
Z - I I I V O L . X X ATLANTA, GEORGIA, FEBRUARY 21,1941 No. 17 

F I G H T I N G P R O F 
LOSES BY T. K. O. 

Tech Math Professor Puts Up Game 
Fight But Loses to Piedmont Student. 

By HUGH POWELL 

A source of much puzzlement is what could have converted a 
peace-loving, violin-playing math professor into a hell for leather, 
fist-slinging, glutton for punishment, boxer. Now, we know that 
Tech has had shocking effects on nice, innocent freshmen, but for 
a faculty member to be thus affected 
—well, that's unusual! But the vic­
tim of just such an urge was Profes­
sor McClay of the Math Department. 

On Tuesday night, February 18, 
Tech's mathematical pugilist (Gene 
Tunney liked Shakespeare) appeared 
in the welterweight division of the 
Golden Gloves Tournament opposite 
Lorrenzo Allgood, Piedmont College 
undergraduate. Although profes­
sional pride usually prevents such 
settlements in the classroom, profes­
sor and student at last had an equal 
opportunity to factor and reduce 
each other to the best of their ability. 

In the first frame the recoil from 
the Harvard Ph.D.'s own blow 
floored Tech's Golden Boy. (Allgood 

said it was a left hook, but we know 
it wasn't.) In the second frame the 
plucky Tech prof, maintained a slow 
strategic retreat. But the situation 
was becoming quite hazy by now 
(two or three too many will give the 
same effect), and in the third round 
he was canvassed again. (Just an 
accidental mistake; everybody makes 
them.) But just then, the referee 
T.K.O.ed the game prof., and the 
bout ended. 

The next day like a normal math 
professor again, Dr. McClay returned 
to his classes a little the wiser, 
with a shiner, and the knowledge 
that one or two curves and their 
"punches" can't be plotted. 

Better luck next time! 
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I. D. STUDENTS working in Tech's newest lab are members of the first class of this 
kind at Georgia Tech. The course consists of highly specialized design work. 

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN COURSE 
ATTRACTS ' W I N D O W ENGINEERS 

New Course Sponsored by Architecture 
Department- Offers Interesting Work 

By FRANK GRAHAM 

Hearing rumors from long-faced head-waggers that "there were 
some mighty strange things a-happening in that new industrial 
design lab!" your reporter grabbed a notebook and rushed to 
the scene. 

By way of explanation, industrial 
design is the voungster among Tech's 
courses ana is being presented to 
society under the protective wing of 
the Architecture Department. Pro­
fessor Andi Schiltz, head of this di­
vision, has had varied and intensive 
work in actual design he worked on 
Boeing's new "Stratoliner") and in 
the teaching of design work. 

Visitors to the laboratory of the 
new course are impressed first of all 
by two things: the light, clean, at­
mosphere and the number of outside 
students looking in through the win­
dows! These "window engineers" 
are an almost permanent feature of 
the lab—boys "just passing by" who 
happened to glance in, saw some­
thing interesting, and stayed to 
watch a while. 

The laboratory, completed in part 
by funds donated for the purpose by 
the Rockefeller Foundation, has been 
equipped with tools for working in 
almost every material—wood, metal, 
glass, plastics, textiles, ceramics, 
light, etc. The lab is located in the 
north wing of the Civil Engineering 
building on Third Street. 

Believing that a designer should 
be a new kind of specialist, a spe­

cialist in many fields instead of just 
one, the students taking the course 
are investigating not only new ma­
terials, ideas, and techniques, but 
their relation to "fundamental hu­
man needs of normal daily living." 

The work done so far this year has 
been in the form of project studies: 
the effect of different materials and 
objects on the physiological senses; 
the characteristics, possibilities, and 
limitations of both hand and ma­
chine tools; a study of abstract struc­
tures, a little work in clay models 
and plaster molds, and an introduc­
tion to the study of light and color. 

Drawing has been studied not as 
an end in itself, but as a means of 
attaining a better expression of 
ideas. To aid in new work in pho­
tography, a dark room has been 
built and will soon be fully equipped, 
complete with developing, printing, 
and enlarging facilities. 

