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Chapter One:  Historic Development and Significant Dates of the Atlanta/Atlantic 
Sheet Metal Corporation 
 
 

1. Founding years and Expansion 1919-1940 
 
The Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation is located in the City of Atlanta at 799 and 801 
Marietta Street northwest.  The land on which this lot is located was originally part of the 
McMillen subdivision, which was bought by William McMillen in 1882.  The 1911 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showed this area as mainly residential, with a home at 799 
Marietta Street and the St. James M[ethodist] E[piscopal] Church at 801.  The Atlanta 
City Directories confirm this and listed the church for the last time in 1924.  The home 
was probably used as a rectory as Reverend W. H. Boring was listed there in 1923.  
 
The company was chartered on June 30, 1919 under the name of “Atlanta Sheet Metal      
Works” with a capital stock of $5000.  The company changed names at least twice, with 
the last change in 1938 from Atlanta Sheet Metal, Inc. to Atlantic Sheet Metal 
Corporation.  To avoid confusion, this name will be used in the remainder of the report, 
except where part of a quotation. Half the ownership belonged to E. D. Murphy and the 
other half to Clarence L. Schilling.  The 1920 City Directory listed the address as 17 
Sampson Street and listed E. D. Murphy as President, C. L. Schilling as Secretary-
Treasurer.  The address was the same as that listed for “C. P. Murphy’s Sons,” a roofing 
company, founded in 1880, that specialized in “Gravel Roofing, Tar, Concrete Floors and 
Water Proofing.”  The products offered by the Atlanta Sheet Metal Works were listed in a 
1920 marketing calendar as follows:  Cornices, Marquise, Gutters, Sky Lights, 
Ventilators Metal Windows, Metal Doors and Blow Pipe Systems.  The Atlanta City 
Directory for 1920 listed seven additional sheet metal companies in Atlanta.   
 
Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation remained at the Sampson Street location for five years 
and leased space from Murphy’s.  In May 1924 Clarence L. Schilling purchased a lot at 
799 Marietta Street from Jessie M. Clayton for $20,000.00.   In the same month and year 
that Schilling purchased the first of the three lots that now comprise the property, an 
application for a building permit for a warehouse measuring 59 x 171 feet was filed in 
Fulton County.  Under the space for owner George A. Clayton, Agent was listed.  
Clayton was a builder.  According to the minutes of a stockholder meeting the company 
moved to the 799 – 801 Marietta Street in August of 1924, only a few months after the 
date of the building permit.  Also on July 10th, 1924 the stockholders in a special meeting 
voted approval to lease the lot and building from Clarence Schilling for $2700 the first 
year, $3000 the second year, $3600 the third year, $4200 the fourth year and $4800 the 
fifth year.  However, he deeded said lot to “Atlanta Sheet Metal Works” on December 
31st of the same year.  
 
Two more land purchases were needed to arrive at the current configuration of the 
property.  In August 1925, F[rederic]. E. A. Schilling (father of Clarence Schilling) 
purchased a second lot to the rear of the first. This property, with a Third Street address, 
was bought from Mary J. Parks.  Schilling turned around and sold the lot to Atlantic 



 

 

Sheet Metal Corporation two months later in February 1926.  In March 1926 (right after 
the second lot was purchased by the company) another building permit was issued to 
construct a metal-clad paint shop.  It showed the owner as “Atlanta Sheet Metal Works” 
and the builder as the George A. Clayton Company.  The third and last parcel, another 
Third Street lot adjoining the first, was purchased in July 1936 by Atlantic Sheet Metal 
Corporation (the final name change probably occurred during this year) from the Fulton 
County Tax Assessor for unpaid taxes (by the previous owner).   
 
The people running the company during the early and expansion years changed, but 
always seemed to be a Schilling family involvement.  In 1923 Clarence L. Schilling was 
listed for the first time as President, with John T. Schilling (Clarence’s brother) as 
Secretary-Treasurer.  In 1927 Roy B. Daniell was listed as Secretary-Treasurer.  It is not 
known for sure how many shares John T. Schilling held in the company or how long he 
worked there.  When Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation also incorporated in the State of 
Alabama, Clarence elicited help from another family member, his uncle Otto Agricola, 
who lived in Gadsden, Alabama.  Clarence L. Schilling remained in the position of 
President until 1968 when he retired. 
 
