
Opinions
Technique

4
Friday, 

June 18, 2010

If computers get too powerful, we can 
organize them into a committee-that will 
outdo them.
	  —Bradley’s Bromide

Opinions Editor: Matt Schrichte
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OUR VIEWS Consensus Opinion

Recession Renovations
Improvements for more than the bricks and mortar

The ongoing planning by the Athletic 
Association for the $45 million that will 
be invested to renovate the Alexander 
Memorial Coliseum has been met with 
questions as to the cost and nature of the 
large project. Although the construction 
will not add seating to the arena, the 
hope is to make the current seats more 
attractive to fans through the addition 
of chair backs on all seats and improved 
suites and boxes.

While the Athletic Association should 
keep in mind that it is not seats alone that 
draw fans to games, there is much about 
this renovation that is exciting. The quest 
to improve the box seats will increase 
corporate attendance at events and can 
play upon Tech’s presence not only as 
a college team, but as an Atlanta and 
national team. 

A renovated stadium will also be a 
more attractive recruiting tool, hopefully 
improving our already stellar athletic 
classes, play quality and aesthetics. The 

building will also be brought into line 
with Tech’s sustainable focus, as the 
renovation is planned to meet LEED 
Gold certification.

As has been proven in many other 
athletic facilities, if you build it, they will 
come, and hopefully this renovation will 
draw more students and alumni to home 
games. 

This renovation should not, however, 
be a reasonable excuse for an increase in 
Athletic Fees or the institution of home-
game paid ticketing for students. This 
renovation has the opportunity to be 
something that students and alumni enjoy 
in the years to come without becoming a 
cost that cash-strapped students have to 
pay for right now. Charitable gifts and 
trusts, like the one made by the McCamish 
family, and corporate sponsorships and 
naming opportunities should be sought 
out whenever possible so that fans can 
be drawn into a great facility with a great 
team playing.

EDITORIAL CARTOON By Mathew Hoffman

The signs are everywhere. With 
hundreds of thousands of gallons 
of crude oil spilling into the Gulf 
of Mexico each day, coal miners 
being buried alive in West Virgin-
ia and the first new nuclear power 
plant begun in the United States 
in 30 years losing a lawsuit over 
the safety of its design, dirty ener-
gy sources are giving us a glimpse 
of our future if we continue to rely 
on them. These are not the first 
signs, nor will they be the last, but 
many of us have been able to ig-
nore them until now.

As one of the worst oil spills 
in our nation’s history begins to 
wash ashore along the coasts of 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 
and Florida, the wildlife and 
people whose lives and livelihoods 
depend on the Gulf ’s coastal eco-
systems await their fate. Unfortu-
nately they are not the only ones 
suffering from dependence on 
fossil fuels. From rapidly increas-
ing rates of asthma, cancer and 
other pollution-related diseases to 
soldiers’ lives and trillions of dol-
lars lost in pursuit of foreign oil, 
the consequences of our wasteful 
energy habits are often forgotten 
or ignored.

But there are other signs, 

which offer hope for a just and 
sustainable future. Cape Cod per-
mitting the country’s first offshore 
wind farm, for example. And tre-
mendous opportunities exist to 
create jobs in efficiency and do-
mestic clean energy production. 
By beginning to transition to 100 
percent clean, renewable energy 
now, we can improve our health, 
environment and economy. Or we 
can wait for the next disaster.

Carly Queen
BS ME ‘09
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Spill offers chance 
for energy revolution

Write to us:
 letters@nique.net

We welcome your letters in 
response to Technique content as 
well as topics relevant to campus. 
We will print letters on a timely 
and space-available basis.

Letters should not exceed 400 
words and should be submitted by 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. in order to be 
printed in the following Friday’s 
issue. Include your full name, year 
(1st, 2nd, etc.) and major. We re-
serve the right to edit for style and 
length. Only one submission per 
person will be printed per term.
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Technique, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.
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Joshua Lee (Daily Texan, U. 
Texas)—Earlier this year, Google 
made a valiant stand against Chi-
na’s Internet policies, encouraging 
other corporations and govern-
ments to join its fight against the 
superpower’s human rights viola-
tions and its use of censorship. 
Google’s tenacity is praisewor-
thy—in this instance. However, 
before we credit the multinational 
corporation for its visionary work, 
we should realize that even Google 
is not infallible.

Google sold various search 
terms to BP as sponsored links on 
its search engine, including “oil 
spill” and “volunteer” in order “to 
help direct Internet users to its 
website as it attempts to control 
the worst oil spill in U.S. history.”

