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Ultimate from page 28

“One of our goals 
was to raise our 
national profile, 
which we’re doing 
slowly but surely. 
I think a lot of 
that helped this 
past weekend at 
Terminus...”

Parag Gajarawala
Men’s ultimate president

ultimate,” according to Gajarawala, 
has its own Top 25 poll as well, rank-
ing Tech at No. 9 in the country 
behind N.C. State, the winner of 
Terminus, the last tournament in 
which Tech competed.

The nine-man squad placed the 
highest in tournament competition 
a men’s ultimate frisbee team from 
Georgia Tech has ever placed with a 
second-place finish nearly a week ago 
at the event, losing to fellow Atlantic 
Coast Region member, N.C. State 
in the championship game. 

They had defeated N.C. State 
10-6 earlier in the tournament and 
proceeded to secure victories against 
Michigan, Boston University, 
Rutgers, Oklahoma and Michigan 
State in the competition. Terminus 
was played near Tech’s campus in 
Cumming, Ga.

The season started in the fall, 
which is widely known in the Ulti-
mate community as the part of the 
season where colleges mold their 
teams and prepare for the spring. 
Teams travel for tournaments week-
end after weekend. 

“Early in the season we just 
wanted to get as many people expe-
rienced as possible. We went to two 
big tournaments in the fall season. 
One was in Greenville, N.C., and 
we brought a lot of rookies and new 
players, and after that weekend, we 
made the distinction between the 
A-team and B-team. We still did 
pretty well in that tournament; we 
made it to the semifinals,” Gajar-
awala said.

The team then went on to Athens 
for its second competitive fall tourna-
ment, one which Gajarawala says is 
one of the few very competitive fall 
tournaments in the country. 

Tribe managed a winning record 
and came away feeling hopeful for the 
more competitive spring season.

“We ended up with a winning 
record so we did pretty well. We beat 
like three or four teams that went to 
Nationals the previous year.”

By the time February rolled 
around, Tribe was looking to 
continue its impressive run in the 
fall in the Queen City Tune-Up in 
Charlotte, N.C. where they went 
2-2 in the round robin stage and 
took an early-round exit to Florida, 
a top-five team in the country, who 
is also in the same Atlantic Coast 
Region as Tech.

“The real college season, though, 
starts in the spring… and we didn’t 
do as well as we had hoped [in the 
Queen City Tune-Up]. We lost some 
games we were capable of winning 

and we ended up finishing No. 11,” 
Gajarawala said. 

Over a weekend in late February, 
the team traveled to San Diego to 
prove to the West Coast teams there’s 
competition east of the Mississippi, 
but Tribe didn’t get the chance 
thanks to a guest appearance by 
horrid weather conditions. 

“We had a tournament in San 
Diego, which was sort of a disap-
pointment because they ended up 
getting half of their yearly rainfall 
that weekend, so the games on Sat-
urday and Monday were cancelled. 
We only had four games, and we only 
lost one game. It was disappointing 
because we wanted to go out to the 
West Coast and prove ourselves to 
the West Coast teams and we didn’t 

a chance to do that, unfortunately,” 
Gajarawala said.

“One of our goals was to raise 
our national profile, which we’re 
doing slowly but surely. I think a 
lot of that helped this past weekend 
at Terminus where we played really 
well all weekend and we ended up 
making it to the finals where we 
lost to N.C. State but we ended up 
finishing second overall out of 32 
teams,” he said.

The team’s next tournament, 
Centex, will be held in Austin, Texas. 
According to Gajarawala, Centex is 
the “single strongest men’s tourna-
ment this spring season.” 

The tournament features 24 men’s 
teams and every one of them finished 
in the top 36 in the country out of 
the over 380 college teams that play 
competitively.

A new age has dawned in women’s 
ultimate under the helm of new coach 
Lori Parham. 

“Lori brings to [the team] over 
15 years of Ultimate experience, 
previous coaching experience at 
Brown University and five National 
Club Championships Titles won 
while playing with Lady Godiva in 
Boston, Mass. 

