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Collective’s 
Jam jams

By Jennifer Aldoretta
Contributing Writer

We use the word “popular” to 
describe something or someone 
regarded with approval by the gen-
eral masses of people. A musician 
is considered to be popular when 
liked by many. But one might say 
that attaining a certain level of 
popularity is like artistic poison; 
it causes the artist to become more 
focused on “rolling in the dough,” 
if you will, than making a sincere, 
well-thought-out album. 

Animal Collective has never 
been the most popular band, and 
probably never will be. Th at’s one of 
the reasons they are so appealing to 
me. Th ey aren’t some showy, wan-
nabe-pop group like numerous other 
artists out there. Animal Collective 
is simply Animal Collective.

I will be the fi rst to admit that 

See Jam, page 23

Expectations for Silk dissolve on screen 

AWA 13 wraps up month of unique conventions

 Photos by Jon Drews  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

 Two enthusiastic con-goers dress up as the characters Chii (left) and 
Freya (right) from the extremely popular anime series, Chobits. 

By Andrew Ho
Contributing Writer

Following only three weeks after 
the rush of Dragon*Con, one would 
think that the sights and experiences 
would be enough to appease fans of 
fantasy, sci-fi  and popular culture 
for a while. 

Th is was not the case for Anime 
Weekend Atlanta, a local anime 
convention now in its 13th year 
and one of the fi ve largest anime 
conventions in America. AWA was 
hosted at the Renaissance Waverly 
Hotel and Cobb Galleria Centre on 
the weekend of Sept. 21.

Anime (the popular term for Japa-
nese animation) has had a signifi cant 
number of fans outside of Japan for 
decades now, especially in the U.S., 
and in recent times it has become an See AWA, page 22

undeniably noteworthy economic 
and cultural force worldwide.

Curious eyes and minds fl owed 
through the Artist’s Alley of AWA 13 
to admire, commission and purchase 
the many art pieces of artists both 
local and from abroad. 72,000 sq. ft. 
were dedicated to house the Dealer’s 
Room, where one could fi nd all sorts 
of merchandise such as DVDs, post-
ers, comics, costumes, toys and the 
like from vendors. 

Popular as some of the areas 
were, certain annual events were 
the biggest draws. Th e ever-trendy 
costume contest put over 100 entries 
on stage to compete for best costume 
in novice, journeyman and master’s 
categories, as well as other awards 
given by the judges. Amusing at 

By Daniel Griffi  n
Senior Staff  Writer

When confronted with the op-
portunity to revisit director François 
Girard, anyone familiar with his 
last fi lm, the sublime Th e Red Violin 
(1998), would jump at the slightest 
whisper of Silk, his follow-up fi lm 
arriving nearly a decade later. Silk 
opened extremely quietly this past 
weekend to paltry box offi  ce numbers 
and nonexistent press. Yet perhaps 
even more depressing is the obvious 

drop in fi lm quality between the two, 
with the beauty and fl ow of Th e Red 
Violin replaced with a plodding and 
bland narrative fl op in Silk.

The narrative follows Hervé 
Joncour (Michael Pitt), an 1860s 
French army offi  cer, who is recruited 
by entrepreneur Baldabiou (Alfred 
Molina) to venture the long journey 
to Japan to supply Baldabiou with 
fresh silk worm eggs for his growing 
silk mill. Joncour quickly marries 
Hélène Joncour (Keira Knightley) 
before he sets off  on the dangerous 
voyage to the east.  

After he succeeds in making 

the journey to Japan, he becomes 
obsessed with his Japanese trader’s 
concubine, as she seems to seduce 
him with her stolid movements and 
long glances. As he returns to France, 
then revisits Japan twice, his love life 
becomes increasingly mired by his 
tired desperation, with him being 
entangled in a Japanese civil war 
upon his fi nal visit.

What is presented here is quite 
simply a mess. Th ere’s no rhythm to 
his Japanese expeditions, no explo-
ration of his actual journey to the 
far- away land, nor to the increasingly 
tenuous relationship between him 

and his eastern trader. We’re given 
a tragic love story with no real love, 
which makes the tragedy seem just 
that much more paltry.  

Knightley treads water through-
out the fi lm, fi lling up space and 
time and sometimes lovely French 
dresses, sometimes not.  Yet despite 
the occasional Knightley nipple fl ash, 
there’s really no movement here to 
speak of.  Th e movement should be 
of the two women melding into one, 
which is actually attempted, though 
to an absurdly clumsy result.

See Silk, page 20

SOFTBALL SEASON
Softball players scrimmaged against 
Georgia State players last weekend in 
preparation for the season. Page 27

PRESIDENTS’ SUMMIT
Organized by PCGB, student organi-
zation presidents gathered together for 
workshops and speakers. Page 11

New R.E. proves fatal 
By Vivas Kaul

Staff  Writer

Th e original Resident Evil had two things 
going for it: fi rst, it was yet another part of the 
long standing George Romero zombie tradi-
tion; second, it was based on a very successful 
video game franchise. However, these two 
advantages evaporated once people actually saw 
the movie. Apocalypse did little to remedy the 
situation, though it seems that the production 
values for the sequel were higher. Now with 
the release of Resident Evil: Extinction, it’s not 
surprising that there are a lot of dry eyes as 
this movie goes the way of the dodo. See Evil, page 20
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OUR TAKE:  All the jokes and plays on words aside, 
Extinction is a bad movie. As I was coming 
up with this review in my head I tried to fi g-
ure out what the feeling of satisfaction I felt 
after seeing this movie stemmed from. After 
thinking a bit I realized I was satisfi ed to be 
out of the theater.  