By 1926 the company employed 25 people.  In 1928 the company bought two cars, one 
new Chevrolet Coach and one used Studebaker from the John Smith Company.  In 1930 
34 sheet metal companies were operating in the City of Atlanta.    
 
In 1936 the company changed its official name to Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation (the 
name appears that way on a 1936 deed).  The 1937 Atlanta City Directory also showed 
the new name for the first time.   By then Daniell was Vice-President-Treasurer, and in 
1938 Walter L. Clifton Jr. was Vice-President and Brooks W. Lovelace, Schilling’s 
brother-in-law, was Secretary.  Lovelace remained there until at least 1950. 
 
The company apparently was always researching new technologies and put in patent 
applications at least twice.  One application in 1922 was for an air box, a device 
permitting fresh air to enter into a room or building.  In 1938 Clarence L. Schilling and 
his heirs received a patent for Metal Flashing from the United States Patent Office.   
 
 

2. The World War II Years 
 
Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation underwent a major expansion in the late 1930s as they 
most likely expected their business to grow rapidly due to the looming war.  The third 
building permit, dated 1938, after the second Third Street lot was purchased, replaced all 
former buildings to the rear of the property with a configuration close to that existing 
today.  A bill from Marcus M. Clayton (most likely the son of George A. Clayton) for a 
total of $9078.75 for alterations and additions was sent to the company on March 11, 
1941.  Their need for expansion was confirmed when they signed a contract with the War 
Department of the United States Government in January 1942 for 482,326 “Practice 
Bombs” and 506,443 “Arming Wires Assembly[ies]” for a total cost of $689,726.18.  
This certainly was a major success for a small company and was negotiated for a period 



 

 

of at least two years.  This expansion also required some internal changes.  On September 
2, 1944 Brooks W. Lovelace, married to Clarence Schilling’s sister and also Secretary of 
the company, sent out a memo to all employees.  In reference to the contract with the 
War Department, he quoted production troubles and fears that employees had drifted into 
many bad habits.  He set up strict regulations concerning breaks, leaving the plant during 
work hours, orderly spaces around each work place, and smoking in the shipping or 
painting departments.  The War Department apparently inspected all plants and was 
ready to cancel contracts if inefficiencies were determined to exist.  To accommodate 
these busy production years, the company rented additional space from other businesses 
along Marietta Street.  Many of these leases were terminated by the end of the war.   
 
    

3. Post World War II to the present     
 
The contract with the War Department probably limited the production of peace-time 
merchandise.  A marketing brochure published by the company sometime during the 
forties, either towards the end or right after the war, was entitled “Bombs and Baby 
Carriages.”  It explained the company’s involvement in war time production and their 
plans to use their acquired knowledge for peace-time products.  The brochure also listed 
many large and well-known industrial and commercial buildings where Atlantic Sheet 
Metal products had been used.  It explained several of the processes and departments in 
their sheet metal company, and pointed out the convertibility of their machinery to peace-
time uses. 
 
Clarence Schilling remained as President until 1967, when he retired and was followed 
by N. Drew Roberts, Jr.  In 1969, on the fiftieth anniversary of Atlantic Sheet Metal 
Corporation, Roberts reported a 38% increase in profits over the previous year and 
expressed confidence in the further expansion of the company despite a temporary slow-
down in the construction business in general.  He served as President until 1986, by 
which time his total employment at Atlantic Sheet Metal totaled 46 years, just shy by two 
years of the time Schilling spent there.  Roberts was followed by G. Phoelix Raines who 
served until 2005, and had a total of 65 years of service with the company when he 
retired.  The current President, Travis A. Coker, has a total of 43 years service with 
Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation to date.  It seems the leading employees have shown a 
tremendous loyalty to this historic company.  
 
The fact that the company has stayed in business for 88 years and is still is in business 
today must be proof of their flexibility, and willingness to constantly research and 
produce new and better products.    
 
 
 
 
   
 



 

 

Chapter Two:  The Founding Fathers of Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation – the 
Schilling Family. 
 
 
Clarence L. Schilling was a co-founder and served as President of Atlantic Sheet Metal 
Corporation for 48 years.  His father Frederic E. A. Schilling helped to secure some of 
the land, his brother John T. Schilling had some shares in the company and worked there 
for several years.  His brother-in-law Brook Lovelace also worked there for many years.  
Apparently this was a company with a large family involvement. 
 
