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GENRE: Animation, Action

STARRING: Edward Asner
and Jordan Nagai

DIRECTORS: Pete Docter
and Bob Peterson

RATING: PG
RELEASED: May 29, 2009

OUR TAKE: %k & %k

By Robert Solomon
Contributing Writer

See a cantankerous old coot tie
a bunch of balloons and fly away!
Watch as this old timer is merci-
lessly henpecked by an overen-
thusiastic kid! Giggle at the talk-
ing dog! You might walk into Up
expecting only these things, but
what you will likely not expect is
the emotional punch that it offers.

This is a movie about dreams, and
how the failure of those closely
held dreams can lead to life’s
greatest disappointments.

It’s easy to overlook the fact
that this is the first Pixar film to
feature humans as the main char-
acters. Before, Pixar could dress
up a social class metaphor by hav-
ing the lower class be literally rats,
as in Ratatouille. It allows for a
comfortable feeling of distance,
leading to an emotional impact
that rarely penetrates beyond the
surface. With Up’s human charac-
ters and despite the questionable
physics of the flying house, never
has an animated movie in recent
memory been more grounded in
the trajectories of everyday life.

Carl Frederickson is a man
nearing the end of a life of modest
accomplishments. Recently wid-
owed, Carl’s deferment of child-
hood dreams of adventure has
manifested itself as grouchy bit-
terness. At a crucial moment Carl

strikes a construction worker, who
has nearly destroyed something
that is precious to Carl, with his
cane. When the cane is pulled
back, we expect a bruise, or per-
haps a large lump. This is animat-
ed movie for kids, right? Instead,
we see a gash, and blood.

Up does not shy away from
consequence, and rarely pulls its
emotional punches. Carl is not
introduced as an elderly man, but
instead as a young child, meet-
ing his future wife, Ellie, over a
shared admiration of adventurer
Charles Muntz. This is followed
by a wordless montage of Carl and
Ellie’s life together, which man-
ages to pack a lifetime into only
a few short minutes. Expect to
stifle a tear early. Despite Ellie’s
short time on screen, her presence
lingers.

Now, one might be skeptical
that such emotional flourishes are
appropriate for an animated film,
but Pixar has proven that contem-

plative moments of characteriza-
tion do not harm the silly fun. In
fact, they enhance it. It evokes a
genuine affection.

In 3D, the depth of composi-
tion is emphasized, with cheesy
“hand moving towards your face”
effects being eschewed. When
Carl’s house finally arrives at its
destination, the camera lingers on
the landscape of Paradise Falls,
letting its impact sink in, not
through words, but through im-
ages. It is rare to see such assured-
ness in market-driven Hollywood
cinema of sequels and remakes.

Even the talking dog gimmick,
which could easily be imagined
as disastrous, is handled adroitly
with clever situations. How would
a dog pour a bottle of champagne?
I¢’s funnier than you think.

Up is not just a triumph of
animated film; it is a triumph of
filmmaking, period. Pixar proves
again to be a studio at the peak of
their creative powers.

Drag Me To Hell thrills with gory humor

FILM

Drag Me To Hell
GENRE: Horror, Thriller

STARRING: Christine Brown
and Justin Long

DIRECTOR: Sam Raimi
RATING: PG-13
RELEASED: May 29, 2009
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By Kenny Phillips
Staff Writer

There is a shadow that walks,
screeches and howls in this world
- this is the Lamia, the demon that
terrorizes in the new Sam Raimi
horror film Drag Me to Hell. Rai-
mi brings ghastly to new heights
in this tale of the black magic tor-
ment of Christine Brown.

Christine, played by Alison

Lohman, is a bank loan offi-
cer that has crossed the wrong
crone—the evil-eyed Mrs. Ga-
nush, played by Lorna Raver.
After being informed by her su-
pervisor that she should be less
empathetic and make the difficult
decisions, Christine rebukes the
third loan extension of this aged
homeowner and destroys her pride
when she begs Christine for help.
While assaulting Mrs. Brown,
Mrs. Ganush incapacitates her, re-
moves a simple coat button, gives
it a powerful Romani curse and
carefully returns it.

