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Look at those legs
See them run. We've got the

coverage of men’s and women’s cross

country after the South Regional
Championships Page 27.

Bowl predictions

Big Al covers the ins-and-outs of the
bowl picture. Who'’s going where,
against whom, and what are their

chances? Page 25.

by
numlbers

Number of losses the volleyball team
has had at home this season. The
single home loss was against No. 11
ranked North Carolina.

2

Number of touchdowns scored by
Gordon Clinkscalein Saturday’s17-
2 win over ACC opponent Duke.
Clinkscale ran for 71 yards on 22

carries.

National ranking of the Kansas State,
the opponent of Tech’s women’s
basketball team last Saturday. The
Lady Jackets lost 83-59, but held
the nation’s best 3-point shooter to
only two 3-point goals.

2

Number of records Shilo Ayalon
setin two days against Purdue Uni-
versity. Ayalon set pool for the
1000freeadnthe 400 IM last week-
end.

thrashers
challenge

hint: Dawgs

Here’s the number...what does it
represent?

To enter email the Sports Editor at
sports@technique.gatech.eduwith
the correct answer to the challenge.
Awinnerwill beselected fromamong
the qualified entries. The winner
will receive a pair of tickets to an
Atlanta Thrashershome game, where
admission is always $8 for a seat in
the $36 section with astudent ID.
Visitwww.atlantathrashers.comfor
more info on college nights.

deck

Event Date
VB at ACC Tourny 11/22-24
MBB vs. Arkansas-Pine Bluff 11/23
WBB at WNIT Finals 11/24
CC at NCAA Chmps. 11/25
WBB vs. Long Island 11/26
MBB vs. UGA 11/27
WAB vs. East Tenn St. 11/29
VB vs. Florida A&M 11/29

WBB- Women’s Basketball, FB- Football
CC- Men’s and Women'’s Cross Country
VB-Women’s Volleyball

Overcoming the odds

Even after personal injury and hardships, a tightly knit offensive line
Is the key to Jacket’s success and overall improvement for the season

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Even with All America candidate Nat Dorsey missing time because of injury, the offensive line has continued
to dominate, including a 185 rushing yard performance with only 3 sacks allowed against Florida State.

By John Parsons
Senior Staff Writer

They may not get the notoriety
ofthe backsand receivers, but Tech’s
offensive line has been key in the
offense’s continued improvement
over the course of the year. Since
Tech’s 211-yard rushing perfor-
mance against Virginia, the line has
been getting some much deserved
attention.

Even with All America candi-
date Nat Dorsey missing time be-
cause of injury, the line hascontinued

to dominate, including a 185 rush-
ing yard performance with only 3
sacks allowed against Florida State.
None of those sacks were by Alonzo
Jackson, who currently is second in
the ACC in the category. The of-
fensive line hasto be considered one
of the main factorsin Tech’s overall
improvement over the course of the
season.

Many of the linemen site a more
relaxed atmosphere this year for the
improvement.

“It'sworked out very nicely,” said
freshman Brad Honeycutt. “It'sbeen

agreat transition.”

Sophomore Kyle Wallace ech-
oed these sentiments.

“The coaches (this year) have a
totally different style,” said Wal-
lace. “I think they’re more focused
on football.”

Another factor hasbeen the close-
ness of the linemen as a group. Ac-
coridng to Wallace, being friends
helpsalotwiththeir chemistry. Red-
shirtsophomore Jeremy Phillipscites
this as reason for coming to Tech.

See O-Line, page 24

Jackets stomp on
Team Nike

Freshman Chris Bosh scored a
game-high 17 points and grabbed
seven reboundstolead Georgia Tech
to an 81-48 exhibition win over
Team Nike on Tuesday evening.
Junior Marvin Lewisscored 12 points
andsophomore Isma'il Muhammad
added 11, while freshman point
guard Jarrett Jack handed out 12
assists against just four turnovers.
Tendifferent Yellow Jackets scored
at least four points in the game.