Many people are already aware that Extinc-
tion is the third installment in the RE trilogy. 
However, people who have not seen the fi rst 
two movies (and believe me, you aren’t miss-
ing anything) will be lost worse than Sawyer 
on that weird island. After the events of the 
second movie, Alice Walker (Milla Jovovich) 
is on the run from the evil Umbrella Corpo-

  Cover Art Courtesy of Paw Tracks 

OUR TAKE: 
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Cronenberg makes good on Eastern Promises 
By Daniel Spiller
Contributing Writer

I think for most people, David 
Cronenberg is still known as that 
guy who made that movie with the 
cool head explosion, or the guy who 
made the movie where Jeff Goldblum 
looks really gross. 

I want him to be known as that 
guy who makes movies that should 
be winning awards.

After a Russian woman dies 
during childbirth, Anna (Naomi 
Watts), a nurse, is determined to 
keep the baby out of foster care by 
finding the woman’s family. 

The only clue the woman left 
behind was her diary, so Anna 
goes about getting it translated. 
Unfortunately, Anna quickly finds 
out by means of the diary that the 
problem may be bigger than just a 
homeless baby, for the Russian mob 
may somehow be connected.

Eastern Promises tells this story 
with an intensity that never lets up. 
I don’t recall there being a single 
moment during the entirety of the 
film that wasn’t engaging. 

Despite the story’s seemingly 
simplistic nature, Promises con-
stantly has you thinking, guessing 
and excited to find out what hap-
pens next.

In Eastern Promises, Cronenberg 

pulls some truly fantastic perfor-
mances out of the actors involved. 
Viggo Mortensen, Vincent Cassel 
and Armin Mueller-Stahl create not 
just a group of Russian characters, 
but a family that feels genuine. 

Throughout the film, Mortensen’s 
character Nikolai reassures others 
that he is “just a driver,” which I have 
deciphered as being code for “I am 
just giving the best performance of 
my career.” 

Mortensen appeared in Cronen-

berg’s A History of Violence as well, 
but he has never looked better than 
he does in Eastern Promises. 

Nikolai is undoubtedly one of 
the most interesting characters in 
the film, always acting suspiciously 
enough that the audience never 
forgets him, even when he’s not 
onscreen.

Armin Mueller-Stahl’s portrayal 
of Semyon is just as intriguing as it is 
frightening. With his quiet demeanor 
but immense power, he recalls Mar-
lon Brando’s performance as Don 
Vito Corleone in The Godfather. 

Vincent Cassel plays Semyon’s 

loyal but sometimes incompetent 
son, Kirill. Cassel does an excellent 
job of bringing a sense of despair 
to a character that can’t please his 
father, as well as providing the most 
convincing performance of a drunk 
that I have ever seen.

Naomi Watts is great as Anna, yet 
justifiably forgotten. Anna is neces-
sary to drive the story and create the 
urgency, but she is overshadowed by 
the three key Russian men. Rather 
than being a hindrance to the story, 
the overcast of Anna only makes the 
Russians seem more menacing, creat-
ing a world where Anna’s adversaries 
are much bigger than she is. 

Steven Knight is responsible for 
the excellent screenplay. He has put 
together a story that somehow man-
ages to be always interesting. 

Just when you think the script is 
about to get bogged down with bor-
ing but necessary details to propel 
the plot, it keeps going with the same 
intensity it always had, filling in the 
details all the while. 

This is largely in part due to 
Cronenberg’s perfect pacing. It’s 
difficult to find a movie these days 
that at some point doesn’t feel either 
sluggish or breakneck. 

What makes Cronenberg such 
an excellent storyteller is that he 
focuses more on the telling of the 
story than the story itself, giving 
the audience a film that moves at a 
natural rate.

Image Courtesy of Focus Features 

Viggo Mortenson co-stars as a Russian mobster alongside Armin 
Mueller-Stahl and Vincent Cassel in this new Cronenberg thriller. 

OUR TAKE:  It’s this natural progress that gives 
the film an instantly classic feel, as 
if it was adapted from a source that 
is already revered. While watching 
it, you can sense that it already has 
a timeless quality.

Cronenberg’s direction seems 
both simple and stylish, resulting 
in a very sophisticated look. He 

doesn’t waste time shooting any-
thing unnecessary, but his choices 
on what to show us again exceed 
expectations.

So go see the new film from that 
guy who made the movie about a 
hallucinogenic television signal. 
Eastern Promises is one of the best 
films you will see all year.

“Eastern Promises 
is one of the best 
films you will see all 
year.”

4

“Finest Restaurant!”
BUSINESS REVIEW, Atlanta Sunday Paper

“Best Reputation.”
BUSINESS OUTLOOK, AJC

www.nique.net/sliver
sliver

Italy, the perfect movie set.
Film your masterpiece on location this summer with 

the Italian Film Studies program. 