Clarence L. Schilling was one of ten children, five brothers and five sisters.  His father, 
Frederic E. A. Schilling was a metal worker by trade and a well-known merchant in the 
Town of Marietta in Cobb County, just northwest of Atlanta.  He was born in Hamburg, 
Germany in 1849 and emigrated to Cave Springs, Georgia around the time of the Civil 
War.  He came to Marietta about 1875, where he went to work in a hardware store “on 
the Square” that was owned by a Captain Wilson.  He married Amanda Agricola, the 
daughter of another German immigrant family; her parents were Julia and R. J. T. 
Agricola.  In 1885, ten years after his arrival in Marietta, Frederic Schilling bought the 
store and founded Schilling Hardware. One of his daughters worked as a bookkeeper in 
the store until she married Brook W. Lovelace and moved to Atlanta in 1918.  A second 
daughter married H. C. Lovelace, possibly a brother of Brook Lovelace.  Another 
daughter married J. M. Adams.  She wrote her memoirs about growing up in Marietta in 
the year 2000 when she was one hundred years old.  It was titled “Marietta, Georgia 1900 
– 1925.” In her memoir, she recalled several stories and facts about her family and her 
hometown.  Her father’s hardware store was a two-story building (as was common on the 
Marietta Square) and had the retail shop on the first floor and a plumbing and tin shop on 
the second.  Frederic Schilling was a trained tinner and manufactured plumbing fixtures.  
In 1887, he built a large family home on Washington Avenue, also just off the Square, 
where he installed a windmill in the backyard to provide power for a pump that supplied 
his house with running water.  According to his daughter this was the first house in the 
area to have such a luxury.  He designed and manufactured all the faucets and sinks for 
their house from sheet metal, since bathroom fixtures were not sold commercially at this 
time.    Frederic Schilling was also a member of the Volunteer Fire Department, which 
was situated just off the Square in Marietta.  The Mayor of Marietta capitalized on 
Schilling’s mechanical expertise and put him in charge of the locomotive until about 
1910, when the city bought a fire truck and hired a Chief for the Fire Department.   
 
Frederic’s wife Amanda Agricola Schilling was born April 21, 1858 and died October 22, 
1905.  Frederic died twenty-five years later in 1930.  Several of the family members are 
buried at the St. James Episcopal Church Cemetery in Marietta.  Frederic Schilling, Jr. 
was listed in the Atlanta City Directory in 1922, working as a superintendent for Turner 
Construction. After Frederic Schilling, Sr.’s death “Fred” Schilling, Jr. and Harold Otto 
Schilling operated the hardware store until it closed in 1972.  At that time it was the 
oldest retail business in Cobb County.  The original store burned in the 1930, but it 
reopened shortly thereafter in an existing building on the corner of the same block.         
 



 

 

Clarence Schilling was born in 1887, and trained in the same business as his father.  In 
1911 he and his brother John T. worked as draftsmen for Dowman-Dozier, a well-known 
Atlanta company that specialized in the manufacture of metal-clad fire doors.  Records 
show John Schilling was employed there as early as 1906.  Harold Otto Schilling and 
Clarence served as army officers during World War I.  Clarence Schilling started to work 
for C. W. Murphy’s Sons after his severance from the service.  By 1923 John also 
worked for Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation, but only for a relatively brief time. 
 
After Clarence Schilling retired with 48 years of service at Atlantic Sheet Metal 
Corporation, he continued to live in Atlanta until his death in 1971 at age 84.  His motto 
during his time with the company was:  “Successful business is simply making friends 
with people.” 
 
  



 

 

Chapter Three:  Physical Description of the Atlantic Sheet Metal Plant 
 

1. Location and dates of construction of the original building and its additions 
 

The original building for the Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation was located at 799 
Marietta Street on a lot measuring 63 feet along the street and 193 feet deep.  The 
building permit gave the dimensions of the first building as 59 feet by 171 feet and 
therefore it covered almost the entire lot.  The permit also indicated the building was one 
and a half stories high. The completion date was 1924.  
 
Another building permit dated 1926 (after the purchase of the rear lot) referred to a 
second building with the dimensions of 16x 44 feet.  According to the 1932 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map two rectangular buildings, neither attached to the original or to each other, 
were located on the rear lot and were labeled as used for woodworking and spray 
painting.   
 