Key Fox is main
man for D-Line

Georgia Techlinebacker Keyaron
Fox was named the Atlantic Coast
Conference Defensive Lineman of
the Week following the Yellow Jack-
ets' 17-2 win over Duke last Satur-
day at Bobby Dodd Stadium/Grant
Field. Fox led an outstanding per-
formance by the Georgia Tech de-
fense when the Yellow Jackets did
not allow a score as Duke's only
points came on a safety. Tech held
the Blue Devils to just 284 yards of
offense and allowed Duke to cross
midfield only three times in the
game.

Ayalon swims to

Tech records

Senior All-American Shilo Aya-
lon was named ACC Men's Swim-
ming and Diving Performer of the
Week Monday after setting a pair
of pool records versus Purdue and
Cincinnati over the weekend.

Ayalon recorded Boliermaker
Aquatic Center records in victories
in both the 400 IM (3:57.90) and
1000 free (9:05.97). Healso posted
awin in the 500 free with a season-
best time of 4:30.11, a time that
currently ranks second in the con-
ference.

Bond girls spike thelr way towards success, tourney

By Peter Jensen / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Alexandra Preiss goes for a massive swing against FSU. For the second
time in history, the volleyball team will play host to the ACC Tournament.

By Al Przygocki
Senior Staff Writer

Georgia Techwill host the ACC
Championships this weekend at
O’Keefe Gymnasium this weekend
and has an excellent chance to win
it. The Yellow Jackets enter the tour-
nament with the second seed after
going 13-3 in the conference, only
suffering lossesto No. 12 UNC and
annual power Duke.

Techwill hope to parlay itshome
court advantage and its late season
momentum into postseason success.
Winning the ACC tournament
would go a long way towards Tech
hosting opening round gamesin the
NCAA tournament. Asthey pursue
the conference crown, let’s look at
thekey factorsin Tech’s performance
and the key opponents in the way.

Home Court Advantage

The Lady Jackets have lost only
one game at home this year, and
that game was to UNC, and All-
America candidate Lynette Moster
suffered asprained ankle in the five-
game battle. Georgia Techisknown
throughout the ACC for having the

biggest home court advantage, al-
though that will be somewhat less-
ened as the band is not allowed to
play in ACC tournament games.
Thisis because the ACC feels that it
would not be fair to other schools
who do not have volleyball pep bands,
and the fact that the ACC tourna-
ment is viewed as a neutral site.

On the opportunity to play the
ACC tournament at Tech, Head
Coach Bond Shymansky respond-
ed, “It’sreal big. Our players play so
motivated on our home court in
front of the home fans. Our home
crowd gives so much motivation to
our team, which is really cool. It’ll
be a little bit different because the
band is not allowed to be in there
because of ACC rules, but | know
that the fanswill be there, and they’ll
figure out a way to make it loud, to
make it crazy. That’s just what they
do in our building. We have, bar
none, the best home court advan-
tage in the conference, and every-
body knows that. We plan on using
that to give us a few more points
every game.”

See Volleygals , page 24
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Cross Country teams go to NCAA South Regional Champlonshlps

Senior all- reglon honoree Amy Dock
leads women's team to a seventh-
place finish, men's team places 14th.

By Finny Turner
Contributing Writer

The Georgia Tech men’s and
women’s Cross country teams were
unable to capitalize onahome course
advantage during the Atlantic Coast
Conference Championship,sasboth
squadsstruggled at
the Georgia Re-
gional Hospital
Cross Country
Course.

The Lady Jack-
ets placed eighth
with 214 points,
and the men took
ninth with 243
points. Unfortu-

The Lady Jackets
placed eighth with
214 points, and the

men took ninth with
243 points.

helped the team place seventh in
the competition. Behind Dock, se-
nior Eboni Crosby finished 28th,
freshman Carly Matthewstook 32nd,
Neta Ezer placed 52nd and Aman-
da Gilley finished in 62nd. The la-
dies tallied a total of 180 points.
On the men’s side, senior Joe
Poliseo led the
Jackets with a
51st-place finish.
He posted a time
0f34:05.00inthe
10K race. Fresh-
man Rob Kuhn
was the Jackets’
second runner,
placing 70th. Also
scoring for Tech

nately the teamwas
without the servic-
es of their top two runners, Katie
Griffin and Renee Metivier, due to
injuries. However, the women’steam
had an excellent showing for the
NCAA South Regional Champion-
ships last Saturday at Lambert Acres
Golf Club. The ladiesfaced 21 teams
and individuals from four schools.

