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Jerry Jackson (left) and Jerel Harris, both employees in Environmental Health 
and Safety, fill containers with hand sanitizers for distribution on campus.
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TECH MOVING FORWARD: FALL 2020

VICTOR ROGERS 
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

When Shelley Wunder-Smith 
volunteered to brush up on her sewing 
skills to help an organization called 
Sewing Masks for Area Hospitals 
(SMAH), she had no idea she would end 
up becoming the group’s communica-
tions director.

“I was like a lot of people, just 
absolutely desperate to do something 
helpful and meaningful during the 

pandemic,” said Wunder-Smith, a 
senior writer-editor for the H. Milton 
Stewart School of Industrial and Systems 
Engineering (ISyE). “I haven’t sewn 
since I was a kid but was willing to do 
whatever I could to support SMAH’s 
mission.”

That mission is to provide supplemen-
tary cloth face coverings to healthcare 
professionals experiencing shortages of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Read more at c.gatech.edu/smah.

Tech Volunteers Support 
Mask-Making Organization

SMAH has delivered more than 55,000 
face coverings to area hospitals.
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Georgia Tech is planning for in-person 
instruction for the fall semester.

The fall calendar looks different, but 
students will have the same number of 
contact days with instructors. Changes 
have been made to discourage travel, 
including canceling fall break and ending 
fall instruction by Thanksgiving break. 
Reading days and final assessments will 
be administered in a hybrid format, and 
the calendar will be modified.

Because of ongoing health risks, 
a return to campus does not mean a 
return to the normalcy of our previous 
environment. Yet, with effort by each one 
of us and some adjustments in the way we 
teach, learn, and interact with one another 
in classrooms and labs, workspaces, and 
everywhere else on campus, we will be 
able to resume our activities and deliver 
on our mission while minimizing risk.

Read more on page 4.

http://news.gatech.edu/whistle
http://c.gatech.edu/smah
http://www.news.gatech.edu/2020/06/09/tech-volunteers-support-mask-making-organization
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Electrician David Brown, past Georgia 
Tech Staff Council president, will serve 
as chair-elect of the University System of 
Georgia Staff Council for 2020–21.

The University System of Georgia (USG) 
Board of Regents appointed seven 
Georgia Tech faculty members Regents 
Professors, the highest academic recogni-
tion bestowed by the USG. The seven 
Regents Professors are: Marilyn Brown, 
Brook Byers Professor in Sustainable 
Manufacturing in the School of Public 
Policy; Suresh Sitaraman, Morris 
M. Bryan Jr. Professor in Mechanical 
Engineering in the George W. Woodruff 
School of Mechanical Engineering; 
Jeffrey Skolnick, Mary and Maisie 
Gibson Chair in Computational Systems 
Biology and GRA Eminent Scholar 
in the School of Biological Sciences; 
Prasad Tetali, professor in the 
School of Mathematics and the School 
of Computer Science; Vigor Yang, 
professor in the Daniel Guggenheim 
School of Aerospace Engineering; Lisa 
Yaszek, professor in the School of 
Literature, Media, and Communication; 
and Ellen Zegura, Stephen Fleming 
Chair in the School of Computer Science.

Frank Dellaert, a professor in the School 
of Interactive Computing, and affiliated 
with the Machine Learning Center at 

Georgia Tech and GVU Center, has been 
honored with the IEEE ICRA Milestone 
Award at the 2020 IEEE International 
Conference on Robotics and Automation.

Meilin Liu, Regents Professor and 
associate chair of Academics in the School 
of Materials Science and Engineering, 
made the Electrochemical Society list of 
2019 Class of Highly Cited Researchers. 
The list identifies scientists who produced 
multiple papers ranking in the top 1% 
by citations for their field and year of 
publication, demonstrating significant 
research influence among their peers.

Scott Marble, professor and William 
H. Harrison Chair in the School of 
Architecture and founding partner 
of Marble Fairbanks Architects, joins 
the ranks of the American Institute of 
Architects College of Fellows. Fellows 
are recognized for outstanding work and 
contributions to architecture and society.

