
T e c h b a n d d i r e c t o r r e s i g n s , 
c i t e s s t u d e n t i n d i f f e r e n c e 

EDWARD BRIDGES, DIRECTOR OF THE 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT, announced that he will 
leave his job at Tech at the end ot spring quarter. 

By G R E G W I N K L E R 
N e w s S t a f f W r i t e r 

In a surprise move, Dr. Ed Bridges, Director of 
the Music department, announced Wednesday 
night that he will leave Tech at the end o f the spr­
ing quarter. 

Saying that "The enviornment at Georgia Tech 
was not conducive to the teaching of music as I 
beleive in it/' Bridges cites "basic differences in 
philosophy" between himself and the administra­
tion as his reason for leaving. 

Stressing that "I have no grudge or ill will 
toward any one of you (the band)," and that he has 
"good relations with virtually every member of the 
band," Bridges emphasized that he considered the 
lack of school support very damaging and demean­
ing to his profession. 

Reaction varied among band members. Some 

members, such as past Band Captain Barry 
Cotter, do not feel the absence of Bridges will make 
a significant difference. 

"He had an idea on how things should be run. 
The administration had a different idea. The 
problems that were caused in the past have been 
solved now that he's leaving." 

Band Secretary Michele Zarzaca agreed with 
Bridges in that the administration is responsible 
for many of the Band's problems. She states, "The 
band officerss and Bridges would talk to Dean 
Valk and get conflicting stories" about band 
operations. 

Other Band members believe Bridges' decision 
to leave is a wise one, for both him and the Band. 

Newly elected Band Captain Amie Hardman 
says, "I think it's the best thing for the Band. Both 
he and the band will be better off for it." 

Cont inued on page 12 
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Council positions open; 
six vie for presidency 

By L O N P R I N G L E 

N e w s E d i t o r 

Six students made their 
candidacy for Student Council 
President official this week, 
while only one student sub­
mitted an application for the 
office of Vice-president. 

Will Crane, Mark Demetree, 
Randy Polliner, Bill Propp, 
Sue Smith, and Bobby 
Wildberger will be on the ballot 
for the presidency of the stu-
dent body. Hamil ton 
Barksdale will be the only 
Vice-Presidential candidate. 

Their campaigns will begin 
noon on February 8 and run for 
a week. The election will then 
be held from February 16 
through February 18. 

Dave Vogel, chairman of the 
elections committee, believes 
because there are six can­
didates it will be a good race. 
"It is unusual for there to be 
this many candidates; usually 
only two or three run for Presi­
dent," he states. 

Also, Vogel points out that 
the large number of candidates 
will make the possibility of a 
runoff election "very likely." 

A runoff is necessary if no 
candidate receives a majority 
of the votes cast. If one is 
necessary this year, as it was 
last year, it will be held two 
weeks after the original elec­
tion. 

Although Barksdale is the 
only candidate for Vice-
President that will appear on 
the ballot, James Prolsdorfer 

has expressed interest in run­
ning and may consent to be a 
write in candidate. 

Vogel offers no concrete ex­
planation for why so many 
students are running for the 
presidency while only one for 
the vice-presidency. 

He does acknowledge, 
however, "A lot of attention 
has been focused on the Presi­
dent this year. He hos gotten 
some bad publicity and a lot of 
people think that they could do 
a better job." 

The usual Student Body 
President election has a stu­
dent vote turnout ranging 
from 20 to 30 per cent. Vogel 

believes this year the turnout 
will be good because "with six 
candidates there will be a lot of 
campaigning, and that is the 
best advertising to get people 
to vote." 

He notes that even 
Barksdale, who is unopposed 
on the ballot, is planning to 
carry out his campaign. 

This year the candidates will 
have to comply with some new 
election regulations. The ma­
jor change is that each can­
didate will be allowed to spend 
only $200 for his campaign. D A V E VOGEL, the chairman ot the Student Council election 
This is $100 less than last committee, believes this year's election will be characterized 
year's limit. by heavy campaigning and a good student vote turnout 

Staff fears tragedy 

A r s o n i s t t e r r o r i z e s T e c h w o o d 
By G R E G W I N K L E R 

N e w s S t a f f W r i t e r 

Two recent fires in 
Techwood Dormitory have 
alarmed the administration 
and dorm staff because of the 
possibility of injuries. 

Both blazes caused some 
concern because of the obvious 
danger to residents. Richard 
Lewis, a first floor counselor, 
says, 'The residents are very 
upset...they're tired of living in 
constant fear." 

Apparently set by one or 
more pranksters, the fires have 
both occured on the first floor. 
One was set in a stairwell and 

the other beside a water foun­
tain. 

Although Techwood ex­
perienced eight small fires fall 
quarter, Lewis believes the re­
cent two have been more 
serious. 

"A lot of smoke was 
generated," he says. "It's not 
easy to find a fire when the 
smoke is thick. They (the fire 
crew) passed by it twice before 
they found it." 

Techwood resident advisor 
Rick Seay relates that "some 
residents have bought fire ex-
tinquishers and rope ladders. 
We're treating it as a very 
serious matter." 

The arsonists have not been 
identified. They are believed to 
be residents of the dormitory. 

Lewis says, "They're some 
people in the dorm we're 
suspecting," although he ad­
mits there is little the staff can 
do unless they catch the ar­
sonist in the act. 

The Georgia Tech Police 
Department was notified in 
both cases and is conducting 
an investigation." 

Gary Schwarzmueller, 
Director of Housing, states, 
"This is not going to be 
tolerated. So far we've been 
lucky," but "we're going to 
have to be more aggressive." 

