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Quote of the week:
“No other offense has ever been visited
with such severe penalties as seeking to
help the oppressed.” —Clarence Darrow
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By Matt Norris / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Arab nations are no friends
of ours. It was Arab terrorists who
perpetrated the atrocities of 9/11
which were greeted with jubilation
in the streets of Palestine.

The Muslim despots who rule
Iran, Iraq, Syria and Saudi Arabia
have no interest in helping the Pal-
estinians achieve statehood. They
fund terrorism and incite hatred of
Israel, Jews, Christians and the West
in general. They are using the smoke-
screen of “the Middle East conflict”
as an excuse to avoid helping us
bring about a regime change in Iraq.

The Arabs are responsible for
the misery of the Palestinian peo-
ple. They started the wars that caused

the refugees to flee, and they have
continued to keep the refugees’ de-
scendants living in poverty. Jordan
and Egypt controlled the West Bank
and the Gaza strip between 1948
and 1967. Why didn’t the Arabs
accept Israel’s offer to exchange land
for peace in the years immediately
following the June, 1967 war?

In contrast to black South Afri-
cans under apartheid, Israeli Arabs
vote and have representatives in the
Knesset. Arabs attend Israeli uni-
versities and have the same access to
health care as any other Israeli. Pal-
estinians lost their right to be treat-
ed in Israel in the Oslo accords;
they receive a lower quality of care

because the PA failed to establish
hospitals in the territory it controlled.

Palestinian youngsters use school
books that are filled with anti-Israe-
li (and anti-Jewish) propaganda; they
attend PA-sponsored camps where
they receive training in terror; they
hear homicide bombers hailed as
“martyrs” who have earned rewards
of heaven. They don’t need to see
Israeli troops to be radicalized.

I join Mr. Uhlig in decrying eth-
nic cleansing. Let’s not allow the
Arabs to make good on their plans
to push the Jews into the sea.

Dr. Toby F. Block
toby.block@chemistry.gatech.edu

Arab nations behind Palestinian-Israeli conflict

More fraternity hazing
In the last four years, five fraternities have been found

responsible for major violations of Georgia Tech’s policy on
hazing. The recent ruling on the Chi Phi violations continues
this pattern, leading to concerns about why hazing keeps
occurring.

Several trends can be inferred from the high numbers of
hazing cases in the past few years. The myriad of reports show
that more students have become aware of hazing and its
negative effects. The administration has done an adequate job
of ensuring that members of the Greek community, as well as
the wider Tech community, understand what constitutes
proper organization conduct.

The recent case also indicates that some segments of the
Greek community have chosen to ignore the students’ and the
administration’s message that hazing is harmful to our com-
munity and unacceptable. All organizations at Tech should
avoid behavior that is coercive and harmful to its members.

Next year, let’s break the pattern of hazing convictions; no
organization should participate in illicit activities especially
those, such as hazing, that can often cause physical harm.

Parking changes not all good
Although they have increased, the on-campus parking pric-

es for the upcoming year demonstrate the Parking Office’s
commitment to keeping costs as low as possible for students.
The parking permits will still be cheaper than other compara-
ble modes of  transportation, such as MARTA and off-campus
parking.  Additionally, the online registration system imple-
mented last year continues to improve and provide ease and
convenience for students.

Despite Parking’s generally sound planning for this year, its
proposal to implement a single-price for all spaces is not
logical given the wide disparity in the quality of the parking
facilities on campus.

Parking spaces that are in the decks or located in central
campus locations should cost more because they are more
convenient and therefore, worth more to some students. Without
this dual pricing system, students parking in gravel lots or far
away from the center of campus will be forced to pay for
facilities that they are not able to use. Parking should follow a
pricing principle that allows students to pay only for the
services and benefits that they use.

Give grades by drop day
The proposal to move drop day later in the semester than

the fifth week is designed to solve the problem of students not
having an understanding of their academic performance be-
fore drop day.

Under the quarter system, students usually had at least one
grade by the fifth week, which fell in the middle of the
academic period. The semester system has not functioned
well under the same timeline, with many students complain-
ing that professors do not provide enough feedback by drop
day for them to make an informed decision about their classes.

The solution to this problem is for professors to give stu-
dents a meaningful grasp of their academic achievement prior
to drop day, regardless of where it falls on the official calendar.

