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The price of progress

By Jon Kaye / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Construction workers lay voice communications lines on Cherry StreetConstruction workers lay voice communications lines on Cherry StreetConstruction workers lay voice communications lines on Cherry StreetConstruction workers lay voice communications lines on Cherry StreetConstruction workers lay voice communications lines on Cherry Street
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GPS tracks trolleys;
Stingers may follow

Student Center locks doors afterhours

Wilcox retires; Student Affairs seeks VP
“Watching people grow and
develop...and knowing that I
played some small part...in
that is great.”
Lee Wilcox
Retired VP of Student Affairs

Hemphill speed
limit reduced

The speed limit on Hemphill
Avenue on campus has been reduced
from 30 mph to 25 mph, effective
as of the beginning of this month.
Also, the speed limit on Tech Park-
way is now 30 mph.

These changes are posted in the
Technique so that the GTPD can
comply with a license allowing the
department’s operation of radar to
enforce speed limits.

Tech alumnus wins
WTC competition

The winning design chosen in
the World Trade Center Memorial
Design Competition was created
by Tech graduate Michael Arad.
Arad received a Master’s degree in
Architecture in 1999.

Arad’s entry, entitled Reflecting
Absence: A Memorial at the World
Trade Center, was selected from
among over 5,000 worldwide sub-
missions. The design features re-
flecting pools and waterfalls to be
placed at Ground Zero, the space
formerly occupied by the Twin Tow-
ers.

“I am very honored and over-
whelmed,” Arad said in a press re-
lease. “I hope that I will be able to
honor the memory of all those who
perished, and create a place where
we may all grieve and find mean-
ing.”

SGA names Ridley
campus org chairBy Stephen Baehl

Senior Staff Writer

The Student Center has be-
gun locking its doors each night
from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. Students
will still have 24-hour access to
the building, but only if they
have their BuzzCard.

Student Center Director Rich
Steele said the move had been
under consideration for years.
He cited students who feel un-
comfortable lounging in the Stu-

dent Center late at night, as in
the case of one student who stayed
late in the area and had a home-
less person walk through asking
for money.

Steele said he felt that stu-
dents needed a more secure en-
vironment at night.

“Our goal is still to provide a
24-hour facility, and we can ide-
ally do that by allowing people
to have BuzzCard access to the
building,” he said.

Ben Roth, a second-year Bio-

medical Engineering major, said
he agrees with the idea.

“I think that locking the Stu-
dent Center should improve se-
curity—no one but Tech students
needs access to the Student Center
after 11.”

Round-the-clock access
through the building’s main first
and second floor entrances will
still be available to any student
with a BuzzCard.

Steele estimated the Georgia
Tech Police Department allo-

cated between $25,000 and
$30,000 for the installation of
card readers this year.

“We are very appreciative that
the campus police thought this
was a high-priority issue and spent
the money for the card reader
system,” Steele said.

After some glitches in the sys-
tem during testing last semester,
Steele said the readers are work-
ing fine now, thus allowing the

By Stephen Baehl
Senior Staff Writer

Lee Wilcox officially left his
position as Vice President of Stu-
dent Affairs on Dec. 31, 2003,
after six years in the position at
Tech, and 42 years in higher
education

Wilcox came to Tech in June
1997 following “a period of a
decade or so where our student
affairs operations had languished
for lack of leadership,” said Pres-
ident Wayne Clough when Wil-
cox first announced his retirement
in April.

“He restored the credibility
of the Student Affairs division.”

 Wilcox said he loved work-
ing with students. “Watching
people grow and develop through
their Georgia Tech experience
and knowing that I played some
small part, directly or indirectly,
in that is great,” he said.

Dean of Students Gail DiSa-

batino is taking charge of the
position until a search commit-
tee decides on a permanent re-
placement.

Wilcox “worked right up until
the end,”  DiSabatino said. “He
was really wrapping a lot of things
up that he wanted to get wrapped

up so they were done, and I
wouldn’t have to worry about
them.”