Senior Amy Dock, who placed
15th overall, led the team to an ex-
cellent showing and earned all-re-
gion honors for her performance.
Dock finished the six-kilometer
coursein 22:34.92. Her time, along
with the efforts of her teammates,

was Gaben Moore
who placed 97th,
Jimmy DeYonker and freshman
Clark Riverswho camein99th. The
men scored 376 point tofinish 14th.

Tennessee won both the men’s
and women'’s races, while Alabama
took second on the men’s side, and
Florida State finished second in the
women’s race. Each of these teams
advance to the NCAA Cross Coun-
try Championships, which will be
held November 25 in Terre Haute,
Ind. Many of the cross-country ath-
letes are getting ready for the out-
door track and field seaso, which
begins in early December.

-~ . @

By The Gooley / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
The men’s cross country team took ninth place with 243 points at the South Regional Championships on
Saturday. Senior Joe Poliseo led the Jackets with a 51st-place finish, followed by freshman Rob Kuhn.
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‘Niques Bowl Outlook: What team Is going where?

By Al Przygocki
Senior Staff Writer

Thecollege football season isslow-
ly winding to an end, but there is
still much to be determined, specif-
ically the postseason fates of the na-
tion’sgridironers. Georgia Techand
UGA have both qualified for bowl
games, and the only remaining ques-
tion is which bowl games will take
them. The ACC title and the SEC
title are still up for grabs, and the
BCS is clearing up, but still largely
unresolved. Let’s break down each
question one by one.

Georgia Tech

Tech is locked into a tie in the
middle of the ACC. It could be
anywhere from a two-way tie with
Clemson or a four-way tie with NC
State and Wake Forest joining the
4-4 party.

If NC State loses to FSU this
weekend, then Tech would be in a
tie for fourth place. Wake could
join the logjam with a win over
Maryland in two weeks.

The Tangerine Bowl in Orlan-
do has the fourth pick out of the
ACC and the fifth pick out of the
Big 12. If things break right, this
bowl, the former Citrus Bowl, could
see a rematch of the 1990 game
against Nebraska that gave Tech its
most recent national title.

While it is likely that NC State
willlose to FSU, the Tangerine Bowl
would still be more likely to pick
the Wolfpack over either the Yel-
low Jackets or the Clemson Tigers,
duetotheir ninewins. What ismore
likely for Tech is a trip to Charlotte
toplayinthe Continental Tire Bowl
to play the Big East’s fourth team,
likely Virginia Tech.

The battle of the Tech’s would
be interesting and would make up
for the cancelled due to lightning
game of 2000.

Georgia

The Bulldogs are having their
best season since 1982, but they still
have a lot of work to do before their
fate is determined. The best possi-
ble scenario for the dogs would be a
win over Techandawininthe SEC
Title game.

Regardless of the Tech result, a
wininthe SEC Championship game
would send the Bulldogs to New
Orleans for a rematch of the 1981
Sugar Bowl against Notre Dame.

A loss in the SEC title game
would drop the dogs to the Citrus
Bowl.

If FSU drops
Saturday’s game with
NC State and
Maryland wins out,
then the Seminoles
would share the title
with the Terrapins.

Losses in both games might even
see the bulldogs drop all the way to
the Outback Bowlwith Floridajump-
ing Georgia for the spot in the Cit-
rus game.

ACC

Strangeasitmay seem, FSU may
still wind up sharing the ACC title.
If FSU drops Saturday’s game with
NC State and Maryland wins out,
then the Seminoles would share the
title with the Terrapins.

Even though FSU holdsthe head-
to-head tiebreaker, that tiebreaker
would only be enforced if FSU were
no less than five spots behind Mary-
land in the BCS Standings. If FSU
were to lose to NC State and Flori-
da, it's possible that Maryland could
actually go the Orange Bowl.

SEC

UGA has the inside track on the
conference title by virtue of claim-
ing the SEC East, but everyone saw
last year how well the inside track
paid off in conference title games.
The Bulldogs have struggled in a
number of their games, but have
been able to win.

