Inside:

IMTC helps the High .....?2
Ferst Center schedule .... 3
In-BuieFosressl S s5ryige, % o, /13

Campus Events ......... 4

THE

WH

ISTLE

FAcuLTY/STAFF NEWSPAPER

Volume 32, Number 20 ¢ June 4, 2007

THE GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Women'’s tennis
team wins national
championship

Athletic Association

unior Kristi Miller, freshman
' Amanda McDowell and sopho-

more Christy Striplin won sin-
gles matches and then senior Alison
Silverio provided the clinching victory
to give Georgia Tech a 4-2 victory
over UCLA in the national champi-
onship match May 22 at Henry Field
Stadium in Athens, Ga. The champi-
onship is the first NCAA title in any
sport for Georgia Tech, which has
also won four national championships
in football via wire service polls.

“I just couldn’t be happier,” said
Tech head coach Bryan Shelton,
whose team finished the season at
29-4. “We fought our tails off. For Ali
(Silverio) to come through in the
clutch one more time for us in the
final match of her career is just unbe-
lievable.”

Tech fell behind by losing the dou-
bles point and then trailed 2-1 before
Miller and Striplin put the Jackets
back on top 3-2. Tech trailed in the
remaining match when Silverio won
the third and deciding set. Silverio,
who also clinched the Jackets’ quar-
terfinal win over Fresno State, was
named the Most Valuable Player of
the NCAA Tournament.

“It’s been an unbelievable four
years,” she said. “I came into this pro-
gram and we were ranked 42nd, and
now we’re No. 1. That’s an unbeliev-
able accomplishment.

“The crowd was unbelievable and
the support from my team and coach-
es — I couldn’t ask for any more from
them.”

McDowell won her 10th straight
match and her team-leading 39th of
the season. She was undefeated in
the NCAA matches, earning her a spot
on the all-tournament team. Striplin
was also named to the all-tournament
team.

Tech was playing in an NCAA title
game for just the third time in school
history. The men’s basketball team
lost in 2004 and the baseball team
was defeated in 1994 in the Jackets’
two previous title game appearances.

The Yellow Jackets finished the
season with a record-high 29 wins in
2007, including finishing on a 21-
match winning streak.

WE'RE NUMBER ONE!
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Coach Bryan Shelton and members of the women’s tennis team celebrate after earning Tech’s first NCAA championship.

Associate vice provost to step
down, return to faculty

C iting a desire to resume his
teaching and research, Howard
Rollins has announced his
decision to resign his position as
associate vice provost of International
Programs. Effective June 30, he will
return to the faculty as a professor in
Georgia Tech’s School of Psychology.

Rollins began his current position
at Georgia Tech in 2003, with the ini-
tial title of director of International
Education. Over a four-year period, he
has contributed substantially to the
Institute’s internationalization and to
the recognition of Georgia Tech as
one of the leading U.S. universities in
international education.

Perhaps his single most important
contribution is his leadership in the
creation of the International Plan, a
new initiative intended to graduate
globally competent undergraduates.
Professor Rollins chaired the universi-
ty-wide faculty committee that devel-
oped this initiative, facilitated its
progress through school, college and
campus-wide committees, and then

led the faculty committee in the
implementation of the plan. Currently,
students may receive the
International Plan designation for 23
different majors, and nearly 300 have
elected to participate in its first two
years of operation.

The International Plan has been
widely acclaimed as one of the most
innovative new international programs
because it tightly integrates interna-
tional learning and experience into
each student’s major. In 2005, the
International Plan was awarded sec-
ond place in a national competition
for the Heiskel Award for Innovation
in Internationalization by the Institute
for International Education (IIE). Last
year, Georgia Tech was honored to
receive the Senator Paul Simon
Internationalization Award from
NAFSA (the international association
of international educators) for all of
its internationalization efforts.

Rollins has been instrumental in

Rollins continued, page 3

Ferst Center announces
new season schedule

The Ferst Center for the Arts last week
announced its 2007-2008 perform-
ance season, with the Georgia Tech
venue set to host 10 Atlanta pre-
mieres and more than 25 audience
favorites from around the globe.

“l am pleased to
present the 2007-
2008 season,” said
Ferst Center Director
Jay Constantz. “I am encouraged and
excited that the audience has con-
nected with the performances over
my five seasons here and that we
have been able to grow the program-
ming by understanding what our audi-
ences are interested in seeing.”

Special five-show ticket packages
— at a 20 percent discount off indi-
vidual tickets — are on sale at the
Box Office in the Student Center.
Individual tickets go on sale in
August. Faculty, staff and students are
also eligible for discounted tickets.

