate, 
came up for discussion only two days before the band’s booking 
deadline. This is much too late for proper deliberation.

SGA should make sure our fees are spent appropriately; more 
careful oversight is necessary to achieve this.
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YOUR VIEWS LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SGA should back policy

OUR VIEWS HOT OR NOT

Booyah!
Notable and only moder-

ately  crazy stock market expert 
Jim Cramer came to Tech last 
week to tape an episode of his 
popular Mad Money TV show 
for CNBC. The show brought 
national attention to Tech’s 
College of Management, which 
has developed an increasingly 
good reputation in recent years. 
Students were also able to benefit 
from his useful yet occasionally 
insulting investment advice. 

‘No’ Generation
The Atlanta City Council’s 

passage of an ordinance that will 
prohibit those under drinking age 
from entering clubs and bars in 
the city is yet another misguided 
attempt to protect teenagers from 
themselves. The ordinance is ap-
parently motivated by concerns 
over youngsters consuming 
alcohol at these places—which, 
by the way, is already illegal. The 
council’s message to under 21-
year olds? Just drink at home. 

Festivities for all
Homecoming’s festivities got 

more inclusive this year, with 
traditionally Greek-dominated 
events like the Mini 500 and 
the Tournament of Champions 
seeing participation from other 
groups like Housing. Homecom-
ing should be a celebration for all 
of us, and it’s good to see more 
people involved. 

Random fencing
The College of Management’s 

outer courtyard has been com-
pletely fenced off, and construc-
tion equipment now occupies 
the area. The fencing is ugly and 
blocks nearly all the convenient 
entrances into the building. The 
Facilities department should let 
students know what they are try-
ing to accomplish at the site.

Personal responsibility sorely lacking
“It’s time for a lesson in 
humility, folks, because 

the consequences of our 
actions are our fault.” 

Mallory Velten 
Assistant Entertainment Editor

HOT‒or ‒NOT Unfortunately, recent years 
have been marked by litigious 
attacks upon the ability of stu-
dent representatives to debate 
funding decisions freely and to 
act independently. While no 
one can control the frivolous 
actions of others, we can control 
our response to the concerns en-
gendered by them. Over the past 
several years, such concerns have 
led to substantial revision of the 
policies by which SGA allocates 
the Student Activity Fee (SAF). 
While frequent consideration of 
the rules set by SGA is warranted, 
ensuring that students are treated 
fairly, the motivation for review 
must not be fear of lawsuits. 

The Institute stands as a center 
of education, debate, and the 
refinement of ideas and ideals. 
Nowhere in SGA, and perhaps 
on this campus, is the potential 
for debate over the SAF, fund-
ing decisions, and the value to 
the student body of the events 
for which funding is requested 

greater than in the Undergradu-
ate House of Representatives 
(UHR). The strength of SGA, a 
source of pride for the Institute, 
has long been that its members 
were free to act in what they be-
lieved to be the best interests of 
the study body, unconstrained by 
undue administrative influence. 
With the advance of legal threats, 
however, that era is ending. 

The members of SGA are 
elected to represent the student 
body—those who pay the SAF, 
and in whose sole interests 
decisions regarding these poli-
cies must be made. It was with 
tremendous disappointment, but 
little surprise, that I read that the 
Student Activities Committee 
may continue a disconcerting 
pattern of the application of 
administrative influence over 
decisions regarding the policies 
of the Joint Finance Committee 
and the SGA bylaws. 

See Policy, page 10

Have you heard the one about 
the woman in New York City who 
tried to kill herself by lying down 
on the subway tracks, then won 
a lawsuit for over nine million 
dollars for being hit by a train? 
What about the engineer who ac-
cidentally ran over and killed his 
co-worker, then sued the railroad 
for his own mental anguish? And 
who could forget about the guy 
who pressed charges against a 
bunch of fast food restaurants 
for making him obese?

With stuff like this going 
on, is it any wonder that the 
term “personal responsibility” 
has become completely alien to 
many Americans?

Considering that a significant 
number of people probably 
don’t even know what personal 
responsibility means, allow me 
to clarify. Personal responsibility 
means that you take responsibil-
ity for your own actions and that 
you accept the consequences of 
those actions. 

I’m not saying that if a doc-
tor accidentally amputates your 
foot, it just sucks for you. But 
it seems that nowadays when 
people do something that turns 
out bad for them, or if life just 
doesn’t go their way, instead of 
accepting it as their fault or the 
way life works, they turn to the 
courts to solve their problems and 
try to put the blame on someone 
else—not to mention score a 

couple million bucks.
Looking back over my years, 

I am deeply troubled at the vast 
number of potential lawsuits 
I could have taken advantage 
of that might have left me set 
for life. 

