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Quote of the week:
“We live in a Newtonian world of

Einsteinian physics ruled by Franken-

stein logic.”
—David Russell

OUR VIEWS CONSENSUS OPINION

Capital Building

Approximately once every ten years, the Capital Campaign
starts afresh and makes plans to develop projects using funds
from donors. The goal is to raise $1 billion, with some of the
funds going toward improving student life. This could involve
funding the building ofan Undergraduate Learning Centerand
an East Campus Learning Center, expansion of the Student
Center, spending more money on landscaping and creating a
Student Life endowment fund, among other possibilities.

The creation of an Undergraduate Learning Center would
be beneficial for the entire student body by bringing together
essential resources. [t would also be much more easily marketed
to donors wishing to leave a lasting legacy on campus because
it will be a physical building. However, placing a learning
center near on east campus in addition to having one next to
the library (both of which are possibilities) is unnecessary if
both centers are built to serve similar purposes.

While money appropriated to landscaping keeps Tech
beautiful, the currentbudgetis plenty. Flowers are changed out
several times a year, lawns are well kept and leaves are blown,
raked and swept away shortly after falling. This money should
be put towards more student life activities, with a Student Life
endowment fund being an excellent possibility.

The endowment fund would be established to sponsor
concerts and other social events. While “Help Ludacris come
back again,” may not appeal to older generations of alumni,
it is a good way of encouraging younger alumni to become
regular donors.

At this time, it is important to SGA that the student body
express the type of Student Life improvements they desire to
be considered. It is essential for students to act quickly and
cohesively because the submissions for the Capital Campaign
have been rumored to be due early in the fall semester.

Building frustrations

The construction on and off of campus has become a major,
yet understandable inconvenience. At times, it seems worse
because the DOT is also working on the Fifth Street bridge in
addition to the Klaus building construction down the street.
While construction is not favored at any time, it is better for
the majority to be going on during the summer rather than fall
when more people are around campus.

A nice side effect of the construction has been the Trolley
and Stinger being temporarily re-routed to actually go through
the campus instead of circling the perimeter.
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Physics dept. needs chemistry

There aren’t many schools in the
country better than Tech when it
comes to engineering programs, and
evenour non-engineering programs
are gaining credibility. But what is
Tech’s selling point?

“Lookat the person to your right
and the person toyourleft,” they tell
youduringorientation. “Only two of
you will graduate from here.”

At first, this might seem to be
quite an impressive statement; Tech
isa public institution whose classes
areasrigorousas those taughtatwell-
respected Ivy League schools—not
bad, you might think. But after
attending a class filled with over
200 students (take introductory
chemistry classes, for instance) with
aninstructorwhoisbrilliantinevery
aspectbesides teaching, you begin to
wonder whatexactly Techisselling.
Is it beneficial to the school to fail
a quarter of a class and pass three-
quarters, who may or may not have
a solid background on the subject
being taughe?

Instead of focusing on “weeding
out” as many students as possible, it
is better to encourage professors to
work harder on getting through to
students. Certain students may know
how to study—or use exams from
previoussemesters—and passaclass,
whereas other students who may be
much more skilled in the subject
may fail because they missed a few
more multiple-choice questions on
a multiple-choice only exam.

Currently, this is the problem
with Physics 2211. Imagine taking
an exam with ten questions worth
ten points each. Only a scientific
calculator is allowed, making long
computation difficult (many of the
questions require more thanadozen
steps to solve completely). On two
questions, you forget to divide by
thefinal term because there ishardly
enough room on your paper to see
your work—this delays your prog-
ress and leaves you to guess on two

“The solution is not to
standardize exams...but to
establish better standards of

teaching.”
Nikhil Joshi

News Editor

questions. Your score is a 60. Your
neighbor, on the other hand, knew
halfas muchasyoubutscored higher
thanks to random guessing.

Although the School of Physics
has made numerous changes in the
structure of this course over the
past few years, these changes have
not been reflected in a significant
manner in terms of average GPAs.
Physics 2211 has had surprisingly
lowaverage GPAsover thelast couple
of years. For instance, according to
SGA’s Course Critique, GPAs were
as low as 1.97 in spring of 2003,
1.81 in spring 0of 2004, and 2.27 in
spring of 2005.

Admission standardsare getting
stricter every year, with average
SAT scores and high school GPAs
of admitted students on the rise.
According to an article posted last
June on Tech’s website, “...Tech is
admitting one of the smartest classes
in its 119-year history. Students
who've committed to becoming
freshmen this fall [of 2004] cur-
rently boast an average grade point
average of 3.75 and an average SAT
score of 1337.”

It is evident that administrators
need to take a closer look at how
professorsare teaching the class. Not
only should administrators change
the format of the tests to check con-
ceptual understanding rather than
justcomputational skills, they should
also take into consideration the fact
thatoftentimes professorsare justnot
getting through to students. This is
true notonlyfor physics, but forother

classesaswell. Take calculus classes,
for example. Some professors who
teach calculus classes allow students
touse notesand books on theirexams
and let students exempt the final
exam (such as a Calculus II class
last semester), completely omitting
certain concepts. In one Calculus
IT class last semester, students who
had an “A” in the class before the
final exam were given the privilege
of exempting the exam. Asa result,
they were not tested on eigenvalues
andeigenvectors,amongotherlinear
algebra concepts fundamental to
advanced mathematics and engi-
neering courses.

Uniformity is another problem.
The solution is not to standardize
exams, which has proven very unfor-
tunate forsome students in introduc-
tory physics, but to establish better
standards for teaching. After being
in a class taught by more than one
professor and hearing experiences
from fellow students, it is easy to see
thatsome professors copy-and-paste
the textbook onto slides and recite
from them, while others explain
concepts with a different approach,
makingiteasier for students to grasp
complicated, abstract ideas.

As a whole, Tech needs to set a
strongerand more uniformsstandard
for teaching introductory classes.
Administrators need to take a closer
look at how professors are teach-
ing introductory classes; the focus
needs to be on learning concepts,
and learning them thoroughly and
completely.
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Summer entertainment sings the blues

[ havealot more free time on
my hands during summer and
less cheap ways to have fun. With
student organizations hibernat-
ingand most peoplelearninghow
to cohabitate with their parents
again, the campus seems dead.
So, turning outward for enter-
tainment, [ have realized thatit’s
gotten expensive to have fun.

Last summer a friend and I
bought decent tickets to three
great concerts for less than a
hundred dollars, total. Even if
thereweregreatconcertsin town,
the prices have increased out of
my budget.

The price of Music Midtown
tickets jumpingup thirty dollars
this year was hard to take even
before all of the rain. I can only
hope that 99X’s Downtown
Rocks series at Underground
makesup formy currencshortage
of live music.

Entertainment and eating
optionsclose tocampusare often
out of a student’s budget.

Irecentlywentto Tech Square
to check out the newest restau-
rant. However, one glanceat the
menu left me eating elsewhere.
Thanks for posting the menuand
saving me the embarrassment
of coming inside, but I can’t
help but see a misled audience
of students desperate for good
food close to campus but with a
limited budget.

Ribsand Bluesfinally reopen-

“The price of Music

Midtown tickets jumping
up thirty dollars this year

was hard to take...”

Amanda Dugan
Sports Editor

ing gives students another op-
tion for food nearby. It is one
of the only affordable, quality
restaurants on campus thatac-
cepts the BuzzCard. So many
students have money on their
card, butthereare onlylimited
avenues to use it. If more places
followed their lead, everyone
would benefit.

Thereisalightat theend of
the tunnel—oratleastalterna-
tive routes nearby. Technology
Square’s free outdoor summer
film series, Flicks on Fifth,
offers a nice opportunity to
use the newer part of campus.
Free admission to popular
movies starting at dark helps
bridge the community across
the interstate.

A few places off campus
are responding to the needs of
students, also.

Ispent Tuesday nightwatch-
ing Whole World Theatre’s live
improvshow. Thankstoaladies
night and student pricing on
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Sign language

Allaround campus, new signs
can be seen in major locations.
With massiveamounts of visitors
present during the summer, the
signs are a welcome addition to
thosewhoarelost (and thosewho
used to give them directions).

Whether it be prospective
students, businessmen or camp-
ers looking for directions, the
newssigns make gettingaround
campus easier.
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No. 1forNo. 1
Chelsea (Chip) WhiteIIT has

recently been named chairof the
School of Industrial and Systems
Engineering.

With Tech’s ISyE program
ranked as the highest in the
nation, it is important to have
a strong leader like White to
maintain the high rankings for
the school.

[

Woody’s woes

The oneadvantage to campus
dining halls used to be the ease
in getting rid of dirty dishes.
However, for the past couple
of weeks, the tray return at
Woodruff’sdining hallhasbeen
broken. This would never work
in the fall with more students
using the facilities. Even if less
students use thearea, itisstillan
inconvenience and needs to be
repaired as soon as possible.

Houston has problem

Projected starting cornerback
Reuben Houston was arrested
lastweek forallegedly conspiring
to sell 94 pounds of marijuana
worth $60,000. Not only is it
saddening for the Tech commu-
nity to be associated with such
a large-scale criminal act, it is
also sad to lose one of our star
football players.

Tuesdays, ten dollars bought
my four best friendsand me two
hoursoflaugh-out-loud comedy
only two minutes from campus.
Businessesgainanaudienceand
students gain more relaxation
outletsfromdiscountslike this. It
isawin-win ituation more places
close to campus should try.

Sadly, the cost of entertain-
mentitselfjustkeepsincreasing.
The Supreme Courtruled Mon-
day in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Studios v. Grokster that internet
file-sharing services will be held
responsible if they intend for
people to use their software il-
legally. Whether or not you feel
that downloading is illegal, this
decision will have an impact on
the cost of music.

I am sure that the industry
hopes this will increase the use
of legal file-sharing services
thatsell songs, but since foreign
programs won't fall under the
new ruling the traffic will most
likely only move. Still, this new

ruling may save students from
being prosecuted as it gives the
entertainment industry a legal
alternative to individually going
after illegal file-sharers.

The ruling, whether or not it
detersillegal downloading, does
notsolve the industry’s problem
of figuring how to effectively
reach consumers who rely on
digital music.

My friend justboughtthe new
Acceptance CD, not realizing it
came complete with copyright
protection. Unfortunately for
him, this means he can’t put the
songs he paid for on his IPod.
Record companies moving in
thisdirectionare onlyalienating
their legal customers.

Adding copyright protection
to more CDs will only push
people into downloading, such
asmy friend who had to illegally
download the songs he owned.
Asstudentswearealways needing
opportunities to relaxand having
to search for inexpensive options
often ends in frustration.

Whether it is the newest
obnoxious Gwen Stefani single
you are trying to download or
just a place to have lunch, more
often than not college students
as a consumer audience are
overlooked. The entertainment
industry, both local and global,
should look for inventive ways
to appeal to our need—cheap,
quality entertainment.

YOUR VIEWS LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Farewell to Barbell

Thisisindeed asad dayin the
history of Georgia Tech. Today
marks one of the final days in
the history of the Barbell Club
at Georgia Techasastudentrun
organization with on campus
facilities. The club, in this form,
wasaGeorgia Techinstitution for
50 years. Generation after gen-
eration of Georgia Tech students
—tensof thousands—menand
women—were members of the
Barbell Club. Many have written
fondly of thisvery special Georgia
Tech institution.

It took the administration
only one year to completely and
knowingly destroy this club in
itscurrent form. Time after time
officers of the Barbell Club tried
to meet with the people in the
administration who were au-
thoring the memos charting the
destruction of the Barbell Club.
From October until May, these
people refused to meet with the
officers. Meanwhile members of
the administration were writing

back to other students [with]
platitudes: “The Barbell Club is
aliveand well,” “The Barbell Club
will be moved into what is un-
doubtedly oneof finestrecreation
centersin the United States.” The
Barbell Club was not offered an
even remotely comparable space
inthe CRC, noranywhereelseon
campus. These statements of the
administration were disingenu-
ous and misleading. Every time
the club answered some objec-
tion, theadministration changed
their arguments. This has never
been about Title IX. There are a
thousand and one ways to satisfy
the volleyball recommendation
of the “Daniel Report.” Many
of these have little or no impact
on the Barbell Club. So goodbye
to the Barbell Club as we know
it. Started by students in 1955,
andkilled by administrators, for
reasons unknown, in 2005.

Tom Morley
morley@math.gatech.edu
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BUZZ

Around the Campus
Where is the best place
to see fireworks?

. '.‘

Teena Carroll
Math Graduate

“Nashville, TN

Claudia Jones
[E Third-year

“The best fireworks are in
Savannah.”

PhucDao
ME Second-year

“Campanile Plaza”

Chris Fehn
[E Third-year

“Lenox Square”
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