Schwarzmueller reveals that 
two residents have already 
been expelled from the dorm 
for disorderly behavior. "A 
group has a real problem with 
alcohol," and "are involved in 
disruptions. They are com-
gregated in the same area of 
the building." 

Seay states, "We feel we're 
dealing with somebody who's 
very sick." 

Lewis feels just as strongly. 
"It's not a joking matter. 
Whoever is doing this is a 
real psychopath. It's a really 
serious situation and we're not 
laughing a bit." 

Cont inued on page 11 
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THROWING BASKETBALLS INSTEAD OF SNOW­
BALLS, Jim Wood has become one of Tech's leading 
scorers. See Steve Krebs* article on page 23. 

SNOWED UNDER by all the publicity surrounding its 
release, King Kong comes through in the end. See page 
17 for Jim Carnahan's review. 

SLINGING SLUSH INSTEAD OF MUD, Technique 
readers respond to the articles of past weeks. See the 
Campus Forum on page 6. 

F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e a d v i s e s b u d g e t cu t s 
By LON PRINGLE 

News Editor 
Due to large budget requests by 

campus organizations, the 
Finance Committee of the Student 
Council was forced to examine and 
request cuts in mos t 
organizational budgets this week. 

This year, the amount requested 
from campus organizations ex­
ceeded the projected income from 
student activity fees by over $70,-
000. 

The money that the Financial 
Committee has the responsibility 

of trying to divide between the 
different campus organizations 
comes from the $24 student activi­
ty funds that all full time students 
must pay. 

Although the committee was 
forced to request cutfe from the re­
quested budgets, the total budget 
recommended by the finance com­
mittee exceeds last year's total 
budget by over $150,000. The com­
mittee was able to allocate more 
money this year because the in­
creased enrollment brought in 
more student activity fees. 

Staff prevents i 
accidental death 

Quick action by the Techwood 
dormitory staff and a Tech student 
who applied artificial heart 
massage saved a teenager's life 
last Tuesday night. 

The girl apparently choked on a 
pill while in Techwood dormitory 
and her breathing and heart 
stopped. Students came to her aid 
by applying artificial heart 
massage and respiration techni­
ques. 

Georgia Tech Police declined to 
identify the girl because she was a. 
juvenile, but it has been reported to 
the Technique that the victim was 
A runaway from Newark, New 
Jersey. 

She was rushed in an ambulance 
to Tech's Whitehead Infirmary, 
vhere an intern applied artificial 

respiration. During the entire 
rescue her heart stopped a total of 
four times. 

Wednesday she was transferred 
to the Toxicology unit at Grady 
Memorial Hospital for further 
testing. 

Techwood resident advisor Rick 
Seay was a part of the first aid 
team. "She just gagged — stopped 
breathing...her heart stopped 
•twice. There was no color in her 
face. If they hadn't helped her, she 
would have died on the spot." Tech 
Infirmary Director Dr. John A. 
Wilhelm agreed, saying "from the 
information we got, they used CPR 
(cardial pulminary resuscitation) 
and that's darn good. They 
probably saved her life." 

The largest allocation of the 
proposed budget goes to the Stu­
dent Center, which, if the budget is 
approved, will receive over $300,-
000. 

This is, however, only $1,000 
over last year's Student Center 
budget and over $40,000 less than 
they requested this year. 

Bill Dillard, a member of the 
committee explained that they 
were going to have to cut some 
money from somewhere and "we 
know that there is some fat in that 
Student Center budget." 

Jack McMillan, chairman of the 
finance committee, reminds that 
although the Finance Committee 
is supposed to recommend the 
allocation of student activity fees, 
the Student Center is guaranteed 
to receive $10 out of the $24 fee that 
the student pays. 

Another area of student interest 
for which allocations were 
recommended is the Student 
Athletic Complex fund. Although 
their budget was also cut, they 
received the greatest increase over 
last year's budget than any other 
fund. 

This fund does not go to the 
building of SAC itself, but to the 

student organizations that are 
organized under SAC. 

This includes the recreation 
council, the intercollegant sports 
organizations, the intramural ac­
tivities, and the SAC '70 Board. 

Most o/ these groups had their 
budgets cut wherever the com­

mittee thought it would do little 
harm. The total fund received by 
SAC was about $33,000. 

Other major allocations were 
made to publications, the 
Calloway project, which the actual 
building of SAC, and the Graduate 
and Student Councils. 

BILL DILLARD AND JOE GRIMLAND, members of the 
Finance Committee, were forced to recommend to the Stu­
dent Council budget cuts for many campus organizations. 
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Students study energy, 
plan trip to symposium 

By BOBBY ELDER 
News Staff Writer 

Over twenty members of the 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Student Energy Team (GITSET) 
plan to attend the Second Energy 
Resource Alternatives II (ERA II) 
Symposium at the University of 
Houston on February 4 and 5. 

Student Competitions on Rele­
vant Engineering (SCORE) spon­
sors this symposium, which will 
include a presentation by SCORE 
regarding information on the 
various projects submitted for 
SCORE'S 1976-77 competition. 

George Jones, Student Director 
of GITSET, states that the sym­
posium will also provide "a 
medium of exchange among the 
groups" that will finally submit 
projects in competition. 

Criteria for judgement of the six­
ty or so projects that will be sub­
mitted for the SCORE competition 
at Richland, Washington in June 
include marketability, feasibility, 
innovation, and performance. 
This, also, will be discussed in 
some detail at the Houston Sym­
posium. 

GITSET, formed solely to 

prepare projects for the final com- „ deed, a passage from a GITSET 
petition, intends to submit four 
projects. This is more than any 
other school. 

One group captained by Brad 
Milner, is designing a project that 
seeks to harness energy from the 
wind, while Kelly Carter and 
Wayne Iindskog head similar 
groups designing projects that 
derive energy from a solar thermal 
generator and methane, respec­
tively. 