Theyshould be matched up with
a difficult opponent in one of the
three-headed western monster made
up of Auburn, LSU and Arkansas.
LSU went to the Sugar Bowl last
year, Auburn almost beat UGA just
last week, and Arkansas is the big-
gest enigma in the SEC.

BCS

The National Title game would
seem to be set, but that would re-
quire that both Ohio State and Mi-
ami win out. That doesn’t seem
extremely likely as both face major
obstaclesto undefeated seasons. Ohio
State faces arch-rival Michigan in
Columbus this weekend, a match-
upwhich hasseen the Buckeyescome
out with only three wins in the last
14 meetings. Miami has an even
harder route, in that they must face
three quality opponentsto close out
the season.

After last night’s game against
Pittsburgh, the ‘Canes have to play
Syracuse in the Carrier Dome, a
notoriously difficult place to win,
and then close out the season at
home against Virginia Tech.

If either team stumbles, look for
Washington State—if they beat
Washington and then UCLA—to
pack their bags for Tempe. If both
Ohio State and Miami take a tum-
ble, then the mad scramble of the
once-beatens will continue with
Oklahoma, Georgia, Notre Dame,
and lowa in the mix. No matter
what happens, the next few weeks
are sure to be at least as exciting as
the previous months as so much is
on the line in every game.

By Chris Raabe / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Jonathan “Freddie” Smith leaps over a Duke defender in last Saturday’s
17-2 win. Tech’s bowl decision is still hanging high up in the air.
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O-Line

“In high school, the linemen al-
ways hung out together and | saw
the same thing here,” said Phillips.

To his credit, Phillips never seri-
ously considered goingto UGA, de-
spite being from Watkinsville and
many of his friends from high school
going there.

“You know what’s right and you
know what’s wrong,” said Phillips.
“Georgia wasn't right.”

from page 28

“You know what's
right and you know
what's wrong.
Georgia wasn't right.”

Jeremy Phillips
Offensive Lineman

The offensive line hasatradition
of going out for steak every Thurs-
day night. Phillips labels Honey-
cutt as the biggest eater on these
outings. Many of the linemen will
often go out to Buckhead on Satur-
day nights as well.

The linemen do things in small-
er groups as well. Wallace, Honey-
cutt and sophomore Andy Tidwell
go on periodic fishing excursions.
Also, Phillips and Wallace are both
car enthusiasts. Even when not out

doing something, many of the line-
men like to just hang out together.

They have a similar approach to
pregame routine. Most of the line-
men like to relax before the game to
help them focus on the task at hand.
You'll seldom find a lineman as the
center ofattentionin the locker room.

“We're quieter, but we've got
our wild sides too,” said Phillips.
“But it’s generally not a lineman
getting all the attention.”

Despite all their similarities, the
linemen have differences in their
styles. Phillips, for example, unlike
most linemen, actually prefers pass
protection to run blocking because,
as he puts it, he’s good at it. Wal-
lace, meanwhile, lovesthe playswhere
he gets to hit linebackers.

Another contrast can be seen in
their reasons for coming to Tech.
As mentioned earlier, Phillips pri-
marily liked the atmosphere, espe-
cially among the linemen. Wallace
came to Tech originally hoping to
get an engineering degree, but has
since switched to management. In
fact, as could be expected, no two
linemen came to Tech for the same
set of reasons.

Now, like the rest of the team,
theyarelooking forward to the show-
down against UGA next week. It
will be especially crucial to Phillips
as many of his friends and family
will be there, many cheering for
Georgia.

It is expected that the offensive
line will be over its recent injury

Volleygals

Late Season Momentum
Tech has won its last six matches
and nine of its last ten. Of course,
the Jackets have only lost five games
all year, four of those were in fifth
games and all were either to nation-
ally ranked opponents or on their
opponent’s home court or both.
However, the team’s execution on
both offense and defense has really
improved in the last month. Much

from page 28

of this has been due to the return of
Lynette Moster and thus a stable
lineup.