Rampi Ramprasad, Michael E. 
Tennenbaum Family Chair in the School 
of Materials Science and Engineering, 
and Gleb Yushin, professor in the 
School of Materials Science and 
Engineering, were named fellows of the 
Materials Research Society.

Marilyn J. Smith, professor in the 
Daniel Guggenheim School of Aerospace 

Engineering, has been selected technical 
director of the Vertical Flight Society for a 
two-year term beginning July 1.

Erik Verriest, professor in the School of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering, has 
been named the Giovanni Prodi Chair in 
Mathematics at the Ludwig Maximilian 
University of Wuerzburg in Wuerzburg, 
Germany. The Giovanni Prodi Chair in 
Mathematics is awarded to a professor 
from abroad each semester to work at the 
university’s Institute of Mathematics. 

Hua Wang, associate professor in the 
School of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, was awarded a Director’s 
Fellowship from the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA). 
Wang is the first faculty member at 
Georgia Tech to receive this award.

Daniel Guggenheim School of Aerospace 
Engineering Professor Adam Steinberg 
is a part of a team recently recognized by 
the AIAA Propellants and Combustion 
Committee for contributions to “Influence 
of Cross-Frequency Interactions 
on Nonstationary Thermoacoustic 
Oscillations in a Rich-Burn Gas Turbine 
Combustor at Elevated Pressure.” The 
paper was chosen to receive the 2019 
AIAA Propellants and Combustion Best 
Paper Award.

FACULTY AND STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS

KRISTEN BAILEY 
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

A set of campus surveys this month is 
gauging the Georgia Tech community’s 
comfort with returning to campus and 
practicing health and safety measures 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Faculty, staff, and students have all 

received an email message inviting 
them to complete their respective 
survey. Responses are confidential, 
and results will be shared with senior 
leadership to inform what tools and 
support may be needed as employees 
and students return to campus. Results 
will be shared with the campus at large.

Undergraduate and graduate students 

can access the surveys for their  
groups at comm.gatech.edu/ 
moving-tech-forward/surveys. 
Employees received an email from 
Human Resources with their survey 
link, and faculty members also received 
a survey from the campus recovery task 
force. Employees have until Monday, 
June 29, to provide feedback.

Surveys Gauge Comfort With Return to Campus

http://news.gatech.edu/whistle
http://news.gatech.edu/whistle
https://news.gatech.edu/2020/06/16/surveys-gauge-comfort-return-campus
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TECH MOVING FORWARD:  
THANKS TO ESSENTIAL WORKERS

 Chris Conley, assistant sports turf 
manager with Georgia Tech Athletics, 
wears a mask while edging the 
field at Russ Chandler Stadium. He 
uses disinfecting wipes to clean the 
handles before storing the equipment. 
“We’re doing our part to help student-
athletes get back to campus safely,” 
he said.

Georgia Tech is taking steps to ensure the health and safety of students, faculty, and 
staff who will be on campus this summer and fall. Many jobs cannot be done remotely 

— custodians, landscapers, maintenance workers, post office staff, police officers, 
and others have been reporting to campus and keeping the Institute going since 

things went quiet in March. Here, we highlight a few employees doing their jobs while 
following the new health and safety guidelines. 

 Locksmith Salam Ali has worked at Georgia 
Tech since 1999. “Every task in my job is like 
the next level of my favorite video game,” 
he said. “Covid-19 has made it harder for me 
and everyone, with the extra precautions 
when touching doorknobs, levers, keys, and 
everything I put my hands on. Safety is the first 
priority to think about.”

 Custodian Juanita Slaton has worked at Tech for 16 years. “We’re taking 
extra precautions to keep everyone safe, including ourselves,” she said.

 David Stevenson, hazardous materials 
specialist in Environmental Health and Safety, 
holds a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from 
Georgia Tech. He enjoys getting to use his 
degree at his alma mater. “Since Covid-19 
started, with lab closures all over campus, our 
job has shifted away from lab-specific support 
to community support. We’re collecting and 
redistributing personal protective equipment 
for the Georgia Tech community to get back to 
work, so everyone has what they need.” 