Visit us Tuesday, Oct 2nd
at the 

Study Abroad Fair

film.gatech.edu/ifs.html

Atlanta Asian Film Festival / October 5-12, 2007
http://www.atlaff.org

TICKETS ON SALE ONLINE NOW, STUDENT DISCOUNT AVAILABLE
Largest Asian Film Festival in the South, over a dozen Asian films and documentaries 

All films are in original version with English subtitles 
 Premiere Night Gala & Screening, Oct 5 / 6:30 pm / Mercer University 

Peacock (Kong Que) China, 2005 
Triad Election, Hong Kong, 2006 

Love To Share / Berbagi Suami, Indonesia, 2006 
Kidnapper, Japan, 2006 
Tuli, Philippines, 2006 

The Host (Gwoemul), Korea, 2006 
Majidee, Malaysia, 2005 

15 (Shiwu), Singapore, 2003 
Bear Hug, Taiwan, 2004 

Ghost of Mae Nak, Thailand, 2006 
Journey From The Fall, Vietnam, 2007 

AK-47 rocks on. Suh-weet.
Get well soon, Correy Earls!
elderberries. That is all.
Girl I talk to in Psyche: What is your NAME??
Why so few slivers this year? Honestly, this is the best part of the 
paper!
Are the slivers finally dead? No slivers this week?
get a checkbook jenny
learn to drive, other girl
Screw the RIAA and MPAA. Their biggest customers are the ones 
who download/share their music/films.
They would bow down to women like us... Because only Tech women 
give birth to real men!
Rachel, you’re a [[tacos]].
I wish there were a way to fit “tap” into “you suck.”
You can always eat breakfast with me, Erin...I can talk to you instead 
of reading the paper.
Great kid, don’t get penisy.
if you go to tech, you should be old enough to flush the toilet after 
using it
when i walk around campus, the faces i see make me cringe
why don’t people just taking f-ing showers?
seriously. soap. water. shampoo. 5 minutes. it’s not hard.
maybe look in the mirror before you go out?
tucked in t-shirt to high jean shorts, plus tall socks? are you kidding 
me?
it’s almost like people are so ‘book’ smart they forget about basic 
human interactions
that’s another thing. tech has smart kids - but why in class are they 
so stupid?
what is it about what the professor said that makes you ask such a 
stupid question?
are you just that stupid? i don’t understand how you’re still alive.
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Th e women’s movement is fi lled 
with steam from hot baths and warm 
pools, depriving the fi lm of its move-
ment as well.  And with a fi lm that 
deals so heavily with the movement 
between lands and women, the lack 
thereof makes this mess that much 
more disappointing.  

Girard shoots the fi lm plainly, 
looking uninterested in the entire 
process of the joining of the two 
women. Th e translator that attempts 
to join the two with the movement of 
words appears much more interest-
ing, though her part is cut to barely 

Silk              from page 17
anything.  

Instead, Girard fi nds the mist of 
the warm pools far more engaging, 
yet he ruins this rising action with 
still fi gures, pasted into the eff erves-
cent scenery they should be a part 
of but remain detached from—like 
the audience.

With Th e Red Violin displaying 
incredible skill in developing a sense 
of the fl ow of objects through time, 
Silk, attempting a similar feat with 
love, ultimately fails.  So here’s hop-
ing that in another decade, when 
Girard reappears, we’ll be treated 
to a vision of movement that mir-
rors our own dreams that wander 
through the mist.

 Image Courtesy of Picturehouse    

 Michael Pitt plays a married silkworm trader, Hervé Joncour, who 
becomes obsessed with a Japanese woman in Girard’s Silk.  

Evil              from page 17

ration. Imbued with new refl exes, 
hyper learning and trippy psychic 
abilities, Walker is doing her best 
to keep her distance from people. 
Meanwhile, Carlos Olivera (Oded 
Fehr) and Claire Redfield (Ali 
Larter) lead a nomadic convoy of 
people through the desert looking 
for sparse resources.  

Th e movie runs for an hour 
and 45 minutes. However, looking 
at the simplicity of the story, the 
fi lmmakers could have eliminated 
most of the elements between the 
action scenes. 

As a result, the fi lm introduces 
several subplots that are not ad-
equately resolved by its conclusion. 
Among them is the supposed ro-
mantic relationship between Olivera 
and Walker, which, given the other 
movies, has no context here.

Given how toned up Jovovich 
was for this role, I initially thought 
that the movie would work as a 
serviceable, shut-your-mind-off 
action fl ick. 

However, upon closer inspec-
tion, the fi rst main action sequence 
between Alice and the zombie 
Rottweilers is mostly a rehash of an 
all too similar scene from the fi rst 

movie. Watching it you get the dis-
tinct impression that the fi lmmakers 
just ran out of good ideas on how to 
start the script. Fehr does a great job 
with the script he has. 

After watching episodes of the 
Showtime series Sleeper Cell, one 

can’t help but ask how the hell an 
actor this talented got roped into 
doing two movies that are as trite 
and ill-conceived as Apocalypse and 
Extinction.