Hot Outside Hitters
Lynette Moster missed time due
to a sprained ankle, and she battled
a case of strep throat during her
ankle reha. Her game is at its best
when it works in the flow of the
offense, and she feeds off her team.

bug in time for the big game. Dors-
ey, returning from and injured left
shoulder, and Phillips, who bruised
his knee against Florida State, re-
turned to practice this past Wednes-
day. Wallace and redshirt junior
Hugh Reilly are also nursing minor
injuries, but are not expected to be
affected come next Saturday.

Phillips injury created a particu-
larly scary moment against FSU, as
he pulled himself out of the game
citing pain in his surgically repaired
left knee.

“We're quieter, but
we've got our wild
sides too. But it's
generally not a
lineman getting all the
attention.”

Jeremy Phillips
Offensive Lineman

“I knew something was wrong,
but I knew it was nothing terribly
bad,” he said earlier this week. “I
didn’t hear it pop.”

Phillips knows a lot about knee
injuries. He hasan Achilles’ tendon
from a cadaver in each of his knees.

Fortunately, he and the rest of
the linemen know a little bit about
blocking too.

%

Driving Lanes Team Nike sidelined
'F‘ - -

-

By Scott Meuleners/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Sophomore Anthony McHenry drives on a Team Nike opponent
in Tuesday night's victory. McHenry is a versatile member for the
Jackets, playing point guard, shooting guard or small forward.

As she has grown more confident in
her ankle and has regained feel for
herteammates’ patterns, she hasonce
again become a dominant force.

Coach Shymansky explained
Moster’s importance to the team,
commenting, “She’s just now get-
ting back to where she’s fresh again.
It's great to see it because obviously
she’sone of the most dominant play-
ers in our conference and in the
country.”

Lauren Sauer has been hot and

cold this year, and when she is hot,
she can be asdominating a player as
the ACC has to offer. Luckily for
Tech, she hasbeen going great guns
lately, recording 28 killsagainst Duke
last weekend.

On Sauer’s late season surge,
Shymansky replied, “She’sreally the
only outside hitter in our confer-
ence, and one of the few in the
country who has the ability to just
go off against a team like that, and
she sure did against Duke.”

Shymansky continued, “We’ve
seen it on and off all year, and the
thing we’ve worked with her on is
consistency. I'll take it. If she just
keeps banging away balls, it doesn’t
matter how inconsistent she was
before, as long as she keeps doing
what she’s doing right now. She’s
definitely on fire, She has a real
passion for the game right now,
and that really helps our team a
lot.”

Overall Improvement on
Defense

The Jackets have historically been
adominant offensive team, but they
tended to hang around the bottom
of the conference in defense as mea-
sured by blocks and digs. This year,
the team has really focused both on
maintaining its offensive prowess
and also on improving its weak-
ness. This has been especially true
in the second half of the schedule.

UNC

The Tar Heels are the number
one seed in the tournament, having
lost only one conference game this
season. They have aquality offense,
quality defense, and senior leader-
ship. They also have beaten Tech
twice this season in tense five-game
matches.

Duke

The Blue Devils finished third in
the ACC behind UNC and Tech.
They have youth at outside hitter,
which has made them inconsistent,
but their defense gets almost every
ball up, forcing itsopponents to make
perfect kills and play extra balls.

FSU & Clemson
The Seminoles finished fourth
in the conference behind dominat-

ing front line players. They faded

late in the season and will have to

regroup to make any noise in the
ACC tournament. The Tigers
came in fifth in the ACC but

finished strong and are a team to

watch out for this weekend.
Wake Forest

The Demon Deacons finished
sixth in the conference and will be
Tech’s first round opponent on Fri-
day at 5pm. Tech handled Wake
easily this season, but the recentness
of the match-up (they played last
Friday) may present some problems
for Tech. They are a very young
team with asenior setter, soit’s hard
to tell what they will bring on any
given night.

Overall Outlook

Tech should have no difficulty
in the first round with Wake espe-
cially with the team’s yearlong focus
on Success Today. If the seeds hold,
Tech will face a rematch with Duke
in the second round. Duke has been
pesky, but look for Tech to win this
potential match infront of the home
fans.

If the seeds continue to hold, the
final would be the third match-up
of heavyweights when Tech meets
UNC. Look for Tech to finally get
over the hump and win the ACC
Tournament in O’Keefe.