Though the temporary addi-
tion to her normal job is keep-
ing her busy, DiSabatino said
she enjoys the work. “I like get-
ting involved in a higher level,”
she said. “I get to participate with
the university in a broader way.”

DiSabatino served as Inter-
im Vice President of Student Af-
fairs during the last search in
1997 for someone to fill the post,
which resulted in Wilcox com-
ing to Tech.

In addition, she has served as

By Viji Sundaram
Contributing Writer

Within the first few days of spring se-
mester, the Student Government Associa-
tion has completed their application process
for the Joint Campus Organizations Com-
mittee chair and selected Matt Ridley to fill
the vacant position.

The Joint Campus Organizations Com-
mittee (JCOC) serves as the first step in the
path that aspiring student organizations take
to become chartered.

Ridley served as one of the more outspo-
ken members of the JCOC last year. Be-
cause of his other leadership positions around
campus, and, he said, because of his knowl-
edge of “lacking policy in student organiza-
tions,” Ridley was selected as the best
candidate for the job.

Contrary to the normal method followed
by SGA in which office positions are ap-
pointed at the beginning of the school year,
the JCOC chair applications appeared on-
line November of last year.

While some attribute the lateness of the
appointment to lack of applications, Ridley
said he believes SGA has an important in-
terest in selecting “the ideal chair.”

He, along with the Graduate and Un-
dergraduate Student Body Presidents will
select five graduate students and five under-

See Locked, page 5

By Daniel Amick
News Editor

For anyone who has ever spent
more time waiting for a Tech
Trolley than it would have tak-
en to walk to class, the Depart-
ment of Parking and
Transportation announced a pos-
sible solution
this week.

“It’s pretty
simple, actual-
ly,” said Bob
Furniss, Direc-
tor of Parking
and Transpor-
tation.

In partner-
ship with a
c o m p a n y
called Next-
Bus, the de-
partment has
installed Glo-
bal Positioning
System (GPS)
on each trolley.

A small transmitter sends in-
formation about the trolley’s
current location via satellite ev-
ery 90 seconds. A website com-
piles and displays the location of
each trolley, along with a esti-
mated time of arrival at desig-

nated stops.
The idea is that students will

be able to better judge the length
of time before another trolley
arrives at their stop. Furniss used
an example of students leaving
the Dupree College of Manage-
ment who would now be able to
judge whether they had time to

stop at Star-
bucks before
catching a trol-
ley.

   “What they
[ N e x t B u s ]
have been do-
ing is testing
the system for
the last 30 or
45 days before
we actually put
the system live
out on Mon-
day [Jan. 12]
to the popula-
tion,” Furniss
said.

So far, the system “seems to
be working really, really well”
Furniss said, despite some small
bugs.

“That’s the very first phase of
this whole GPS system—locat-

“That’s the very first
phase of this whole
GPS system... being
able to identify
when the next
vehicle is going to
arrive.”
Bob Furniss
Dir. of Parking and Trans.

See Orgs, page 4

See Trolleys, page 5

See Wilcox, page 4
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Last issue’s question garnered 139 responses:
What is the best solution to

SGA’s budget crunch?

Technique Online Voice Your Opinion! CRIME REPORTS
From the files of the GTPD...

This week’s question:
What do you think of GPS trackers on the trolleys?

Image by Lauren Griffin / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

 Tell us what you think at www.cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/technique.