Ten students form this year's pio­
neer class, and ten more will be se­
lected at the beginning of the next 
school year. Requirements for en­
trance to the course are essentially 
the same as for any engineering 
course, plus an extreme partiality 
for lab work of all kinds! 

Professor Harvey 
Says Declare War 
On Germany Now 

Says War Would Be 
Best Course for U. S. 

By MOSE L. HARVEY 

The following paper was presented 
by Professor Mose L. Harvey of the 
Emory University History Depart­
ment on the Georgia Tech radio pro­
gram of February 5. 

Ever since the present war began 
in Europe, we Americans have des­
perately hoped that it would not 
produce any evil consequences for 
us; we have therefore closed our 
eyes and have had blind faith that 
it will not produce any evil conse­
quences for us. In spite of over­
whelming evidence that trouble is 
gathering for us, we have said to 
ourselves and to each other that 
everything is really going to be all 
right. No matter what has happened, 
we have insisted on being optimistic. 

As a matter of fact, we should be­
lieve just exactly the opposite. Al l 
the evidence indicates that unless 
the United States joins England with 
all her resources and power, the 
odds are overwhelming in favor of a 
German victory—either complete 
with an English capitulation, or 
nearly complete with a German dic­
tated "negotiated-peace." 

That being so, we Americans are 
in this position: W e must choose one 
of two alternative courses. W e must 
either go to the assistance of Britain 
with all our might, that is join her 
in the war, or we must resign our­
selves to a German victory. 

Now, either course that we choose 
will be extremely hard on us. In 
fact, either course will be harder on 
us than anything that has ever hap­
pened to us before. 

If We Fight 

If we go to war, it will cost us 
more in blood, tears, sweat, and toil 
than any one of us can now realize. 
Tens of thousands of us will lose our 
lives. Millions of us will lose loved 
ones. Al l of us will have our plans 
upset, our futures jeopardized. Un­
told quantities of our wealth will be 
destroyed. Our passions will be 
stirred up. The worst in our natures 
will be brought to the surface. Our 
intelligence will be prostituted. Nor­
mal activity will be suspended. Pov­
erty, disease, and death will be our 
lot, for no man knows how long. 

Further, when the war is over and 
victory is won, if it should be won, 
we will have no guarantee of easy 
going. To the contrary, we will more 
than likely have very tough going— 
tougher going, in fact, than we have 
ever had before. Altogether, then, 
the war road, if we choose to take it, 
will be a hard road indeed. 

But the other road will be equally 
hard, if not harder. If we stand aside 
and allow Germany to win, it will 
cost us, and cost us, and cost us. 

The Other Rood 

Stop for a minute and think it 
through. If Germany wins the war 
in Europe, we, the American people, 
will inevitably lose, will inevitably 
suffer in these several ways: 

First, we will have to become a 
militaristic nation. On the very day 
that Germany completes her triumph 
in Europe, we will move under the 
shadow of a great menace. Whether 
or not we are attacked doesn't mat­
ter. W e will be threatened with at­
tack. As a consequence, we will be 
forced to devote every ounce of our 
energy to getting ready for war. 

Second, if Germany wins we are 
going to suffer a great economic set­
back. Our foreign trade is going to 
disappear under the pressure of 
German competition. 

Third, if Germany wins, we will 
lose our influence in and control over 
Latin America. This may sound ab­
surd. Right now we are talking 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Dr. Brittain Named 
Member Academy 
Inspecting Board 

Dr. M. L. Brittain has been ap­
pointed by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to serve as a member of a 
board of visitors which will inspect 
the U. S. Naval Academy on April 
28. Representative Carl Vinson, 
chairman of the House Naval Affairs 
Committee, and Representative Rob­
ert Ramspeck are the only other 
members from Georgia. 

This is the second time that Dr. 
Brittain has had the distinction of 
serving as a member of this group. 

