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Metropolitan Atlanta Theory Seminar - Participant Support

Annual Report =-- July 1995

There was little action of the Metropolitan Atlanta Theory Seminar in the
past year since three theory faculty (Amir, Neiger and Venkateswaran) were
on leave and since some Ph.D. students had graduated. Thus the only visitors
were Prof. Alex Schaffer from Rice and Prof. Carl Smith from University of
Maryland.

With the arrival of Prof. Leonard Schulman and Prof. Vijay Vazirani we expect
to renew the seminar's activities in full swing in 1995-96.
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Metropolitan Atlanta Theory Seminar
Participant Support

Annual Report - J uly 96

There was little action of the Metropolitan Atlanta Theory
Seminar in the past year since three theory faculty (Amir, Neiger,
and Venkateswaran) were on leave and since some PhD students

had graduated. Thus the only visitor was Naveen Garg from Max
Plank Institute in J une, 1996.
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2. Program Name CCR
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4.Organization and Address Nahonal Scemce Foundathon
4320l Wilsen Boulevara

Arlinagton, VA 29220
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K5P U w37 LERGAT, SRS 7 Rave 1, wiid Article 8, FDP-11) require submission of a Final
Project Report (NSF Form 98A) to the NSF Program Ofticer no later than 90 days after the
expiration date of the award. Final Project Reports for expired awards must be received
before new awards can be made (NSF Grants Policy Manual Section 340). '

Below, or on a separate page attached to thig form, provide & summary of the completed projects and technical
information. Be sure 10 include your name and award number on each separate page. See below for more instructions.

PART Il - SUMMARY OF COMPLETED PROJECT (for public use)

The summary (about 200 words) must be self-contained and intelligible to a ecientifically or technically litarate reader.
Without restating the project titie, it should begin with a topic sentence stating the project's major thesis. The summary
should inciude, if pertinent to the project being described, the following items:

* The primary objactives and scope of the project

* The techniques or approaches used only to the degree necessary for comprehension
* The findings and implications stated as concisely and informatively as possible

( See  atached reporwq

PART lll - TECHNICAL INFORMATION (for program management use)

List references to publications resulting from this award and briefly describe primary data, samples, physical collections,
inventions, software, etc., created or gathered In the course of the research and, f appropriate, how they are being
made available to the research community. Provide the NSF Invention Disclosure number for any invention.

| certify to the best of my knowledge (1) the statements hersin (excluding scientific hypotheses and sclentific opinion)
are true and complete, and (2) the text and graphics in this repor as well as any accompanying publications or other
documents, uniass otherwise indicated, are the original work of the signatories or of individuals working under thelr
supervision. | understand that willfully making a false statement or conoealing a material fact in this report or any other
communication submitted to NSF Is a criminal offense (U.S. Code, Title 18, Section 1001).

e ) 3o}

Principal Invest@ator/Project Director Signature - |Date

IMPORTANT:
MAILING INSTRUCTIONS
Return this entire packet plus all attachments in the
envelope attached to the back of this form, Please copy the infor-
mation from Part 1, Block | to the Attention block on the envelope.
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T R NV Rl PROSECT REPORT/— SUMMARY DATA ON PROJECT PERSONNEL
‘ (To be submitted 1o cognizant Program Officer upen cempletion of projset)

The data requested below are important for the development of a statistical profile on the personnal supported by Federal
grants. The information on this part is solicited in response to Public Law 99-383 and 42 USC 1885C. All information
provided will be treated as confidential and will be safeguarded In accordance with the provisions of the Privacy Act of
1974. You should submit a single copy of this pan with sach final project report. However, submission of the requested
information is not mandatory and is not a precondition of future award(s). Check the “Deciine to Provide Information® box
below if you co not wish to provide the information.

Please enter the numbers of individuals Bupported under this grant.
Do not enter information for Individugls working less than 40 hours in any calendar year.
Senior  Post- Graduste Under- Other i
Statf Doctorals Students Graduates | Participants
Male (Femn. | Male |Fem, | Male | Fem. Male | Fem. | Male | Fem.

A. Total, U.S. Cltizens
B. Total, Permanent Residents ‘

U.8. Citizens or 2
Permanent Residents®:
- American Indian or Alagkan Native . .