For example, when I was in 
fifth grade, one of my classmates 
brought chocolate bunnies to 
school and distributed them 
to almost everyone in the class, 
except for about four kids, myself 
included. Clearly, I should have 
seized the opportunity to sue 
the girl for all she was worth, 
on the charges of emotional 
distress and mental anguish. 
Heck, I also could have sued my 
teacher, the school, the county 
and even the company that made 
the chocolate! 

And why stop there? To think 
that all of my student loans could 
already be paid off if I had just 
thought like so many other 
Americans.

This is how the insane lawsuit 

process seems to work. First,  
the “victim” hires a lawyer and 
presses charges against anyone 
in any way related to the bad 
thing. Then, he presses some 
more charges against anyone in 
any way related to the first group. 
The idea is to sue as many people 
as possible so as to increase your 
chances of getting money from 
someone.  

Sometimes the plaintiffs don’t 
even care about the money—they 
say they’re just suing to “prove a 
point.” Funny how these crusad-
ing spirits just happen to be suing 
for millions, though. And you 
can bet your bottom dollar that 
their lawyers aren’t interested in 
proving anything—they’re much 
more interested in paying for their 
vacation houses in Majorca. 

It’s no wonder that people 
hate lawyers so much, as, un-
fortunately, a number of them 
are in some ways responsible 
for this phenomenon. What the 
first lawyers approached about a 

stupid lawsuit should have done 
was laugh the potential clients 
out of the building.

Unfortunately, lawyers are 
human, so when people come 
up to them with an idea for some 
insane and/or frivolous suit, they 
recognize that it might just help 
pay for their retirement (seeing 
as in most cases, they get paid 
whether they win or lose the 
case). 

I’m not saying that the lawyers 
are entirely to blame. It’s really 
more of this attitude that people 
seem to have nowadays—“noth-
ing is ever my fault.” People 
will—and do—go to ridiculous 
lengths to avoid accepting the 
blame for the consequences of 
their actions. A couple in New 
York tried to sue a health club 
for “loss of consortium” and 
“emotional distress” because 
(I’m not making this up) the 
man supposedly cut his hand 
on a towel dispenser in the club’s 
bathroom, leading to a temporary 
affair with a woman he met online 
while he was forced to stay home 
recovering.

I think this “nothing is 
ever my fault” state of mind 
comes from the predominantly 
American belief that we’re more 
powerful, hence, better, than all 
the other countries. People seem 
to have taken this belief to the 

Peony Park
Second-year IAML

“The fact that some of my pro-
fessors use it and some don’t.”

BUZZ
Around the Campus
What is your biggest 
T-Square frustration?

Photos by Blake Israel

Mohamed Elgeneidy
Third-year ECON

“Why do they always have to 
change it?”

Roland Krystian Alberciak
Graduate CS

“I can depend on it.”

Deborah Ortiz
Graduate CHEM

“I don’t get emails on time.”
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See Fault, page 10
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Macbeth
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student $5
faculty $8

general $10
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directed by Eddie Maise

And Don’t Forget the
Rest of the Season:

What Happened to
Mr. Sugarlumpkins?

June 27, 28,
July 2, 3, 5, 9, 10,
11, and 12, 2008

Variety Tech
November 30 and
December 1, 2007

Urinetown
April 4, 5, 9, 10, 11,

12, 17, 18, and 19, 2008

As a former longtime member of 
the UHR, I disagree vehemently with 
the approved policy, and believe that 
it muzzles student representation in 
the interest of maintaining overly 
expansive legal cover for the Tech ad-
ministration. I recognize, however, 
that this is the policy adopted by the 
representatives of the student body. 
The possibility that SAC will refuse 
to accept this decision is indicative 
of a disregard for the importance of 
effective student representation and 
self-determination. 

I would suggest to any adminis-
trator for whom the heat of stand-
ing for a truly independent student 
government is too much to take that 
they get out of the kitchen. There is 
certainly value to administrators 
advising students, as long as advice 
and coercion do not simply go by 

Bill Hamilton’s essay last week is 
a glimpse into a greater problem with 
America. The “homo sex is sin” crowd 
is a part of a larger group of American 
Christians who demand that we 
continue to deprive homosexual 
individuals of equal rights based 
solely upon their religious beliefs. 
I do not see any need to analyze 
the specifics of the argument that 
homosexuality is a sin according to 
the bible, because it is apparent to 
anyone who’s read the bible that the 
book specifically declares that it is. 
Nor do I see any need to analyze the 
different theologies that have sprung 
up around the particular book.

The greater problem is that 
America is being held hostage by 
a segment of the population that 
demands we bow to their opinions. 
America has long been a country that 
holds to the principle of personal 
liberty and separation of church and 
state. However, the Christian Right 
demands that we deny individuals 
freedom based upon their beliefs.