Mr. Hines Speaks 
At Pi D. E. Banquet 

Constitution City Editor 
Addresses New Initiates 

Last Friday evening Pi Delta Ep­
silon, honorary literary society, had 
its initiation banquet at the Georgian 
Terrace Hotel. Al l students who 
serve faithfully two or more years 
on one of the college publications 
are eligible for membership in Pi 
Delta Epsilon, which is a national 
collegiate journalistic fraternity with 
chapters in all the major colleges 
throughout the country. 

Guest speaker at the banquet was 
"Pop" Hines, city editor of the At­
lanta Constitution. Mr. Hines has 
had long and intensive experience in 
the newspaper world, and at present 
he is teaching a journalism course 
at Oglethorpe University. 

"Work on publications is excellent 
training," said Mr. Hines, "but I 
wouldn't advise anyone to take up 
newspaper work to make money." 
He said he thought the newspaper 
of the future would be a regional 
paper dealing more with local news, 
since the radio has the advantage on 
first-hand news. His many contacts 
and keen observation prompted him 

Dr. Kirkpatrick 
Lectures on Grand 
Canyon Monday 

Lecture Last Year Was 
Among Most Interesting 
Given at Georgia Tech 

A lecture on the Grand Canyon of 
the Colorado by Dr. R. A. Kirkpat­
rick, president of the National Amer­
icanism Congress, will be presented 
at the "Y" Auditorium next Monday 
night at 7:00 o'clock. The lecture 
will be illustrated by beautiful stere-
opticon slides. 

Dr. Kirkpatrick will be remem­
bered by upperclassmen as the man 
who gave one of the most entertain­
ing lectures of last year when he 
was presented under the auspices of 
the Georgia Tech Lecture Associa­
tion. He is one of the best known 
living authorities on the West and is 
nationally known for his association 
with forest conservation, wild-life 
protection, and kindred subjects. His 
travels have taken him into remote 
places of desert, forest, and stream 
in the United States, Alaska, and 
Hawaii, and he is a recognized au­
thority on matters pertaining to 
those subjects and places. 

His lectures have met with excep­
tional success in every place he has 
spoken. He will speak here through 
the courtesy of the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company. 

Practical Working 
Course Offered 
To Ch.E. Juniors 

Dr. Harold Bunger, director of the 
department of chemical engineering, 
has announced that again this sum­
mer a practical working course simi­
lar to last year's will be offered to 
the Junior chemical engineering stu­
dents. 

Incorporated in the department's 
curriculum last summer, the course 
proved successful in that it acquaint­
ed the undergraduate Ch.E.'s with a 
knowledge of the problems they 
would encounter in the industrial 
world. 

The details of this summer's course 
will be announced in the near future. 

Flash! 
Another Tech man makes good. 

Vernon Shipley, senior architect, 
walked off with first place in the 
Beaux-Arts national competition 
judged here Saturday. 

to say: "It is my sincere belief after 
having been all over the United 
States that the South today offers 
more opportunity to young men than 
any other section of the country." 

The new men initiated were: 
Baird Bottenfield, Bruce Masterton, 
Bob Kempton, Morris Bryan, George 
Eager, Bill Hermes, John King. 

"Polly" Poole, Carl Reisman, 
"Mac" McNeil, Jack Smith, Walter 
Penney, John McDaniel, Bob Cheek, 
R. M. Jones, Ed Parks, Jack Adams, 
Tom Hill. 

Student Balloting on Aid to Britain 
To Be in College Inn Tomorrow A. M. 

Think! Do you believe that we should aid Britain with men as well as 
materials? Should we lend them money when they still owe us from the 
last war? Should we allow the British and their allies to outfit and repair 
their war vessels in our ports? Are Lindbergh and the other foes of an 
"aid to Britain" policy correct? 

No matter what you think, we want to know what it is. Express your 
opinion in the balloting to be held concerning aid to Britain in the College 
Inn, Saturday morning, Feb. 22, 1941. Balloting will last until noon, and 
the only cost is a minute of your time. 

In this country you can say what you believe. Ask yourself in how 
many other countries you would be able to publicly state your opinions. 
So avail yourself of your privileges. 