Information

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/2004 18:41:00 hrs.18:41:00 hrs.18:41:00 hrs.18:41:00 hrs.18:41:00 hrs.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: 555 Eighth Street/

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Eighth Street Apartments

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT: Report of unwanted

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

email messages

Concealed weapon

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/6/20041/6/20041/6/20041/6/20041/6/2004 9:15:00 hrs. ␣9:15:00 hrs. ␣9:15:00 hrs. ␣9:15:00 hrs. ␣9:15:00 hrs. ␣

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: 400 Tenth Street

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT: Subject had a firearm in

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

a book bag

DUI

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/10/20041/10/20041/10/20041/10/20041/10/2004 4:03:00 hrs.4:03:00 hrs.4:03:00 hrs.4:03:00 hrs.4:03:00 hrs.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: Williams Street @ North

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Avenue

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT: Offender arrested for

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

following too closely and driving

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

 under the influence

Entering auto

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/5/20041/5/20041/5/20041/5/20041/5/2004 16:35:00 hrs.16:35:00 hrs.16:35:00 hrs.16:35:00 hrs.16:35:00 hrs.
LOCATION: 600 block of Tech

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Pkwy @ Wallace Street

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT:␣ Report that a black '02

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Honda CR-V was entered and items

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

taken and recovered

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/6/20041/6/20041/6/20041/6/20041/6/2004 13:42:00 hrs.13:42:00 hrs.13:42:00 hrs.13:42:00 hrs.13:42:00 hrs.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: 300 block Tech

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Parkway

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT: Report that a 1991

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Honda Prelude was entered and

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

items were taken

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/2004 15:39:00 hrs.15:39:00 hrs.15:39:00 hrs.15:39:00 hrs.15:39:00 hrs.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: 800 block McMillan

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Street

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT: Report that a green

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1993 Eagle Talon was entered

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

and items taken

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/2004 22:35:00 hrs.22:35:00 hrs.22:35:00 hrs.22:35:00 hrs.22:35:00 hrs.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: Tech Parkway @

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Northside Drive

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT:␣ Report that a blue 1991

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Honda Accord was entered

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

and items were taken

Motor vehicle theft

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/2004 13:39:00 hrs.13:39:00 hrs.13:39:00 hrs.13:39:00 hrs.13:39:00 hrs.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: 350 Ferst Drive/

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Clydeck parking deck

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT: Report of a stolen Club

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Car

Larceny-theft

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/20041/9/2004 12:38:00 hrs.12:38:00 hrs.12:38:00 hrs.12:38:00 hrs.12:38:00 hrs.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: 580 Turner Place/

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Undergraduate Living Center

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT: Report of a stolen

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

vacuum cleaner

Attempted burglary

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

1/7/20041/7/20041/7/20041/7/20041/7/2004                9:53:00 hrs. ␣               9:53:00 hrs. ␣               9:53:00 hrs. ␣               9:53:00 hrs. ␣               9:53:00 hrs. ␣

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

LOCATION: 315 Ferst Drive/IBB

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

INCIDENT: Report of an attempted

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

burglary
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Council Clippings Senate and House

Surviving heavy fire, Music Listening Room bill passes

UHR: Bills Considered

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

TitleTitleTitleTitleTitle AuthorAuthorAuthorAuthorAuthor StatusStatusStatusStatusStatus

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Amendments to the Bylaws Alan Bakowski tabled

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Women’s Awareness Month (a) Anna Yick failed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Student Center Adam Bernstein passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Chess Club Ashley Case tabled

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to AIAA Centennial of Flight Gene Germanovich passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Airsoft Club Glenn A. Folsom Jr. failed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint appointments to Institute Wide Committees Nate Watson passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Women’s Awareness Month (b) Anna Yick passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint appointment of JCOC Chair Nate Watson passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint appointments to Institute Wide Committees Nate Watson passed

GSS: Bills Considered

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

TitleTitleTitleTitleTitle AuthorAuthorAuthorAuthorAuthor StatusStatusStatusStatusStatus

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to ASME Abigail Hung passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Airsoft Club Edwin Greco failed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Appointments of JCOC members Pelham Norville passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Canoe and Kayaking Club Jianghong Liang passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Allocation to SGA for a new computer Pelham Norville passed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Women’s Awareness Month (a) Beth Carey failed

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Joint allocation to Women’s Awareness Month (b) Beth Carey failed