Homer Cochran's group is 
designing a ph^togcltaic project 
that is expected to be the only one 
of its kind submitted during the 
weeklong competition in June 
while twenty to twenty-five wind 
proj ects are expected to be entered. 

The general idea in each case is 
to deisgn a system that could 
produce about 25 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity daily, enough to provide 
a home with the amount of elec­
tricity it normally needs during a 
day. 

Asked whether he expects Tech 
to finish well in the June competi­
tion, GITSET Faculty Advisor Dr. 
Ron Larson says, "absolutely." In-

newsletter claims that "GITSET 
has been openly ambitious from 
the outset." 

This ambition is evident when 
Jones notes that "we're probably 
going to have three or four times 
more people than (any other par­
ticipating college) in Houston." 

Another GITSET newsletter 
records that "it is Dr. Ron Larson's 
belief, after attending five or six 
(such symposiums), that we have 
the best group which ever went 
from any school." 

The Tennessee Valley Authority 
is the main financial backer for 
next month's trip to Houston. 

GEORGE JONES, A MEMBER OF GITSET, d i s p l a y s t h e 

t y p e o t e n e r g y r e s e a r c h e q u i p m e n t t h a t m a y w i n G e o r g i a 

T e c h s t u d e n t s t h e n a t i o n a l SCORE e n e r g y c o m p e t i t i o n . 

P e t t i t a d d r e s s e s S e n a t e , 
r e l a t e s e n e r g y s h o r t a g e 

By ERNIE M A D D O C K 
News Staff Writer 

Concerns about the natural gas 
shortage and the presentation of 
the Research Budget were the 
main topics of discussion at this 

Take A Prof to Lunch 

Wednesday, Feb 9; 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 3rd 
Floor Table Service;Student Center; Total 
Cost: $1.87 

A N Y GEORGIA T E C H STUDENT TAKING A GEORGIA T E C H PROF* TO LUNCH 
WILL GET THE PROF'S LUNCH FREE WITH THE PURCHASE OF THE STUDENTS' 
LUNCH FOR $1 .87 BETWEEN 11 :00 A M AND 1:00 P M ON WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 9 IN THE THIRD FLOOR TABLE SERVICE OF THE STUDENT CENTER. 
T H E STUDENT AND HIS GUEST WILL G O THROUGH THE TABLE SERVICE LINE 
AND WILL THEN CARRY THEIR TRAYS TO R O O M 301 FOR THE LUNCH. B E 
PREPARED TO SHOW ID'S. 

quarter's first Academic Senate 
meeting. 

Georgia Tech President Dr. 
Joseph Pettit opened the meeting 
with remarks about the current 
state-wide natural gas shortage. 
"We are heating with oil," said Pet­
tit, "and it is costing three to four 
times as much as expected." 

Pettit indicated the deficit 
created by the more expensive fuel 
would possibly delay the 
scheduled purchase of other equip­
ment. 
'Tve been here for five years," 
related Pettit, "and something 
always seems to prevent the 

is about 46 percent of the total 
operational budget for the entire 
Institute. 

The breakdown of the 46 percent 
is as follows: general and indirect 
research, 15.84%, sponsored 
research, 20.11%, and other spon­
sored programs, .09%. All of these 
figures are up slightly from Fiscal 
1975. 

Overall, Georgia Tech was 
awarded more research monies 
than the natoional avearge, and 
almost three times as much as 
competitive colleges and research 
centers in the area, 

budget from going through as 
planned. It would be nice to have a Another topic discussed at the 
year without any unexpected meeting was the procedure for clos-
emergencies." ing the Institute in event of bad 

Dr. T. E. Stelon, Vice-President weather. Currently the decision is 
for Research, made the presenta- made around 6:00 a.m. by Pettit 
tion of the research budget at the and Tech Police Chief George Gar-
meeting. According to the report, diner, who contacts the road 
about $20 million was spent on department to get a report of con-. 
research in Fiscal 1976.That figure diditons throughout the area. 

The meal includes: Roast Beef 

Potato 

String Beans 

Roll & Butter 

*Prof includes Faculty, Administration, 
Teaching Assistants 

Sponsored by: 
Student / Faculty Relations Committee 

Student Center 

T.I. CALCULATOR 

S A L E 
(1 week only) 

T.I. 30 24.88 
T.I. SR-40 34.88 
T.I. Bus Anal 42.88 
T.I. 2550- II 29.88 
T.I. SR-51- II 69.88 
T.I. SR-56 89.88 
T.I. SR-52 219.88 
PC-100 Printer 219.88 

W E R E P A I R T . I . C A L C U L A T O R S 
W E A L S O S T O C K A L L T . I . A C C E S S O R I E S ! 

campus sudie 
892-4444 • 62 THIRD ST. AT SPRING 

W e give price quotes over the phone Member At|pnU Chamber of Commerce 
" W e service what we se l l " 
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IDC election 
i 

Next week's Inter-Dormitory Council election has not 
commanded the attention and interest that other campus 
events have in recent memory, but that doesn't take 
away from the importance of choosing the best leaders 
for that organization. Decisions made by the IDC 
Council affect a great number of undergraduate and 
graduate students alike. 

Changes in the Stinger system, ideas for a new 
dormitory, sports tournaments and t-shirts are among 
the many activities the council has worked for recently, 
and many new plans are being considered. The influence 
and financial power of the organization are important 
points to think about in dealing with dormitory 
activities. Yet most students take very little interest in 
the Council's proposals and are unwilling to assist in 
projects backed by the group. There has not been 
overwhelming respect and support for the IDC, and 
that's unfortunate. 