This curse summons the La-
mia, which needs but three days
before it is strong enough to drag
its victim to Hell.

Christine’s loving, yet skepti-
cal, boyfriend Dr. Clay Dalton,
portrayed by Justin Long, feels
the need to go to any lengths for
her in the name of love and seems
to round out the academic view of

magic.

I can say that Drag Me ro Hell
is a great accomplishment of Sam
Raimi’s know-how in spooking
the audience, from epic one-on-
one struggles that peak the audi-
ence’s anticipation, to the surprise
horrors that slam the viewers to
the dark corners of their minds
where they to question every
shadow.

On top of this, the presenta-
tion of Christine’s mental stress
through gushing nosebleeds and
the over-the-top anxiety gives a
deep impression of how truly ter-
rified she is. The special effects
were of a suitable caliber for the
film, making it a feast for the eyes
that are brave enough to remain
open. A gaggle of ghouls material-
izing in a séance and the massive
number of baneful reappearances
of creepy Mrs. Ganush are enough
to make your head spin two pi ra-
dians.

The only criticism I have is the
addition of humor. Now, I am a
fan of humor in most forms (even
the most violent of situations), but
I somehow find it dissatisfying to
see it so blended into the macabre.
In a moment of horror, some may
close their eyes. However, a braver
soul might face it head-on, hold
ground and be “rewarded” with
some overly gross humor along
with the terror. In me, this causes
a mental conflict that I find as dis-
tasteful as salty ice cream. How-
ever, had my palette been of dif-
ferent composition this may be a
sensational scene. I leave this only
as an opinion.

Besides the previous gripe, this
horrid haunting is a wonderful
return of Sam Raimi to the hor-
ror genre showering him acclaim
from critics and viewers alike.
With such a pedigree, it may just
go far enough to win everyone’s
darkest fears.

DMB

rocks fans
with new

GrooGrux
OUR TAKE: %k k ¢

By Chris Ernst
Staff Writer

“GrooGrux” is a term coined
to describe a band member’s style
and self. The name “Big Whis-
key and the GrooGrux King” is
Dave Matthews Band’s tribute
to deceased band member Le-
Roi Moore. The album is full of
love and energy and plenty of
GrooGrux to go around. It’s their
first since 2005 and has definitely
not been rushed. It has a slow-
cooked quality of thoughtfulness
and confidence rarely seen in to-
day’s industry of rapid-fire singles.

This album is definitely not an
archive of singles and filler. Hav-
ing so much success, the band
can afford to do as they please,
free from the pressures of execu-
tives and the need to establish
themselves. Each member’s love
for their craft becomes apparent
though their obvious skill.

There is a balance among the
many instruments that is refresh-
ing and interesting. It is not very
often there are saxophones, trum-
pets and banjos on the radio.

Too often, bands are just the
backup to the lead vocalist. The
band has many solo moments, but
do not stop jamming when Mat-
thews starts singing.

Matthews himself is not an
amazing singer. However, he does
his job well. Like Bruce Springs-
teen, he puts it all out there and
keeps the focus away from his lack
of classical skills. Instead what
draws the listener in is the overall
combination of all the elements
together.

Each song is different from the
last, and the tempo rarely slows
below a head-nodding jam. How-
ever, when it does, the calmer mo-
ments punctuate the faster ones.

One of the best songs in the
album is “Shake Me Like a Mon-
key” Right from the get-go, the
GrooGrux is there. After a mo-
ment of jamming, the song be-
comes more rock-inspired and
guitar-heavy. It has some more
traditional elements that make it
accessible to even a casual fan, and
should be instantly identifiable by
any passer-by as Dave Matthews
Band.

Another great song is “Alliga-
tor Pie.” It is pretty light on lyrical
content, but extra heavy on gen-
eral awesomeness. If you're still
confused about what GrooGrux
is, listen to this song. There is ban-
jo, a hint of harmonica and drums
to spare.

Overall, it is a very solid al-
bum. It is one of the best so far
of the year, and for good reason.
There is never really any specific
unifying theme beyond life, love
and happiness, but many mo-
ments ring true and sweet.