Senators shoot down multiple bills
By Stephen Marek/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Undergraduate representatives discuss a bill at Tuesday night’s meeting. The HouseUndergraduate representatives discuss a bill at Tuesday night’s meeting. The HouseUndergraduate representatives discuss a bill at Tuesday night’s meeting. The HouseUndergraduate representatives discuss a bill at Tuesday night’s meeting. The HouseUndergraduate representatives discuss a bill at Tuesday night’s meeting. The House
approved $44,000 for Music Listening Room couches, despite fierce opposition.approved $44,000 for Music Listening Room couches, despite fierce opposition.approved $44,000 for Music Listening Room couches, despite fierce opposition.approved $44,000 for Music Listening Room couches, despite fierce opposition.approved $44,000 for Music Listening Room couches, despite fierce opposition.

“I think that [the
Music Listening
Room] is something
that attracts a lot of
people. It would be
sad if we didn’t
fund it.”
Tiffany Turner
VP, Administrative Affairs

By Daniel Amick
News Editor

Graduate senators failed sev-
eral allocation bills and cut an-
other in half at their Tuesday
meeting.

A $5,200 bill that would have
funded director’s and Ferst Cen-
ter rental fees for The Vagina
Monologues, a Women’s Aware-
ness Month program, came un-
der particular scrutiny. According
to the organization representa-
tive, ticket proceeds go to local
charities, rather than toward cov-
ering production costs.

Some senators objected to the
idea of student money support-
ing a fundraiser. Graduate Pres-
ident Pelham Norville, who
avoided speaking for or against
the bill, explained that the Sen-
ate generally avoids supporting
fundraisers because to do so would
effectively force the student body
to give money to a charity.

The organization represen-
tative argued strongly for the bill,
saying she believed the program
has value for the student body
beyond the proceeds donated to
charity.

Despite her efforts, the bill
failed by a wide margin. Anoth-
er allocation bill to Women’s
Awareness Month was failed at
the request of the organization
representative because they found
alternative sources of funding.

Senators also shot down a
$5,000 allocation to Airsoft Club
that would have funded the pur-
chase of 14 guns similar to paint-
ball guns.

International Affairs Senator
Jim Barnes raised questions about
the dues of $10 per semester that
each member pays. Another sen-
ator pointed out that the bill
would effectively allocate $350
to each club member, members
who themselves contribute less
than 10 percent of that amount.

The bill’s deathblow came
when the organization represen-
tative revealed that the guns them-
selves would be stored at his house.

Several members objected,
saying that student government
would have no way of knowing
who was using the guns.

The bill failed without any
“yea” votes.

Senators also cut a $13,000
allocation to the Canoe and Kay-
aking Club in half. The money
would have funded the purchase
of two racing boats. Senators
agreed to fund the purchase of
only one boat.

Senators also passed an allo-
cation to the American Society
of Mechanical Engineers, whose
members attended a November
conference.

They also approved $1,200
for the purchase of a new com-
puter and flat-screen monitor for
the Student Government Asso-
ciation office.

By Edward Tamsberg
Contributing Writer

Comfy, new couches will
make their way to the Music
Listening Room (MLR) in the
Student Center sometime soon
due in large part to members of
the Undergraduate House of Rep-
resentatives.

The allocation bill came into
the house facing some heated
criticism, but its supporters were
steadfast and granted the entire
amount of $44,540.

The arguments for and against
the bill were multifaceted, mak-
ing the issue highly divisive
amongst members.

Those opposed to the bill re-
minded others that the year was
going to be fiscally tight with all
the budget cutbacks and other
organizations that would need
money as well. They also point-
ed out the inability of the MLR
to generate any kind of funds on
their own for the couches and
that UHR should not be made
to foot the bill alone.

The Student Center divides
its departments up into two tiers:

programming, nonrevenue gen-
erating departments, and oper-
ations, revenue-generating
departments. The MLR falls into
the programming category and
as such it is given a set budget at

the beginning of every year and
extra funds are very hard to come
by, especially in times of fiscal
crunch.