SCOTT MEULENERS
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Capturing the bear of life as the bull of progress reigns

College goes by fast; enjoy your time here at Tech

“The Clough-Braine-Thompson-
Chameau administration is
steering this Wreck back to
riches.”
Matthew Bryan
Editor-in-Chief

“Randomly ask someone out. If
things don’t turn out right, you
wasted, what four or five minutes
of your time?”
Jamie Schulz
Advertising Manager

So here it is: my swan song. The
last editorial in the last issue of my
last year of the last rite of passage.
Nine hundred more words span out
in front of me. I need to make an
impact somehow. But what?

I could write about how Tech
has impacted my life in some mean-
ingful way. But Tech hasn’t. I could
write about my changes, my growth,
my new take on life after living in
such a close-knit, campus commu-
nity. But there weren’t any.

I should write that, due to the
vast knowledge I gained from my
tuition, I want to go out and make
an impact, to change the world. But
I don’t. I could write about how
great my experience was at Tech.
But it wasn’t that great.

To many, these are the last four
years before the great responsibili-
ty, the Honest-to-God Game of Life.
After graduation, the job, mortgage
and car payments, credit card and
utility bills stretch out to the hori-
zon.

No more parties that last until
Tuesday mornings-uh-uh, you’ve
got to be to work at eight. No more
midday trips to Helen or North
Georgia because you feel like it—
you’d have to check the kids out of
school, and they’ve already missed
enough class due to Aunt Selma’s
funeral last month. That new Ap-
ple Cinema display that would be
so sweet to play Quake on? No chance
of buying it this month-little Or-
angejello and Lemonjello have soc-
cer fees due.

What I’m getting at is that you’ve
got to make the most of your time
here at Tech. Harass the people on
the Skiles Walkway—they deserve
it. Run up to a potential Tech stu-

dent in one of the Tech tours, give
him or her a diskette, and whisper
that “they” are watching, and s/he
should come with you if s/he wants
to live.

Go out to Buckhead on a Friday
night and don’t return until Sun-
day morning. Everyone, and I stress
everyone should go to Chattanooga
at least once strictly to see Ruby
Falls.

You have a life outside of the
research and the reading and the
studying. You’re going to find your-
self blinking in the glaring sun the
day of graduation wondering what
the hell happened for the past four
years.

Take a chance and stop being so
cautious. I know I’m stealing this
from someone but randomly ask
someone out. If things don’t turn
out right, you wasted, what four or
five minutes of your time?

Remember that there are pedes-
trians around. I’m not saying that
as a car driver and the fact that your
car costs more than most property
around here, you have the right-of-
way, just give them some common
courtesy.

The world is too full of uptight,
bitter people. Tech is a cesspool of
bitterness. Blame Auxiliary Servic-
es, SGA, Parking, whoever-the fact

of the matter is that Tech changes.
Roll with it. You’re all going to get
the shaft one time or another. Deal
with it and move on.

You’re probably going to or have
already failed a class. It happened to
me once. I learned from it and moved
on.

Tech isn’t out to get you. If you
feel this way, you’re probably holed
up somewhere in your dorm room
with the shades drawn and wrapped
in Saran Wrap.

Get involved. There are a lot of
cool people on this campus. Many
have the same interests as you. I got
involved with the paper—this isn’t
a shameless plug (actually, it is-ed.),
but they’re all cool people. I’d like
to know how they put up with me.
They’re a great bunch of people
who I’m going to miss.

Believe it or not, there’s more to
life than just LAN parties and Buffy
episodes. You pay student activity
fees-put them to good use. Be an
active member of the Tech com-
munity-just don’t become a tool of
the Tech community.

Sleep in sometimes. It’s your tu-
ition money and you can use it the
way you want. Your professor prob-
ably slept in for a couple of his or
her classes every now and then. We’re
no longer in elementary school any

more, I never understood why pro-
fessors still take attendance. If I want
to learn something, I’ll be in class.

Sometimes more important
things such as job interviews come
along. A potential employer in my
mind will override a review session
on the air speed velocity of certain
birds any day.

So here I am: perched at the
brink of this precipice we call the
real world. Who knows where I go
from here. As a song once said: These
former things have passed away/An-
other life begins today.

The scholar’s life as I know it
draws to an end in two weeks. Do I
view this with some trepidation?
Yes-how will my job turn out and
will I like it? I’ve actually got to start
making important decisions that will
affect my life. No more decisions
like: should I go with chicken or
beef ramen?