“One of the great benefits of work-
ing at Georgia Tech is the opportunity
to see some of the world’s top per-
formers at a fraction of the cost,”
Constantz said.

For schedule,
see page 3
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Interactive display illuminates famous work of art

Telling the story behind an
Italian masterwork

Michael Hagearty
Institute Communications
and Public Affairs

hen Atlanta’s High Museum
of Art needed some techni-
cal expertise to augment

one of its special exhibitions, they
contacted Georgia Tech.

More specifically, the museum
asked Tech'’s Interactive Media
Technology Center (IMTC) to create
an interactive informational kiosk
that would help provide a greater
depth of understanding to patrons
visiting a rare exhibition of one of
the masterworks of the Renaissance.

The exhibition, comprised of three
newly restored panels and four deco-
rative pieces from Italian sculptor
Lorenzo Ghiberti’s “Gates of
Paradise,” is on a brief tour of the
United States. That represents a frac-
tion of the work, and curators want-
ed to present this artistic achieve-
ment in its entirety. For Brian Jones,
a research engineer at IMTC, the task
was to complete their vision.

“The High Museum already had an
idea in mind to tell the story up front
and then allow users to zoom in clos-
er to examine the detailed work,” he
said.

The doors consist of 10 bronze
panels depicting scenes from the Old
Testament, installed on the east side
of the Baptistery of St. John in
Florence, Italy. Each panel depicts
more than one episode, and each is
sculpted in relief, giving the illusion
of depth to the scene.

Using special photography sup-
plied by the High Museum, Jones and
his team were able to give users inti-
mate access to Ghiberti’s techniques.

“These photographs show greater

detail than just looking at the exhib-
it,” he said. “When you have good
content you can have a good prod-
uct, and those photographs were the
key to our success on this project.”

Controls for the arcade-style inter-
face consist of a trackball and but-
tons for self-guided direction. The
user can use the zoom buttons and
trackball to zoom and pan the
images — getting in close enough at
times to see how the panels have
weathered over 450 years.

The exhibition will be on display
at the High through July 15, and sub-
sequently travel to the Art Institute of
Chicago and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York before
returning to Florence. Museum offi-
cials say it will be the only time the
works will travel to the United States.

Directly under the Office of the
Vice Provost for Research and
Innovation, IMTC operates on a col-
laborative basis with a variety of
clients both on and off campus.
Previously located in the GCATT
building on 14" Street, IMTC moved
closer to campus with the opening of
Technology Square

They might be described as inte-
grators — bringing in research devel-
oped by other labs to create a
demonstration or an application for
commercial use. Together with the
BioMedical Interactive Technology
Center and the Center for Signal and
Image Processing, IMTC have helped
the formation of several technology
companies operating in Georgia.

For more information...

e The bronze doors were originally
commissioned in 1425 to adorn the
Baptistery of St. John in Florence, ltaly,
and consist of 10 panels, each telling o
story from the Old Testament. They took
nearly 25 years to complete.

e The stories depicted are Adam and
Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah, Abraham,
Isaac with Esau and Jacob, Joseph,
Moses, Joshua, David, and Solomon
and the Queen of Sheba.

* The complete work is 20 feet tall and
weighs three tons.

¢ The appellation “Gates of Paradise”
was given by fellow Renaissance artist
Michelangelo.

More details on Ghiberti’s doors...

¢ The doors now on the Baptistery are
gilded bronze reproductions, after it
was determined that the originals were
deteriorating and must be moved
indoors. The originals are housed near-
by in the Museum of the Opera del
Duomo.

¢ A replica of the doors is installed in
San Francisco’s Grace Cathedral.

* The “Gates of Paradise” were actually
Ghiberti’s second commission for the
Baptistry. In 1401, the 21-year-old
sculptor won the right fo create the
doors for the northern entrance. The
gilded bronze doors consist of 28 pan-
els, mostly depicting scenes from the
New Testament.

The kiosk offers a user-guided tour
through each of Ghiberti’s 10 panels,
showing the techniques he used to
achieve the artwork'’s three-dimensional
effects.
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Users select which panel they want to
examine, read about the stories they
depict, or zoom in for even greater detail
(below).
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A Peter White Christmas t
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Hidalgo 1
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State Symphony Orchestra of
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Irvin Mayfield and the New
Orleans Jazz Orchestra t
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Savion Glover T

2007-08 Ferst Center for the Arts schedule

Saturday, February 16
Cirque-Work in “Birdhouse
Factory” e¥

Saturday, February 23
Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance
Company «