Th is logic holds true for Larter 
as well.  Any fan of the NBC TV 
show Heroes can tell you that Larter’s 
character is not only well-written 
but well-portrayed. As a critic, it 
hurts when such awesome talents 
are wasted with such disdain.

And the zombies? Personally, I 
would rather have seen the zombies 
from Shaun of the Dead or 28 Days 
Later. However, the special eff ects 
and makeup on the zombies is top 
notch and does make for a couple 
moments of genuine startling ex-
citement.  

After it’s all said and done this 
movie leaves you unsatisfi ed by its 
conclusion. In fact, it leaves the end-
ing open for yet another half-assed 
sequel. For the record, I am a huge 
fan of the RE videogames; however, 
it’s just sad that this franchise, which 
had so much potential, was placed 
in the hands of writers that were just 
not familiar with the source material 
or were too worried about a deadline 
or profi ts to really care. It’s the same 
problem that has plagued every video 
game movie to date. 

In fact, the only video game movie 
to really come close is Super Mario 
Bros., and even then the writers took 
some strange creative liberties with 
the source material. 

To close, this movie could not 
have been any worse as far as movies 
in the zombie/survival horror genre 
are concerned (unless Uwe Boll was 
directing it), and is an insult to the 
more Romero-esque movies out 
there. So save your eight bucks—this 
one just isn’t worth it.

PURA
 President’s Undergraduate Research Award 

  Spring 2008 Applications due October 11 

Visit http://www.undergradresearch.gatech.edu/funding.php for more information 
and application instructions.

Apply for competitive $1,500 salary awards or 
up to $1000 funding to present your work at a professional conference 

One-on-one work with a faculty mentor  
Opportunities to discover new methods and techniques 

DON’T SPEND NEXT SUMMER PAINTING HOUSES, BEGGING FOR 
SIGNATURES ON A STUPID PETITION OR GETTING LEERED AT BY YOUR BOSS.

��������������������������
���������������

�������������������������������������� �����
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������

�������������������������

������������������������ ��������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������
��������������������

Technique

We’re the South’s liveliest college newspaper.
We worked hard to earn that title.

“To close, this 
movie could not 
have been any 
worse as far as 
movies in the 
zombie/survival 
horror genre are 
concerned....”  
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THEME CROSSWORD: VIP TREATMENT
By Robert Zimmerman
United Features Syndicate

ACROSS
1. De-icer 
5. Expression of shock 
9. Faithful 
13. Curmudgeon’s cry 
16. Jewish month 
17. Howe or Canetti 
19. Effluvium 
21. Cakes and __
22. Start of a quip by Sandra 
Bullock: 4 wds. 
25. Porker 
26. Fixes firmly 
27. Stops 
28. Reindeer moss 
30. Level 
32. Gas: prefix 
33. Cummerbund 
34. Top exec 
36. Pre-Columbian Indian 
38. Most daft 
42. Part 2 of quip 
45. __ medica 
47. __ __ glance 
48. Where Sitka is 
49. Noisy bird 
52. Verso’s opposite 
53. Relative of PDQ 
54. A weight 
55. And the like: abbr. 
57. Drive 
59. Stinging plant 
61. Black-and-white sea creature 
63. Runs off 
65. Game marble 
67. Journeys 
68. Part 3 of quip: 4 wds. 
72. Brown pigment 
74. Abyss 
75. Triumphant cry 

76. Tolstoy’s Karenina 
79. Hold tenderly 
81. Richie or Kidman 
83. Event at a sta. 
85. A twitching 
86. Stake 
87. Disinclined 
89. Palindromic name 
91. Polish 
93. __ Grande 
94. Marine alga 
96. Part 4 of quip: 2 wds. 
98. Certain bet at a track 
100. Vocal group 
103. Legal matter 
104. Emmets 
105. Racer in a fable 
106. Gen. Robert __
109. Big gun 
112. Son of Poseidon 
114. Fancy 
118. Kimono accessory 
119. End of the quip: 4 wds. 
123. Record 
124. Esculent 
125. Outward show 
126. Type style: abbr. 
127. Grassland 
128. Foil’s relative 
129. Whirlpool 
130. Treat to preserve 

DOWN
1. Secure 
2. Baldwin or Sandler 
3. AKA “Elia” 
4. Forest’s canopy 
5. Waterfowl 
6. One of the states: abbr. 
7. Be bad 
8. French philosopher 
9. Antler branch 
10. Sunbeams 

11. Troops’ R&R 
org. 
12. Imitation 
13. Hit 
14. Succulent plant 
15. Cut down 
18. Dulcet 
19. Fleshy part of 
a fruit 
20. Plant bristle 
23. CCC + MCCI 
24. Seraglio 
29. Greek letter 
31. Itinerary: abbr. 
33. Variety 
34. Play with 
crayons 
35. Manumitter 
37. Statute: abbr. 
38. Announce 
39. Clock setting: 
2 wds. 
40. Stem 
41. Red and ticker 
42. __  __ -nine-
tails 
43. Fretted instru-
ment 
44. Spud 
46. Wobbled 
50. Hunger 
51. A songbird 
53. Heart chambers 
56. Hoof-on-pavement sound 
58. Bone: prefix 
60. After zeta 
62. In reserve 
64. WWII battle site 
66. Flightless bird 
69. Account amt. 
70. Expressive dance 
71. Deflect, as a blow 
72. Cliff 