10« June 12,2009 - TECHNIQUE COMICS

PiLeD HiGHER & DEEPER BY JORGE CHAM Non SeEQuiTur BY WILEY

{O0K5 oo, SEFFREN.ATYS
READY PR LAUNCH

i TROUGHT Yoy WAD To
WAT “TIL AUGUST FoR
MARS To (ONNE
UM THRT
WM oUR
INTERNET

Yol) LEE, NE SPREAD
SILLY, EDSILY VEBUNKED
RUNORS ABoUT ABRS
PERIODICALIN 50 ANN
FACTUDL REPORTS ARUT
SIGHTINGS WILL BE
DIGNGSED Mo W)ET
ANOTHER HopX

/" cecuw, vou et | |/ i REER 0 N Y o take s vears of N [ /1 dust accumep

JUsT PASTE MARGINALLY RELATED YOU KNEW WHAT
TocETER AL Yo | [ GoamRelb QUESTION WORK AND PRETEND “TWAS DONG.

PAPERS AND MAKE & YOU KNEW WHAT You
. TOGETHER... WERE DONG THE ~
WHOLE TWME. EXACTLY.
THAT'S WHY |

HAVE A PUD, [

T YOUR THESIS...

o/ : HoAX
R -
: g \ / © -
i 1° MRRGCA SEE7 | READ THAT
‘)‘ ’ THESRY oNLINE AND
k&%iﬁéﬁa\/‘\é DION'T BELIENE IT/

A\ THE INERNET!

UL NOW 16NT
N COODTINE, [
BlG GLVY... E

LS CURELE BROWN
KE LiE BROWN;
WAL WAH WAW WAR WAH WAL BUT N ReVERGE.
WAR WAH WAH WAH WAH WAH WAH WAH WAl .

WAH WAM.... WAH WAM... WAH WAM...

] I ST RERTE

N

o

s

<

9]

o
-

3 20 WIAT ) [ WELL..
BNEYD || (RET AN

LIKE, YoU SeULON'T
BELICVE EVERNTIWNG
NoU READ oN THE
INTERNET...

WWW.PHDCOMICS. COM BEEN
WP To,

ALIEN
AND WWE
LEARNED
AFEN
THINGS

= B

THNK, WHAT DO\
ALL THE PROJECTS
YOUVE WORKED ON |
HAVE IN COMMON? /|

1l /7 wwoo:
e operome Y| | { cove o errD
QUESTION ALL | \, ScHooL>”
THECE YEARSD /

YES, CECILIA,
YOUR THESIS
NEEDS TO HAVE A
CENTRAL THEME, _ - :
TOO BROAD. N
ALso: Too

- TOAT ALIENS
AREN'T SCMRY «BND TUKT
CRENTURES Who 2&?&2‘;\& :
(o]
V&Nﬁ INAE PROGRAM
HIAMPL, TRY FOoR
TCLLING THKT TWITTER
NG A Joke

T oL DoBBS

DD You GET THE KEEPING THEM A

E-MAL { SENTP? ON THER TOES ot T A 4 e S
1S SOMETIMES WAV OBWERS M. PR555 SYPOLOKIZ (-1 2 WILe DKL EhRTBLIRK . pET
HALE THE FuN.

WENE FOUND TRKT TREY'RE A
BETTER JUDEL of CHARNCTER THAN
kTD\E USUAL Po0L oF JURORS...

T

WWW.PHDCOMICS. COM ﬁ H
N g

Dear Gerard, Please leave the comic
We regret to inform you atonce, orswitch toa
that; due to the Economic more useful major.
Crisis, funding for all Sincerely,

Humanities characters :
has been cut. -PHD Comics

JUOC-,Ex <,
Q‘\AMBER

why do L\
have to go
Rrst??