Saturday, December 1
Turtle Island String Quartet with

Friday, March 14
Yundi Li et

Saturday, March 15
Mindi Abair T

Friday, March 28

Paula Poundstone §

Saturday, March 29
An Evening with Ricky Skaggs
and Bruce Hornsby 1

Sunday, March 30
Audra McDonald 1

Saturday, April 5
Gilbert and Sullivan’s “The
Mikado” by the Carl Rosa
Opera Company e

Edgar Meyer 1 Peter Schickele and PD.Q. Bach ¥
Sunday, October 28 Saturday, February 2
Bellydance Superstars « African Children’s Choir ot Key:
e Atlanta Premiere § Comedy
Friday, November 2 Friday, February 15 + Music ¥ Variety
Ballet Folklorico de Mexico de The McCoy Tyner Trio with « Dance
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assisting with the development of a number of
programs for Georgia Tech students, expanding

the range of study abroad programs and providing

new prodgrams for international students. He also
facilitated the development of the International
House (I-House), a living-learning program that
enables both U.S. and international students to
live together and learn about international stud-
ies.

As chair of the Singapore Steering Committee,
Rollins helped develop a long-range plan for
Georgia Tech’s growing presence and importance
in Singapore. This initiative resulted in a recom-
mendation to establish a more substantial physi-
cal presence in Singapore, and may soon lead to
other important new initiatives.

Rollins has always sought out opportunities to
tackle new and complex challenges. With the
provost’s recent reorganization, Rollins contem-
plated other opportunities.

“The provost’s reorganization of his office
reflects an expansion of focus in Georgia Tech’s
internationalization efforts,” Rollins said. “This
shift led me to consider whether I might best
serve the university as an academic rather than
as an administrator. Much of my 39-year career
has been devoted to teaching, research and lead-
ership within psychology. Even though I have
been a full-time administrator for more than a
decade, I have always considered myself first and
foremost to be a member of the faculty, and so it

After four years leading
Georgia Tech’s interna-
tionalization efforts,
Howard Rollins will step
down in favor of teaching
and research in the
School of Psychology.

gives me great pleasure to return to this role
now.”

Anderson Smith, senior vice provost for
Academic Affairs said, “Howard has been respon-
sible for much of Georgia Tech’s success in build-
ing our International Plan and for the recognition
given to Georgia Tech for its international educa-
tional programs. While we regret his decision to
leave the position, we understand his desire to
return to an academic role within the Tech com-
munity.”

For more information... ‘

Office of International Education
www.oie.gatech.edu

International Plan
www.internationalplan.gatech.edu
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IN BRIEF':

Search committees initiate

vice provost search
The Office of the Provost has announced the
formation of two committees to review applica-
tions for new positions within its organization.

Steve Salbu, dean of the College of
Management, is chairing a search committee to
identify a vice provost of International
Initiatives, who will serve as the campus coordi-
nator for all international educational opportuni-
ties. Likewise, Ivan Allen College Dean Sue
Rosser will chair the committee seeking a vice
provost for Graduate and Undergraduate
Studies, who will oversee and coordinate all
activities and programs in support of graduate
and undergraduate education.

All materials and nominations will be held in
confidence until a group of finalists is
announced. A period for public interviews and
open discussions with the finalists will follow.

Nomination materials are due June 18, and
it is anticipated that the committees will make
recommendations later this summer. For more
details, including search committee members,
visit www.provost.gatech.edu.

Annual faculty disclosure

deadline approaching
The Georgia Tech Conflict of Interest Policy
mandates that each year on July 1, every aca-
demic and general faculty member must dis-
close, in writing, any conflict of interest that
arises in the course of the faculty member’s
employment.

The department chair or laboratory director
should sign all completed disclosure forms. If
no activities are reported, the completed form
should remain on file at the unit level. These
are formal institutional records and are subject
to audit.

The Conflict of Interest policy is available
under Section 38 of the Faculty Handbook,
www.academic.gatech.edu/handbook. For
more information, contact the Office of the Vice
Provost for Research and Innovation at 894-
8884.

Research funding opportunity
The Health Systems Institute (HSI) has
announced its 2007-08 seed grant funding pro-
gram for collaborative and interdisciplinary
research projects to stimulate improvements in
health care. HSI has established this program in
collaboration with Children’s Healthcare of
Atlanta, the College of Engineering and the
College of Computing. The research must relate
directly to research thrusts and applications in
health care, and the objectives of the project
should include an outcome that will benefit
patients. Evaluation of each proposal will be on
the basis of scientific merit, potential health
care impact and significance, the potential for
commercialization and for obtaining further sup-
port.

Proposals must be submitted in Word format
by Friday, June 15, via the HSI online submis-
sion system at www.hsi.gatech.edu/
seedgrantcfp. An oversight committee will
review the proposals, and finalists will be noti-
fied in July for funding to begin August 15.
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