73. A Muppet 
77. Dressed to the __ 
78. Whizzes 
80. Battery terminal 
82. Wonderland’s  __ Cat 
84. Chronicle: abbr. 
88. Grain crop 
90. Mature 
92. Kind of medicine 
94. Legislative body 
95. “__ of a Salesman” 
97. Amerindian 
99. Nutritionist’s concern 
101. Trial printout 

102. Term of office 
107. High-flown 
108. Baseball stat. 
109. Gunman’s gal 
110. Heckelphone 
111. Port city in Latvia 
112. Soliloquy start: 2 wds. 
113. Govern 
115. Island of the Near Islands 
116. Rend 
117. __ S. Gardner 
120. Yelp 
121. Turf 
122. Finis 

ADVERTISING

WWW.GATECHCLASSIFIEDS.COM
110 APTS/LOFTS/

ROOMS
ROOM FOR RENT IN BEAUTIFUL 
CONDO. 20 MIN FROM GT. QUIET, WOODSY. 
IDEAL FOR STUDENT. PARKING, POOL, 
TENNIS, WASHER, DRYER, KITCHEN 
PRIVILEDGES. COMPUTER, CABLE, 
PHONE FACILITY. $445/MO. CALL STEVE 
770-984-1938.

For Rent: Brand New Building, 
Twelve Centennial Park, Located at 400 
West Peachtree, Unit 2006 2 bedroom 
2 bath, 1,161 sqft., 10’ high ceilings, 
floor-to-ceiling windows, stainless steel 
appliances, granite counter tops, large 
balcony, High speed internet service, pre-
wired for cable & Direct TV, I-Pod Audio 
package, hard wood floors, waher/dryer,2 
parkingspots, LCD tv, Hotel Service. 
Walking distance from Georgia Tech. 
only $2,800/month. Ready Nov. 1 st call 
1-305-975-8901

120 REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Midtown Condos, Buckhead 
T’homes, Piedmont Mansions, & Beltline 
Investments. Parents and Grads: Investor’s 
Market! Call Lily, GT 2000. Free GT 
consultations. www.AtlantaLily.com 
404-202-9272

Gated, large, 2001, 4-side brick, 
1-BD Condo at State/10 th St for sale. 
14-Ft ceiling, hrdwd flrs, open kitchen, 
2 parking spaces and storage. Walking 
distance to Tech. $185,900 For more 
info call 678-776-0275 or visit Feature 
Properties at www.fayelee.com 

DOWNTOWN DECATUR CONDO: new 
1/1, patio, controlled access covered 
parking, all new appliances included. 
Secure and gated property with fitness 
center, pool, and very pet friendly. 1 
block from MARTA, library and square. 
$182,500. Call 404-630-0030 or email 
schoenemp@gmail.com. Thanks!

600 EMPLOY-
MENT/JOBS

Full or Part Time Veterinary Assitant 
or Secretary needed. No Experience 
Necessary (Will Train on Job) East Cobb Vet 
Clinic 1314 East Cobb Drive 770-973-2286 
Pre-Vet or Science Student Preferred

BARTENDING! Up to $250 a Day.          
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. Age 18+ OK 1-800-965-6520 
XT216

MAKE MONEY from your dorm 
room. Sign up friends and turn travel 
into a business. In addition, travel at 
discount rates for members or try the 
special members packages. www.
travelbizshop.com

$8 PER HOUR PLUS TIPS. POSITION: 
PARKING AND VALET ATTENDANTS. 
Flexible hours. Random drug testing 
& background check. ELITE PARKING 
CORPORATION 404-892-0787.

Want to be CEO of your own at 
home business? Independent Distributor 
seeking motivated individuals to promote 
environmental friendly products on 
the International stage. For further 
information go to www.drbrubaker. 
mpgfreedom.com or for business 
opportunity www.drbrubaker. myffi.
biz. International Students encouraged 
to apply.

Activist Jobs With Environment 
Georgia! Help Protect Our Rivers! Work 
with Great People! PT Available for 
Students! $325-$525 per week! Call Greg 
at 404-892-3403! jobsthatmatter.org

Babysitter that speaks Mandarin 
needed. Wed, Thurs &/or Fri afternoons 
(starting at 3:00) for 4 yo and 3 yo boys. 
N. Buckhead (Chastain park) area. Must 
have own transportation. If interested, 
call 4-514-8880.

Help! Virgina Highlands family 
needs help with childcare, dog walking, 
and errands. Specifically, 6 and 7 yr old 
to be picked up from school in Inman 
Park on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3:00 
with babysitting until 7:00. Dog walking 
and errands needed daily but those 
hours flexible. Pay is $15/15-17 hours 
a week. Please call (404) 966-8395 if 
interested.

700        
SERVICES

24/7 Coin Laundry 455 North Ave. 
Suite C Atlanta, GA. 30308 Safe, Clean 
& Air Conditioned Wash & Fold Services 
Available Monday thru Saturday

730 MISCELLA-
NEOUS SERVICES

GET IN SHAPE AND STAY IN SHAPE 
with CIRCUS FITNESS TRAINING! Learn 
Low Trapeze, Circus Rings, Spanish 
Web (soft rope climbing with tricks), 
Juggling, Tight Wire Walking, plus much 
more. Call 404-549-3000 or go to www.
circusartsinstitute.com to register.