JORGE CHAM © 2009

WWW.PHDCOMICS. COM m@m WHLEY (P, 1oC. - DisT Y PUEIVK CENRTRLILK. UET
ATAY DMNEPEM. Prsss NUDAME G150 COWCS, cofh / s 5eau(loR




COMICS TECHNIQUE - June 12,2009 11

Non SeqQuiTur BY WILEY DILBERT © By ScotT ADAMS

DOGBERT THE CEO THAT GUARANTEES

YOU WILL REAP OBSCENE
PROFITS WHEN THE
OVERALL STOCK MARKET
IMPROVES, NO MATTER
WHAT YOU DO.

N

@I\T'é T, HONEY... '\ DONE

NoW [ CAN GTAY HoMe AND
MICRONMANAGE INHRTEVER 1T
15 NoL DO ALL DN/

\ u \' EE
'fﬁ A i

PRETEND YOU
DONT KNOW
THAT.

MY BASE PAY WILL
BE ONE DOLLAR PER
YEAR. THE REST WILL
BE STOCK INCENTIVES.

(©
/5;7 =
I

scottadams@aol.com

ﬁr‘f
}

W

VT

S

6-12:09 ©2009Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

www.dilbert.com

DOGBERT THE CEO

E

< DIAL IT
70U TU0 ARE f| ILIVE TO SERVE BACK
MY EXECUTIVE g| YOU, MY LORD JusT A JSREUE
COMPENSATION 5| AND MASTER! LITTLE 10 KNEEL?

UR(ielSM, ppzss SIWOUE  b-10 <o Lopics. (ot FOWSERIITIR.

613-09 ©2009Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc,|

www.dilbert.com

:\‘%@ o WiLed WK, (.- 0T, B WA DK e pRTA Livk. vET
A

DOGBERT THE CEO

E
| DIDN'T CARE WUAT WAS | D STILLGET TO %%DE‘;J\IH‘I?
5| STEAL FROM STOCK—
IN THERE UNTIL THENSND | I'™M THINKING % HOLDERS, BUT MY LIKE MOM?
COULDNT 60 IN,.NOW 1T's OF BECOMING 3 BOOTY WOULDNT GRENADE C¢8‘6§L
ALL 1 THINK ABoUT A SOMALIAN H LAUNCHERS?
, PIRATE. BE TAXED. | CRUTSE.

KA-POW!
\\

|
N

I'LL KIDNAP EMPLOYEES
AND AUTHORIZE HUGE

www.dilbert.com

61509  ©2009Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

DOGBERT THE CEO

THEN
YOU'LL THATS A

I'™ TAKING A RANSOM PAYMENTS TO

SIDE JOB AS A MYSELF FOR THEIR RETURN DIFFERENT
PIRATE. RETURN. THEM BUSINESS

SAFELY? MODEL.

scottadams@aol.com

The INVENTION ¢/ EGO J

6-16-09 ©2009Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

www.dilbert.com

!ﬁ O WG 10K, (BC. . ~DIsT. BY CIAREEPRTILIDE T
polveRsth ppss SIWOMZ (- [T &0 comics. com (PopssBUUR

THE EXECUTIVE

ITS A CONFLICT

£
OF INTEREST FOR YOU |8 COMPENSATION w‘ﬁ?ﬂ IH %:F/:EL
TO BE OUR CEO AND ALSO |2| COMMITTEE APPROVED MYSELF AND
A PIRATE WHO KIDNAPS |[E| THIS ARRANGEMENT. RANSOM YOU
OUR EMPLOYEES, £| IT's ALL SPELLED OUT BACK T0 YOUR
3l IN MY EMPLOYMENT OFF1CE

AGREEMENT.

www.dilbert.com

6-1709 ©2009Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

£
HI MYy g I ONLY MEET MEN TOO
NAME LUHOA! S THROUGH ONLINE CRAZY
I CHOAI £] DATING SITES. THAT TOO
NOT IN 3] WAY I CAN FILTER FAST. _ 1 KNOW.
pERSON! | B OUT THE LOSERS. 1™ WORKING

) ON THAT.

(
%

61809 ©2009Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

www.dilbert.com

W o o7 vl e, 1€, - oust. &

I Gowespe pozss svon(anz T e

HOCOMICE Com /oS ERRITUR

&-18