They say that hindsight is the
only sight that we all use. I could
have made better use of my time
here at Georgia Tech. I could have
tried to change something for the
better. I could have been more in-
volved. But I wasn’t.

Do I regret the fact I didn’t get
more out of my stay at Georgia Tech?
Sometimes I do. Sometimes I think
that I got just enough of my stay at
Tech.

An employer with whom I in-
terned asked me something inter-
esting over a lunch that I had with
him a month ago. He asked that,
given the chance, would I still do
Georgia Tech over again? Without
a moment’s hesitation, I answered
“yes.” Maybe I am taking some-
thing away from these past five years
after all.

Four years ago I was 18 and I
wanted to change Georgia Tech.
Now I’m not sure what’s changed,
Tech or me.

From the nine-hour line for park-
ing and my inflated freshman GPA
to the last theft of the ‘T’ and my
absence in quite a few classes, I’ve
seen a lot of things change, Tech for
the better and me for the worse.

The Clough-Braine-Thompson-
Chameau administration is steer-
ing this Wreck back to riches, in
spite of some serious roadblocks along
the way. I’m not so ignorant as to
presume their performance has been
perfect; I hope I’ve recognized and
pointed out, in this newspaper, things
that I thought were mistakes but,
they have vision that has and will
continue to bring success to this
North Avenue Trade School.

A majority of sports placing in
the top 25, a respectable U.S. News
ranking, a successful capital cam-
paign bearing the fruit of construc-
tion, a visit from the President, and
an extraordinary number of presti-
gious scholarship recipients are just
some of the items that form the list
of accomplishments of these past
four years.

The same four years that, for
me, have seen a declining GPA, a
shrinking attention span, a drop in
class attendance and an overall de-
pression of mood. In the middle of
so much success, I seem to have
found a whole lot of failure and a
dichotomy that has occupied my
thoughts for almost a year now. Only
now, with graduation looming, have
I been able to sit down and organize
lukewarm.

Here I sit in the middle, trying
to be content but unable to survive.
Looking at those to my right with
jealousy and those on my left with
pity. It’s a terrible way to live, be-
cause you have no reason to get up
in the morning.

This must be the fall that the
pride precedes.

In fact, I’m sure of it, and I’m
sure that pride is the label for this
disease that I’ve been fighting.

Somewhere I passed from de-
lighting in the praise to delighting
in myself. I see the compliments of
others as unimportant, something
that I thought came from self-con-
fidence or humility but really some-
thing that reflects how deep my pride
runs.

After four years at Tech and at
the Technique I had hoped my swan
song would play out differently—
something about how much I’ve
grown, some little kernel of truth
that I’ve discovered, or at least, like
a bad season finale, I could have
given you a glimpse of all the fun-
ny/cool/interesting things that have
happened to me.

Instead here I am airing my dirty
laundry. Laundry you may have al-
ready smelled. Pride is like bad breath.

You can’t see it, but when some-
body has it, it disgusts you. As soon
as they open their mouth you feel
sick. And, like bad breath, it’s diffi-
cult to spot in oneself.

Pride has emptied me. Compe-
tition has led to comparison, and
now the only way I can live is by
one-upping my neighbor. When
people don’t notice me, or if they
achieve when I fail or worse, if they
patronize me, my pride grows while
my life empties. And believe me,
when you’re empty you’ll fill your-
self with anything.

Competition is an essential ele-
ment of pride. Because competi-
tion allows you to make a comparison
that can place you above someone
else. Of course, Georgia Tech is
ripe with competition, just like any
top-notch university. The institu-
tionalized pride that results pushes
people apart.

In my editorials and indeed in
my life I’ve tried to communicate
my faith, my belief in an omnipo-
tent creator of this universe. But
pride stands directly in the path of
faith. If I’m focused on placing my-
self above others, how can I recog-
nize something superior to myself?
Unless that god is something I’ve

invented and exists only when I want
and serves only to swell my pride.

My pride must be destroyed. Like
leprosy it has consumed me and
turned others away. Not only turned
them away but prevented new rela-
tionships from forming. I’ve stopped
learning, because learning only oc-
curs when you admit that another
can be better than yourself.

I stand before you empty, guilty
of the great sin.