B -
Black, Not of Mispanic Origin , . . .
‘Hispanic . ... ........., |3

‘White, Not of Hispanic Origin =, . . )(
C. Total, Other Non-U.8. Citizens

‘Specify Country
: |1

—— S . - W SO W N ==._._4

+0C)

2,

O * Decline to Previde Information: Check box it you do not wish to provide
along with Partg |-11l),
:Cllegory includes, for example, college and preccliege teachers, conference and workshop participants.

Use the cetegory that best describes the ethnic/racial status to all U.S, Citizens and Nen-citizens with Permanent Residency. {/f more
gﬂm one calegory applies, use the one category that most closely refiects the Person's recognition in the community.)

A person having a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major kife activities: who hae a record of.such
Impairment; or who is regarded as having such impairment. (Disabled individuals also should be counted under the &ppropriate
ethnic/racial group unless they are ciessified as *Other Non-L.S. Gitizens.")

AMERICAN INDIAN OR ALASKAN NATIVE: A person having origing in any of the eriginal peoples of North America and who
maintaine cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community recognition.

ASIAN: A person having origing in any of the original peoples of East Asia, Southeast Asia or the Indian subcontingrt. This area
includes, for example, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea and Vietnam.

BLACK, NOT OF HISPANIC ORIGIN; A person having origins in any of the black raclal groups of Africa,
HISBPANIC: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American or other Spanish culture or origin, regardiess of race.

PACIFIC ISLANDER: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawail, the U.S. Pacific territories of Guam, American
Samoa, and the Northern Marinas; the U.8. Trust Territory of Palau; the isiands of Micronesia and Melanesia: or the Philippines.

WHITE, NOT OF HISPANIC ORIGIN: A person having origina in any of the eriginal pecples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East,

this information (you are s1ill required to retur

n this page
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Metropolitan Atlanta Theory Seminar —
Participants Support

Final Project Report

Amihood Amir
College of Computing
Georgia Tech.
January 1999

1 Introduction

Starting in the Fall of 1992, the weekly Metropolitan Atlanta Theory Seminar (MATS)
began its activity. The goal of the seminar is stimulating activity in Theoretical Computer
Science in the greater Atlanta area. This is accomplished in two ways:

e The seminar is a locus where researchers from different local institutions meet,

e MATS is more than a seminar. It is unique in that our outside speakers spend at least
three days with us, typically a week. They give at least one talk, but their main reason
for coming is to work with local faculty and students.

The Southeast had not been as blessed with great activity in Theoretical Computer
Science, as some other areas of the nation, due mainly to the small number of researchers
in the geographical area. Atlanta is a logical choice to be a focus for such research activity,
but some external push was needed to provide a large enough mass for research to develop.
MATS has proven to be a great catalyst to Theoretical Computer Science research in the

Southeast. Indeed today there is an active and energetic center of Theoretical Computer
Science based at Georgia Tech.

2 Visitors

The visitors brought in under the current MATS grants were:

1. Naveen Garg (host: Vijay Vazirani)
2. Amin Shakrollahi (host: Vijay Vazirani)

3. Moshe Lewenstein (host: Amihood Amir)



3 Fund Utilization

Unfortunately, less than 30% of the funds awarded were utilized. The reasons are regrettable
and avoidable. The PI - Amihood Amir - was on leave and the grant had expired.

Upon the PI’s return the NSF was contacted. Everyone was very helpful, and we are
grateful for their aid. In November 1997, we submitted a request to extend the time of the
grant, with detailed explanations of why it had expired.Needless to say, the grant money
could not be used until the extension was authorized.

Authorization arrived around April 98. It authorized use of funds only till February
98. This temporal impossibility necessitated another extension request which was quickly
authorized (around June 98). This time the extension was till October 98, which did allow us
a non-negative amount of time to utilize the funds, but the authorization prohibited further
extensions.

Since it does not further the causes of MATS to invite visitors in the summer months,
when many of the local faculty and most of the students are gone, it precluded use of the
funding. It is a shame that so much administrative effort was invested in an outcome that
by its conditions limited the successful use of the grant.
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There was little action of the Metropolitan Atlanta Theory Seminar in the
past year since three theory faculty (Amir, Neiger and Venkateswaran) were
on leave and since some Ph.D. students had graduated. Thus the only visitors
were Prof. Alex Schaffer from Rice and Prof. Carl Smith from University of

Maryland.

With the arrival of Prof. Leonard Schulman and Prof. Vijay Vazirani we expect
to renew the seminar's activities in full swing in 1995-96.
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