Wreck has already started to see 
the impact of Lori’s teachings on 
the field. Under her guidance, this 
season looks more promising than 
ever for Wreck Ultimate,” team 
member Alexis Hillock said.

Through two tournaments this 
spring, Mardi Gras in early Febru-
ary and Terminus last week, the 
women have learned a great deal 
about where they stand and what 
needs improving.

“Wreck saw a lot of improvement 
as a team between Mardi Gras and 
Terminus, and we expect to do even 
better in our next tournament, which 
is College Easterns, on April 2-3 in 
Wilmington, NC.  

After that, it’s on to the Ulti-
mate Players Association College 
Championship series!  Our sectional 
championship tournament will be 
April 16-17 in Athens, GA,” Hill-
ock said. 

Howard soars above 
competition at NCAAs

By Patrick Odneal
Assistant Sports Editor

Chaunte Howard won her second 
consecutive indoor national cham-
pionship by clearing 6’3.50” in the 
high jump, which tied her own school 
record in the event. This jump gave 
Howard her fifth 
A l l-American 
honor.

Four athletes 
represented Tech 
at the national 
meet held last 
weekend at the 
University of Ar-
kansas in Fay-
etteville, Ark. 

In addition to 
Howard, Ashlee 
Kidd compet-
ed in the 400 
meters, Dana 
Rogers ran in 
the 60-meter 
hurd le s ,  and 
Montrell Person 
competed in the 60-meter hurdles 
as the sole representative of the 
men’s team. 

After posting a time of 7.78 in 
the preliminaries, Person ran a 7.85 
in the finals and finished seventh in 
the 60-meter hurdles. Person, who 
holds the school record with a time 
of 7.76, gained All-American honors 
for the first time in his career. 

Rogers finished 12th in the 
women’s 60-meter hurdles with a 
time of 8.27. Kidd did not qualify 
for the finals in the 400 meters, but 
she did set a personal-record time of 
53.25 in the preliminaries.

The women’s team finished tied 
for 21st in the nation for the second 
year in a row in the indoor meet, 
and they also finished in the top 25 
last year at the outdoor champion-

ships.
“Our goal is to finish in the top 

25 at nationals,” said Women’s Head 
Coach Alan Drosky. “That being 
said, we would’ve still liked to fin-
ish higher, but three straight top-25 
finishes is pretty solid.”

The men’s team finished tied 
for 48th. “We’re 
ver y plea sed 
about getting 
back on the 
board at na-
tionals,” said 
Men’s  Head 
Coach Gro-
ver Hinsdale. 
“We’re proud of 
Montrell’s per-
formance at the 
indoor champi-
onships. I know 
that we’re all 
looking forward 
to the outdoor 
season, espe-
cially Montrell, 
because I believe 

that the 110-meter hurdles is really 
his forte.”

In addition to the 110-meter 
hurdles, Person will also compete 
in the 400-meter hurdles in the 
outdoor season which begins this 
weekend with competition today and 
tomorrow at the Alabama Relays in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Howard enters the outdoor season 
with 20 consecutive victories in high 
jump events. She holds the school 
record in high jump for both the 
indoor and outdoor seasons. Her 
mark of 6’6” is the current outdoor 
high jump school record.

The Jackets will host two meets 
this season. The Yellow Jacket In-
vitational is scheduled for April 2. 
The Georgia Tech Invitational will 
be May 13 and 14 . 

“Our goal is to 
finish in the top 
25 at nationals. 
That being said, we 
would’ve still liked 
to finish higher, but 
three straight top-
25 finishes is pretty 
solid.”

Alan Drosky
Women’s track head coach
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ramblin’with Christine SheridanBy Edward Tamsberg
junior 
softball

This year’s softball team has taken 
Tech to a new level, and among 
the team’s leaders is a fresh face at 
shortstop.

Christine Sheridan is a third-year 
transfer student from East Carolina 
University. This past Monday after 
finishing 5-for-9 and extending 
her hitting streak to 10 games with 
Tech’s 4-0 victory over UNC, the 
ACC named Sheridan its softball 
player of the week.

The ‘Nique sat down with this 
Pasadena, Md. native to talk about 
her joining up with Georgia’s finest 
softball team and her first impres-
sions of life at Tech. 