In these past four years a lot has
changed and I have reached anoth-
er turning point, a new beginning. I
must prepare myself for this jour-
ney. I must prepare myself to love
again.

Standing at the bottom of this
pit that I have dug for myself I want
to climb out. I want to change. So I
reach up to friends, the people I’ve
pushed away, to grab their hand
and be pulled up. I hope that I have
not pushed them so far that they
cannot hear my call.

But one does remain and he hears
my call. He’s been paciently wait-
ing at the edge. He grabs my hand
as soon as I offer it and he lifts me
into his embrace. I feel whole again,
I feel love again, I’ve been trans-
formed. I’ve been given another
chance.

Now, instead of being empty I
am simply nothing, having disap-
peared into that embrace.

I realize that I have shared a lot,
maybe too much, with you the reader.
But these words reflect my journey
at Georgia Tech and I share them so
that you might see my path and not
make my mistakes but that you might
find what I have found.
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Techs and the City: Make the most of Tech and AtlantaFacts contradict editorial
In response to Daniel Uhlig’s

recent editorial on Israel, I’d like to
ask where Mr. Uhlig gets his anti-
Jew/anti-Israeli opinion from? It cer-
tainly isn’t from the facts.

Fact: There has never been a coun-
try called Palestine.  The area called
Palestine was part of other coun-
tries prior to the 6 Days War.

Fact: Arafat is not Palestinian;
he is Egyptian.

Fact: Only one country has ever
spanned the region Israel covers for
a long period of time, and that is
Israel.

Fact: Arafat began these bomb-
ings years before Israel controlled
the West Bank and other areas “in
question.”

Fact: They gained these areas in
a war which they did not start!

Fact: Israel offered Arafat 98 per-
cent of what they wanted in the year
2000; he said no.

The simple truth here is that
Arafat doesn’t want a Palestinian
state; he wants to remove the na-
tion of Israel from existence.

He makes demands as if that is
all that he has been trying to accom-
plish with his terrorism, but he has
been doing this since long before he
had the authority to make demands
like these.

Why is it okay for the United
States to respond to terrorism with
force by destroying the terrorists
but this practice is not suitable for
Israel?

The Palestinians, after all, cheered
in the streets on September 11th.
They march through their streets
with posters of Arafat in their hands
and fake dynamite strapped to them

and their children (I’ve seen the pic-
tures to back this up too.)

Israel has been enduring this on-
slaught for 40 years. If they are sick
and tired of seeing their people killed
by suicide bombers, hijackers and
terrorists marching into the athletes’
village at the Olympics and execut-
ing their athletes, I do not see how
anyone could blame them for re-
sponding in the manner that they
have.

While I disagree with many of
Mr. Uhlig’s facts, I recognize both
sides of the situation. I do not, for
one second, believe that Israel is
completely innocent either.

They have killed some innocent
civilians, too. But then, if they did
not have to hunt down terrorists all
of the time, they probably would
not have been in that situation to
kill those innocent civilians, would
they?

Yes, the body count is higher on
the Palestinian side, but does that
really justify them sending suicide
bombers into marketplaces, bus sta-
tions and the like?

If the Palestinians truly want a
Palestinian state, they should start
thinking about not supporting  ter-
rorism and supporting a peaceful
method toward gaining their de-
mands.

Israel is not going to tolerate ter-
rorism on their soil and I don’t see
how anyone could blame them. If
you support terrorism and aid ter-
rorists, do you really expect them to
just overlook you?
a
Derek Greene
gtg312a@prism.gatech.edu

Since the fall, I’ve been writing
about the relationship between
Tech and Atlanta, examining the
interactions between students and
city dwellers, and contemplating
the routes of exchange between
campus and the outside world.

I have tried to express the in-
terdependence between the cam-
pus and the city, and I have found
that although some channels of
communication exist, neither Tech
nor the city take advantage of each
others richness and potential con-
tribution. Too often, campus ap-
pears to barricade itself within the
proverbial ivory tower of academia,
more concerned with the realm of
Board of Regent politics and com-
peting universities than with the
issues that literally invade the streets
of Georgia Tech.

Although some of the issues
are lighthearted—how do students
balance Tech’s “nerd” atmosphere
with the chic city-dwelling Atlan-
ta bustle—and others have inves-
tigated the roles of particular Tech
institutions and values, a partner-
ship between Tech and Atlanta
undeniably exists, whether we ac-
knowledge it or not.