Supporters felt, on the other
hand, that these reasons only
better displayed the dire need
that the MLR was in for funds

and, seeing no other reasonable
alternative for funds in the near
future, believed it was the Un-
dergraduate House’s duty to pay
the full amount.

“I think that it [the MLR] is
something that attracts a lot of
people. It would be sad if we
didn’t fund it,” said Vice Presi-
dent of Administrative Affairs,
Tiffany Turner.

They also pointed out the
Capital Outlay more funds than
ever before, even with the funds
for the couches removed, and
that since undergraduate students
use the MLR more frequently
than graduate students, that it
was no surprise the bill should
gain the most support from the
UHR.

The MLR had initially
planned to ask for money to
knock out a wall and expand the
existing room along with get-
ting the new couches, but felt
that their chances of receiving
funds were slim and thus with-
drew the request.

Also discussed was a bill for
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See UHR, page 4
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graduate students to fill JCOC po-
sitions.

To begin the JCOC review pro-
cess, student organizations must
submit certain material, initially a
Letter of Intent (signed by a faculty
advisor and an acting president) as
well as a completed Alcohol and
Drug Policy Acknowledgment Form.
They are then granted “pending sta-
tus.”

Within a four-month period, they
are required to turn in additional
paperwork, including a current mem-
bership list consisting of at least 10
members and a specifically-tailored
Constitution.

During this waiting period, the
group may enjoy privileges such as
reserving rooms in educational build-
ings or the Student Center at no
cost, publicizing their organization
and creating an account to house
their membership dues. They may
not host large-scale events until the
charter has been fully approved.

Changes to the bylaws within
the past year require organizations
to refrain from duplicating the pur-
pose of other established groups and
to update their constitutions.

Also, each group must submit a
yearly officer update with the names
of the new officers and their contact
information.

 If any of these requirements, or

others mentioned in the charter ap-
plication process, are not met, the
organization’s charter approval may
be suspended or dismissed.

The number of charters viewed
during the last academic year by the
JCOC ranged somewhere between
40 and 50, with about 15-20 of
those reviews of old charters.  Rid-
ley expects to see many more re-
quests this year.

The slow selection of a chair and
the future selection of the chair’s
committee, however, have created a
“backlog” of charters up for review.
Ridley said he and his committee
will work hard to get through all of
the paperwork as fast as possible to
speed up approval.

Assistant Vice President of Student
Affairs while acting as Dean of Stu-
dents.

With these past experiences, she
said, “I know how hard it is to sit in
this seat. There’s a lot of responsi-
bility and a lot of
hopes people
place to you. And
I take that to
heart.”

DiSabatino
has had help with
the additional re-
sponsibilities.

“There are a
lot of really good
people in place,”
she said. “John
Stein, [Director of
Success Pro-
grams], is helping
out with seeing
students individ-
ually, which is something that does
take up a good portion of my ‘Dean’s
time’.”

Further, Senior Associate Dean
of Students Karen Boyd has taken
on Wilcox’s responsibilities in the
managing of the developing Stu-
dent Center Commons, which is
currently under construction in the
old bookstore area and the Student
Leadership Initiative, in both of
which Boyd was already involved.

Wilcox also played a vital role in

the creation and development of
the Campus Recreation Center.

“I’ve put more time in on SAC II
than any other single thing,” Wil-
cox said when he announced his
retirement in April. DiSabatino and
the office staff will continue to pro-
vide support in that area as well.
    The office is also continuing to

deal with a
problem that
recently has
been present at
all levels of ad-
ministration in
the Institute.
   “The budget
is the biggest
concern on ev-
eryone’s mind
right now,” Di-
Sabatino said.
     “It is of prime
importance that
we look at our
budget, manage
the cut we just

took and prepare our budget for
next year. So that’s a very high pri-
ority,” she said.
      Still, while in the position, she
does not expect to make changes, as
that is not her purpose for filling the
position.