‘Nique: So, you transferred here 
from East Carolina University. 
How did that come about?

Sheridan: I went to East Carolina 
for two years out of high school and 
then after two years I figured out that 
it wasn’t the place I wanted to be as 
far as academics and softball—it just 
wasn’t getting me where I wanted to 
be. So over the summer I decided to 
leave East Carolina. I got my release 
to transfer and started talking to 
some schools, most of which just 
happened to be in the ACC. Georgia 
Tech showed some interest, gave me 
some promise for what I could do to 
help out the team and that is where 
I made my decision.

‘Nique: Was it difficult adjust-
ing to the team when you first 
got here?

Sheridan: No it wasn’t because I 
have always played with good teams 
in the past like in summer ball, and 
in high school we dominated our 
conference. So to come to a ranked 
school, it wasn’t a shock to me. This 
is what I expected it to be, and this 
is where I had hoped to be all four 
years of my softball career.

‘Nique: Was the whole transfer 
intimidating to you or was it just 
deceptively easy?

Sheridan: It definitely wasn’t 
easy because it is never easy to leave 
something you are comfortable with. 
I knew East Carolina. I had been 
there for two years. I had friends 
that I had for two years. So that was 
tough, but, you know, that is part 
of life, making adjustments, moving 
on, got to do what you got to do. I 
am looking toward the future here. 
I can’t live in the past.

‘Nique: What did you think of 
classes when you got here? Were 
you at all surprised?

Sheridan: Surprised? No, because 
it is an engineering school, but they 
definitely were a lot harder, I would 
say. It was a challenge. 

If I could take softball classes I 

would be a 4.0, but you know that 
doesn’t happen.

‘Nique: You decided on Eco-
nomics to be your major. What 
brought you to that decision?

Sheridan: I took the introductory 
classes in my freshman year. I got 
good grades in them. I was interested. 
It was what I liked and what I was 
good at so I just stuck with that. 

 
‘Nique: What have you thought 

about Atlanta since you first came 
here? 

Sheridan: I like Atlanta because I 
grew up in the suburbs, then at East 
Carolina I was in a more country 
setting, and now I am in the city 
and it is cool to be in a different 
surrounding. I like it because it is 
different, but it is nothing I didn’t 
expect out of a city.

‘Nique: What do you think 
about your season so far as a 
team?

Sheridan: We are doing well; we 
could be doing better. There have 
been some games where one play 
here or there or one hit here or there 
would have made a different outcome 
of the game. But it is a long season, a 
70-game season, you can’t dwell on 
past games. We had a rough weekend 
at the Leadoff Classic where we lost, 
but we bounced right back. So that 
shows how tough we are, how strong 
we can come back from losses.

‘Nique: What about your team-
mates, did anybody surprise you 
when you got here?

Sheridan: No. It was nice to have a 
pitcher like Jessica, an All-American 
pitcher that dominates the game, 
where it is less than three hits in a 
game. I mean, it is kind of boring 
on defense, but you need a pitcher 
like that if you want to get to where 
we want to get and that is to the 
Regionals and the Super Regionals 
and hopefully the World Series. 

‘Nique: What do you think 
about the freshmen?

Sheridan: The freshmen are re-
ally, really promising for our future 
because they are good now, and they 
are still babies. They haven’t seen a 
lot as far as college softball goes... It 
will be exciting to see how they will 
turnout in three years.

‘Nique: Anybody you are look-
ing forward to playing down the 
stretch?

Sheridan: Florida State. I can’t 
wait to play Florida State. They 
made it to the World Series last year 
and they are ranked lower than us 
right now, but they are still a good 
team. Any ranked team is there for 

a reason. I would say they are our 
biggest rivals just because they are 
the best competition in the confer-
ence. I am ready to play Florida 
State. Of course, I want to play 
Maryland because I am from there. 
My best friend plays second [base] 
and first on Maryland. So it will be 
interesting to play against her, and 
all of our families will be there and 
friends and they know both of us. 
So that will be cool but that is more 
of a personal thing. 