The first problem with this is, of 
course, that they have no proof for 
their religion. Indeed, science has 
disproved various tenets taught by 
Christianity over the years. Yet, they 
demand that America enshrine their 
religious morality into law and spread 
the lie that America is a “Christian 
Nation” despite the massive amount 
of evidence to the contrary.

There is not one practical iota 
of difference between a person that 
believes in Christianity and a person 
that believes in astrology. Both are 

unscientific beliefs based on absurd 
principles, but individuals may 
choose to believe what they will. 

The problem comes with the 
demand that everyone else follow 
the principles of their religion. Why 
should the Jews, Muslims, Hindus 
or atheists in America have to obey 
Christian doctrine? Throughout U.S. 
history,  Christians have repeatedly 
pushed to deny individual freedom. 
I can point at a dizzying array of 
examples: Prohibition, women’s 
suffrage, the denial of equal rights 
for homosexuals and the attempts 
to force scientific theories such as 
evolution out of the schools. It is clear 
that Christianity is the single greatest 
threat to American freedom.

Joshua Justice
gth807a@mail.gatech.edu
Third-year CS

Evangelist misrepresents 
“God’s word” in letter

This past week the Technique 
published a letter to the editor by 
evangelist Bill Hamilton, who at-
tempted to interpret God’s word for 
the campus. The only problem is his 
interpretation is wrong.

His most egregious claim is that 
God hates sinners, which is effective-
ly everyone. There are innumerable 
problems with this claim, starting 
with the evidence. In his attempt to 
back up this statement with scripture, 
Hamilton violates generally accepted 
practice for Biblical interpretation. 

The passage should be translated 
literally; that is, the practical in-
terpretation of the passage and its 
relevance in regards to context, time 
period, authorship, etc.

The verse he quoted, written 
nearly 1,000 years before Christ, 
came out of David’s comparison of 
his holiness and virtue versus the 
sinfulness of his enemies. To interpret 
this verse as the voice of God declar-
ing his hatred of all who do wrong 
is the height of ignorance. 

Additionally, this statement runs 
contrary to the very nature of God. 
Were it true, I find it hard to believe 
that God would send his only son 
to die for our sins. During his time 
on earth, Jesus only congregated 
with sinners. In fact, it was the pious 
Pharisees and Sadducees whom Jesus 
referred to as “a brood of vipers” and 
whose faith he questioned. 

Why did he react this way? At the 
time, these were the men whom ev-
eryone considered to be the godliest. 
But Jesus knew they acted this way 
for their own glory, not for the glory 
of God, and he called them on it. 

If you want to reach college stu-
dents you should spend some time 
getting to know us and loving us, like 
Jesus did. Telling us we’re going to 
hell will not change anyone. 

I would like to invite anyone curi-
ous about the true nature of God to 
open the Bible and begin to read.

Jonathan Elmer
jelmer@gatech.edu
Fifth-year MGT

Christianity viewed differently
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the same name. 

William Welch
will.welch@gatech.edu
Sixth-year IE

Sly tree removal upsets 
absent tree huggers

In case Tech had any tree huggers, 
the school ensured they’d be away 
on Fall Break while they removed 
one of the campus’s largest trees. 
Bartlett Tree Experts cut down the 
four-foot diameter tree that used 
to shade the north end of Yellow 
Jacket Park. 

Cutting down this apparently 
healthy tree is contradictory to Tech’s 
stance on environmental leadership. 
I hope it makes a nice table.

James Norman
jnorman3@mail.gatech.edu
ChBE Grad student

individual level, at which they think, 
“I’m better than everyone else…and 
if I’m better than everyone else, 
then there’s no way that anything 
bad is my fault.” Well, it’s time for 
a lesson in humility, folks, because 
the consequences of our actions are 
our fault.

It is the responsibility of the 
individual to be aware of the risks in-
herent in performing certain actions 
(such as, oh, say, lying down on train 
tracks), using certain products, etc. 
While it is true that corporations do 
have some responsibility to provide 
information about their products so 

Fault from page 9 that consumers can make themselves 
aware of any major risks, it is still 
the job of the individual to apply 
common sense and take the obvious 
precautions. If you do something 
dumb, it’s your own fault. 

People love to read about these 
crazy lawsuits. They’re so absurd that 
it’s hard to believe they’re for real. But 
that’s the really scary thing—they 
are real. This ridiculous phenom-
enon needs to be stopped before it 
gets out of hand—well, any more 
out of hand. But in case you don’t 
agree—and if you’re reading this 
article while walking to class and you 
trip and break your ankle—I’d just 
like to say that I have a good lawyer 
just in case.