“I’m just interim,” DiSabatino
said.

“But certainly, you don’t want
anything to fall through the cracks,
and you want to make sure the stu-
dents are served well.”

Women’s Awareness Month and an
on-campus production of The Va-
gina Monologues.

 Representatives became very flus-
tered due to the bill’s contractual
obligations that kept WAM from
curbing its cost in any way with the
money it earned from the produc-
tion.

In fact, all proceeds from the
event would go to charities in the

Atlanta area. However, representa-
tives stood to their principles on the
bill and passed it.

In their addresses at the begin-
ning of the night all three VPs and
the President complimented UHR
and the school on recent events such
as “Juniors at Juniors” last Thurs-
day, and the recent, great success of
many Tech athletic teams.

Treasurer Amy Phuong an-
nounced that a student fee commit-
tee recommended an increase in most
student fees next year.

“I’m just interim. But...
you don’t want
anything to fall
through the cracks
and...make sure the
students are served
well.”
Gail DiSabatino
Acting VP of Student Affairs

By Gaurav Nagle/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Student Center Commons takes shape. A series of problems have delayed parts of the new facilityThe Student Center Commons takes shape. A series of problems have delayed parts of the new facilityThe Student Center Commons takes shape. A series of problems have delayed parts of the new facilityThe Student Center Commons takes shape. A series of problems have delayed parts of the new facilityThe Student Center Commons takes shape. A series of problems have delayed parts of the new facility
in the Houston Building. However, according to Student Center Director Rich Steele, a recently discoveredin the Houston Building. However, according to Student Center Director Rich Steele, a recently discoveredin the Houston Building. However, according to Student Center Director Rich Steele, a recently discoveredin the Houston Building. However, according to Student Center Director Rich Steele, a recently discoveredin the Houston Building. However, according to Student Center Director Rich Steele, a recently discovered
sewer problem will not add to the delays. The SCC is set to open in stages beginning next month.sewer problem will not add to the delays. The SCC is set to open in stages beginning next month.sewer problem will not add to the delays. The SCC is set to open in stages beginning next month.sewer problem will not add to the delays. The SCC is set to open in stages beginning next month.sewer problem will not add to the delays. The SCC is set to open in stages beginning next month.
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Locked from page 1

“I think if I go here for
a full five years, I
would never use that
[system].”
Robert Calhoun
EE major

A lot of things went on outside of the bubble of Georgia Tech this
week. Below are summaries of a few of the important events taking
place throughout the nation and the world.

Breaking
the Bubble

Bush calls for manned Moon, Mars missions
President Bush asked Congress Wednesday to increase NASA’s

funding by $1 billion over the next five years.  The money is
proposed in order to allow NASA to follow a nine-page executive
policy directive that calls for moving away from space shuttle
missions and toward exploration of space beyond the current 300-
mile-high orbit of the space shuttles.

Bush proposed creation of a Crew Exploration Vehicle de-
signed to carry astronauts into deep space. Such a craft might be
ready for a moon mission between 2015 and 2020. A base could
then be constructed on the moon for research and to serve as a
waypoint for manned missions to Mars.

The directive could spell the end of the space shuttle, which will
fall out of use after 2010 should the new shift in focus occur.

No. 54 of Iraq’s Most Wanted captured
Former Baath party leader Khamis Sirhan al-Muhammad was

captured Sunday in the Iraqi town of Ramadi. Army spokesperson
Gen. Mark Kimmitt called al-Muhammad “an enabler for many
of the resistance attacks on Iraqis as well as U.S. and coalition
forces.” All but 13 of the 55 most wanted Iraqis have been killed or
captured to date.

Economic rebound continues to gain steam
The Federal Reserve Wednesday indicated that the economic

rebound that occurred in the latter half of 2003 has continued
through this month, and appears to be gaining momentum. Most
analysts think the current interest rates, set at a 45-year low of one
percent, will remain at its low level to sustain a solid economic
comeback in 2004.

Such low interest rates have been made possible by the low core
inflation rate, up just one percent total over 2003. Also, the U.S.
trade deficit fell to $38 billion, its lowest level in a year, thanks to
increased exports and decreased imports. The manufacturing sec-
tor is also seeing signs of a coming rebound, which analysts hope
will translate into increased factory jobs.

doors to remain locked at night, yet
still guarantee student access.

One important aspect of the
change is the increased ease with
which students can use the center to
study, even after hours.

“I like the idea,” said Laura Wood,
a second-year Chemical Engineer-
ing major. “Sometimes I will go there
to do group study, and the last time
I was studying there, there were def-
initely some strang people in there.”

Second-year Aerospace Engineer-
ing major Daniel Cooksey said he,
too, agrees with the new security
policy. “It sounds like an excellent
plan, because now homeless people

“Our goal is still to provide a 24-
hour facility, and we can ideally
do that by allowing people to
have BuzzCard access...”
Rich Steele
Director, Student Center

can’t butt in on our midnight D
and D [Dungeons and Dragons].”

Steele said police will also be able
to provide better security in the build-
ing—simply asking people whether
they have a BuzzCard will reveal if
they are supposed to be in the build-
ing after hours, thus creating for a
safer environment.

ing the vehicles and being able to
identify when the next vehicle is
going to arrive, where it is in the
system.”

The trackers will offer more than
a trolley’s location.

“There [are] buttons on the box
now that will call into public safety,
so if there’s an emergency [drivers]
can dial directly into public safety.”

The GPS trackers will also pro-
vide “a lot of data” that the depart-
ment can use to improve efficiency,
Furniss said.

 “At some point, hopefully we’ll
be able to do ridership counts auto-
matically. We do it manually right
now. [The trackers] will help us
monitor the [trolley] system, justify
its existence [and] help us make
changes down the line.”

Reaction to the new system has
been mixed. “I think I would use it
if it was really cold outside and I’m
in a building and want to know
when it will come next, but I think
for most students it’s not going to
help them at all because they’re not
really close to a computer,” said grad-
uate student Jeff Gross.

“I think a GPS system is a good
idea,” said fourth-year Computer

Engineering major Ben Johnson. “It
may not be as practical as it’s in-
tended to be because you actually
have to have internet access, from
what I saw,” he said.

“I think if I go here for a full five
years, I would never use that [sys-
tem],” said Robert Calhoun, a sec-
ond-year Electrical Engineering
major.

To respond to these concerns,
Furniss said that other elements will
be added over time to improve the
system.

WiFi internet coverage will even-
tually be offered at most stops. That
way, students can use their laptop
computers to monitor the website.
Some liquid crystal displays will also
be added over time.

“We’re going to have [liquid crys-

tal] signs at four of our key transit
stops in the very near future, hope-
fully in the next several weeks.”

These signs will show the track-
ing data from the system. While the
exact locations have yet to be deter-
mined, Furniss said that they will
likely be located on both sides of
Atlantic Drive near the Cherry Em-
erson building, the turnaround across
from the Campus Recreation Cen-
ter and at one of the two stops in
Technology Square.

“Signs at the stations would be
really nice, but I think that would
also be a pretty big expense, too,”
Johnson said.

“This is a pilot system,” Furniss
said. Over the summer, the results
will be analyzed.

“If it’s working like we want it to
and like [NextBus] said it will, and
it gives us all the program advantag-
es that we want, then we will proba-
bly expand that into the Stinger
system,” Furniss said. If that hap-
pens, LCD screens would probably
be placed at most Stinger stops, along
with shelters.

Money for the system came from
Parking and Transportation’s capi-
tal budget. Furniss did not know
the exact cost because negotiations
with NextBus are ongoing.

Other than that detail, though,
Steele said there would be no nota-
ble change in what students are and
are not allowed to do inside the
Student Center at night.

Steele said the same system will
also be implemented when the Stu-
dent Center Commons opens next
month.
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