‘Nique: What are your expecta-
tions or goals for the team by the 
end of the season?

Sheridan: Well team goals are to 
win the ACCs, go to Regionals and 
hopefully do well in the Regionals, 
move on to the Super Regionals and 
ultimately go to the World Series. I 
want to go to the World Series before 
I graduate; I am telling all the fresh-
men below me ‘Look we are going to 
the World Series. I don’t care what 
you have to do. You got three more 
years to do it. I only got two.’ So I 
want to go soon.

‘Nique: Finally, do you have 
any superstitions and, if so, what 
are they?

Sheridan: I always put my uni-
form on in the same order, and it is 
always right to left. That is the big 
key. If I have my left shoe, I have to 
put my right shoe on before I can 
put on the left. I also don’t look at 
my stats. 

My freshman year I didn’t look at 
my stats and I was freshman of the 
year in Conference-USA. Sopho-
more year I was doing good, started 
looking at my stats and dropped. I 
still did well but I could have done 
a lot better. I just got superstitious. 
So this year I stopped looking at 
my stats. 

By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Junior Christine Sheridan makes a play at shortstop for the Jackets. 
Sheridan leads the team in batting average and home runs.   
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Softball wins two 
of three over UNC

Last weekend the softball team 
played their first ACC games of the 
season and won two out of three in a 
home series against North Carolina. 
The team is now 23-6 overall and 
2-1 in the ACC.

In the first game last Friday, 
Savannah Brown hit a grand slam 
in the first inning to lead the Jackets 
as they downed the Tar Heels 12-2. 
In the second game the Jackets lost 
6-4 in eight innings. 

In Sunday’s game senior Jessica 
Sallinger threw a complete-game 
shutout as the Jackets won 4-0.

The softball team is ranked No. 
20 in the nation according to the 
USA Today/ NFCA poll.

The team plays this weekend in a 
four-game tournament in Orlando 
hosted by the University of Central 
Florida. The next ACC contest is 
Friday, March 26 when the Florida 
Seminoles come to Atlanta for three 
games.

ACC reprimands 
Hewitt for remarks

ACC Commissioner John Swof-
ford has issued a public reprimand to 
men’s basketball coach Paul Hewitt 
for his recent comments criticizing 
officiating. 

Swofford said that any further 
violations of the ACC’s Sportsman-
like Policy “may result in a coaching 
suspension for one game.” Hewitt 
has publicly apologized.

By Derrick Ma / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Less than three months after beating Syracuse 51-14 in the Champs 
Sports Bowl, the football team has started spring practice.

By Lokesh Padhye
Contributing Writer

The Jackets started their spring 
practice with two days of workouts 
at Rose Bowl Field last week. They 
will continue through this Saturday 
and then take a week off for spring 
break before resuming drills from 
March 29-April 16.

Tech crushed Syracuse 51-14 
in the Champs Sports Bowl last 

December and posted an eighth 
consecutive winning season and 
an eighth straight year of at least 
seven victories. In the process Tech 
became one of just eight schools in 
the nation to play in a bowl game 
each of the last eight years.  

This spring, most fan attention 
will be focused on the action behind 
the offensive line. With a highly 
anticipated open competition at 
quarterback, that’s understandable. 

Reggie Ball is expected to be pushed 
by a pair of redshirt freshmen, Taylor 
Bennett and Kyle Manley. 

Head Coach Chan Gailey wants 
more consistency out of the posi-
tion, and Bennett and Manley will 
get a chance to supplant Ball as the 
starter. Ball threw 17 interceptions 
last fall.

The Jackets return former ACC 
rushing leader P. J. Daniels at tail-
back and sensational sophomore 
wide receiver Calvin Johnson, the 
2004 ACC Rookie of the Year, to 
the offense.

Johnson showed how special of 
a  player he is last fall, but he’ll need 
some help in the coming season. 
Second and third options Nate Curry 
and Levon Thomas exhausted their 
eligibility last fall, leaving a vacancy. 
Damarius Bilbo gets his chance to 
be a go-to receiver opposite Johnson, 
while James Johnson, Xavier Mc-
Guire, Pat Clark and Chris Dunlap 
will also compete at the position.