Next week the group will be electing new leaders to 
carry on the hopes and dreams of dormitory residents 
everywhere, and it's up to the students to show their 
support and vote. For all those who are apathetic about 
dormitory activities and place little value in the past 
social functions and events sponsored by the Council, 
this is their chance to make a difference. 

Equal rights 
The Equal Rights amendment will soon be coming up 

for another vote in the Georgia Legislature, accompanied 
by the same opposition and apathy that characterized its 
previous failures in this state. This is unfortunate, 
considering the support it has received in other states 
around the country. 

The ERA states that a person may not be 
discriminated against on account of sex. If carried to the 
extreme the bill would be ridiculous on this point, but the 
basic idea of equality is what this country was founded 
on. America is the melting pot of the world, and just as 
people from all races learn to live together in mutual 
respect and equality, so must people from both sexes 
learn to live in peace with the same rights and 
responsibilities. There is no reason for the inequities that 
now exist in labor, business, sports and other activities; 
sex should never be a factor in deciding employment, 
promotion or responsibility. 

The ERA will not force women out of the traditional 
homemaker role, if that is their choice. What it will 
guarantee for women is the right and opportunity to 
become productive and self-sufficient individuals, 
whether they are motivated by necessity or desire. The 
second and third parts to the amendment provide for 
time and authority to enforce these changes. 

As to objections to universal public restrooms and the 
drafting of women into the military, the amendment is 
not proposed to effect such changes. What 
is important is the idea of equality: do we want it for all 
Americans, or only for a privileged minority? 

Steven Branscombe 

PROUD BLOOD SAVES LIVES 
Few people get excited about having a needle stuck 

in their arm. With the exception of those people who 
pump themselves with needles for momentary 
"highs", most people would rather not think about 
having to take a sho t Even worse would be the 
thought of having the needle stuck in them for seven 
or eight minutes. 

Despite this, hopefully over 700 people will put 
themselves through this small suffering next week for 
a good cause. The local Blood Drive will take over the 
Student Center Ballroom next Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday. This year's goal is to gather 225 pints 
of this precious red substance each day. 

Until last summer, I was one of the many people 
deathly afraid of giving blood. I had used all the basic 
excuses and stories most non-givers use, such as, "It's 
my blood, why should I let someone else use it," "I 
don't know who is going to use the blood I give," "I 
hate needles," "I won't be able to do anything for days 
after I give blood," and "I don't have the time." But 
realistically, all my excuses could be summed up in 
this excuse rarely heard, "I'm afraid." 

I was more or less pressured last summer by peers 
into giving blood for the first time. As an example to 
high school students, I decided to finally rid myself of 
all excuses and give blood. I would be crazy to say I 
wasn't afraid or nervous, because I was. I also will 
admit I felt some pain, but this was caused mostly 
from not knowing what was going on, plus the fact I 
had to wait in line for two hours before finally being 
led to the table. 

But the aftereffects were nothing as severe as I had 
expected. I left shortly afterwards and drove a van 
full of students back to school and took part in a cook-
out and concert that evening. The next day, less than 
24 hours after giving a pint of blood, I played a 60-
minute game of soccer and ran back to the dorm. 

I never felt any aftereffects except one. 
Everyone who gives blood feels something 

afterwards, and that something is a sense of pride. By 
giving a little bit of time and a bit of yourself, you 
have helped someone, somewhere, with some 
problem. It doesn't matter who the person is. What 

does matter is that you have done something for 
someone who needed your help, and that should make 
you feel good. 

I asked the nurse who was taking my blood last 
summer why she worked for the Red Cross putting 
needles in people's arms and answering questions 
like mine for a living. Her answer probably summed 
up the feelings of most Red Cross nurses, "The only 
people I meet doing this are good people. I have never 
met a mean person who would take the time to 
voluntarily give blood." 

Next week, the good people at Georgia Tech will 
give blood. Some will hopefully give for the first time 
and there will probably be many veterans as well. All 
these people will take time out of their studies during 
the week of mid-terms to spend less than an hour to 
give "the gift of life." 

If you are a first-time donor and have questions on 
what actually goes on during the process of giving 
blood and what happens to your blood afterwards, 
ask questions of the Red Cross personnel in the 
Ballroom next week. Or, better yet, talk with someone 
with the Co-op Club, the group sponsoring the drive. 
When you finally decide to give blood, go with a 
friend, it makes the entire process go by quickly. 

Hopefully, to show that we back what we say, a 
large group of workers on the Technique will give 
blood next week, including myself. Most of the 
Editorial Board has given blood in the past and plans 
to give next week. To reach the goal set of 225 pints a 
day (at least 600 units must be collected in the city 
each day to fill the needs of the Atlanta Red Cross) 
one out of every 11 students must give. 

Take some time away from your studies, troubles, 
and anxieties next week. Put yourself in with a group 
of nice people and actually lie down and relax for a 
few minutes. Before you know it, you'll be drinking 
juice and eating doughnuts and soon you will be on 
your way, ready to take on the world, or at least your 
next test. Wear your patch proudly and let your 
balloon fly high. You've given a small part of yourself 
to someone who really needs it. You have a right to be 
proud! 

Don Cope 

T V OR NOT T V 
For those of you who saw the movie Network and 

deemed it all a fantasy, don't look now, but proposals 
have been made for the creation of a fourth network to 
rival media giants NBC, CBS, and ABC. 

However, this new network is not likely to be called 
the Union Broadcast System, nor is it likely to 
resurrect Peter Finch and "The Howard Beale Show" 
(featuring Sybil the Soothsayer) nor is it likely to 
p r e s e n t a n y other unusual or innova t ive 
programming. 