 Valerie Edward, stationary engineer 
at the Holland Plant, enjoys many 
facets of steam plant operation. Her 
job has additional safety precautions 
because of Covid-19. “Following 
practices that have been prescribed 
by health authorities can be a 
challenge, but a necessary one for all 
of us,” she said.

http://news.gatech.edu/whistle
https://news.gatech.edu/features/tech-moving-forward-essential-workers
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Key Takeaways  
From the Fall Plan

•	 The fall academic calendar will be 
compressed to discourage travel, but students 
will have the same number of contact days 
with instructors. Fall classes begin Aug. 17, 
and there will not be a two-day fall break. Fall 
instruction will end by Thanksgiving break.

•	 Classes will be held in one of five delivery 
modes, ranging from a traditional format 
where physical distancing is viable to a 
variety of hybrid options leveraging online 
technology. 

•	 All study abroad, international internships, 
exchange programs, and any Georgia 
Tech-sponsored international curricular and 
co-curricular travel programs for Fall 2020 
are canceled. 

•	 Georgia Tech will retrain staff, adopt new 
cleaning methods, and redirect select 
operations to provide more time for cleaning 
and disinfection. Signage will be installed to 
encourage best practices regarding personal 
hygiene and the movement of people through 
campus spaces. 

•	 Georgia Tech will continue to encourage 
teleworking, split shifts, staggered shifts, 
and other measures that promote physical 
distancing. Those who can work remotely 
should continue to do so to the extent that 
teleworking does not affect the Institute’s 
ability to serve students.

View the full plan at  
health.gatech.edu/coronavirus/

institute-operations.

Research, Outreach Continue 
Amid Campus Recovery Efforts
Town Halls Outline 
Plans, Answer 
Questions

A series of virtual 
town hall events has given the 
campus community the chance to 
hear directly from campus leaders 
and ask questions about summer 
and fall plans. All recent events 
are available for viewing online 
through Microsoft Teams and 
YouTube. 

Access the presentations at 
health.gatech.edu/coronavirus/
town-halls.

Redesigning Sanitizer 
and Donating to Local 
Facilities

So many people Seth 
Marder spoke to didn’t see the 
hand sanitizer crisis brewing. 
The country was going to run 
dangerously short if someone did 
not act urgently.

The Regents Professor and 
Georgia Power Chair in Energy 
Efficiency in the School of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 
rallied colleagues and partners 
around the cause in March, and 
by early June, they had replaced a 
key component of hand sanitizer, 

created a new supply chain, and 
initiated their own donation of 
7,000 gallons of a newly designed 
sanitizer to medical facilities.

Its name: Han-I-Size White & 
Gold, named for the colors of 
Georgia Tech. The new supply 
chain also may ensure that hand 
sanitizer producers across the 
country do not run out of the 
main active ingredient, alcohol, 
but the team’s path to success was 
a stony labyrinth.

Read more at c.gatech.edu/
sanitizer.

Study Shows 
Harmful Effects of 
Hydroxychloroquine  
on Heart Rhythm 

The malaria drug 
hydroxychloroquine, which has 
been promoted as a potential 
treatment for Covid-19, is known 
to have potentially serious 
effects on heart rhythms. Now, 
a team of researchers has used 
an optical mapping system to 
observe exactly how the drug 
creates serious disturbances in 
the electrical signals that govern 
heartbeat.

Read more at c.gatech.edu/hydro.

http://news.gatech.edu/whistle
http://health.gatech.edu/coronavirus/institute-operations
http://health.gatech.edu/coronavirus/institute-operations
http://health.gatech.edu/coronavirus/town-halls
http://health.gatech.edu/coronavirus/town-halls
http://c.gatech.edu/sanitizer
http://c.gatech.edu/sanitizer
http://c.gatech.edu/hydro