In 1938 another building permit was issued for an addition - a 60 by 60 feet building.  
The 1932, updated to 1944 Sanborn showed this two-part addition as a replacement of the 
earlier smaller buildings on the rear lot.  These replacements now adjoined the original 
building with the same width and covered the entire rear lot all the way to Third Street.  
Also a rectangular addition was placed on the eastern end of the north side of the original 
building.  A separate paint shop was located to the rear of this addition and was 
connected with a covered walkway to the main building.  Loading docks were also added.  
It is not possible to tell whether all these additions were made at the same time or were 
constructed gradually, but clearly all of them happened between 1932 and 1944 - and 
most likely they were all completed in 1939 (building permit).  A bill from Marcus 
Clayton Construction Company dated March 11, 1941 for alterations and additions gave 
the entire cost at $9,078.75. 
 

2.  Description of the existing plant 
 
The current configuration is almost identical to that shown in the 1944 Sanborn.  With the 
exception of an enlargement of the truck bay and the entrance to it in 1964 (building 
permit), very little has been changed. 
 
The plant consists of two separate buildings, the main building and the paint shed.  For 
easier reference during this description the main building has been divided into the 
original building, which has two party – the front office area (S1) and the rear shop area 
(S2).  The 1939 additions are labeled A1, A2 and A3 (see Attachment #??). 
 
The main building has wood post and beam construction with a combination of brick and 
corrugated metal curtain walls.  The front (Marietta Street) façade has red brick. It 
features a storefront type scant glass entrance in the center, two multi-light metal mill-
type windows on the right and a truck bay entrance on the left side.  A metal cornice 
finishes the top of this façade.  The roof is flat with several sky-lights, possibly 
manufactured by Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation, since that was one of their featured 



 

 

items in the twenties.  The windows on the remainder of the building are placed 
irregularly and are metal mill-type windows with a pivot opening mechanism.   
 
On the interior, the original building is divided into two sections.  The first section (S1) is 
located along the street.  About half of this section has two floors and houses the sales 
and corporate offices.  A storefront entrance leads from the street into the sales office.  
This area houses several show cases and two desks separated by a wood and glass 
partition.  In addition, two smaller separate offices are located on the first floor and two 
more separate offices, as well as an open reception area, are located on the second floor. 
Two small bathrooms are also located on that floor.   
 
The rear half of Section 1 as well as the remainder of the original building (S2) has only 
one floor.  A truck bay and storage space are located in this section.  A small plant 
supervisor’s office, separated by a wood and glass partition from the shop area, is located 
in the northwest corner of the second section.  Sections 1 and 2 are separated by firewalls 
and fire doors.   
 
The 1939 additions have three distinct areas, labeled as A1, A2 and A3.  Manufacturing 
was housed in A1; A2 houses the machine shop.  A2 has a basement, which must be 
entered through A3.  This area is used as a warehouse and due to level changes is lower 
than the rest of the building.  A ramp located on the south end of A2 connects these areas. 
 
All perimeter walls and, with the exception of the corporate office area, all interior walls 
are unfinished. The walls and ceilings in the offices are plastered and painted.  The floors 
in this section of the building are painted concrete or covered with carpeting.  The ceiling 
in the plant area has exposed construction timbers and the floors are a combination of the 
original wood and concrete.  All sections are divided by brick fire walls and metal fire 
doors.  Concrete loading docks are located in the rear along A3.    
 
All walls of the paint shop are corrugated metal.  The only existing openings are four 
delivery entrances covered with either roll-up doors a sliding wood door on the south 
side.  Due to severe structural damage this building could not be entered safely and a 
further description is not available at this time.      
 

 
3. Identification of historically significant building elements 

 
The Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation building has served its purpose well for 82 years.  
It clearly can be classified as a typical industrial building of its time.  Construction was 
basic with little or no ornamentation.  As one of hundreds or possibly thousands of 
similar industrial buildings in Atlanta and surroundings, no specific historic significance 
can be assigned to this building.  Since very few changes and improvements have been 
made to the building since the early forties, its condition has deteriorated severely, and 
the building lacks modern amenities such as HVAC systems, etc.  Unfortunately, it has 
also suffered from loss of historical context, as similar buildings once located nearby 
have been torn down. 
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Attachment 1.1:  Fulton County Deed from Book 850 pages 3 and 4, dated August 19, 1924, transferring 
the property from Mrs. Jesse M. Clayton to Clarence L. Schilling.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 1.1: continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 1.2:  Fulton County Deed from Book 868, page 33, dated December 31, 1924, showing 
transfer of property from Clarence L. Shilling to Atlanta Sheet Metal Works.   
 