Apparently, the reason for another T V network is 
that it will provide more air time for commercials. It 
seems that Metromedia and a national ad agency feel 
that ad space on the three major networks is hard to 
come by; the addition of another large T V broadcast 
system would accomodate those organizations or 
companies that have found themselves out in the cold 
when it comes to plugging their products on the boob 
tube. 

Actually, there already is a fourth network, the 
Publ ic Broadcas t ing System. PBS presents 
commendable shows with no commercials, but 
anyone will agree that unless you're a real 
educational television freak, PBS's programming 
will drive you nuts after awhile. At least PBS has the 
good sense to show "Monty Python's Flying Circus." 

Furthermore, all the independant UHF stations 
more or less compose an informal network of their 
own. They all offer virtually the same programming 
featuring re-runs of shows like "The Beverly 
Hillbillies" and "Gilligan's Island" which they spice 
up with old movies and hockey games. Sometimes 
this format is very refreshing (for a short time, 
anyway), but UHF stations also have the distinction 
of showing the absolutely worst commercials ever 
made. Those advertisements plugging K-tel records, 
Ronco Rhonestone and Stud Setters, Vegematics, and 
Pat Boone acne creams come off sounding like the 
worst of A M radio with pictures. 

Metromedia has reportedly stated that the new 
network will air some half-hour dramas three times a 

week, but aside from that, nothing seems too definite. 
So that gives everyone plenty of time to make their 
suggestions. 

Before you suggest five hours of "Charlie's Angels" 
every night, stop and think of the other possibilities. 
If this new network decides to pick up college and/or 
professional football, that would make for one more 
game that you'd miss, although the people at Sony 
who make the Betamax deck would love it (at least 
until the copyright laws make the gizmos illegal). 
Alex Hawkins might even get his job back. He could 
be the color commentator on "Crummy Game of the 
Week" which would carry games like Tampa Bay vs. 
Atlanta or University of Virginia vs. Army. 

Or, they could take every re-run show and make a 
new version like "The New Hogan's Heroes" or "The 
New Green Acres". The possibilities are endless. 

Perhaps the fourth network could become 
America's BBC affiliate. True, BBC programs are run 
without commercials, but the network could adopt a 
timing schedule where thirty-minute shows are 
stretched out to forty-five minutes with the extra time 
filled with the so-called "needy" commercials. Many 
BBC programs are of excellent quality — some 
British sitcoms easily surpass the best American 
comedies. Another country's viewpoint might be 
refreshing and educational. 

Better yet, maybe the new television system could 
become a "video game" network. Different times 
could be designated for pong, hockey, and various 
other sports with each game interrupted with 
commercials. Televisions would come equipped with 
controls and all a viewer would have to do would be to 
turn to the proper channel (although it's a cinch that 
Atari wouldn't advertise on the station). 

It remains to be seen whether an additional T V 
network system can get off the ground. With enough 
capital, a fourth major network is entirely plausible. 
One only has to look at the rise in ratings of perennial 
doormat ABC to realize that anything is possible in 
the world of television. 
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Record s c h e m e m a k e s mi l l i ons 
The recent increase in record prices has many 

music fans in an uproar with many retail units 
worried about a drop in sales. Consumers are 
organizing protests against the manufacturers, and 
artists are trying to figure out how a record that cost 
$4.98 ten years ago when they were famous can now 
list for $7.98. 

But there are a few non-industry music 
connoisseurs who welcome the higher list price with 
open pockets. Dubber Ivey, an Atlanta suburbanite 
with two wives and over a thousand record albums to 
his name, thinks he'll wind up in a higher tax bracket 
because of the increase. 

Dubber's occupation: selling pirated recordings. 

"Hell yeah, I'm bound to make a fortune this year," 
smiles Dubber. "Here's an advance order for two 
hundred copies of LINDA RONSTADT AT THEROXY. People 
are eating 'em up!" 

"But isn't your business illegal?" I ask, peering 
down the stacks of wax. "Isn't there a great risk in 
dealing with bootleg records?" 

"You get what you pay for in this business. Before 
you can make money, first you have to turn around. 
The name of the game is still selling, whatever you 
can get away with." 

"But who buys all these albums?" 
"Regular folks — you know, the kind that go 

bowling and watch MARY HARTMAN, MARY HARTMAN 
without laughing. They see my address in the back of 
a fan magazine and write for a list. Once they find out 
my price of $3.60 per disk, they're hooked." 

"But how can you sell them so cheap when the giant 
companies with large-scale production list their 
albums at $7.98." 

Dubber rumbles through his file folders. "They 
figured out about eight years ago that people will pay 
almost any price for entertainment. Damn, look at 
concert prices. They're outrageous too, but people still 
got to concerts. Most record buyers are stupid as hell. 
Besides, a majority are college kids spending 
someone else's money. They like to THROW money 
around. The records I make cost about two bucks each 
to make, the covers are usually plain white and run 
about 30 cents each, and postage is minimal. I know, 
for a fact that Warner/Electra/Atlantic can press 
platters at less than a third of my price. Hell, their's 
wholesales for $3.84 and they list it at $7.98. You 
figure it out." 

"Then it's over four dollars profit for the retailer. He 
makes more than you do." 

" N o t when he can't sell anything. Some 
department stores LOSE money by carrying albums. 
They have to make it up with sales from underwear 
and topcoats, They only stock albums because 
everybody else has record sections with posters and 
flashing lights. Looks great on T V commercials." 

"What. I really want to know is why," I explain. 
"Who is responsible for the price hike and what is the 
reasoning behind it?" 

"My theory is this: with higher prices, people buy 
less, right? So when they buy less, production is cut 
back, right? And when production is cut back, people 
are laid off. When people are laid off, they don't have 
any money. When they don't have any money, they 
can't buy the records because the price is too high. 
Simple, isn't i t?" 

"That doesn't make any sense at all." 

"Of course it does. Whoever raised the price wanted 
to run the industry into the ground and write it off as a 
tax loss. In a multi-million-dollar industry, a guy 
could make a mint real quick." 

"So where do you come in?" I ask, changing the 
tape in my recorder. 

"My uncle owns Columbia," he says, smiling a Joe 
E. Brown smile. "He got me started in this business, 
saying that if I could help him lose money, he'd set me 
up with a Mercedes dealership in East Point. He 
really blew it with that movie soundtrack last 
month." 

"But you couldn't be the only one in this business. 
Who else is involved in this scheme?" 

"Damn, there must be over a thousand bootleggers 
in the Southeast alone! Where do you think all those 
live Beatle albums and Neil Young tapes come from? 
Every May we have a convention in Phoenix City and 
decide what to tape during the summer — usually 
Stones concerts or radio shows about Grade Slick." 

"And when you accomplish this plan, what next?" 
"We're all Communists, you know. After the music 

industry, we'll tackle the military-industrial-complex. 
Fve heard it's a bitch to figure out, but there's money 
to be had there. We have to pay for all that Pepski 
somehow." 

"That brings up a good point. Is it true that people 
in the music business use drugs?" 

"You know, that's one of the nasty rumors that 
everyone hears about us. See this Anacin tablet? 
Watch me swallow it. Does that make me a drug 
addict? Does a simple two hits of horse a week make 
me a junkie? You pseudo-journalists are always 
blowing things way out of proportion. Music people 
don't take drugs because we HAVE to; we take them 
because we can AFFORD it. And that's more than I can 
say for you, big shot." 

"Okay, if you're so rich, why do you bop around in 
sneakers and baggy jeans? Why not buy some decent 
clothes with all your money?" 

"So's your mother! Listen jerk, if you're such a 
great interviewer, why don't you ask INTELLIGENT 
questions like who I'm sleeping with this week or 
what I watch on TV Saturday afternoons? Instead 
you come into my warehouse with your damn hyped-
*up superiority complex and cheap Japanese tape 
recorder that matches your face and ask me about 
drugs and record prices. Well, it just so happens that I 
don't have an uncle at Columbia Records, I'm not a 
Communist, and if you believed all that crap I've got a 
nice motel on 1-485 that you can have real cheap." 

"Are records easy to store in motel rooms?" I ask. 
"Sure Bud, and we keep grass plants by the window 

and eat Indian herbs and paint our faces and wear 
bed sheets most of time when we're alone and spend 
all weekend listening to old Mothers albums. If the 
pigs show up we flush everything down the toilet arid 
hide in the basement where we keep the horse. I even 
shave my head and leave a little pony tail in the back. 
See, I'Jl bet you thought that was my real hair." 

"But..." 
"I'm just a simple businessman trying to make a 

fast buck. Is that so wrong? Is that un-American or 
something? What is it with everybody, anyway?" 

"Does that mean the interview is over?" 
"Go away, kid, you bother me." 

There were a couple of ominous 
signs last week about our future 
way of life. 

First, anybody who tried to do a 
load of laundry in one of the 
neighborhood laundromats more 
than likely found the door locked 
and a sign on the door reading "No 
Gas." 

Second, Jimmy Carter's solar-
h e a t e d i n a u g u r a l p a r a d e 
reviewing stand failed to work and 
the first family was forced to 
watch the parade with coats and 
gloves on. 

While apparently unrelated, 
both of these events stress the 
precarious energy position this 
country finds itself in. Our 
primary heating fuel, natural gas, 
is in short supply while the much 
b a l l y h o o e d s o l a r e n e r g y 
dependability is uncertain at best. 

The gas companies are claiming 
that recent problems in supply can 
primarily be attributed to the 
federal government's regulation of 
them. They say the price is too low. 
If that was completely true, it 
would mean there is plenty of gas 
sitting underground just waiting 
to be drilled for, if the price was 
right. 

However, leading geologists are 
telling us that the TOTAL GAS supply 
remaining is only 12 YEARS. That 
isn't very long. Twelve years ago, 
Tech students were already well 
into elementary school. Raising 
the price to encourage exploration 
for harder to get natural gas, 
therefore, will only help us fulfill 
natural gas needs for a relatively 
short term. 

Beyond that, it's going to be cold 
around here. 

The past couple of weeks' gas 
problems are this area's first hard 
evidence of what doing without 
essential energy is like. The 
popularly labeled "energy crisis" 
of two years ago caused few supply 
problems here. Sure the price of 
gas , electricity and gasoline 
skyrocketed but you never had to 
worry where your car's next 
tankful was coming from. 

Most northeasterners and those 
from many other parts of the 
c o u n t r y s t i l l h a v e s o m e 
recollection of worrying how they 
were going to get gas. The lengthy 
lines, restrictions on what day you 
could buy gas (even numbered 
license plates only on even days), 

and that sinking feeling of seeing 
the "Sorry, No Gas Today" sign 
are at least etched on their minds. 
Though these events seem to have 
failed in encouraging permanent 
conservation. 

Undoubtedly, this country will 
eventual ly come up with a 
revolutionary energy supply that 
will solve our present worries. But 
it's not going to be cheap or easy. 
The failure of Carter's solar energy 
system shows solar energy is far 
from an immediate or complete 
solution. 

The reviewing stand's failure, 
for instance, was primarily due to 
the two previous days' cloudy 
weather. That's a factor solar 
engineers are going to have a 
difficult time overcoming. 

So in the meantime, this country 
will be depending on its present 
t r ad i t i ona l energy supplies: 
petroleum and coal with a little bit 
of nuclear power. And the key — 
l i k e i t o r n o t — wi l l be 
conservation. 

Energy research must also be 
stressed and Georgia Tech stands 
to benefit from that. Its emphasis 
on and experience with, solar 
energy will undoubtedly garner it 
much in research support. In fact, 
the inaugural stand heating 
system was designed by Tech 
f a c u l t y a n d s t u d e n t s . 
Additionally, our nuclear research 
facilities are some of the best in the 
country. 

Our legislators and energy 
compan ies today should be 
debating seriously where our long 
term future energy should be 
coming from and how we're going 
to get to the future using our 
present energy sources. 

R a t h e r , t h e y ' r e deba t i ng 
breaking up the oil companies. 

Meanwhile, the oil companies 
are trying to raise prices through 
deregulation of their industry to 
get as much money out of the 
present limited resources. 

Some federal agencies are 
spending their time worrying how 
many women and minorities the 
oil companies are hiring; 

And Americans are driving their 
cars more than ever and building 
more highways to drive their cars 
on. 

It's all a little like debating what 
color to paint the Titantic. 

Punch 

"Good grief! This balance-sheet won't do—why damn it, a 
child could understand it." 
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Dear Editors: 
This letter is in reply to David 

Throop's commentary in last 
w e e k ' s C a m p u s F o r u m . 
Contrary to what Mr. Throop 
believes, there IS a large 
number of suicides at Tech and 
the number is increasing every 
day. A new club, called SKYAT 
(Students — Kill Yourself At 
Tech) was formed last quarter 
expressly for that purpose. 
They expect suicide to climb to 
the popularity that streaking 
enjoyed some years ago. , 

Each week the club meets at 
some appointed time and place 
and commits suicide. Last week 
they jumped off the top of the 
Administration building, the 
week before they ate at Brittain 
Dining Hall, and next week 
they plan to sit in Lyman Hall 
until it collapses. If Mr. Throop 
would like to join the club Fm 
sure they would like to have 
him. 

Mark Pellegrini 
Box 31872 

WREK rumbles 
Dear Editors: 

T h e r e i s a s t u d e n t 
organization on this campus 
that operates 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. Many of its 
members have spent countless 
hours in attempts to maintain 
and/or improve its services to 
both the Georgia Tech and 
Atlanta communities. Many of 
the members are on 24 hour 
call, and more than once a 
member has been called at 12 
midnight to perform some 
emergency task that might 
take the whole night and 
perhaps most of the day, 
despite the fact that he or she 
might have to study for a test, 
c o m p l e t e a h o m e w o r k 
assignment, or finish a term 
paper. 

Yet, in spite of these actions 
which would seem to serve as 
examples of self-sacrifice and-
leadership, this organization's 
members seem to consistently 
ignored when it comes time for 
individual honors and awards 
to be distributed. We have 
noticed that the lists for 
nominations for membership 
in such organizat ions as 
A N A K and ODK a lways 
contain such people as leaders 
of the TECHNIQUE and BLUEPRINT 
s t a f f s , S G A o f f i c i a l s , 
cheerleaders, and other various 
organizations, but rarely have 
we seen anyone on these lists 
from our organization — 
WREK radio. 

Not only must we try to live 
up to expectations of Tech 
students, but, as a public 
trustee, we are also beholden to 
the metro-Atlanta community, 
and a lso to the Federal 
Communications Commision. 
L i c e n s e d o p e r a t o r s (a l l 
students) are required to be at 
the station all 24 hours of our 
broadcast day. Maintenance 
and production are also tasks 
that require daily efforts. 

We are not trying to deny the 
value of other organizations on 
this campus, but to simply state 
that we at WREK feel that the 
apparent disregard of our 
comparab le efforts is an 
injustice not only to us but to 
the en t i r e Georgia Tech 
community. 

Staff of WREK 
Box 32743 

Student plods 
Dear Editors: 

I h a v e never been so 
annoyed, outraged, insulted or 
just plain disgusted as I was by 
the editorial entitled "Dumb 
Students Run Rampant." In 
the face of such arrogance I 
could not remain silent. 

While I agree that upgrading 
T e c h ' s s t a n d a r d s is a 
wor thwhi le endeavor, your 
suggestion that this upgrading 
be carried out at the expense of 
Georgia resident students is 
nothing short of ludicrous! I'd 
like to point out that Tech was 
built with the intention of 
serving the people of Georgia 
with tax dollars raised in 
G e o r g i a . It s e e m s o n l y 
r e a s o n a b l e t ha t Georgia 
residents should be given first 
priority on the use of Tech's 
services. 

I found your contention that 
Georgia students here at Tech 
are academica l ly inferior 
repugnant. I would like to see 
the figures on which you based 
such an idiotic statement. 
Assuming, however, that you 
are correct, what are you doing 
at Tech? I seems to me that if 
you are so academically and 
socially superior you should be 
competing strictly with other of 
your caliber and not wallowing 
in the scholastic mire with the 
rest of us. 

Please don't kid yourself into 
thinking that your out-of-state 
fees completely cover the cost of 
your education. You are here 
largely through the generosity 
of Georgia taxpayers. To ask 
these taxpayers to afford more 
opportunities for out-of-state 
students at the expense of their 
own children is unrealistic at 
best. 

•xx-Campus Forumx* 
If you seriously believe that 

"dumb" in-state students are 
hurting the quality of your 
education I suggest that you 
cons ider transferring to a 
school in your own part of the 
country. Such a course of action 
would be of benefit to all 
concerned. You wouldn't have 
to put up with all of the "Dumb 
Georgia Country Boys" and we 
wouldn't have to put up with 
the drivel espoused by you. 

I have nothing against out-
of-state students, but I feel that 
you have damaged their image 
no end with your editorial. 