While it’s not unusual for 
search engines to sell terms to 
companies for better ad place-
ment, what separates Google from 
other search engines is that it 
claims to care about “the integrity 
of its results.” The company claims 
it “sell[s] advertising, not search 
results, [and presents] information 
as objectively as possible.” Yet, be-
cause of the ads’ prime placement, 
users will see these results before 
any of the other search results. 

It seems contradictory that last 
March, the company’s co-founder 
Sergey Brin rejected “the notion 
that any company should make 
any sort of decision other than 
to maximize profit,” adding, “I 
would hope that larger companies 

would not put profit ahead of all 
else.” Yet, Google’s recent trans-
actions with BP seem to stand in 
stark contrast with one of their 
fundamental ethical values: “You 
can make money without doing 
evil.” 

It’s obvious that one of Google’s 
main motives in challenging Chi-
na’s censorship policies is to end 
those limits on fair trade online. 
This restriction hurts companies 
such as Google and Microsoft, 
which are trying to expand their 
businesses into the country’s blos-
soming Internet economy. Sub-
jecting China to the same fair 
trade rules followed in the U.S. 
would only help with these com-
panies’ expansions.

My point is that profiteering 
corporations can’t be trusted at 
their word—not even Google. 
With corporations, we must never 
stop asking, “What’s your mo-
tive?” As Enron and other cases 
have taught us, corporate rhetoric 
can rarely be taken at face value.

While I agree that free-market 
systems are best, much emphasis 
needs to be placed on stronger 
ethics in business. Companies 
(especially those with the power 
to influence global politics) must 
be held to a higher standard and 
held responsible for their actions. 
BP must be held accountable and 
deserves all of the anger that a ca-
tastrophe of this scale should fos-
ter. And Google deserves criticism 
for helping BP skew the facts.

Google’s moral 
compass lost in spill
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So there I am; the day has 
arrived. It’s our best friend 
Jacqui’s 21st birthday, which 
means months of anticipation 
and planning have finally led 
up to this day. A day that has 
ended in me running late for 
the over-priced and perfectly 
coordinated limo that is pick-
ing us all up at her house to 
take us to dinner and a night 
out on the town. It’s going to 
be a great night. All I have to 
do now is pick up Jacqui’s 21st 
birthday present, a six-pack of 
Strongbow Cider, her favorite 
drink.

I make it to Kroger. I 
should have been at Jacqui’s 
ten minutes ago. I call and 
make some lame excuse about 
needing to get money out for 
the night and that’s why I’m 
running late. The truth is that 
I had procrastinated on some-
thing worse than homework 
or studying. I’d procrastinated 
on friendship. I’m just kid-
ding. Neither this story nor I is 
that emo. I was really just run-
ning late that night. And like 
always, I can partially blame it 
on Atlanta traffic.

Back inside of Kroger, I 
power my way back to the 
beer aisle. I can’t remember 
ever seeing Strongbow at this 
specific Kroger, but I assume 
that like all of the others, it 
too will have Strongbow. I’m 
scanning the aisle. I see the 
“lesser” ciders, but no Strong-
bow. There’s only a cold, emp-
ty space in the oversize fridge 

where the Strongbow should 
be. Only it’s sold out. I’m dead 
in the water. 

I feel like the dad who for-
got to go Christmas shopping 
until Christmas Eve. I’ve been 
hyping up this birthday pres-
ent to Jacqui for the past few 
months, not to mention the 
fact that I am already running 
way too late to go by another 
Kroger.

My last hope is the make 
your own six-pack that Kroger 
offers. You know, the one that 
lets you pay three dollars more 
for six beers that are missing 
the box. Not normally some-
thing I spend money on, but 
this is an exceptional situation. 
I rush down to the appropriate 
section. I’m scanning the selec-
tion like a book—left to right, 
top to bottom. “Strongbow…
Strongbow…Strongbow,” I 
repeat in my head. Halfway 
down, all the way on the left, I 
see it. I grab it. Thankfully, an-
other one appears behind the 
first, followed by four more. 
A full six-pack, other than the 
mixed-up box, it seems like 

the birthday present has been 
saved. I slide all six of them, 
one-by-one into the cardboard 
container. I have the last six 
Strongbows in the Sugarloaf 
Kroger.

I make an about face to 
start my march to the check-
out counter, my one, or six de-
pending on your point of view, 
purchases in hand. Then, di-
saster strikes. I’m not sure I’ll 
ever be able to explain what 
happens next or my reaction 
afterwards. 