But the Jackets’ most pressing is-
sue this spring involves the offensive 
line that returns only two starters. 
Tech must replace three starters up 
front for the second straight year.             

Incumbent starters Brad Hon-
eycutt and Matt Rhodes return on 
the offensive line, but Honeycutt, a 
two-year starter at right guard, will 
move to right tackle.

Nate McManus enters the spring 
as the starting center as Kevin Tu-
minello continues to struggle with a 
foot injury. Tuminello was projected 
as the starting center last fall, but 

he never got to the field. He’ll see 
limited action during spring drills. 

Three redshirt freshmen will vie 
for the all-important left tackle spot, 
while Manfield Wrotto is expected to 
fill the other open line spot at right 
guard. Wrotto spent his first two 
seasons at Tech at defensive tackle, 
but he was a star offensive lineman 
in high school.

The Jackets face very little 
turnover on defense as 10 starters 
return, led by All-ACC middle 
linebacker Gerris Wilkinson and 
two-time All-ACC defensive end 
Eric Henderson. 

Tech’s defense was outstanding 
last fall, ranking 12th in the nation by 
allowing just 297.9 yards per game, 
the best figure by a Tech defense 
since 1991. 

Tech welcomes back a pair of 
productive players in defensive end 
Travis Parker and safety Chris Reis, 
as well as two-year starters Reuben 
Houston at cornerback and Dawan 
Landry at safety.

The only major move involves 
Chris Reis, who starred at outside 
linebacker last season. Reis, who 
moved from safety to linebacker last 
spring, must readjust to the defensive 
backfield and gain experience in pass 
coverage. He’ll play strong safety, 
with Dawan Landry moving from 
that spot to free safety to replace 
All-ACC player James Butler. Phil-
lip Wheeler, who has drawn rave 
reviews, will get a chance to earn 
the outside linebacker spot to fill 
out the defense.

Football kicks off spring practice
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right field line to empty the bases 
and give the Jackets the lead as well 
as what would ultimately be the game 
winning hit. Wes Hodges singled to 
drive in yet another run and open 
up the wound a bit more before the 
Deacon’s tried to frantically get their 
bullpen ready. Kindell homered to 
center field on the following pitch to 
put the Jackets up 9-4. After Ham-
mond walked Slayden, the Deacon’s 
brought in Charlie Mellies to finally 
end the inning.

Wood was relieved by Weiters 
in the seventh, who closed out the 
game for the Jackets and secured 

the win.
“I got the win 

for the game 
when he got his 
700th win, so to 
be out there to 
finish the game 
for his 500th 
[win at Tech] is 
a great feeling,” 
Weiters said.

“Any t ime 
you give up runs 
early, you hope 
you can answer 
the call,” Hall 
sa id. “That’s 

been one of the things that this 
team has done all year. If somebody 
scores, it seems like we always come 
in and get some runs. It’s big to be 
able to not only get runs but also 
take the lead.”

The Jackets added three more 
runs in the bottom of the sixth. 
Greene hit his second grand slam 
of the weekend to bring the game 
to the final margin of 16-5.

“It’s another weekend in the 
league and you have to be ready 
to go each weekend,”  Hall said. 
“Fortunately, we have a chance to 
play at home and I’m excited about 
that. I look forward to playing [N.C. 
State].”

The Jackets will be continuing 
their home stand over the weekend 
with a series against ACC foe N.C. 
State before facing Auburn at home 
on Tuesday.

Preview from page 28
Today’s first round game in the 

NCAA Tournament against the 
George Washington Colonials marks 
the second straight season the Jackets 
have made the NCAA Tournament 
and entered as a favorite. Tech is 
the No. 5 seed in the Albuquerque 
bracket and will face off with George 
Washington in Nashville, Tenn. at 
approximately 9:45 p.m.

The Colonials are coming off 
their first Atlantic 10 championship 
in school history and tonight’s game 
against Tech marks the first appear-
ance Head Coach Karl Hobbs will 
make in the NCAA Tournament 
and is the first since 1999 for the 
school itself. GW is 3-7 all-time in 
the NCAA Tournament.