W e don't expect that this poll or any of the many other polls of this 
type now being made throughout the country will cause the Senate to 
change its vote, but we still feel that it is important that we know how 
the people of this country, and especially its future leaders, feel about 
this subject. 
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CLASS RING COMMITTEE 
As another of the series of articles to inform the 

student body of how their interests are taken care of 
by the Student Council, administration committees, 
and other organizations, both student and faculty, 
this article is about the Student Council's Permanent 
Class Ring Committee. 

This committee, appointed by the Student Council 
every year, handles annually the contract for the 
standardized class rings. This year, under the effi­
cient chairmanship of Frank Stovall, secretary of the 
Senior class, the committee renewed the existing con­
tract and obtained a reduction of several dollars in 
the base price of the rings.-

Remaining members of the committee are: R. J. 
Thiesen, Alumni secretary; Dr. Paul Weber, associate 
professor of Chemical Engineering and newly-elected 
faculty representative; Thomas Hill and Baird Bot-
tenfield, junior members from the Student Council. 
Membership on the committee is entirely voluntary 
and involves no remuneration of any kind. T. H. 

FOOD FOR EUROPEANS 
(By Associated Collegiate Press) 

Britain's recent thumbs-down on American pro­
posals to feed Europe's hungry has checked, but not 
stilled, the red-hot argument raging in the United 
States. 

A representative statement of the case is found in 
the editorial columns of the Harvard Crimson. The 
Crimson holds that outside relief is urgently neces­
sary. "The most promising proposal made so far," 
continues the Crimson, "is that of Herbert Hoover. 
His idea is to let the occupied countries buy food­
stuffs here with their liquid assets now in this coun­
try, and carry it home in their own ships. Added to 
this would be the food contributed by numerous 

charities. If at any time it appeared that the food 
was going to Germany, the shipments could be halted 
immediately. Negotiations would have to be under­
taken by the state department with British and Ger­
man representatives. Upon the shoulders of the re­
calcitrant party would rest the responsibility for 
whatever calamities may eventuate from a foodless 
Europe." 

A new and interesting slant is given by the Prince -
tonian, which believes it would be to the advantage 
of this country to check the famine in Europe. The 
Princetonian reasons that "the revolution against 
Naziism on the continent must be waged by a pow­
erful underground democratic movement organized 
and equipped by Britain and provisioned by America. 
Once the people of Europe who still cherish the ideals 
of freedom feel that behind them stand not only the 
armed might of Britain but the moral and material 
support of the United States, the fierce indignation 
which they must feel against their oppressors will be 
translated into positive action. They will refuse to be 
crushed to earth, and united will resume the fight 
against uniformed men." 

A contrasting view is expressed in the Washington 
University Student Life: "It's the old question of 
ends and means. Does the end—the salvation of Brit­
ish democracy and thus the defeat of totalitarian 
anti-democracy, of the new revolution—justify the 
means—the use of starvation as a part of economic 
warfare, as a legitimate weapon of modern war? Can 
we be callous and let children suffer while keeping 
alive the principles we cherish? Or should we be 

Good, But Not Perfect 
By JIM HARRIS 

Few realize that all human effort and understand­
ing is imperfect. It would be superhuman if it were 
not. Our government is not perfect, neither is our 
religion, nor our education. 

The fact that we cannot see how to make a situa­
tion perfect prevents many a well-meaning person 
from doing constructive things. This same feeling 
discourages boys in taking part in campus activities. 
Things are not ideal. "I cannot change it by myself, 
therefore I'm not going to get mixed up with it," or 
"I'll have to fall in line if I'm going to get anywhere." 

Rare is there a person who has enough imagination 
and ability to do what he can for good in a bad situ­
ation. The easiest, yet most unsatisfying thing to do, 
is to sit back and let things go their way, regardless 
of the loss in human values: ability, health, true lead­
ership, love and brotherhood. When a person can 
train his mind to see the human element in everyday 
life, he is not discouraged or made indifferent by 
imperfect situations. To me, that is the aim of educa­
tion, the definition of ability and the force that will 
make a better world. 