750 TUTORING 
SERVICES

Online tutoring avail 24/7. Algebra, 
Calculus, Trig, Geometry, Bio, Physics, 
Accounting, Bio, Chem, TOEFL., email 
solutions. Free 60 min. session. www.
tutorzone1.com

Having problems with chemistry? 
We can help with college chemistry 
courses on DVD. Visit our website at 
www.chemistryprofessor.com or call 
850-722-6222

800           
TRAVEL

Spring Break 2008. Sell Trips,           
Earn Cash and Go Free. Call for group 
discounts. Best Deals Guaranteed! 
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, 
S. Padre, Florida. 800-648-4849 or www.
ststravel.com

Advertise 
with us!

THANKS FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT!

Have Something to 
Sell? 

Buy a Classified Ad

gatechcl assifieds.com
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www.gtcn.gatech.eduThe Georgia Tech Cable Network

tuesday & thursday 

This week on GTCN 20

SEPTEMBER 29 - OCTOBER 5
GTCN 21This week on 

September on GTCN 21

Tutor-Vision is a live tutoring 
call-in program on GTCN 20!

Tutors are available for help with 
Calculus, Chemistry, and Physics.  

Tutor-Vision is brought to you by GTCN and 
the Learning Assistance Program .

mon., tue., thurs. wed. & fri.

  5:00p  NASA Today
  6:00p  ECE 6331
  7:00p  ISYE 6669
  8:00p  ME 6101
  9:00p  Tutor-Vision
            (mon. & tue. only)

sat. & sun.

  5:00p  It’s a Lifestyle
  6:00p  ECE 6331
  7:00p  ISYE 6669
  8:00p  ME 6101
  9:00p  Tutor-Vision
            (wed. only)

  8:00p  The Jazz Documentary
10:00p  Last Best Chance  

Watch Tutor-Vision This Week!

monday, wednesday & friday

      7:00p    Student Productions    

     8:00p    Campus Calendar

     9:00p      Student Productions

   10:00p     Campus Movie Fest

   11:30p     Student Productions

   

Monday - Wednesday 9-10p

Call 6-1811 with your questions!

 Clemson at Georgia Tech this Saturday!

If you missed the game on Saturday, you can see the rebroadcast 
of all the action on Monday, Wednesday  and Friday after 
On The Flats and the GT Post Game Report on GTCN 21!

           7:00p    On the Flats

                         GT Post Game Report 

       7:15p   GT Football Replay:

                         Clemson at Georgia Tech

        11:00p    Student Productions

   

The Jackets host the Tigers in a CRITICAL ACC game!  
The action starts Saturday at 3:30pm on GTCN Channel 3!

 Clemson at Georgia Tech Rebroadcast!

010010110100 101010011010
Two Bits Man laments drugs, alcohol and pornography

I’m disappointed in the War on 
Drugs. What happened with that?  
Have the drugs won? 

In 10th grade my high school 
had a former drug addict come in 
and talk to the students about the 
effects of marijuana. He particularly 
emphasized how habitual marijuana 
use can shrink your testicles (I’d like 
to know how they gathered that data). 
This speech was supposed to resonate 
with 16 year old boys, taking the whole 
“just say no” concept a step further. 
Instead of going around just saying 
“no,” we were supposed to say “No, 
I don’t want my testicles to turn into 
raisins.” 

Sitting in the high school 
gymnasium listening to speeches 
about how drugs will permanently 
ruin your life is not effective drug 
prevention, especially when the 
lecturer is a former drug addict who 
now gets paid loads of money to 
travel around the country to speak 
about drugs.

Instead, high schools should ship 
in current drug addicts, guys that 
live on the streets in vomit decorated 
cardboard boxes, smell like the ground 
below an aluminum sport’s bleacher 
on a hot summer day and can’t form 
coherent sentences because they just 
sold their three remaining teeth for 
drugs.  Let them interact with the kids 
for an hour, and then see who wants 
to shoot up.  

If we’re going to win this war we 
need to expand the power of the Drug 

Czar. Mandatory minimum sentences 
and scared straight programs that 
frighten teens with dropped soap 
stories are clearly not doing enough.  
We should treat first offenders like we 
treat terrorists. Let’s send them down 
to Guantanamo for an unspecified 
amount of time and have them build 
naked human pyramids Abu Ghraib 
style.

The police mascots need to be 
changed around also. What’s McGruff 
going to do if he catches you with a 
joint? Lick your 
face? Give you a 
stern lecture 
w h i l e 
wagging 
his tail? 

Third 
g r a d e r s 
l e a r n 
best l ike 
e v e r y one 
else, through 
fear. 

I’d have 
two mascots.  
First McGruff 
wou ld  b e 
replaced with 
Chompy the 
drug fighting 
saber-toothed tiger. Chompy was 
found frozen in the arctic tundra and 
has been thawed out and trained to 
seek out drug users and impale their 
intestines with large sharp teeth, 
leaving a stream of entrails down 

the street to serve as a warning to 
anyone who wants to try lighting up.  
Once scientists get the whole genetic 
engineering thing nailed down, we 
need to make drug fighting saber-
toothed tigers a reality. 

The other mascot would be Marvin 
the meth addict. When Marvin 
gets high he breaks into your house, 
smashes your piggy bank, turns all your 
candy to cauliflower, sexually assaults 

the tooth fairy and 
causes your parents 
to get a divorce.

A n o t h e r 
problem the War 
on Drugs faces 
is the policies 
r e g u l a t i n g 

everybody’s 
f a v o r i t e 
recreational 

d r u g : 
alcohol. 

D r y 
counties, no 

booze sa les 
on Sundays 
and the fact 
that American 
beer companies 
are allowed to 

manufacture “light beer” are 
some of the few absurd policies this 
country faces.Also, you can drive, vote, 
fight in Iraq and buy pornography 
before you’re old enough to have a 
sip of wine.  

Did anyone pay attention to the 

last presidential election? How was 
I supposed to vote for any of those 
candidates while sober?  

There is a simple fix to all of 
our alcohol problems. Reinstate 
Prohibition. I say this not to 
discourage drinking, but to bring 
the fun and excitement back to alcohol 
consumption that occurred during 
the roaring 20s. Imagine spending 
an evening with the gang at the local 
speakeasy, playing beer pong and 
dancing the Charleston.  

With the American beer companies 
shut down, all beer would be smuggled 
in from serious beer drinking countries 
like Germany, a country whose 
native language doesn’t even have an 
expression for “light beer.”

While alcohol should be prohibited, 
I’d still keep caffeine consumption 
legal, but it needs to be regulated.  
Starbucks is the largest drug dealer 
in the United States, and we need to 
cash in on that operation. Any idiot 
willing to pay $2.70 for a cup of coffee 
won’t care about an additional 50 
cent caffeine tax. The proceeds can 
fund the Drug Czar’s saber-toothed 
tiger division.

Ultimately, people just need to 
use drugs responsibly, which is with 
a prescription from a psychiatrist 
who barely passed biochemistry in 
college, and taken regularly from an 
expensive bottle sold by a respected 
name brand pharmaceutical company 
with millionaire executives, even if the 
stuff shrinks your balls.

TWO BITS
times, often impressive and undoubt-
edly photogenic, it was obvious both 
contestants and costumers put much 
time and effort into their work.

Another major center of attention 
came in the form of video art, as AWA 
is well-known for the video artists it 
attracts. Most of these pieces were 
composed as AMVs (anime music 
videos), which are anime clips com-
piled and edited to fit with a certain 
song or sound clips. 

Of particular note was an event 
known as “AMV Hell,” which can 
hardly be explained through words 
and thus should be watched by those 
with enough curiosity and mental 
fortitude. Various English voice 
actors and several bands straight 
from Japan, such as the comical 
Peelander-Z and the energetic Em-
eralds, were on hand for panels and 
concerts alike.

Certain issues arose, however, 
which many fans took with varying 
degrees of disappointment. 

AWA’s gaining popularity may 
prove a weakness, with hallways 
becoming remarkably congested 
at times throughout the building, 
and major events often filling to 
capacity with people while large 
numbers of attendees were forced 
by staff to wait outside. A noticeable 
lack of experience, coordination and 
courtesy was common among the 
convention staffers as well. 

However, if one enjoys partaking 
in the convention scene without the 
overwhelming choices or veritable 
mobs of Dragon*Con, this is a highly 
recommended event.

AWA              from page 17
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Queens rock Atlanta back to Stone Age

By Jarrett Oakley
Contributing Writer

“Why does the amp go up to 
eleven?” They might not be the 
legendary comical faux band Spinal 
Tap, but judging by their concert 
on Sept. 22, I think Queens of the 
Stone Age has the answer.

As concert goers and ticket ped-
dlers alike swarmed the Tabernacle, 

you could hear the first warm up 
chords of the opening band, Dax 
Riggs, reverberate outside. As people 
clad in indie black and tight jeans 
were puffing on cigarettes, you felt 
that “itch” that can only be remedied 
by some serious head banging. It was 
a special night because it was nine 
years to the day of when Queens of 
the Stone Age released their self-titled 
debut album. 

Art in Manila  
Former Azure Ray member, 

Orenda Fink, is back with a new 
wanderlust band called Art in Ma-
nila. They will be performing at the 
Variety Playhouse  Sept. 29 with Rilo 
Kiley and Grand Ole Party.

Mondo Generator 
Nick Oliveri and The Mondo 

Generator, a punk metal hybrid 
band, will be rocking out at Center 
Stage Sept. 29!

Tabernacle rocks
Detroit-based HiFi Handgre-

nades wields a youthful array of 
melodic punk rock as they make 
their way into Atlanta. This 4-piece 
band opens for the Foo Fighters at 
the Tabernacle Oct. 4.

Yard Dogs in town 
Featuring a brilliant combination 

of performance art and music, this 
colorful “rock and roll vaudeville” 
group will be playing at the Variety 
Playhouse Oct. 6 at 8 p.m.

Portugal in ATL
Portugal. The Man, who recently  

released their sixth album, Church 
Mouth, will be playing at The Loft 
Oct. 12 along with fellow bands This 
Will Destroy You, The Photo Atlas 
and Nurses.