“Basically, I’ve watched them play 
a couple of times. I know they like 
to run and I know they like to press. 
So that’s basically all I know right 
now,” Elder said. Ironically, Tech 
practiced in George Washington’s 
gym to prepare for the ACC Tourna-
ment in Washington, D.C. 

Tech had a walk-through and 
scouting session of George Wash-
ington Tuesday night to become 
more familiar with their personnel 
and gameplay.

This is Tech’s first trip to Nashville 
in over four decades; at that time 
Tech was still part of the Southeast-
ern Conference. The Jackets have 
managed to see George Washington 
a little more often as tonight marks 
the third meeting between the two 
colleges. Tech won both meetings 
in 1988. 

The Tournament game against 
an Atlantic 10 opponent is only the 
second under Paul Hewitt in post-
season play. The first encounter with 
the conference came at the hands of 
St. Joseph’s in 2001, which ended in 
a close four-point loss.

“[George Washington is] a team 
that is very similar to ours in that 
we will both get up and down [the 
court], and we both can score in the 
80s and 90s...they are a very athletic 

team, and they pressure; they are 
going to throw different pressures at 
you,” Hewitt said going through a 
mental list of observations of George 
Washington. 

“They won the A-10. For people 
that are familiar with the A-10, that 
is a pretty significant accomplish-
ment, but if you’re not familiar with 
the A-10, just know that they beat 
Maryland and Michigan State. That 
pretty much says it all. It will be a big, 
big challenge,” Hewitt said.

After the conclusion of the 
NCAA Tournament in 2004 and 
Tech’s amazing run to the champi-
onship game last year, Will Bynum 
let Hewitt know that the best 
preparation the team got for their 
unprecedented run to the finals was 
in the ACC Tournament, where Tech 
advanced to the semifinals with a 
buzzer beater by guard Jarrett Jack 
over North Carolina only to get 
stymied by Duke.

The Jackets once again prepared 
for the NCAA Tournament by 
competing against the ACC’s fin-
est. After defeating a tough North 
Carolina squad and suffering a close 
loss to Duke in this year’s ACC 
Tournament, Luke Schenscher 
feels confident he’s learned the best 
way he can to prepare for March 
Madness. 

“Playing in the ACC is pretty 

much the best preparation you can 
get going into the tournament, and 
having three ACC games in a row like 
that definitely is something we can 
use to help us,” Schenscher said.

“We played two No. 1 seeds, and 
we beat one and battled the other 
one down to the wire. If you can’t 
get any momentum or confidence 
off of that, then I don’t know what 
would,” Jack said at the team’s last 
press conference on Tuesday before 
leaving for Nashville.

Finally clearing itself of the 
season-long injury bug, Tech looks 
to dress all 14 players for the game 
with senior forward Isma’il Muham-
mad coming back from treatment 
on knee tendonitis and Jack resting 
a low ankle sprain and a bruised 
shoulder.

Hewitt said that Jack rested the 
majority of this week. “He didn’t 
work out [Tuesday], but I think that 
he will be fine,” he said.

As the season has progressed, so 
has Tech with their team chemistry 
and their ability to win as a unit. 

With B.J. Elder and freshman 
forward Jeremis Smith close to “mid-
season form” according to Hewitt, 
this is a team that is still improving 
while keeping up with the best in the 
ACC  by recently defeating North 
Carolina and playing league pow-
ers Wake Forest and Duke in close 
contests that ended in heartbreaking 
defeats for the Jackets.

Jack has managed to turn those 
disappointing close losses into moti-
vation to finish last year’s unfinished 
road to an NCAA Championship. 

“Nobody wants to go home. It’s 
not like you can just lose and start 
over and say, ‘Alright we’re going to 
do this game over.’ Nobody wants 
their season to end, and I think that’s 
the beauty of the tournament. 

“Each time you’re going to get 
that team’s best shot. Regardless 
of what the situation is, it doesn’t 
really matter what seed you are. 
Everybody is 0-0 right now; it’s like 
a brand new season. You’ve got to 
take that approach to every game,” 
Jack said.