Like I said, I’ve turned 
around and am beginning 
to walk away when my right 
hand suddenly decides that it 
no longer cares to carry what 
for all intents and purposes 
might as well be the last six 
Strongbows in Georgia. Hol-
lywood slow-motion ensues 
and I watch this small card-
board gift filled with six black 
and gold bottles crash, shatter 
and bleed out on the floor. 

The next logical step is to 
look around. Clearly everyone 
as far away as the pet-food aisle 
heard the commotion, but I 

don’t think anyone saw. So I 
pulled a Fogell (or a McLo-
vin) from Superbad and de-
nied having anything to do 
with the broken bottles and 
mess. I make my way to the 
front of the store, pick out the 
closest bagger and let them 
know that “someone” spilled 
my friend’s birthday present 
all over their floor. 

I felt bad about leaving the 
mess for someone else, and 
worse for not getting Jacqui 
her cider, but I had to go. I 
guess in my mind, being late 
for a good friend’s party is 
even worse than showing up 
for a good friend without a 
present. I can only hope Jac-
qui agrees.

I book it out of the parking 
lot and pull back into that At-
lanta traffic I am blaming my 
tardiness on. A few seconds 
later I have made it to Jacqui’s. 
It turns out that I’m not even 
the latest of all of our friends, 
although the limo has arrived 
on time. Go figure. 

While we waited for the 
last two stragglers (you know 
who you are) I filled the time 
with the same story you just 
read. After a few dozen repeti-
tions, a few heartfelt apologies 
and multiple expressions of 
disbelief at my rudeness, the 
situation seemed saved. In 
fact, I’m pretty sure she en-
joyed the story of my failure 
and rudeness more than she 
would have enjoyed those six 
Strongbows. 

When procrastinating hits a new low
“I’m dead in the water. I feel 

like the dad who forgot to 
go Christmas shopping until 

Christmas Eve.” 

Matt Schrichte
Opinions Editor

Adam Weiss
Fifth-year AE/INTA

“For a campus that’s active 
24 hours, its nice to have 
something that’s open 24 

hours.”

Amanda McNamee
MGT alum

“Nom.. Nom... Nom...”

Brian Berry
Fourth-year CM

“The food was good.”

Hudson Carpenter
Fifth-year CS

“I haven’t checked it out yet, 
but I would like to.”

What do you think of the 
Waffle House?

BUZZ
Around Campus

The University of Texas 
just missed the opportunity 
of a lifetime. Texas was in 
position to become the most 
influential team in the most 
influential conference in the 
nation, but at the last second 
abandoned the plan because it 
was convinced a depleted Big 
XII conference will be able to 
generate as much revenue as a 
super Pac-10.

That may be true…for now.
So where does this leave the 

rest of the college sports world? 
The ACC, SEC and Big East 
will continue to go about their 
business like nothing really 
happened. 

The Mountain West will 
most likely receive an auto-
matic bid either next year or 
the following year for a BCS 
bowl game, where the big 
money is. The Big Ten and the 
Pac-10 will most likely start 
playing a conference champi-
onship game, which will be 
a major financial windfall for 
both conferences. The Big Ten 
Network will continue to grow 
and produce more money than 
most people ever thought pos-
sible just two years ago.

Texas basically just hand-
ed the largest paycheck ever 
imagined to the Big Ten, and 
time will show that the Long-
horns decision to not move 
and claim its own stake was 
wrong. Big Ten commissioner 
Jim Delany will not sit tight 
just because the Pac-10 failed 
to deliver; he will continue to 
pursue all options to generate 

more money for his confer-
ence. In a matter of six months 
Delany brought the college 
football world to the edge of 
revolution, and he still has the 
power to follow through on 
this massive upheaval.

He could literally destroy 
the Big East with two phone 
calls and force Notre Dame’s 
hand. Regardless of how com-
mitted the Big XII teams are 
to each other, if any of them 
received an invitation to join 
the Big Ten, they would jump 
ship so quickly it would make 
Nebraska’s departure seem 
drawn out. 

What all this means is that 
the Big Ten is the most power-
ful conference in America, and 
Texas missed the opportunity 
to check its power by aligning 
itself with the Pac-10. A “Pac-
16” would be able to compete 
financially and athletically 
with the new Big Ten. No con-
ference in the nation can now 
say that, including the SEC, 
whose weakness in terms of 
national appeal became all too 
apparent through this expan-
sion process.

But I am not in the contin-
gency that thinks Texas has 
magically stopped the whole 
expansion process with its de-
cision. Instead, everything is 
where it was two weeks ago 
prior to the Pac-10’s aggressive 
move, except that some domi-
nos have already fallen.