Eco-friendly music 
The Echo Project is hitting the 

Atlanta area Oct. 12-14. This green 
festival of music and fun features 
tons of bands, including The Killers, 
Flaming Lips, Phil Lesh & Friends, 
moe., and many more!

As opening band Dax Riggs went 
through emo-style songs like “Living 
is Suicide” and “Radiation Blues,” 
you could feel the fans revving up 
for the main act. “The Tab” is noto-
rious for having ears ringing, head 
pounding and adrenaline pumping 
concerts, yet it has the most humble 
of beginnings. The Tabernacle was 
once the Third Baptist Church and 
Georgia Medical Center before be-
ing transformed from butterfly to 
black crow by becoming a House 
of Blues Club. 

Well, the congregation that 
gathered together was craving a 
sermon. Who else but its preacher 
Josh Homme and his choir to deliver 
the message of alternative metal? Mo-
ments before the headliners took the 
stage, slim, fingerlike metal booms 
lowered hot burning spotlights where 
the band would stand. As these 
unorthodox lights illuminated from 
the darkness, Josh Homme, Joey 
Castillo, Michael Shuman and Dean 
Fertita came on stage looking like a 
mixture of bar brawler metal heads 
and indie punk jammers. 

They quickly got to business, 

running through such numbers as 
“Walking on the Sidewalk,” “Go 
with the Flow” and “Sick Sick Sick.” 
Halfway through the concert, my 
ears were burning from the overall 
power of the metal guitar solos by 
Josh Homme and my feet were 
stomping to the high gain and 
teeth rattling reverb of Michael 
Shuman’s wicked bass playing. It 
was both exhilarating and painful 
to rock out to these fiery solos be-
cause everyone was head-banging, 
running into other completely in 
a blissful frenzy. Strobes mesmer-
ized the wild crowd as the Queens 
went into their mega hit “Little 
Sister” which produced the loud-
est, rowdiest cheers of the night. 
In comparison, I’d say the concert 
was similar to the metal madness 
of Iron Maiden, but with an indie 
alternative sound. The acoustic 
blasts of the enormous amps com-
bined with the vigorous playing 
of the Queens left everyone deaf, 
dazed and happy as they stumbled 
sluggishly out of the Tabernacle 
and into the streets. It was solid, 
mind-blowing, brilliant.

Photo Courtesy of Nick Helderman 

Josh Homme, founder and only continuous member of rock band 
Queens of the Stone Age, sings and plays the guitar at 3VOOR12. 
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Jam              from page 17

their sound is certainly not for ev-
eryone. With members having the 
stage names Avey Tare, Panda Bear, 
Deakin and Geologist, one probably 
wouldn’t expect Animal Collective 
to be your typical pop group. But 
their experimental style has created 
a cult-like fan base enamored with 
their not-like-everyone-else-ness. 

Animal Collective’s first album 
release was in 2000 with Spirit They’re 
Gone, Spirit They’ve Vanished; the 
group has since released seven more 
albums, their latest being Strawberry 
Jam this year. 

Though all albums are well 
received, Feels is, more or less, con-
sensually one of their highest rated 

albums, while Hollinndagain seems 
to be one of their least favored. 

I would have to say that Feels, Sung 
Tongs and Strawberry Jam are their 
greatest albums (and their three most 
recent ones). But by far, their best 
album to date is Strawberry Jam.

Any fans of Animal Collective 
have probably also listened to Panda 
Bear’s solo albums. His newest 
album, Person Pitch, is very ‘50s-
pop-rock with a raw, native feel, 
and Strawberry Jam seems to take 
after it: more Panda Bear influence, 
more awesomeness. Although in 
Strawberry Jam Animal Collective 
does stray a bit from their usual noise 
rock, they still manage to maintain 
that signature sound that many of 
us know and love.

In every Animal Collective 

album, the elements of voice and 
randomization are highly impor-
tant. Although many of the sounds 
seem to be randomly placed, after 
familiarizing yourself with Animal 
Collective, you’ll soon realize that all 
sounds can be characterized as “or-
ganized clutter” and are strategically 
placed to give the song something 
that few other groups are still able 
to give: originality. 

“Peacebone” and “Fireworks” 
are two of the most original songs 
released this year, with “Fireworks” 
taking the cake for best song of 2007 
by a long shot. There is not a single 
unneeded instrument, lyric or note  
in the song. You might even say 
that “Fireworks” is a big hit. And 
being an Animal Collective fan, I 
expected nothing less from them. 

They have once again proven that 
they are able to deliver something 
original and new that, like actual 
strawberry jam, is great no matter 
where you are or what you’re doing! 
Mmm… Strawberry Jam. 

Animal Collective deserves praise 
for doing what they love to do and 
for being great at what they do. Like 
I said before, few bands still make 
the music that they truly enjoy mak-
ing when it means sacrificing a large 
number of fans, fame and cash. 

Not every artist has that kind of 
backbone like Animal Collective, 
and I don’t see them conforming 
anytime soon. It’s quite refreshing 
listening to the album of a group that 
still has some character. Well done, 
gentlemen—and, in Panda Bear’s 
case, gentle animals. Well done.