“Basically, I’ve 
watched [George 
Washington] play 
a couple of times. 
I know they like to 
run and I know they 
like to press. So 
that’s basically all I 
know right now.”

B.J. Elder
Senior guard

Baseball from page 28
in the ninth inning.

“We just keep trying to get them 
out, and you are waiting to get that 
third out in the ninth,” Hall said. 
“They can swing the bats very well as 
well. The conditions were offensive 
with the wind blowing out.”

The Jackets were in for a milestone 
day on Sunday. Tech awarded a 
plaque to Hall before the game to 
commemorate his 700th career win 
as a collegiate manager.

The Jackets  scored in double fig-
ures for a school 
record eighth 
c o n s e c u t i v e 
game, includ-
ing 15 or more 
in each of the 
past six.

The win also 
set the ACC re-
cord for most 
c o n s e c u t i v e 
conference wins 
with 22.

Wake Forest 
scored four runs 
in the first in-
ning to take the 
early lead, but Blake Wood settled 
down and then pitched five score-
less innings.

“We changed the way that we 
were pitching them,” Hall said. 
“We had one idea on how we were 
going to try to get them out. Then 
we totally changed the way that we 
were going to pitch to their hitters. 
To [Wood’s] credit, he did a great 
job executing those pitches.”

The Jackets scored an impressive 
nine runs in the second to take the 
lead for good.

Jeremy Slayden and Whit Rob-
bins both singled with one out in the 
inning before Wake Forest’s Matt 
Hammond walked Andy Hawranick 
to load the bases. Hammond then 
proceeded to walk in Greene to drive 
in the first run of the ball game for 
the Jackets.

Blackwood doubled down the 

“Anytime you give 
up runs early, you 
hope you can answer 
the call. That’s been 
one of the things 
that this team has 
done all year.

Danny Hall
Baseball head coach

  Pick up a copy of 
the Technique every 

Friday
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 by  the numbers 
 500 

 
Th e number of wins that Base-

ball Head Coach Danny Hall has 
in his career with the Jackets. Last 
weekend Tech swept Wake Forest 
in a three-game home stand to give 
Hall a career record of 500-213 
(.701). With fi ve more wins Hall 
will become the winningest coach 
in school history. 

Th e Jackets have won 22 straight 
ACC games which is a new confer-
ence record. Th e team looks to 
continue their streak this weekend 
with a three-game home stand 
against N.C. State. Tonight’s game 
begins at 7 p.m.
 

 22 
 
Senior softball pitcher Jessica 

Sallinger was drafted 22nd overall 
in the inaugural LPSA college senior 
draft. In February Sallinger was 
selected ninth overall in the rival 
National Pro Fastpitch league.  

On to the dance...

Tech rolls into the NCAA Tournament against George Washington in 
Nashville today after topping Virginia Tech 73-54 and defeating top-seeded 
North Carolina 78-75 before Duke narrowly slipped past the Jackets 69-64 
in a thrilling ACC Championship Game. See Preview, Page 27

Jackets roar into NCAA Tournament

Baseball adds to streak
By Michael Clarke
Senior Staff  Writer

Th e Jackets (16-2, 6-0 ACC) 
opened up the weekend by defeat-
ing Wake Forest 15-5 on Friday 
night. Tech held off  a late-inning 
rally by the Deacons to preserve a 
16-14 victory before fi nishing off  
the weekend with a 16-5 victory 
to sweep the series.

Tech has won 22 consecutive 
wins in the conference, which is 
a new ACC record. 

Th e victories also gave Head 
Coach Danny Hall his 500th 
win with the Jackets. Hall’s 
career record currently stands 
at 708-330, and he is 500-213 
at Tech.

Jason Neighborgall continued 
his strong start to the season 
with another solid outing. Th e 
ace pitched six innings, giving 
up only one earned run and 
two runs overall. He allowed 
three hits and fi ve walks while 
striking out six.

In the fi rst game freshman 
Matt Weiters hit a solo home 
run in the third inning before 
the Jackets and Deacons traded 
runs during the fi fth and six 
innings. Wake Forest rallied in 
the top of the seventh inning to 
score three runs on four hits and 
close the gap to 7-5.