If you consider yourself an 
example of the "cream" of the 
Tech community I will be 
content to just keep plodding 
along. 

Jack Cronin 
Box 32284 

No track 
Dear Editors: 

I hope this version of the 
track team's per formance 
meets your approval for 
printing. The straight-forward, 
cold, expressionless results of 
the Senior Bowl meet, which I 
sent in to you last week seemed 
not to appeal to you, since you 
did not mention a single word 
a b o u t i t in last week 's 
TECHNIQUE. 

I don't mind writing up the 
results of the meets for the 
TECHNIQUE; in fact, I think it 
gives a very unique "runner's 
point of view" of the meet. 
However, I think your staff 
could make more of an effort to 
get these results for the 
TECHNIQUE. 

The track team has been 
working hard since school 
started in September and I 
think the team deserves much, 
much more than just a passing 
acknowledgement o f their 
accomplishments to date. Don't 
be misled into thinking that the 
track team is just another 
bunch of "publicity hungry, 
ego t i s t i ca l j o c k s . " Three-
fourths of the team members 
r e c e i v e no f inancial aid 
whatsoever. We're mostly just 
plain student-athletes, who 
c h o o s e to s t ruc ture our 
afternoons toward goals of 
seeing how much we can 
improve in track and field. 
Track is a very personal sport, 
involving more of mind over 
body than body over physical 
opponent, as in more physical 
contact sports. 

Don't you think the Tech 
community DESERVES to know 
how well the school is being 
represented in track? I think 

you can help the TECHNIQUE 
fulfill this implied obligation to 
the Tech Community. 

Jonathan Fite 
Box 33204 

Biased facts 
Dear Editors: 

Congratulations to Bobby 
Elder for an excellent job of one­
sided reporting in the January 
21 Technique'. I am referring 
to the report on the difference 
b e t w e e n the G P A ' s fo r 
Fraternity vs. Non-Fraternity 
students. 

Your paper must have serious 
g r i e v a n c e s a g a i n s t 
Fraternities to publish an 
article harping on a difference 
in .01 between the GPA for 
u n p l e d g e d a n d p l e d g e d 
s t u d e n t s . Perhaps the entire 
staff of your paper was at one 
time or another flushed or 
b l a c k b a l l e d f rom s o m e 
Fraternity or Sorority! Of 
course, this is in keeping with 
the 'Techniques' "support" of 
the Greek system throughout 
the past. 

When Tech has the highest 
percentage (25%) of students in 
the country as Fraternity or 
S o r o r i t y m e m b e r s , s u c h 
treatment seems unjustified. If 
Tech students were easily 
impressed by such reporting, 
they would all stay buried in 
their books every day. When 
the time comes for them to get a 
job in the real world, will a 
prospective employer give a job 
to someone who has a 4.0 GPA 
for his entire career at Tech, or 
will he hire the person with the 
2.9 overall and a more varied 
b a c k g r o u n d ( s u c h as 
Fraternity membership, SGA, 
etc.)? 

Fraternity membership is too 
great an experience to be 
m u t i l a t e d b y o n e - s i d e d 
reporting by the Technique' 
which paint a picture of all 
Fraternity members as stupid 
or constantly drunk. 

John F. DeBardeleben 
Box 36561 

More biased facts 
Dear Editors: 

I feel the article which 
appeared in the January 21st 
edition o f the TECHNIQUE 
concern ing fraternity and 
sorority grade point averages 
for fall quarter was grossly 
unfair. The fact that over the 
last twenty-five academic 
quarters the GPA for Greek 
s o c i e t i e s was above the 
undergraduate GPA ninteen of 
those quarters was not stated. 
Also, I do-not remember ever 
reading an article in this paper 

when the fraternities and 
sororities were on the high side 
of the scale. In fairness maybe 
some of the reasons for the 
decline in Greek GPA during 
f a l l q u a r t e r s h o u l d be 
investigated. 

As hard as it is for many 
people to believe, rush is not 
just a party that goes non-stop 
for two weeks. It takes time to 
set up and clean up after three 
h u n d r e d people w h o are 
seriously looking at fraternities 
and not just drinking our beer, 
and you see why we begin fall 
quarter behind the unpledged. 

T h e b i g g e s t r e a s o n 
fraternities may lack a higher 
GPA, is dur to Homecoming, 
the number one attraction of 
fall quarter. How many of the 
entries in the Ramblin* Reck 
P a r a d e a r e b u i l t b y 
fraternities? How many of the 
displays appeared in the front 
yards of fraternities? And now 
compare the caliber of these 
recks and displays with those 
built by dormitories or the 
band. Seriously ask yourself 
what would Homecoming be 
without the fraternities. Add to 
the time spent on Homecoming 
projects, the time spent on 
community service projects, 
serving in Student Government 
and other campus committees, 
a n d p a r t i c i p a t i n g in 
intramural sports, one can see 
why the Greek average is one-
hundreth of a point behind the 
school average. 

Scholarship is a vital concern 
to all fraternities and sororities, 
we are here to receive an 
education, but not everything 
that one should learn while 
attending college is contained 
in text books. Graduates of 
technical schools have the 
stereotype image of not being 
able to communicate with other 
people in the outside world. 
Fraternities and sororities offer 
their members an opportunity 
to overcome the stigma of 
becoming a social idiot. 

Ronald A. Veith 
Box 30764 

Another award 
Dear Editors: 

Congratulations! 
Your newspaper will be 

among the winners to receive 
awards at the Awards Night 
Banquet on Friday, February 
25, at the Press Institute. 

We hope you will have 
s o m e o n e to receive your 
award(s). Let us know if you 
have any questions. 

Julia Dyar 
Executive Manager 

Georgia Press Association 
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