Perfectionists—in athletics, some boys cannot stand 
to make a mistake, it tears them up—in scholarship, 
some boys are driven by an insatiable urge to be at 
the top with grades. The damaging effect is that one 
is either made indifferent and selfish or continues 
striving for unsatisfying perfection which never 
comes and should never come. 

It is not to be felt that one should not work toward 
an ideal. However, a job loses its genuine interest 
when there is not room for improvement. When man 
no longer sees opportunity to experiment with new 
ideas for betterment, the man is a mechanical robot. 
He is not using the very intelligence that distin­
guishes him from the lower animals. 

This civilization is not trying or should not be try­
ing to build a few geniuses or perfect men, but to 
raise the level of the admittedly imperfect man, the 
man who is human enough to be tolerant, under­
standing and concerned with the well-being of those 
about him. 
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Ramblin1 Wreckonings 
By MAXWELL R. SHATZEN, JR. 

Don't tell anybody who told you, 
but—Jim Bowman has a new gal. 
This time, it's a Yankee lassie by 
the name of Barbara—but she's a 
Georgia Peach now. Romance is in 
the air as Spring approaches, and 
James is a willing subject. Rumor 
has it that Jim and Babs help sup­
port the Men's Grille of the "Pig" 
with their purchases of "Singapore 
Slings." 

* * * * 
Last Saturday night, Kappa Kap­

pa Psi accomplished two epoch-
making deeds—simultaneously initi­
ated twelve men and the lovely new 
band room. The good brothers put 
on a grand show and truly "enter­
tained" the neophytes. Maybe you 
don't know it, but Kappa Kappa Psi 
is the best known of all the national 
honorary college band fraternities, 
and therefore these men feel justly 
proud of their membership in the 
organization. So, to the twelve new 
brothers, this column offers congrat­
ulations and hopes that the future 
Bachs, Beethovens, and Liszts will 
derive pleasure for themselves and 
honor for the school. 

* * * * 
Everyone is talking about the fact 

that the very modest and retiring 
"Hawk" Cavette has had eight dates 
in nine days with the same girl. 
Cupid must be using the new army 
bomb-sight around Tech these days. 

* * * * 
The swanky Hotel Georgian Ter­

race was the scene of another initia­

tion last week. Pi Delta Epsilon, the 
national journalistic fraternity, fin­
ished an impressive ceremony by 
giving a banquet for the twenty-one 
new "ink-slingers." President Tom 
Kell presided, and Norman Walton, 
the secretary, acted as master of 
ceremonies. The guest of honor was 
Mr. Heinz, city editor of the Consti­
tution. He spoke so interestingly 
that he was induced to prolong his 
talk far beyond the allotted time. 
His subject was, "News"—and he 
seasoned his remarks with laugh-
producing and hair-raising experi­
ences. There was a full attendance 
of members, and everyone had an 
enjoyable time. The fraternity is in­
debted to Mr. Heinz for giving so 
generously of his knowledge and 
time. 

* * * • 

Last fall, when Tech welcomed 
Dr. Douglas McClay, it was as a 
math professor with a splendid back­
ground. Techsters didn't know he 
was a celebrity in the making. Per­
haps it is in line with the modern 
trend, but as a mathematician with 
a Ph.D. from Harvard Dr. McClay 
caused not a ripple, but now, as a 
contender in the "Golden Gloves" 
tournament, the worthy doctor 
makes the front page of a metropoli­
tan newspaper. Tech men recognize 
and respect both brains and skill 
and, therefore, wish Newcomer M c ­
Clay luck in all his ventures. Per­
haps he will show fight fans how a 
math professor dis-INTEGRATES 
his opponents between certain limits. 

'Must Join Britain's Fight or Resign 
Ourselves to Nazi Victory,' Says Harvey 

(Continued from page 1) 

about how we are going to bind 
Latin America to us with hoops of 
steel—or better, hoops of gold. But, 
talk all that we want to, it still re­
mains a virtual fact that if Germany 
triumphs in Europe, Latin America 
will fall away from us as a ripe 
apple falls to the ground. 

Fourth, if Germany wins the war, 
we are going to find ourselves torn 
by increasingly terrible conflict and 
strife among ourselves. If Germany 
triumphs, forces from without, and 
more important, forces from within 
are going to make a concentrated 
drive to arouse the extraordinarily 
diverse elements which make up our 
population against each other. Our 
hardly quiescent prejudices and an­
tagonisms are going to be played on 
like an organ is played on. 

Nazi Influences 
Fifth, if Germany wins the war, 

we are going to lose our present way 
of life. W e are going to go Nazi to 
all intents and purposes. W e are 
going to do this not because of what 
Germany may do, but because of 
what we ourselves will do. A vic­
tory for the Nazis in Europe will so 
encourage those elements among us 
who think, knowingly or unknow­
ingly, that one or another feature of 
the Nazi system would be a good 
thing for us, that we are going to 
find it impossible to keep ourselves 
from adopting Naziism step by step. 

Sixth, if Germany wins the war, 
we are eventually going to have to 
fight her. By this I do not mean to 
say that Germany is going "to in­
vade" this country. Germany may 
or may not attempt invasion. I don't 
know. But I don't think that mat­
ters. Whatever Germany does or 
does not do in the way of attacking 
us, there will still inevitably arise 
conflict and rivalries between us 
that will ultimately make war cer­
tain. 

We Must Choose Our Fate 
Thus, whether we like it or not, 

whether we believe it or not, we 
Americans must choose either one 
of two very hard roads. There is no 
easy third road over which we can 
escape. W e must either go to war, or 
we must run the risk of having grave 
disasters happen to us. 

That inevitably brings up the 
question: which one of these courses 
should we adopt? 

It seems to me that, on paper at 
least, our interests as a nation would 
be best served if we went to war. 

I know that this is a shocking 
thing to say. But sometimes it is 

better to say shocking things than 
not to say them. Think of how much 
better it would have been for Eng­
land if a few Englishmen had said 
shocking things—had told the truth 
—instead of repeating, in reassur­
ing, persuasive tones, meaningless 
phrases about there being silver lin­
ings to the darkest clouds. 

Self-Sacrifice 
It is said that if we went to war, 

we would be sacrificing ourselves to 
save a decadent, snobbish, imperial­
istic, and plutocratic Britain. Noth­
ing could be further from the truth. 
W e would not be sacrificing our­
selves to save Britain. W e would be 
sacrificing ourselves to save our own 
selves from danger. W e would be 
cooperating with Britain, of course. 
But, in cooperating with her we 
would be, from our standpoint, sim­
ply using her to save ourselves. Vir­
tually every great state in the his­
tory of the world has at one time or 
another taken sides with another 
state, even a rival or hated state, 
when a common danger arose. 

Parry or Thrust? 
It is said that if we have to fight 

Germany, it would be best for us to 
stay on this side of the water and 
let Germany come to us. How fool­
ish it would be for us to adopt such 
a policy is obvious. It would be like 
a fencer saying that he is not going 
to attempt to strike his opponent, 
but is going to limit himself to at­
tempting to foil his opponent's 
thrusts at him. Further, it would be 
inviting destruction of our own 
cities and factories and homes in­
stead of the enemy's. , 

In the same way other objections 
are raised. But with one exception 
these also prove flimsy on analysis. 

The one objection to our going to 
war that holds up—that is, entirely 
legitimate—is the charge that to do 
so would bring us great suffering 
and sacrifice. To go to war would 
bring us great suffering and sacri­
fice. In fact, it might be that it 
would bring us so much suffering 
and sacrifice that we ought to decide 
to give up anything and everything 
to avoid it. However, if we should 
make such a decision, we should 
clearly understand that we will have 
to pay a terribly high price for our 
avoidance of suffering and sacrifice. 

STUDENTS! - - -
Express your own opinions on 

these and other topics at the Student 
Poll tomorrow. 