Th e Jackets responded in the 
bottom half of the inning when 
Wes Hodges hit a solo home 
run. Matt Weiters followed up 
with a single to right fi eld and 
was later driven home by a Mike 
Trapani single. 

With the bases loaded in the 
seventh, Tyler Greene hit an in-

side-the-park grand slam. Greene 
was aided by the left fi elder, who 
stopped to argue that the play 
should be ruled a ground-rule 
double. Th e six runs in the inning 
expanded the Jackets lead to a 
comfortable 13-5 margin.

Th e next day the two teams 
met up in a game that had 30 
runs scored on 34 hits and seven 
errors between the two schools. 
Th e Jackets were able to fend off  
a ninth-inning rally to ward off  
the Deacons 16-14.

With the score of 10-9 in favor 
of Wake Forest, Tim Gustafson 

went to the mound to try to 
relieve Tech. Gustafson worked 
two and two-thirds of an inning, 
allowing one run on three hits 
before handing over the game 
to Jordan Crews who picked up 
his second save of the season by 
recording the fi nal four outs of 
the game.

Th e Jackets responded with 
three runs in both the sixth and 
seventh innings to give them an 
advantage that would hold out 
against a four-run rally for Wake 

 sports
shorts 

 Tennis teams split 
matches with UGA 

 Th e No. 16 women’s tennis team 
beat No. 2 UGA 4-3 Wednesday.  
Kristi Miller, Dasha Potapova, 
Alison Silverio and Lyndsay Shosho 
all won their singles matches to give 
Tech the upset victory. Miller, ranked 
No. 24 in the nation, beat No. 4 
Shadisha Robinson 2-6, 6-2, 7-6.

Th e men’s tennis team lost to 
the No. 6 ranked UGA team 5-2 
this past Wednesday and dropped 
to 7-4 on the season. Earlier in the 
week the Jackets downed the Miami 
Hurricanes 6-1 for their fi rst confer-
ence win this season.

  

 B-ball dons new 
shoes for tourney

Nike has designed customized 
kicks for some of the teams in this 
year’s NCAA tournament. Tech 
players, if they choose, will wear the 
custom-designed shoes in today’s 
game against George Washington. 
Th e shoes are also available for sale 
to the general public.

SPRINGING INTO ACTION
Football is back and swarming Rose Bowl 
Field for spring practice—fi nd out what 
positions are up for grabs.  Page 26

ROCKIN’ THE MOCK
Tech’s mock trial team is building a national 
reputation as a result of its success in top 
tournaments around the country.  Page 13

Ultimate climbs in rankings
By Vishal Patel

Contributing Writer

Th e men’s ultimate frisbee team 
is shining this spring, the most 
important period of its year-long 
season. 

Team President Parag Gajarawala 
said this may be the best squad he’s 
played with in the four years he’s 
been with Tribe, the name given to 
the top men’s team. 

As a result of their exceptional 
play, Tech has started to garner the 
national spotlight. 

“Th is is the best it’s been since I’ve 
been down here,” Gajarawala said.

In its last two tournaments over 
the past month, Tribe has only suf-
fered three losses; two of the three 
have been against top-10 teams 
according to the Ultimate Players As-
sociation—No. 6 British Columbia 
and No. 8 Illinois. Th ey registered 
impressive victories over No. 9 
Michigan and No. 18 Oklahoma in 
the same stretch. Tech was No. 20 at 
the time of the tournament. 

Th e Tuesday release of the RRI 
rankings gave Tech a 10-spot boost 
as Tribe cracked the top 10 in the 
country as the No. 10 team. Th e 
UPA, the “governing organization of  By Raymond Chafi n  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

  The Tribe, the men’s ultimate club team, has registered some im-
pressive wins this season and is ranked in the top 10 nationally.    See Ultimate, page 24

 By Ariel Bravy  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

 Starting center fi elder and leadoff batter Danny Payne is batting 
.416 this season for the Jackets, who have a 16-2 record.   

See Baseball, page 27

By Vishal Patel

By Raymond Chafi n / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS


