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- Bonnie

Jackette victories

By STEVE KREBS
Sports Editor

“I wouldn’t like to even conjecture where we'd be
without her the rest of the season,” says Jackette
coach Jim Culpepper. “Right now she’s averaging
five more points and six more rebounds than the
school records. That’s pretty tall cotton. No, sir, I
don’t know where we’d be.”

‘She’ refers to 511 center Bonnie Tate, the
Jackettes’ leading scorer and the top rebounder in
the Georgia Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics for Women. Tate averages 13.3 and 18.3
respectively. She’s the number one reason the
Jackettes have come of age with a 12-5record after
seasons of 6-16 and 2-24. '

Appearing in only sixteen games to date (she
missed one contest with an ankle sprain), she’s
already broken the team’s single game rebounding
mark twice and currently holds it with 29 rebounds
against Georgia Baptist Hospital. The sophomore
smashed the school season rebounding record
when she grabbed 23 errant shotsin Monday’s vic-
tory over Spelman. The combination of Tate, and

forwards Jan Chandler and Kristy Sampson have

made the Jackettes the Peach State’s top reboun-
ding team. |

“Bonnie’s presence releases Jan and Kristy of
the responsibility of playing center,” says
Culpepper. “Neither one of them is big enough.

“Although Kristy’s stats aren’t as good as last
year, both of them are better ballplayers because of
Bonnie. They can concentrate on other aspects of
their game. Having Bonnie around is nice because
we have more quality players this year and wecan
use them better.” -

Where ever Tate hasplayed, she’'smadeherteam
better. The girl’s a winner from way back.

While at Cave Spring High School of Cave Spr-
ing, Georgia, a small town ten miles from Rome,
Tate took her team to state four times. Each year
she averaged twenty points plus. In her freshman
year, 1971, CSHS finished second in Class C. The
next year Cave Spring had the third best club in
Class C. Her last two seasons were good for third in
Class B. Thatlast year, therecord was 28-2. Both of
those losses came after Tate fouled out.

“She’s one of the best players I'veever had here,”
said Graham Woodell, her high school coach. He’s
coached at Cave Spring for 24 years.

Her high school record earned Téte a couple of

scholarship offers. “Shorter and Berry offered me
scholarships,” says Tate. ‘‘But I wasn’tinterested.
I played for six years and was tired of it. Shorter
didn’t have my major and I didn’t want to go to
Berry.” '

Instead Tate ended up at nearby Floyd Junior
College which didn’t have a girls’ basketball team.
“I played intramurals,” she says. ‘“They didn’t
have anything else.” Characteristically, she came
home with MVP honors.

)
C

Tate leads

She finished at Floyd last year with nointention
of going on. But then entered Jim Culpepper and
Don Booth. Booth is Tate’s uncle and the fellow
Tech coach and Intramural Director Culpepper
buys his trophies from.

“Her uncle and I were talking one day about
basketball,” says Culpepper. “I was telling him
about the problems I was having and he said, ‘Boy,
do I have a niece that could help you. I'll talk to her
for you.’

“T hear that from a lot of people but I don’t
generally put too much credence in those reports.
But I had heard about her when she was in high
school. I talked to her on the phone, finding she
was remotely interested. I sent her information on
Tech and an application.”

“] was really interested in getting a business
background,” says Tate. So she came to Georgia
Tech even though, “I didn’t know how the team
was. But I figure if I went to a really good team,
they wouldn’t need me so much. I might not get to
play a lot.” |

As usual, Tate had nothing to worry about as far
as playing time was concerned. “She’s far and
away the best player we’ve had statistically. She
was the most heavily recruited. Bonnie’s a hard
worker,” adds Culpepper. “She has dedication.”

But still, Tate isn’t satisfied with her play sofar.
“I’'m not playing as well as I have in the past few
years. I'm not consistent.” Some of this lack of
keenness owes to her lay off of some two and a half
years from varsity competition. Just now she
notes, “I'm getting back my concentration.”

Another difference from her high school days is
the Jackettes’ lack of large numbers of fans. ‘“Here
all the backers of basketball go to theboys’ games.
We have about 501in the stands,” says Tate. “A lot
of people here don’t even know we have a team.

“We play before the boys games and the band @ =
gets there and practices. They play while we're |
playing like we're not even there. I think you play 8
better if you know peoplfa are backing you.

““Like at Tift the stands were full of Tift sup- |
porters (last Tuesday evening). When they started
hollering, Tift got a lift and ran away withtheball
game. We didn’t play too well though.” Tech lost
that one 72-64.

But even without firm support, the girls hang ., <
together. “When we press and things get going we ' :
seem like a family. When we start playing as in- *
dividuals, the score goes down.”

Bonnie Tate is used to playing together. She
comes from a basketball family. “There are four
children and we were all pretty close. My sister,
Freida whois 5-5 and a freshman, has a basketball
and tennis scholarship to Jacksonville State in
Alabama. My brother, Jimmy, starts at forward
for the Cave Spring High School team.”

- Having Bonnie Tate around has helped the
Jackettes to get their game together. And for that, *
Jim Culpepper can be glad. '
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andy Foster confronts

challenges at Tech

By STEVE KREBS
Sports Editor
Not long ago, Tech Coach Dwane Morrison

really awful. Now he’s just bad.” Although
against Foster since he arrived at Georgia Tech

Newark Senior High of Newark, Ohio.