The Big Ten will go 
through another round of ex-
pansion because Nebraska was 
not Delany’s endgame; Notre 
Dame is. Delany will not rest 
until Notre Dame joins the 
Big Ten or is isolated to the 
point where it will cease to be a 
major football program. Notre 
Dame has flirted with Delany 
too many times, and he is, 
rightfully, angry that the Irish 
keep leaving him hanging.

Notre Dame realizes that 
its days as a independent are 
coming to an end. The confer-
ences no longer treat the Irish 
as an equal when they go to 
the negotiating table, which 
can be seen by the newly re-
vamped BCS deal with Irish 
only getting a fraction of the 
normal BCS payout if they 
qualify for one of the marquee 

bowls. Notre Dame is not 
what it used to be and even 
people in South Bend would 
be willing to say that behind 
closed doors. But the Irish still 
bring the most to the table for 
the Big Ten.

The Big Ten will pick up a 
contingency of Big East teams 
in about a year and move to 
a 16-team conference with 
Notre Dame. However, the 
conference will now be able 
to finish the process the way it 
wanted to go through with it 
all along. 

The Big Ten never wanted 
the lead story on SportsCenter 
to be college expansion ru-
mors. Rather, the conference 
will be quiet yet deliberate 
over the next year in its quest 
to find more members. I doubt 
the Big Ten’s next move will be 
hastily forced by another con-
ference, as it was this time.

When that happens, other 
conferences will be forced to 
follow suit into 16-team con-
ferences whether they want to 
or not. The Pac-10 will even-
tually get what it wants out of 
the state of Texas, and the SEC 
will most likely stir things up 
in this part of the country. 

The Big XII’s days are still 
numbered, and in due time, 
no mysterious coalition will 
be able to save the depleted 
conference from extinction 
as has apparently happened 
this time. What unfolded 
this week was a Band-Aid on 
a stabbing wound, not a long-
term solution.

Even Texas will not stop the Big Ten
“The ACC, SEC and Big East 

will continue to go about their 
business like nothing really 

happened.” 

Matt Hoffman
News Editor

Photos by Eric Mansfield
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Oxford in Italy a lesson in 
romance, culture and screaming

I am a part of the Oxford Sum-
mer Program.

What I initially did not guess, 
or at least did not want to ac-
knowledge, was that traveling 
abroad while taking classes is a 
grueling double life. You want 
to see the city and be able to live 
the life of a Berliner or Czech Re-
publican, an Austrian, Roman, 
Florentine or Parisian. But at the 
same time, school calls you and 
HOPE incessantly nags you.

However, despite the home-
work load, I have been able to fo-
cus on the city at hand. I am now 
in Venice, the city of romance, 
food and gondolas. It is also a city 
overtaken with World Cup soccer 
madness. Whether you are a fan 
of the Italian team or not, soccer 
(or football to most of the rest of 
the world) is the topic of the day 
everyday. This sport has the in-
nate ability to bring people from 
all over together.

It is an enormous honor to be 
chosen as the host nation. This 
year, it is South Africa’s turn. 
Many were worried that South Af-
rica would not be able to rise to the 
challenge and the Cup would have 
to be moved to Australia. Now, 
with attendance figures coming 
in, it seems the country has beaten 
the odds. Over 97 percent of the 
tickets for all of the matches have 
been sold. Over the course of the 
next few weeks, almost two bil-
lion people will watch.

South Africa has been taken 
over by football more than any-
where else in the world, but the 
countries in Europe are not far 
behind. FIFA has set up “fanfests” 
in different cities. For any want-
ing to watch the Cup games on a 
big screen in Rome, it was in Villa 
Bourgese, a place comparable to 

Central Park in 
New York City, 
In Venice, while 
there is no “fan-
fest” in the tech-
nical sense, you 
are able to duck 
into any restau-
rant, pub or bar 
to catch even a 
portion of the 
game surrounded by other pas-
sionate football fans.

Last night was the first Ital-
ian game, Italy vs. Paraguay. For 
those of you that don’t keep up 
with the World Cup, Italy is the 
defending World Cup champion. 
This makes any move by Italy a 
memorable one. It was said that if 
Italy won, there would be riots in 
the street. And if Italy lost, there 
would be riots in the street.

The first round matches are not 
played as single elimination so a 
win or loss does not kick you out 
of the competition. But the glory 
of a win is coveted.

Before Italy’s first match, 
two of the most heavily watched 
games, England vs. U.S. and the 
opening match for the host coun-
try, South Africa vs. Mexico, had 
both ended in 1-1 scores. This was 
Italy’s chance to bring home the 
first win of the competition.

Paraguay scored the first goal 
within the first ten minutes of the 
game. Things were not looking 
good for the Italian team. Half-
time came and went without Italy 
scoring a goal and the tension in 
the room was palpable.

But in the second half, Italy 
came back and scored a goal. The 
room went absolutely mad. Being 
at the front of the room, the en-
thusiasm was intense. There was 
jumping. There was screaming. 

There was hugging. And there was 
even some thanking of God. It felt 
as if every male fan in the room 
was now bouncing up and down 
in pure joy. It seemed as if every 
female was yelling and hugging 
one another. I could feel the floor 
shaking beneath my feet.

It was fantastic. This celebra-
tion of the goal was definitely 
comparable to a Tech sporting 
event. To feel this sort of pleasure 
while surrounded by these fans in 
another country was a new world.

Earlier, I mentioned something 
about riots. Though we were ex-
pecting chaos for a win or loss, we 
did not know what was going to 
happen if there was a tie.

As the match progressed, the 
tension began building again. 
Many choice words were hurled 
at the screen when the ball was 
stolen by Paraguay. Cheers were 
called when favorites were put on 
the field. In the final few minutes, 
the cheers, jeers and the general 
roar were at their peaks.

Though the game ended with 
another 1-1 score, the match was 
an eventful one. The excitement 
was contagious, the crowds were 
rowdy and there was pure joy 
from watching a football game on 
television with like-minded indi-
viduals. All in all, it was a great 
introduction to true soccer mad-
ness.

OUR VIEWS  Hot or Not

Late late-night dining
After months of waiting 

patiently for that first order 
of hash browns, the Waffle 
House on Fifth Street has fi-
nally opened. This late-night 
dining option within the safe-
ty of the GTPD patrol area 
showed up just in time for late 
summer  nights, pool parties, 
Flicks on Fifth and bathing 
suits. So remember, indulge 
your waffle and hash browns 
fix in moderation.

HOT– or –NOT
“It was said that is Italy won, there 
would be riots in the street. And if 

Italy lost, there would be riots in the 
street.” 

Nancy Thanky
Columnist

End of play
With baseball’s disappoint-

ing end-of-season loss, spring 
sports have drawn to a close. 
While baseball in itself had 
an enjoyable season, the loom-
ing summer without sports 
to watch will make summer 
classes that much harder for 
the students stuck on campus  
and further builds the antici-
pation for the beginning of the 
fall season and the return of 
sports like football.

Resourceful woman
Colleen Riggle was recent-

ly named the new Director 
of Women’s Resources. This 
crucial position on campus, 
charged with caring for and 
serving the most talked-about 
minority on campus (the ra-
tio ring a bell to anyone?) will 
be re-invigorated under her 
leadership with expanded pro-
gramming and we congratu-
late her on the promotion. 

Flash fire
No injury on campus is 

good, but injuries involving 
serious burns all over multiple 
students are particularly hor-
rific. Not to mention the fact 
that the fire was not a real fire, 
but an out-of-control chemical 
reaction. Hopefully the two 
students involved will make 
a speedy recovery and an in-
cident like this won’t happen 
again.

www.nique.net

sliver

Tosh.0 is back!
Top hat, junk shot and top kill all sound like fail
It’s bill nye the petroleum guy
I&L >> DEV
Astros FTW
Just admit that you’re wrong...
gimbel
Can’t Wait for the G-Spot to open!
G-Spot is the best nickname since The Shaft!
Wafflehous opens 6/9 WOOHOOO
I want my TacoBell!
To the gorgeous blonde on the Tech Trolley today: You look 
amazingly stunning. Ur white flower embroidered dress, the sil-
ver hand bracelet, and the matching bag. But I don’t think you’re 
suppose to wear a pair of vintage Converse with the rest of the 
outf
love ya boo!
online cataloging
goodness gracious great balls of fire
To the boy in LCC 3226- you’re hot ;)
English please! 
Only 10% of grad students are American!!!   Can’t learn any Eng-
lish this way!!!
this construction is just like The Blob--it keeps mindlessly grow-
ing and consuming more of campus
yes, i do like you :)
2-1 2-1
I’m a girl looking for a girl, I sure as hell went to the wrong school 
for that!
I’m a PC and Windows 7 was Mac’s idea
ACRONYM = Abbreviated Coded Rendition Of Name Yielding 
Meaning
Milk and cereal! Cereal and milk!
Just resorted to watching jaws 3d as opposed to doing work. Wow
Al Franken will always be Stuart smaley to me
Can I get a what what? For all my slivers who get no love