 The Tech-Atlanta relationship
has the potential of becoming mu-
tually beneficial. Clearly, two sides
must participate in order to form
this beneficial and symbiotic rela-
tionship. Arguably, Tech students
must be the ones to establish this
link. Only when Tech reaches out

By Jennifer Hinkel
Focus Editor

beyond its
walls, will
the city
have the
opportu-
nity to re-
spond in
kind.
   The
b e n e f i t

that can result from interdepen-
dence is already found at the mi-
crocosm level in Atlanta. Several
churches that border campus have
developed thriving college min-
istry programs that incorporate
the talent of college students into
the church environment while
supporting college students in
various ways. Our places of work
and play that take us far from
campus exhibit our interdepen-
dence as well. But before the city
can open its arms and embrace
what Tech is and does, the Tech
community has an obligation to
share its talents beyond East and
West Campus.

Often, we consider what we
can do to “give back” after grad-
uation. We want to give back to
scholarship funds, the organiza-
tions that we enjoyed, the de-
partments that fostered us and
our sororities and fraternities. We
plan to pave the way for more
students to follow in our foot-
steps. But while giving back ten
years from now will help the fu-
ture, we also must look at what
we can do to open pathways of
interdependence and communi-
cation for the present.

While our wallets are far from
bottomless, our ambitions, intel-
lects, energy, and desires are much
the opposite. In the present, I live
in Atlanta, can give my time to
organizations and causes I deem
important and act where I see the
need. In the future, I can only
write a check and trust that some-
one uses the money for the best
reasons. For the rest of my time as
a Tech student, I can be an instru-
ment of “giving back” in action.

While I admit that “inspira-
tional” quotations may be over-
used and can sometimes seem trite,
often the simplest adages are the
ones that stay lodged in the brain
and quietly guide us. Ralph Wal-
do Emerson wrote that “thought
is the blossom; language the bud;
action the fruit behind it.” Simi-
larly, our thoughts may be wor-
thy, and the printed word may
coalesce a collective thought, but
without some resulting action, the
language fails to fulfill its purpose.

I have gladly seen the view-
points in the column contested. I
applaud those who have the cour-
age to challenge and question, es-
pecially those who take the time
to write a letter offering their own
opinions. The lesson is the same
thing we have known for centu-
ries but still hesitate to acknowl-
edge. Taking liberties with the
language, I would say that no cam-
pus is an island. Understanding
the implications for that state-
ment—and choosing to act upon
them—should become our lega-
cy.
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Buzz
Around
Campus

Question of the week

Why do you think
that the number of
Tech applicants is
down this year?”

Zlatan Ceric
EE/CS Sophomore

“People don't like the
dude to girl ratio.”

Scott Saponas
CS Sophomore

“Because our football
team didn't make the

top 10.”

Tonya Turner
EE Senior

“They heard about
the CS Cheatfinder.”

Lauren Willard
STAC Sophomore

“Students are focusing
more on humanities
rather than sciences.”

Stephen Congo
CS Freshman

“People found that
this is a really hard

school.”

Seth Horrican
CS Freshman

“Because of a slow-
down in the technolo-

gy market.”Feature and Photos by
Christopher Gooley

On behalf of the Arab Student
Organization, we greatly commend
you for your article in last Friday’s
issue of the Technique entitled “Is-
rael not completely innocent in battle
with Palestine” by Daniel Uhlig.

What we see and hear concern-
ing Palestine is not just a political
problem but, more importantly, a
humanitarian one.

It is important for the rest of the
world to see that the Palestinians
are human beings who just want to
continue their daily lives and that
of their children on the land they
inherited from their ancestors. Those
who have been driven out by ag-
gression or by fear thereof just want
to return home, live peacefully, and
enjoy the God-given right of self-
determination.

As long as the Palestinian popu-
lation’s resentment of what it per-
ceives to be the theft of its land is
compounded with genuine fear and
distrust of Israeli soldiers and set-
tlers, security will never be a viable
concept.

It is through your courage and
valuable views on humanity, that
leaves hope for justice and peace.
Editorials such as yours are what
begin to wake up the American peo-
ple and allow them to realize that
this is as much their war as the Mid-
dle East.

Again, from the bottom of our
hearts we thank you.

Arab Student Organization
dsadmaso@prism.gatech.edu

ASO voices
approbation