It hadn’t mattered that Foster was a three year
starter at Newark and the leading scorer in the
history of the Central Ohio High School Con-
ference with 1083 for an 18 point average over his
career. He’s always been chided as too slow, too
left-handed, too skinny, and a poor shooter. His
play earned him the nickname of “Ostrich,” reflec-
- tive of his appearance on the court. ,

“It used to bother me at one time,” admits Foster,
who has added 25 pounds and become a fixturein
the Tech starting lineup, with a 7.1 average. He
also leads the clubin field goal percentage with 50
field goals on 90 attempts. He’s second in free
throw shooting, hitting on 91% “But now I have
confidence in myself. I've gotten confidence from
my teammates that I'm the one that should be out

Foster has responded tothe challenge of proving
himself as a player. It’s a hefty challenge that he’s
always responded to and why he ended up at
Georgia Tech. .

“The main reason I came here was the
schedule,” says Foster. ‘“There’s always the thing
about being a big fish in a little pond or the little
fish in the big one. I thought I owed it to myself to
see what I could do against the best competition.

“Then I liked the academics. I never liked the

dumb jock label and never considered myself in
~ that mold.”

But the biggest challenge confronting Foster
and his mates was to turn Tech hoop fortunes
around. In his freshman year, 1973-74 Tech was 5
21.

“Coming here, it was a strange thing. Almost
everyone who plays college ball was a winner in
high school. For me, it was the first time I was with
a loser. Every night we had to play just ashard as
we could just to have a chance to win.”

The key to respectability has been the people.
“Coach says, ‘The people we have have good
character,” says Foster. “That’s right. We're in-
telligent. We understand what we're doing on the
court. We don’t have selfish players. Everyone else
wants to see some one else do well.

“An example is the Memphis State game. I
wanted to play but I fouled out with seven minutes
. left. Then Iturned into a coach and cheerleader. I
was yelling for Bill (Allgood) when he grabbed

rebounds and Jim (Wood) when he shot. I jumped
~ off the bench a couple of times,” Foster smiled.

“We get along so well as a team. We play so well
| as a team because we like each other. After games
we do stuff together, it’s not just leaving it in the
locker room. I guess winning makes it that much
easier.” ‘ | ‘ L

The winning and the improved interplayer
relationships aren’t the only things that’ve chang-
ed for Tech basketball in Foster’s years as a
hoopster. The confidence is there. Morrison’s
charges have a chance everytime they step on the
court.
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cracked, “When Randy Foster got here, he was
Morrison spoke purely in jest, that’s been the rub

four years ago as a skinny, 6-7, 180 pounder out of

there. I can’t worry about what those others say.”

““We don’t have to worry about the other team as
long as we're moving as well as we can and playing
together as a team and applying the aggressive
defense. Aslong as we're playing as we’re capable,
I feel we're competitive with whomever we're play-
ing. |

Tech’s playing more competitively brings Foster
closer to one of his goals — beating Cincinnati and

‘its fine forward Brian Williams. “I'm looking
forward to going home to play against my arch-
rival, Brian Williams. Helived in the city of Colum-
bus and got all the publicity. We were outside and
rarely got written up.

“In the seedings of the regional tournament, we
always got screwed because they always wanted a
Columbus team to win. My senior year we lost to
Brian Williams’ team in the Regional Finals. A
win would have put us in the Final Four for the
state championship.”

Participating in the Metro Conference not only
gives Foster a shot at realizing a personal ambi-
tion, but gives the Tech program a boost.
“Rivalries have increased. We've got a super
rivalry going now with Tulane. We’ve now played
them each of my four years and they’ve all been
close.

“The conference gives us a big area for exposure
and the winner of the tournament gets an
automatic berth in the NCAA tournament.”

The Jackets have a legitimate shot at that bid
after Saturday’s 83-62 victory over Tulane put
Tech into sole possession of second place in the
conference. Key to that win was the play against
the Waves’ 6-11 center Jeff Cummings, the Metro-
7’s top rebounder. Cummings scored 17 points but
grabbed only two rebounds; well below his 13.8
average.

“Getting and holding position is a big factor,”
notes Foster. “I don’t outjump many so I have to
try to get position. Getting clear under the basket
goes with experience.” |

With experience Foster has grown accustomed to
submerging his individual talents for the good of
the team. “I'm not a scorer but more of a team
player. My contributions are on defense and
rebounding. I try to inspire talking on defense. I
lead a little bit that way. -

“I wait for the team to get me ashot. Idon’t have
that many moves of my own. I really have to work
to score.”

The little things Foster does don’t appear in the
box score, soit’s a real surprise that he’sled Tech in

. scoring on two occasions with a dozen against
Marquette and 12 more against Wofford. Morrison

matched him with the Warriors’ Bo Ellis in the

Marquette game. Foster held “the Secretariat of

forwards” to two field goals.

But ultimately, it’s leadership that Morrison
looks to Foster for. “He’s improved other people

and helped me to improve. He’s a pleasant person
and a great help in practice and to the team.”

His leadership doesn’t end at the Coliseum.
Foster, whose father is a minister, is also active in
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. He was the
treasurer of the organization and helps out as a
coach of the FCA’s intramural basketball team,
the God Squad.

With the style of leadership and quality of
basketball exhibited by Foster, Georgia Tech and
Dwane Morrison could use several more ‘bad’

~ players of his quality.
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PLATTRR POOP

12+ Yeans' Experdience
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