 

 



Attachment 1.3:  Fulton County Deed from Book 891, page 509, dated August 8, 1925, transferring the 
Third Street (rear) part of the property from Mrs. Mary J. Parks to F. E. A. Schilling Sr. 
 
 

 



Attachment 1.4:  :  Fulton County Deed from Book 960, page 152, dated February 6, 1926  transferring 
the Third Street (rear) part of the property from F. E. A. Schilling, Sr. to “Atlanta Sheet Metal Works, 
Inc.”   
 
 

 



Attachment 1.5:  Fulton County Deed from Book 1526, page 413, dated July 7, 1936, transferring a 
second Third Street (rear) parcel  in a foreclosure to Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation.  This completed 
the land acquisition and established the property in its current configuration.  
 
 

 
 
 



Attachment 1.6:  1920 marketing calendar showing the variety of sheet metal work offered by “Atlanta 
Sheet Metal Works.” 
 
 

 
 



Attachment1.7:  First listing for Atlanta Sheet Metal Works in the 1920 Atlanta City Directory. 
 
 

 
 
 



Attachment 1.8:  Photo dated 1929 showing a formal dinner at the Henry Grady Hotel celebrating the 
tenth anniversary of the company.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 1.9:  1929 letter written on typical company letter-head. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Attachment 1.10:  1930 City Business License for the “Atlanta Sheet Metal Works.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 1.11:  1937 Atlanta City Directory listing for Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation showing 
company officers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Attachment 1.12:  1938 United States of America Patent issued to Clarence L. Schilling for “Metal 
Flashing”. 

 



Attachment 1.13:  Letter Contract dated August 22, 1942 between the War Department and Atlantic 
Sheet Metal Corporation placing an order for practice bombs and arming wire for a total of $689,726.18. 
 
 

 
 



Attachment 1.14:  Atlanta Sheet Metal Works advertisement.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 1.15:  Atlanta Sheet Metal Works, Inc. advertisement. 
 
 

 



Attachment 1.16:  Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation advertisement. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 1.17:  Another product made by Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation.  
 
 

 
 



Attachment 2.1:  1927 photo of the F. E. A. Schilling hardware store located on the square in Marietta.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 2.2:  Undated photo depicting Clarence L. Schilling behind his desk in his office located on 
the second floor.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Attachment 2.3:  Schilling family home built in 1887 on Washington Avenue in Marietta, Georgia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.1:  Current Ready Map for the Atlantic Sheet Metal Corporation property.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.2:  Construction dates and section identification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 3.3: 1911Atlanta Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, volume 1, page 65, showing that 799 Marietta 
Street was still residential and 801 Marietta Street housed a church.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Attachment 3.4:  1931 Atlanta Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, volume 4A, page 451A.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.5:   1931, updated to 1944 Atlanta Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, volume 4A, page 451.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Attachment 3.6:  1931, updated to 1965 Atlanta Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, volume 4A, page 451A  
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.7:  1924 Fulton County Building Permit for the original “Atlanta Sheet Metal Works” 
building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.8:  1926 Fulton County Building Permit for the addition of a paint shop in the rear of the 
property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.9:  1938 Fulton County Building Permit for new additions to the rear of the building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 



Attachment 3.10:  Invoice for alterations and additions to the building.   
 

 



Attachment 3.11:  Pre-1937 photo showing the Marietta Street and north façades of the building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.12:  Post-1939 Photo of the Third Street (rear) side of the Atlantic Sheet Metal 
Corporation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.13:  Undated photo, probably taken for a marketing brochure published during WW II, 
entitled  “Bombs and Baby Carriages”, showing the front office and show room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.14:  Undated photo, probably taken for a marketing brochure published during WW II, 
entitled  “Bombs and Baby Carriages”, showing the second floor administrative office area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Attachment 3.15:  Undated photo, probably taken for a marketing brochure published during WW II, 
entitled  “Bombs and Baby Carriages”, showing the production area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 3.16:  Undated photo, probably taken for a marketing brochure published during WW II, 
entitled  “Bombs and Baby Carriages”, showing a cutting machine.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 3.17:  Undated photo, probably taken for a marketing brochure published during WW II, 
entitled  “Bombs and Baby Carriages”, showing the shipping room mostly staffed by women. 
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